60 Nobscot

What it is: Custom-made furniture, art, antiques, and accessories.

Where: 60 Nobscot Road, Sudbury; www.60nobscot.com or www.sherbornwoodworks.net; 978-440-8066.
Who: After leaving his job distributing music software in California, Ray Bachand turned his woodworking hobby into his profession. Bachand opened 60 Nobscot a year and a half ago in a converted barn, retaining some of the stalls as display space.

The materials: Bachand prefers to work with recycled wood, such as the remains of demolished houses and lumberyard scraps. He takes delight in spotting shapes in the grain of the wood and incorporating it into the finished product. One rough piece of pine seems to bear the likeness of a horse; another piece the figure of a dolphin. A whorl in a finished coffee table reminds me of the Aerosmith logo. Seeking out these images is akin to solving the magic-eye puzzles in the Sunday comics. 

The workmanship: Bachand uses traditional joinery, like mortise and tenon, and mostly hand tools. Planing and sanding take up much of his time. Favoring simple, elegant, clean lines, Bachand draws on a variety of styles: Shaker, Arts and Crafts, Mission, and Early American Primitive. He uses a nontoxic paint made from milk protein, lime, and earth pigments mixed with water.

Beyond furniture: Also on sale are photography, pottery, silk flowers quilts, and paintings by regional artists and artisans. Among them is Judi Sunday, known as the “bag lady” of Cape Cod because she paints on recycled surfaces such as brown paper bags. 

What to expect: Bachand says that people come into the barn “just looking for ideas.” They’ll see something they like, but request it in a different size or color. He’ll build any piece, so long as it is freestanding, such as islands, tables, cabinets, and shelving. When I visited, he was constructing a colonial-style cabinet to house a giant flat-screen TV, one of his most elaborate projects to date. He says it generally takes him four to six weeks to make a piece. And he guarantees it will be unique: He doesn’t like to build the same thing twice.

Price: $500 for an accessory tables to $3,000 or more for bigger pieces, such as hutches and media cabinets.
Events: The conclusion of a two-part presentation on back-yard herbs is May 13 (it’s free, but call ahead). Local artists show oils, acrylics, and watercolors in the show The Endless Summer of Art on May 31.
