
Dr Ian Irvine - Lectures, Workshops and Public Talks/Presentations (1994-2010)

During 17 years teaching in higher education I’ve delivered versions of each of the presentations listed below as either higher education (post-secondary) level lectures/classes,  conference papers, writing festival workshops and presentations, or public talks. Over the next few years I hope to be offering condensed one hour versions of many of these presentations via this site as either Podcasts or VideoCasts (some will be free others will incur a small fee).

Series 1 - Cultural Change and the History of Creativity

The Religion of the Ancient Egyptians

Under the Protection of Thoth - Ancient Egyptian Scribes

Digging up the Cities of the Ancient Near East

Divine Tetrads of the Ancient Near East

Nabu of Babylon - Scribes of the Ancient Near East

The Epic of Gilgamesh 
Innana’s Descent into the Underworld

Ancient Greece 1 - Social and Cultural History of the Ancient Greeks

Ancient Greece 2 - Ancient Greek Religion (from the Minoan period to the Age of the Olympians)

Ancient Greece 3 -  Bards, Lyric Poets, Scribes and Dramatists

Greek Tragedy and the Apollonian-Dionysian divide - with reference to The Bacchae
Homer - The Odyssey

Classical Greece - Philosophers versus Bards: Plato’s Republic: the Rational Exclusion of Poets

Retreat of the Polytheistic Gods - the Monotheistic Revolution

Brief History of Ancient Israel

Hebrew Prophets and Storytellers

The Creation of the Jewish Bible (i.e. the Torah)

Early Roman History

Roman Literature - Overview

The Rise of Christianity

Who Exactly was Jesus? - some contemporary theories

The Construction of the New Testament

Alternative Spiritualities 1 - Hermeticism and the Corpus Hermetica
Alternative Spiritualities 2 - Gnostic heresies

Brief History of the Ancient Celts

Reconstructing Ancient Celtic Religions

Bards, Ovates and Druids? - Oral ‘Literatures’ of the Celts

The Celtic (Druidic) Revival of the Late 18th - early 19th Centuries

Ancient Norse & Teutonic Religion

Ancient Norse & Teutonic Literatures

Intro to Medieval History 1 - The ‘Dark Ages’
Intro to Medieval History 2 - The Universal Church

Intro to Medieval Literatures

Medieval Folk Entertainment - Jongleurs, Bards and Jesters

Chaucer and the Stories Within Stories of the Canterbury Tales

Shakespeare’s Revolution

Dante and the Universal Church

Introduction to Buddhism and Key Buddhist Texts (The Role of Storytellers and Poets in the Buddhist Tradition)

Introduction to Hinduism and Key Ancient Hindu Texts (The Role of Storytellers and Poets in the Hindu Traditions) 

Introduction to Islam and Key Islamic Texts (The Role of Storytellers and Poets in Islamic Tradition)

‘Kokopelli’: Native American Storytelling Traditions - an Introduction

Early Modern Revolutions 1 - the Scientific Revolution

Early Modern Revolutions 2 - the Age of Enlightenment

Overview of Early Modern Literary Developments - The Birth of the Novel

The Age of Revolutions - the Traumatic Birth of the Modern

Overview of Romanticism

Romantic ‘Poetics’ - Coleridge’s Biographia and Wordsworth’s ‘emotion recalled in tranquillity’.

Historical Background to the Development of Realist Literature

The Chronic Ennui of Emma Bovary

Early Existentialism - The Personal Theology of Soren Kierkegaard

Early Modernist Poetry (with a focus on the Symbolists) - Baudelaire to Yeats

Baudelaire’s Parisian Spleen - also a discussion of The Flowers of Evil
The Decadents and Fin de Siecle Culture - with a focus on Huysman’s Against Nature
Introduction to Re-envisaging the Human - Modernity and Marxism, Darwinism, Feminism, Nietzsche and Freudianism

From Classical Marxism to Critical Theory - How Consumerism Delayed the Revolution!

Literary Consequences of the Psychoanalytic Revolution

Feminism and Modernity

Virginia Woolf - A Room of One’s Own
Intro to Key Modernist Literary and Artistic Manifestos

Surrealism - The Surrealist Manifestos

James Joyce - Ulysses 

Existential Aversions to the ‘the Herd’, ‘the public’, the ‘mass’ 

Existential Themes in the Novels of Camus, Hesse, Mann and Sartre 

Dystopian Probabilities: Brave New World, 1984 and The Handmaid’s Tale
Postmodernism: Historic, Social and Cultural Fundamentals

An Overview of Literary Postmodernism

The Reign of the Literary Theorists - an Introduction

Crisis of the Signifier, Elimination of the Author - Saussure, Derrida, Barthes, Baudrillard, Foucault and Lyotard

Thomas Pynchon’s Gravity’s Rainbow
Derrida’s Hedgehogs 1- The  Oulipo (and Constraints Based Writing) and the Chance Operations of John Cage

Derrida’s Hedgehogs 2 - L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E poetry

Introduction to Magical Realism

The Other Postmodernism 1 - Robert Graves and The White Goddess
The Other Postmodernism 2 - The Beats

The Other Postmodernism 3 - Rothenberg and Ethnopoetics

The Other Postmodernism 4 - Clayton Eshleman and the Origins of the Imagination

Introduction to the Third Great Language Revolution -  Digital Publishing and the Impact of Global Communications Technologies

Emerging Literary Forms - the new ‘book’, poetry machines, internet literature, online publishers, Kindle etc. 

Series 2 - The Survival of Mythopoetic Themes in Contemporary Storytelling

Why do we Create? Discusses a Variety of Contemporary and Ancient Models Motivations for Storytelling

Introduction to key Mythological Terms: Some definitions: ‘sacred’, ‘profane’, ‘secular’, ‘animism’, ‘polytheism’, ‘monotheism’, ‘mysticism’, ‘spiritual system’, ‘religion’, ‘mysticism’, ‘exoteric tradition’, ‘esoteric tradition’, etc. What is ‘Mythology’?

Animistic and Polytheistic Foundations: The Concept of a Sacralised Landscape

The Twelve (Approximately) Great Gods (Using the Olympians as an Example)

Some Creation Myths - of the cosmos, the earth, animals and plant life; of human beings

The Dancing Sorcerer - ‘Shamans’ as Archaic Sacralised Storytellers (with some discussion of Dionysus, Apollo and Orpheus in the Greek Tradition)

The Problem of the Creation and Continuation of Evil and Misfortune in the World– some mythic accounts.

Common Mythic Archetypes 1 - The Great Goddess and Creative Inspiration - Daughter, Lover, Mother, Crone 

The Magical Poetics of the Triple Goddess - ‘The Muse’ and Robert Graves’ The White Goddess 
Introduction to Tropes, Archetypes, Story Components, etc.

Archaic Story Forms (Defns.): myth, legend, folk-tale, fairy tale, parable, marchen, epic, fable, etc.

More than Just a Story: ritualistic (liturgical), musical (including dance), theatrical, artistic, seasonal, geographical, historical, pedagogical and lifespan stages aspects to archaic mythological story-telling

Common Mythological Story Forms - Including Specific Discussion of Some International Folk Motifs

Adapting Myths - Five Ways to Rework Archaic Non-Active Myths, Legends and Folk-Tales

Common Mythic Archetypes 2 - Heroes Save the World! (The various ‘Hero’ types)

Mythological Story Arcs 1 - Joseph Campbell and the Hero’s Journey 

Mythological Story Arcs 2 - Female Centred Mythological Story Arcs

Common Mythic Archetypes 3 - Father Gods and the Advent of Monotheism in the Ancient Near East

Common Mythic Archetypes 4 - The Trickster/Joker Archetype

Common Mythic Archetypes 5 - The Magician/Wizard/Witch Archetype (plus a discussion of the concept of ‘magic’ in storytelling)

Common Mythic Archetypes 6 - The Monster Archetype (with some discussion of the ‘Antagonist archetype’ and Jung’s notion of The Shadow)

Common Mythic Archetypes 7 - Loves Gods and Goddesses

Common Mythic Archetypes 8 - The Many Faces of the Feminine (The Goddesses of Ancient Greece)

Common Mythic Archetypes 9 - Underworlds and Abodes of the Dead

Common Mythic Archetypes 10 - Utopias, Paradise and Heaven

Common Mythic Archetypes 11 - Apocalypse and Endings (including discussion of the notion of ‘Judgement Day’ in the Christian tradition)

Introduction to Symbolism - Terminology

Freudian Understandings of Symbolism - The Personal Unconscious

Jungian Understandings of Symbolism - The Collective Unconscious

Symbols and Life Events

Symbol Systems for Creative People 1 - Vices and Virtues (the 7 Deadly sins & the 14 Post-modern Vices)

Symbol Systems for Creative People 2 - Tarot 

Symbol Systems for Creative People 3 - Astrology

Symbol Systems for Creative People 4 - The Humoral System and the Symbolism of the Elements

Symbol Systems for Creative People 5 - Reconstructed Celtic Polytheism: Celtic Sacred Animals and Plants

Symbol Systems for Creative People 6 - Numerology

Symbol Systems for Creative People 7 - Kabbalah

Symbol Systems for Creative People 8 - the I-Ching

Philosophy and the Writer - an Introduction 

Exploring Philosophical Questions Through Creative Writing 

The Symbolism of the Seasons and of Weather Phenomena

Cosmological Symbols - moon, sun, planets, stars, etc.

Symbolism of Animal, Bird, Fish, etc. 

Hermesian Poetics 1 - Alchemy and the Imagination

Hermesian Poetics 2 - A Cultural History of Thoth, Hermes, Mercury and Hermes Trismejistus

Hermesian Poetics 3 - Jung, Alchemy and Active Imagination

Hermesian Poetics 4 - Hermesian Postmodernism

The Cauldron Lore of the Ancient Celts

The Alchemical (Elemental) Poetics of Gaston Bachelard  

The Rise of Science in the Early Modern Period

The Faustian Pact - Science and Superstition (Does Science Attempt to Outlaw Myth?)

Mythological Motifs in 20th Century Science Fiction Stories

Series 3 - Writing Poetry

Part 1 – Introduction to Traditional Poetics

Introduction – a short History of Poetry. What is a poem?

Summary of the Multiple Levels to a ‘poem’
Ideas into Poems – sources of Inspiration

The Nine Muses of Traditional Poetry – including discussion of the concept of ‘Muse FM’
The Stanza (an Introduction)

Poets as Metrical Mathematicians – Introduction to Metre and Rhythm

Imagery, Symbolism and Symbol Systems in Poetry

The Concept of Cadence – rising, falling, level. Also, making the vowels work in traditional poems

Theme in Poetry

Point of View in Poetry- including some discussion of ‘character’ based poems

Some Shorter Poetic Forms

Precursors to the Modern – Introduction to Romanticist Poetics

Controlling the Poetic Maenads – Typical Problems with Poems

Introduction to Performance Poetry

Writing Song Lyrics – with some discussion of common ‘chord progressions’
How to Workshop Poetry

Who Publishes Poetry today? – the ‘career’ arc of contemporary poets (is there one?)

Part 2 – Advanced Poetics – Modernist and Postmodernist Poetry

Introduction – with some discussion of Plato’s Problem with Poets (as discussed in The Republic)

Clayton Eshleman and the Origins of the Imagination in the Upper Palaeolithic  – with discussion of his book Juniper Fuse. 
The Free Verse Revolution of the late 19th and early 20th Centuries

From Romanticism to Modernism - Early Modernist Poetics: The Symbolists

What is ‘Free Verse’?

Modernist Poetics 1 - Pound, HD, Eliot, Williams and the Objectivists

Modernist Poetics 2 - Dada and the Surrealists

Modernist Poetics 3 – the ‘poetics’ of the Italian and Russian Futurists

Modernist Poetics 4 – Artaud, Stein and Zukofsky

Political Poetry - Poetry and Injustice in the 20th century (also the ‘Poetry of Witness’)

Fun with Parodic, Satirical and Bawdy poems

Mainstream Trends – Expressionistic Neo-Romanticism

The Beats

Early Anti-colonial Poetics 1 – the Ethnopoetics movement of Jerome Rothenberg (plus some discussion of the ‘Deep Image’ movement.

Early Anti-colonial Poetics 2 – The Jindyworobak Movement in Australia (with discussion of the poetry of Judith Wright)

The ‘Line’ Becomes a ‘field of Associations’ –introduced via Marjorie Perloff’s understanding of differences between Modernist and Postmodernist poetics. Impact of ‘the crisis of the signifier’ on poetry.

Postmodernist Poetics 1- John Cage (and Chance Operations), Jackson McLow

Postmodernist Poetics 2 – European Oulipo and the birthing of new Poetic Forms (constraints based poetry)

Postmodernist Poetics 3 – The L=a=n=g=u=a=g=e Poets

Postmodernist Poetics 3B Western Marxist and Poststructuralist Foundations to  L=a=n=g=u=a=g=e poetry

Postmodernist Poetics 4 - Introduction to Cyber and Robopoetics – how the WWW is birthing new poetic forms (discussion: ‘poetry machines’)

Postmodernist Poetics 4B – John Tranter and computer programmed poems

Postmodernist Poetics 5 - Introduction to Eco-poetics – with discussion of the ‘poetics’ of Australian poet John Kinsella

Postmodernist Poetics 6 – Docu-poetics (Docu-praxis)

Postmodernist Poetics 7 – Disrupting the Language of Patriarchy (Feminist contributions to contemporary poetics)

Anti-colonial Poetics 1 – Disrupting the Language of the Colonial Oppressor - From James Joyce to indigenous Australian poet Lionel Foggerty 

The Third Hermesian Revolution – Emergence of a Global Poetics? How do Poets Maintain Local Cultural Integrity in the face of Cultural Globalisation? 

Series 4 - Writing Fiction - with an Emphasis on the Novel 

Introduction to Novel Writing - Being a Novelist (‘Long-distance Runner of the Fiction Writing World‘)

History of the Novel - an Introduction

An Introduction to Fiction Writing Genres

Ideas From Within/ Ideas From Without: Birthing a Novel Idea

Character 1 - Life Challenges that Sustain Interest in a Novel 

Story Arc Fundamentals - Some Common Models

The Pleasure of the Past - Drawing from Real Life, Distancing Oneself from Real Life

Selecting Scenes from the ‘Real Time Line’ - Including Discussion Scene Types

Notes on Scene Composition - especially of Dramatic Real Time Scenes 

Selecting a Point of View (POV)

Setting and its Relationship to ‘Point of View’ and ‘Symbolism’ (also ‘map making‘)

Symbols and Symbol Systems in Fiction

Character 2 - Character Dossiers, Getting to Know you Scenes and ‘Active Imagination’
Advanced Story Arc Theory - ‘Archetypes’ and ’Character Tropes’ 

Psychological/Interior Arcs of Main Characters

Theme in the Novel

Research and the Novelist

Internal Hurdles to Creativity - Writer’s Block and Ways to Self-Destruct

Fundamentals of Workshopping - How to Ask Intelligent Questions of a Piece of Fiction

Pacing - What is it? How to Fix Pacing Problems in a Novel.

Manuscript Development -  the ‘editing feedback cycle‘. Defns. of: Structural Editing, Copyediting, ‘global edits’, Manuscript Assessment services, Preparing Book proposals, etc.

The Realist Novel

Modernism and the Novel

Existentialism and the 20th Century Novel

Postmodernism and the Novel

Magical Realism and the Novel

Anti-novels: Experimental and avant garde Novels Forms

Publishing Options in the Age of Digital Publishing and the Internet Revolution (E-books, POD, Online Booksellers, Amazon Kindle, etc.)

Legal Matters: Agents, Copyright, Publishing Rights, Lending Rights, Film Rights, etc.

Genre 1 - The Contemporary Fantasy Novel 

Genre 2 - The Contemporary Horror Novel

Genre 3 - The Contemporary Thriller

Genre 4 - The Contemporary Science Fiction Novel

Genre 5 - The Contemporary Romantic Novel (including a discussion of erotic fiction)

Genre 6 - The Historic Novel
Series 5 - Psychology

History of Psychiatry 1 - Sacred Psychiatry (Shamanism to Demonology)

History of Psychiatry 2 - Proto-Scientific Psychiatry (The Humoral System and Moral Management Theories)

The Psychobiological Revolution of the 19th and 20th centuries 

Freud and the Classical model of Psychoanalysis

The Analytic Psychology of Carl G. Jung

Neo-psychoanalysis 1 - Adler’s ‘Individual Psychology’
Neo-psychoanalysis 2 - Erich Fromm’s ‘Social Psychoanalysis’ 

Neo-psychoanalysis 3 - Karen Horney’s ‘Social Psychoanalysis’
Object Relations Theories

Existential psychology 1 - the Logotherapy of Victor Frankl

Existential psychology 2 - Daseinanalysis

Humanistic psychology 1 - Maslow

Humanistic psychology 2 - Carl Rogers

The Behaviourist Approach

Cognitive Approaches to Personality

Cognitive Behaviourism 

Wilhelm Reich and Bioenergetic approaches

Narrative psychology

Stanislav Grof, Ken Wilbur and other figures in Transpersonal Psychology

The Relational Cultural Approach

The Primal Therapy of Arthur Janov

Introduction to Abnormal Psychology - brief history plus introduction to key modern Western notions of ‘illness’, ‘diagnosis’, ‘treatment’ etc. 

Brief History of Psychobiological Interventions - drug therapies, psychosurgery, shock therapies, etc. 

Fundamentals of the DSM-IV-TR  - key classifications, includes some discussion of common ‘illnesses’ 

Who Attends to the ‘mentally ill’? - Psychiatrists, Psychologists, Counsellors, Psychotherapists, Social Workers, etc.

Sociology based Critiques of the Medical Model - Marxist, Feminist, Existentialist, Neo-Psychoanalytic, Spiritual, etc. Includes discussion of ‘anti-psychiatry’ and ‘deinstitutionalisation’ in the 80s

Indigenous Non-Western Perspectives on Western Psychology and Psychiatry   

Introduction to Developmental Psychology - the concept of ‘life challenges’, ‘stage theories’, etc. 

Developmental and Life Span Psychology 1 - Freud, and Piaget

Developmental And Life Span Psychology 2 - Jung, Erikson and other theories of Childhood and Youth development. 

The Psychology of Stress

The Psychology of Oppression

Series 6 - Medieval and Early Modern European History 

Between 1994 and 1998 I delivered numerous lectures and tutorials on Medieval and Early Modern History at La Trobe University, Bendigo. The senior history lecturer at the time was Sara Warneke, otherwise known these days as the international fantasy writer Sara Douglass. At that point her writing career was just beginning to take off and as one of her tutors (and as someone also interested in writing) I remember we were one moment discussing Medieval church history, the next the cover of her first fantasy novel, Battleaxe - an exciting time!  I like to think I put my own spin on the material I taught - especially after Sara left for writing fame and fortune in 1998 - but in the early period, certainly, I was a novice historian (and PhD student) desperately struggling to absorb enough information in the days prior to a class to not to look silly delivering the material. The courses in Medieval and Early Modern history I taught during this period were designed by Sara.

a) The Medieval World (A Social History of the Medieval Period)

Introduction - Overview of the Medieval Period

Introduction to Issues in ‘Social History’
The Medieval Landscape

Village and Town

The Medieval Church 1 - the Development of Christianity

The Medieval Church 2 - Politics and the Medieval Church

The Magic and Demonology Implicit to ‘Popular Christianity’
Medieval Family and Kinship Groups

Medieval Concepts of Time

Medieval Calendars 

Medieval Understandings of ‘childhood’
Limits to ‘Individuality’ in the High Middle Ages 

The Marriage Institution in Medieval Europe

Medieval Attitudes Toward Sexuality

‘Work’ in the Medieval Period

Medieval Notions of Community, Charity and Pauperism 

Seasonal and Church Festivals, Leisure Activities and Popular forms of Entertainment 

Cultural Understandings of ‘Death’ in the Medieval Period

(Proto) Scientific and Technological Developments of the Medieval World

Survivals of Paganism in Medieval Europe

Medieval Magic

Demonology

Features of the Witch ‘Archetype’ in Medieval Europe

The Malleus and the Witch Hunts

Medieval Psychiatry - from Demonology to the Humoral System

b) Miscellaneous Lectures - Medieval History 

Key Political Events of the Early Middles Ages -  e.g. The Fall of Rome?

Byzantium

Was there a ‘Dark Ages’?

The Development of Feudalism - includes discussion of its key features

The Revival of Towns and Inter-regional Markets in the 12th century

Universities and the Revival of Learning

Church Definitions of Heresy

Perspectives on the Crusades

Key Political Developments of the High Middle Ages

The Phenomenon of Courtly Love

The Crises of the 14th Century 

The Protestant Reformation

Introduction to the Renaissance

Medieval Origins of the Scientific Revolution 

Series 7 – Psycho-spiritual Maladies of the ‘Civilised’ Subject
Introduction - The ‘Ennui Cycle’ as a Many Faced Beast: The Dominant Paradigm Defines the Malady?

Overview of Methodology -A  Multi-axial Approach to the ‘Ennui Cycle’ (Dysfunctional, Normative and Creative forms of the ‘Malady’)

Taedium Vitae - Classical Descriptions of the Ennui Cycle (i.e. Seneca)

Acedia, Tristitia and Sloth - The Desert Fathers Combat the ‘Vice’ of Joylessness

‘Black’ or ‘Saturnine Melancholy’ and ‘The Spleen’ - Humoral Psychology and Proto-scientific Descriptions of the Ennui Cycle

Early Modern forms of the ennui cycle - ‘The English Malady’ and the Anatomy of Melancholy
Pascal on Ennui 

Romanticism and the Ennui Cycle - The Creative Ennui of Coleridge, Byron and Chateaubriand?

Flaubert and Emma Bovary’s ‘normative ennui’
Kierkegaard and the ‘sickness unto death’ - A form of the normative ennui cycle?

Huysmans and the ennui cycle described in Against Nature
Baudelaire and ‘the creative Spleen’ - with reference to Paris Spleen and The Flowers of Evil
Descriptions of Fin de Siecle chronic ennui - the sociological concepts of ‘Anomie’ (Durkheim) and ‘Disenchantment’ (Weber)

T. S. Eliot and Modernist literary Descriptions of the new Ennui Cycle - The theme of ‘aridity’ (siccitas) in The Wasteland and The Hollow Men  

Camus and Existential Descriptions of the Ennui Cycle - with reference to The Plague and the Nausea (Being for Others, angst, estrangement, loss of self & loss of meaning).

Marxist and Western Marxist descriptions of ‘alienation’ and ‘estrangement’ - chronic ennui cycle in relation to the socialist paradigm?

‘The Female Malady’ - classic Feminist descriptions of ‘female chronic ennui’
Psychoanalysis and the ‘ennui cycle’
Postmodern Ennui  - introduction and definition: the problem of ‘derealisation’, schizoid developments‘, ‘hyper-addiction’, ‘psychopathic developments’, ‘depression culture’ and ‘narcissistic developments’ to the ennui cycle in the postmodernist phase.

Post-modern literary descriptions of chronic ennui - Waiting for Godot and Things
Chronic ennui as described in George Steiner’s In Bluebeard’s Castle

Doris Lessing and ‘the It’ - A version of the postmodern, Post-industrial ennui cycle?

‘Disenchantment’ and ‘Desacralisation’ - contemporary spiritual descriptions of the ‘ennui cycle’
Conclusion 1 - Critiques of Various Contemporary Psychological Approaches 

Conclusion 2 - The Concept of ‘Socio-Cultural Ennui’
Conclusion 3 - a Tentative Alternative Approach: A Fused Transpersonal/ Relational-Cultural Paradigm

Series 8 - Miscellaneous Sociology Lectures

The Sociology of Karl Marx

The Sociology of Max Weber

Western Marxist Contributions to Sociology

Habermas and the ‘Theory of Communicative Action’
Feminist Sociological Perspectives


