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There is some exciting news for you!

The ’City of Gardens: The Other Side of the Fence’ will go live in January. All 1st year profits will be donated to a charity of which is working towards ending homelessness in Victoria, BC, Canada. 

I will be engaged in a two month publicity campaign to prepare for the official release on March 1st, 2009 at the James Bay Community School located at 144 Oswego with the event starting at 7:00 pm.

The publicity campaign is designed to sell 500 books as a spark to set the city on fire. I am using this time to instigate discussions and controversy. Once a number of people read the book, this will be enough to promote further events throughout the year. I am very confident about the book’s release. 

I have founded an action committee designed to promote and raise funds for the, ‘Victoria Human Exchange Society’ using the book series as a catalyst. The series emphasizes in detail our message about providing awareness about mental illness, addiction and homelessness on the streets of Victoria.

The book is a shocker. It is bound to cause quite the stir. The book cover is very provocative and definitely sets the pace of becoming the talk of the town. The audience target is the residents of the Greater Victoria Area, past visitors to the city and future tourists who plan to come here.

This series is unlike any other publication about Victoria, BC, Canada. It is not a tourist guide or promotion of the city’s beauty. It details the obvious social decay in the downtown core of Victoria. This is what the tourists witness first hand a serious problem that is not mentioned in their brochure or guide.

January 2009, will be a very eventful month. This book will shake the city down to the roots. The official book release is expecting a high attendance for its debut. Stay tuned for up-dates as things are going to warm up in the very near future in Victoria, BC, Canada.

Until next week...
Best wishes, 
Patrick Schnerch
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 1. Feature Article: The Dirty Little Secret.
This is not something that you would find in a tourist brochure about Victoria. Our visitors are shocked by the high concentration of the number of homeless people downtown. Open drug and alcohol use is more common that one may think. Panhandling is a very common practice in this area. 

There are over 1,242 homeless or unstably housed people in Greater Victoria, 2/3rds of them are absolutely homes. Their ages range from seniors right down to children with the youngest surveyed was only 12 years old.

Out of the 815 surveyed the Victoria Cool Aid Society, 48% have drug or alcohol problems. 42% said they suffered from mental illness and 27% stated that they had both. There are 250 to 300 adolescents and emerging adults who are on the street, most of them have drug or alcohol issues.  

There are 1,500 to 2,000 injection users in Greater Victoria. 72% have Hepatitis C and 17% have HIV. 40% of them are homeless. We have 600 – 800 Crystal Meth users. It costs $50,000 a year to support one homeless person through services such as emergency room visits, police enforcement and emergency shelters. 

The Victoria Police Department spent over $9 million during a 40 month period on repeat encounters of 324 people, most were drug or alcohol related as well as mental illness. If we housed and supported the people, we would save $12,000 on each homeless person a year. Right now Victoria is paying over $62 million of related services; taxpayers could save over $14 million in taxes every year if we took care of them properly.
Tourism, business and public safety has been greatly affected by these conditions. Business is down and crime is up. This is something the travel guides fail to mention, but this is one of the first things the tourists see when they visit our city. Years and decades of ignorance and neglect have escalated to a crisis situation.

Work is being down to address these problems last year, but had little to no impact on this situation. For years this has been Victoria’s dirty little secret, it has now come up to the surface and bite us in the backside. The city cannot sweep this under the carpet any longer, it may be too little too late.
  
 2. Recommended Resources
In your browser, type ‘City of Victoria” and go to the city’s web page. Click the ‘City Hall’ tab and click ‘Task Force’. You will see survey results, reports, and recommendations on how to address homelessness in Victoria.

Go to, www.humanx.org. This is the charitable organization I have chosen to fundraise for.

Go to, www.schnerchpj.com/blogs for more details about the situation, book and my action committee. 

  
 3. Quote of the Week
“You cannot cure mental illness, addiction and homelessness with guns and batons’.

Patrick J. Schnerch
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