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Welcome back to this issue of The G-Spot! 
Hope everyone’s enjoying a nice first day of spring where you are. In my area it’s been dry and sunny the last couple of days. Friday was nice enough for a very light jacket or no jacket at all (or, if you’re one of those fast, hot-blooded types in a rush for summer, nice enough for shorts and sandals. Me, I think I’ll hold off on the striptease just yet, especially since the weather forecasters were calling for snow this Thursday…yes, you heard me right—SNOW! That other nasty, four-letter word). 

This issue my author spotlight shines on multi-published author Berengaria Brown! Don’t miss the excerpt of  her Siren Publishing release, ETERNITY and our riveting and revealing interview within (
HIGHLIGHTS – CABLE, NETFLIX, THEATRICAL RELEASES:
ANIMAL KINGDOM (Australian): Seventeen year old Joshua Cody’s mother suffers a fatal overdose leaving him to the not-so-tender mercies of a ruthless crime family that he hasn’t had contact with since he was a young boy. He goes to live with his grandmother and uncles who along with a family friend comprise a notorious gang of armed robbers. Joshua is pulled into a blood feud between the Armed Robbery Unit and his family when two police officers are brutally murdered. His loyalty to a family he barely knows and understands is soon tested when a compassionate detective from the ARU tries to convince him to go into protective custody and testify against his uncles. Jacki Weaver gives an unflinching and powerful performance as the glue holding the crime family together and a woman who will stop at nothing to protect her boys. Ben Mendolsohn is chilling as oldest brother Pope and newcomer James Frecheville is authentic and persuasive as a young man torn between doing what’s right and protecting his blood. 4 out of 5 Stars.
ALIEN SAGA, THE: Narrated by John Hurt, most famous for the Alien bursting out of his chest scene in the original Alien, this is a very good documentary about the inception of the franchise, focusing most of its attention on the first and second entries with interesting cast and crew interviews and commentaries. I love the behind-the-scenes look into the movies, but especially the creative processes of the writers, directors and the creature and set designers. A somewhat dated (considering there have been two Alien vs Predator movies already) but a must see for fans—like myself—of the Alien franchise. 4 out of 5 Stars
BATTLE: LOS ANGELES: A seasoned Marine staff sergeant who has lost several men under his command in a previous assignment is ready for retirement after twenty years on the job. When Earth is invaded by an alien force, however, all hands are on deck and he is called into action to defend humanity. With him on what turns into a personal mission of redemption are a young, fresh-out-of-school lieutenant with a wife and a baby on the way; a good-natured, soon-to-be-wedded corporal; a bitter young marine who’s lost his brother to the war overseas; and an assorted collection of other young, untried but gung-ho and dedicated marines who all make up a platoon sent into the battle zone to retrieve a group of civilians left behind during the evacuation of Los Angeles after the initial attack. The acting here is serviceable even if the characters are stereotypes and not multi-dimensional. The plot is straightforward and cohesive if not multi-layered. The big attraction here, however, is the non-stop action and there is plenty of it to go around along with lots of explosions, plentiful, well-choreographed combat scenes and great special effects—everything I look forward to in my big-budget, blockbuster action movies. Hoo-Rah! 4 out of 5 Stars

BREAKFAST WITH SCOT: Ex-hockey star Eric suffered a career-ending injury five years previous and is now a television sportscaster. Attorney and Eric’s partner Sam shares some news one morning that will drastically change both their lives. Sam’s brother Billy’s girlfriend has died from an overdose leaving behind her young son, Scot. Since absentee, neglectful dad Billy is in Brazil, Sam agrees to take Scot in to keep him out of state custody until Billy returns to the country. Eric is against taking Scot in from the beginning but slowly comes around the longer the bubbly, pint-sized Boy George lives with him and Sam, dangerously close to becoming attached to the kid against his better judgment. Scot has a habit of drawing the best out of everyone—his peers at school, the homophobic bully next door, his teachers—but especially Eric who learns from Scot that it’s okay to be who and what he is. Tom Cavanaugh is funny and sharp as the semi-closeted Eric and has great chemistry with Noah Bernett who plays Scot with unabashed affection and sincerity in this formulaic but feel-good and entertaining indie drama. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
CATFISH: Nev is a talented 24-year old photographer working out of New York. Eight-year-old Abby sees one of his photographs online and e-mails him an amazing rendition of it in one of her paintings. From here, the pair begins corresponding on Facebook. Nev’s brother Ariel and their friend Henry decide to detail the evolution of Nev’s relationship with the budding young artist and eventually her entire family in Michigan, including her mother Angela, father Vince, Abby’s brothers and her sexy nineteen-year-old sister Megan in a documentary. Nev’s suspicions grow during several of his communications with Megan, however, and he sets out to separate fact from fiction. This is one of those movies where you can’t really tell too much more about it or risk giving away the big “reveal” of the climax. The makers marketed this movie as something it really isn’t—a suspense thriller. It turns out to be an interesting movie, especially for the Facebook, internet generation, in spite of this however. I like the way one of the characters ties-in the title of the movie to the overall theme so that the movie and the characters’ motivations actually make a weird kind of sense. 3 out of  Stars

CENTURION: Roman soldier Quintus Dias escapes on foot from a guerilla group of warriors called the Picts but is nearly run down and re-captured before Roman soldiers from the Ninth Legion intercept and rescue him. Rejoining the fight against the Picts, Dias and a handful of Ninth Legion soldiers survive a bloody battle that sees the Ninth’s general taken prisoner. Dias and the rest of the surviving Ninth go after the Picts to rescue their general. However, once the plan goes awry, Dias is charged with leading the ragtag group from behind enemy lines and home safely, all the while being hunted by the bloodthirsty Picts. Lots of action and gory battle scenes make up this entertaining, fast-paced, survival-of-the-fittest period piece. Really enjoyed the ending. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
CRIMSON RIVERS, THE (French): When a body is found hanging from a mountainside in a ritualistic manner, legendary homicide detective Pierre Niemans is called onto the case. His first trip is to the morgue within the campus of a celebrated and self-sufficient French university where he learns all the gruesome details of the victim’s murder. One hundred and fifty miles away, young Lieutenant Max Kerkerian is called to investigate the desecration of a grave and the break-in at a school. Eventually, clues from Kerkerian’s case lead him into Nieman’s backyard where the two cases inevitably converge. However, getting two lone wolves—one a young hot-head the other older and jaded—to work together proves a real challenge. Persuasive performances from Reno and Cassel in this fast-paced murder/mystery thriller and an excellently executed premise. I thought I had this figured out half-way through but I only got it half right. Exciting surprise ending. 4 out of 5 Stars
DARE: Alexa is the overachieving virgin who wants to be an actress. She’s teamed up with Johnny in a high school production of a Street Car Named Desire. Johnny’s the handsome bad-boy who could care less about acting and comes off as nonchalant and belligerent, but is hiding a well of pain beneath his tough-guy veneer. Outcast Ben is Alexa’s best friend since the two were six, and when Alexa breaks out of her good-girl shell to take some sexual risks and experience life, Ben does the same, inadvertently falling for the same person as Alexa. A unique coming-of-age drama that takes some unpredictable twists and turns as the characters deal with adult issues of intimacy, heartbreak, betrayal and separation. The cast was great, especially Zach Gilford whose portrayal of hard-on-the-outside but sensitive-on-the-inside Johnny transcends the angsty bad-boy cliché and moves into the realms of sublime. My rating reflects his performance (one that really makes the audience feel Johnny’s confusion and sorrow) as much as the provocative plot. Also enjoyed the irony and reversal of the ending. 4 out of 5 Stars
DECEIT: Brian and Emily Nicholson are having problems in their marriage and have been for a while. Brian drinks and likes to get physical with Emily. She puts up with it until David, an old friend returns to town with his girlfriend for his father’s funeral. David and Brian are best friends, but David has been in love with Emily since he met her. His return stirs up old memories and old feelings of a drunken night when he and Emily slept together right before David went away to law school in New York. Emily leads David to believe that his feelings are mutual and they begin a torrid affair with the intent that Emily will leave Brian for David. However, when Emily tells Brian of her intentions, plans run violently awry, ending in a death. The entire movie unfolds in flashbacks as murder suspect David is questioned by homicide detectives and relays his story. Passable suspense thriller, but it’s been done a hundred times before and a lot better so despite the little twist at the end this was pretty predictable. 3 out of 5 Stars
DEVIL: Detective Bowden lost his family to a hit and run driver several years ago and hence has lost his faith in God and man. In the midst of investigating a seemingly random suicide, Bowden is called in on an assault case nearby where five people are stuck in an elevator. A recovering alcoholic, Bowden’s faith is further tested when he finds himself forced in a race against time and the supernatural to save the five not-so-innocent souls in the elevator from certain death. Shyamalan has gotten back to basics with this fast-paced suspense thriller, weaving a tight story with solid characterization, background and motivation and a surprise ending that brings everything full circle to prove that nothing doesn’t happen for a reason and there are no coincidences in life. I enjoyed this and really wouldn’t have felt gypped had I caught this in the theater. Even better, I guessed who the culprit was long before movie’s end even though I didn’t figure out Shyamalan’s signature twist ;) 3.5 out of 5 Stars

DIRTY FILTHY LOVE (Great Britain): Mark was once a brilliant architect who’s lost his job because of his mental conditions: Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD) and Tourette’s Syndrome. He’s separated from his wife Stevie who has grown intolerant of Mark’s inability to control his behavior over the years. The loss of his job and the deterioration of his marriage only exacerbates Mark’s depression. His doctor ups his rounds of medication, but not until Mark meets someone else like him, a young woman named Charlotte who invites him to join her group, does he start to make a turnaround and even begins to feel like a normal person. Mark’s recovery, however, is short-lived when Stevie weaves her way back into his life. Shirley Henderson was noteworthy as Charlotte, the leader of the OCD group representing a veritable array of neuroses and phobias that make Mark seem comparably and completely sane and leaving me struck with sadness and laughing out loud watching their antics whenever they all got together. The always versatile Michael Sheen, one of the main reasons I watched the movie, was magnificent as Mark, giving a poignant, in-depth performance and look into the world of the mentally ill in this dark romantic comedy that had me cracking up and grimacing in equal measure. The ending was bittersweet and down-to-earth. 4 out of 5 Stars
DOGVILLE: Thomas Edison, Jr. fancies himself a writer and an intellectual and comes off as a bit arrogant to the small town people of the place where he lives in Dogville. On a nightly constitutional, he hears gunfire and a time later discovers a young woman trying to escape over the mountains at the edge of town. Thomas convinces the rest of the town’s people to let Grace hide out in their little settlement at the risk of putting themselves on the wrong side of the hoodlums that are after Grace. This was a three-hour production with some interesting insights into the nature of man vs doing what’s right simply for right’s sake, among other issues, but ultimately the minimalist style, execution and the narration were too off-putting for me to continue watching this much past the first hour despite the stellar cast and timeless themes. Tea was just a little too high-brow for my cup. 1.5 out of 5 Stars
DOWN TO THE BONE: Irene is a working class, blue-collar wife and mother of two and she’s a coke addict. She’s been using drugs since high school and it’s pretty much a normal part of her life. When her habit begins to interfere with her daily existence and has her literally scraping the bottom of the barrel for dregs because her dealer won’t front her next high, Irene knows that she has a problem. She convinces herself that she’s going to rehab for her kids, but she knows the issue is bigger than that. In rehab she meets a kindred soul in ex-addict and male nurse Bob. Bob takes her to NA meetings and is the perfect image of support before he unceremoniously falls off the wagon and takes Irene down with him. Vera Farmiga once again gives an outstanding performance here emoting so much vulnerability and frustration with just a look as she seamlessly slips into the soul and skin of Irene and makes us sympathize with her plight juggling her desire to be with Bob and help him stay clean and her own struggles to stay clean with a junky around. Excellent and gritty indie drama. 4 out of 5 Stars 

EAST OF SUNSET: Substitute teacher Carley is on a downward spiral of drugs and alcohol and is finding it hard to climb out of her depression. When Carley meets bartender and aspiring artist Jim Smith, he makes her want to be a better woman and let down her emotional walls, but she doesn’t come around without a fight. Carley pops prescription pills, smokes pot and drinks alcohol almost every day, but somehow draws the line at Jim’s recreational cocaine and heroin use when he indulges at a party during a publicity push for a show of his artwork in New York. Mired in a culture of drug use and a romantic relationship of co-dependence, neither character can see that each of them is involved in some form of self-destructive behavior despite their protestations to the contrary and it’s Jim’s potential rise in the art world that puts the hypocrisy of their chemical dependence under a microscope. The acting is sometimes stilted and awkward as is the dialogue, yet effective enough to make an argument against recreational drug use and the double standards of legal drug use as opposed to illegal drug use. An interesting if also dark and depressing romantic drama. Good soundtrack. 3 out of 5 Stars
EDISON FORCE: Covering a routine story in a courtroom for a weekly paper, novice reporter Josh Pollack stumbles onto the beginnings of a scoop that could blow the lid off of the corruption in the Edison Police Force, specifically its covert operating F.R.A.T (First Response Assault Tactical) Unit. This is, if he can stay alive long enough to tell the tale and his sources don’t keep dying. Justin Timberlake does a decent job here in his first feature-film role as Pollack and leads an all-star cast including Morgan Freeman as his grizzled and jaded boss and Kevin Spacey as an investigator for the DA. Better than average corrupt cop movie with solid performances (especially L.L. Kool J as a cop experiencing a crisis of conscience and Dylan McDermott as a morally bankrupt loose cannon), adequate twists and turns and a fast-paced story to make this an action-packed, entertaining ride. 3.5 out of 5 Stars 

EVIL (Swedish): Erik has a bad reputation for violence at school but then he learned from his stepfather who beats him on a regular basis at home. Expelled from high school for fighting, Erik is sent to a prestigious boarding school where the senior students bully and beat on the younger subordinate students on a regular basis and so the cycle of violence in Erik’s life continues. This time he is determined that things will be different and he doesn’t retaliate…until he is no longer given the choice. There were times when I didn’t really know where this movie was going or especially if and when Erik would snap under the constant hazing, but never did I stop rooting for Erik who showed more character than the adults who demonized him and the aristocratic snooty students who tormented him throughout his matriculation. Andreas Wilson gives a compelling performance as Erik, a teen who just wants to be left in peace, but who is caught between a rock and a hard place at every turn. This was an excellent study of the nature of evil and whether or not it is learned or innate. 4.5 out of 5 Stars
EXAM (Great Britain): Eight individuals from several different backgrounds and cultures are candidates for a coveted position with a Fortune 500 Company, but the final stage of their testing could prove their undoing or eventually make them stronger. Locked in a windowless, guarded room they are given very precise instructions, exams and 80 minutes in which to answer one question. Problem is the exams are blank. When one candidate “spoils” her paper by endeavoring to answer the unknown question and is disqualified, the remaining seven candidates are left to decide how best to uncover the question and the answer by working together. Human nature, however, rears its ugly head bringing out the best and the worst in each candidate in the process. This was a taut, fast-paced, edge-of-your-seat psychological thriller with lots of twists and turns and that, like LORD OF THE FLIES and THE EXPERIMENT, examines group dynamics under pressure and the lengths every individual is willing to go to achieve an ultimate goal, even when he or she doesn’t really know what the goal is. 4 out of 5 Stars
FOREVER STRONG: Rick Penning is a star rugby player for his father’s team before circumstances send him to a reformatory and he winds up playing for the championship Highland team, his former opponents. The coach of Highland, Larry Gelwix, isn’t only about winning on the field like Rick’s father. He’s more about building character and good young men. For decades this philosophy has built winning Highland teams but also boys with good character. It takes some time for Coach Gelwix’s no-alcohol-no-drugs-no-cheating attitude to finally rub off on Rick, but once it does and Rick finally embraces his new teammates and his coach, Rick’s father shows up at the reformatory to take him home where he belongs to play for the Razorbacks like he’s supposed to. Based on true events, this was an entertaining and energetic sports movie in the tradition of VARSITY BLUES, REMEMBER THE TITANS and even NEVER BACK DOWN, just to name a few. The performances by the lead actors and supporting players were convincing. The scenes of competition on the field were very well-done and showed the brutality and skill of the sport and I enjoyed the vicarious thrill of being exposed to and learning the ins and outs of an unfamiliar game. 4 out of 5 Stars
GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: Forest ranger Drew rescues a distraught Mark from atop a mountain during a sudden rain storm. Apparently injured worse than he initially seems, Mark convalesces in the hospital and upon waking days after the incident on the mountain discovers that he has amnesia and doesn’t remember who he is or what his life was before meeting Drew. Drew becomes attached to Mark and wants to take care of him until Mark’s memory returns, risking his heart to the total unknown: Mark’s past. Mark is just as drawn to Drew as Drew is to him and the men begin an emotional and heated affair that might just be doomed to failure if the ghosts from Mark’s past have anything to say about it. A sweet romantic drama with solid performances and an interesting, well-executed premise. 3 out of 5 Stars. 

GOOD HEART, THE: Lucas is a young homeless man who tries to commit suicide and ends up in the hospital roommates with misanthropic racist curmudgeon Jacques. Jacques is a bar owner with no family and no friends and has had five heart attacks and counting. Jacques is desperate to live and wonders why someone so young and in peak health would try to take his own life. Jacque decides to take Lucas on as his protégé and once he’s released from the hospital he hunts up the young man on the street, offers him room and board and begins to show him the ropes of his business. He wants his bar to go on after he is gone and has chosen Lucas to carry the torch. When a young tearful woman shows up at the bar one evening, she drastically changes the dynamics and throws a monkey wrench into Lucas and Jacque’s symbiotic relationship. Jacques can be lovable and loathsome in the same breath and Brian Cox is pitch perfect in the role, eliciting laughs, winces and tugging the heartstrings with his outrageous outbursts and Archie Bunker antics and one-liners. The sweet and virtuous Lucas is Jacques’s foil in every way and Paul Dano plays him with poignant simplicity. The denizens who patronize the bar are as colorful and engaging in their supporting roles as the leads. I wanted to hate the ending but it was entirely fitting and made this dark indie comedy an interesting watch as well as a provocative character study.  4 out of 5 Stars
GRACE IS GONE (February Challenge – Shelfari Movie Lovers’ Group – Watch a movie that has a character or an actor/actress with your name): Stanley Phillips is an ex-serviceman who has just received the worst news a husband could and now has the unenviable responsibility of having to tell his two daughters that their mother Grace was killed in the line of duty in Iraq. Still trying to sort out his own feelings about the service and war in general and his wife’s death in particular, Stanley takes his girls on a road trip to an amusement park, putting off the inevitable for as long as he can. This was a quiet and poignant drama, one in which I spent the whole time wondering how and when this father was going to break the news to his two girls. John Cusack is excellent as the grieving father and he has great chemistry with the two girls Shelan O’Keefe and Gracie Bednarczyk who both give genuine and stirring performances in their own right. I cried at the end as I knew I would. 3.5 out of 5 Stars. 
HAWAII, OSLO (Norway): In this suspenseful drama we meet a variety of individuals who don’t know each other but whose paths cross several times during the course of one day with divergent results: a man who is in an institution where he feels safe and can only be drawn out for the love of a woman; his friend, a male nurse at the institution who is clairvoyant; a set of parents who are told their newborn doesn’t have long to live; two fatherless boys with the threat of being split up and put into an orphanage hanging over their heads;  a suicidal woman; a dedicated ambulance driver; a convict getting out on furlough to celebrate his brother’s birthday; and a stewardess who has traveled all over the world but whose most important destination is a cafe called Hawaii in Oslo where she is to meet an old friend and keep her promise to him. The title stands for a real place, but also symbolizes escape and a promised land, and is where all the individuals’ lives converge. This movie is similar to BABEL and CRASH with the same fateful, collision-course story line featuring a group of people with whom we can all sympathize and for whom we can all root. HAWAII, OSLO is also just as stirring, thought-provoking and well-acted as its predecessors but with a haunting, mystical feel. A fitting and bittersweet ending with a twist caps off this compelling two hours.  4 out of 5 Stars
I AM NUMBER FOUR: “John Smith” isn’t your average teen. He is an alien with special powers that he is just coming into—his legacy. His guardian, Henri, is a warrior and a fellow Lorian charged with keeping John safe. Henri and John have lived on Earth since the destruction of their planet and those they loved, hiding out among us and traveling from state to state when their enemies, the Mogadorians get too close. Number Three has just been killed and since Mogadorians are killing John’s kind in sequential order, he and Henri know that he is next. At his new school, John is finding it difficult to keep a low profile, despite how hard he tries. He manages to get tangled up with a girl (Sarah), a scifi geek (Sam) and a football playing bully (Mark) in short order. After an incident when several members of the football team are injured and the law comes snooping around asking questions, Henri decides that it’s time to move again, but John puts his foot down, ready to make a stand for what he wants. This was the perfect popcorn movie—lots of action, special effects and a sweet romance at its center. The performances are serviceable and the characters are likable, especially Sam the scifi geek and Mark’s personal whipping boy whose personality is brought to funny, touching life by Callan McAulliffe. The climax is explosive and full of worthwhile surprises (don’t mess with that Beagle!). The ending definitely leaves things open for a sequel or two. Certain movies just lend themselves to the theater experience and this movie was one of them for me, overall an entertaining action/adventure, scifi romance well worth the wait. 4 out of 5 Stars
INTO TEMPTATION: Father John Buerlein is a Catholic priest who cares about his flock, each and every individual in it. One day a strange woman enters his confessional and asks for forgiveness for a sin she hasn’t yet committed: she’s going to kill herself soon. Before he can get more out of the woman, she disappears. Days after the encounter, Father John is haunted by the young woman who, among other things, admitted to being a victim of sexual abuse as a child. He begins a search for the woman in the red light district at the risk of his career and his very life. Jeremy Sisto gives a convincing performance as Father John, a dedicated man of faith in a race against time and following his instincts to save the troubled soul of a prostitute who has reached the end of her rope. It was out of the ordinary too to see Kristin Chenoweth in such a dark and serious role as Linda the prostitute, a departure from her usual roles and one she sinks her teeth into. The ending left me a little empty but overall, this was an interesting indie drama. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
IRREVERSIBLE (French): The story unfolds in reverse sequential order and follows Alex, her boyfriend Marcus and her ex Pierre during the course of one fateful night when the three got out to a party together preceding Alex’s brutal rape later in the evening. Marcus and Pierre are determined to get revenge and pay two questionable types to help them find the man responsible for the attack. The search leads Marcus and Pierre to a gay fetish club called The Rectum. The first thirty or so minutes of this film were confusing and very disorienting and I wouldn’t recommend it for someone prone to seizures. The camera work was dizzying, making one feel as if the cameraman was shooting from a merry-go-round, all the more lending itself to the feeling of things spinning out of control which actually was a very effective method to get the audience into the mindset of the characters and the horrible, raw situation. This is a very dark, graphic and gritty movie, not for the squeamish by any means, but an excellently acted, haunting and in your face commentary on the aftermath of rape and revenge and how quickly things can change and go from good to bad to worse just on the strength of one critical decision. 4 out of 5 Stars
KILLING FLOOR, THE: David Lamont is a successful literary agent whose ambition and arrogance will soon become his downfall…or his greatest triumph. He’s just purchased his dream dwelling in Manhattan, an expensive penthouse apartment in an exclusive building with a beautiful and mysterious downstairs neighbor who he’s immediately attracted to. However, none of this can save him from a stalker bent on turning him into a frightened, paranoid man seeing enemies around every corner. Tense suspense thriller with nice twists and turns to a not-so-surprising ending, though still an entertaining ninety-eight minutes. 3 out of 5 Stars
LATE FOR DINNER (re-watch): Out-of-work milkman Willie Husband is in trouble with the bank that is trying to foreclose on his home. When he tries to straighten things out with the manager, plans run drastically awry and Willie and his brother-in-law Frank end up on the run for a murder they think they committed. Fast-forward twenty-nine years later when Willie and Frank are accidentally woken up out of the cryogenic deep freeze they were placed in by a not-so-mad scientist. All Willie and Frank want to do now is get home, until they find out that home isn’t what it used to be and that the people there—Willie’s wife Joy and their little girl Jessie included—have gone through some drastic changes along with the rest of the world in the past, almost three decades. This is one of the sweetest, sincere, quirky and well-acted romances I’ve ever had the pleasure of watching and I still love it as much as I did the first time I saw it (gulp) twenty years ago (wow, can’t believe it’s been that long!) 4.5 out of 5 Stars

LIKE DANDELION DUST: Parallel stories of two couples on a collision course highlight this film: one a blue-collar couple who has forfeited their rights to their newborn son seven years previous when the father was imprisoned and the mother was left alone to make the hardest decision of her life; the other an affluent couple who has adopted and is raising Joey as their son. Much like LOSING ISAIAH this movie explores the issues of entitlement, second chances and to what lengths parents—biological and adoptive both—will go to protect the child they love. The premise is well-executed and the performances by Mira Sorvino, Cole Hauser and Kate Levering are all moving. To me, however, Barry Pepper is the standout as Rip Porter a reformed alcoholic and ex-con struggling with his personal demons and trying to make things right for his wife, their son Joey and the couple raising Joey as their son. Maxwell Perry Cotton as the little boy with four parents who love him and are fighting over him, is absolutely adorable, endearing and reminded me of Johnathan Lipnicki in JERRY MAGUIRE. A poignant and well-done family drama that I really enjoyed. 4 out of 5 Stars
LEGENDARY (aka BROTHER’S KEEPER): Math nerd Cal Chetley is tired of being the tougher boys’ whipping boy and one day decides to join the wrestling team at his high school. If he makes it, he will be following in some pretty big footsteps left behind by his champion wrestler father, Mac and his champion wrestler older brother Mike. Cal was very young when his father died and he barely knows his brother, but he’s hoping to get Mike on board with preparing him in order to join the team. Tracking Mike down and convincing him that he is needed for more than just his wrestling ability could be more of a challenge, however, than Cal’s making the team with almost no practical experience. This was at once a funny and sensitive family drama about forgiveness, healing and redemption as well as a great little sports movie in the same vein of THE KARATE KID and RUDY as just a couple of examples. John Cena did a pretty decent job here as Mike but Devon Graye was the absolute star of this show as Cal giving a poignant and believable performance as a teen with a large void in his life, looking to fill it with a viable male role model. I loved the chemistry his character had with Patricia Clarkson’s mother. The climax was realistic and triumphant without being maudlin, even though my eyes were welled up for most of it. 4 out of 5 Stars. 

LITTLE CHENIER: A CAJUN STORY: Beaux Dupuis is left with the care of his mentally challenged younger brother Pemon when their mother deserts the family twenty years previous and their father remains an absentee parent who only pops in once in a blue moon to stir up trouble. Beaux’s girlfriend Marie-Louise unexplainably ups and runs off to marry the sheriff’s son and deputy, Carl LeBauve, leaving Beaux more bereft and confused. When a tragic incident leaves Carl the sheriff, he uses his new-found authority to settle his personal vendetta against Beaux by arresting Pemon on some trumped-up charges. Jeremy Davidson gives a convincing performance as the despicable Carl and Fred Koehler is excellent as Pemon. Johnathan Schaech also gives a touching performance as a poor young man in untenable circumstances, balancing the trouble of his corner of the world on his shoulders. This was a good, authentic movie about family ties, community and life on the bayou with interesting twists and turns to a predictable yet paradoxically unexpected ending that proved a satisfying payoff to the gradual buildup. 4 out of 5 Stars
LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIP: Tired with the gay dating scene, Glenn decides to answer an ad in the Personals. He hooks up with Adam, a traditional architect from the South who’s looking for a serious relationship. Clashing political parties aside, Glenn and Adam have great, instant chemistry but the true tests of their infant relationship is whether Glenn’s gay and straight friends like Adam and whether or not Glenn can overcome old bad habits to settle down into a life of monogamy. Some nudity and graphic sex, otherwise a cute rom-com with universal themes of friendship, loyalty, love and romance, and solid performances from a colorful, engaging cast. 3 out of 5 Stars.

MAN FROM EARTH, THE: John Oldman is a scholar and university professor on a fast track to tenure when he decides to retire at thirty-five and move on. Several colleagues and friends drop in at his home while he’s in the midst of packing up his belongings, unwilling to let him leave without a farewell party. However, well-wishes and concern turn into a cross-examination of John’s reasons for leaving. When John reveals the truth, that he is an immortal who has walked the earth for 14,000 years, an intense and philosophical discourse ensues on history, religion, the origin of man in general, and the origin of John in particular and whether or not he is what and who he claims to be. A compelling and hot-button science fiction movie highlighted by a thought-provoking script, low key but wholly appropriate performances and an inspired, bombshell ending I didn’t see coming. I love it when a movie sneaks up on and surprises me like this one did. 4.5 out of 5 Stars
MIDNIGHT COWBOY (March Challenge – Shelfari Move Lovers’ Group - Watch a movie that has either won or been nominated for an Academy Award, from any year PRIOR to 2010 (so that is NOT a winner or nominee of the recent awards). Can be from any category.): Green Texan Joe Buck has big ambitions and desires to cash in on his youth and good looks by traveling east to the promised land—New York—where he thinks rich upper class women will just be banging his door down for the privilege of bedding him. Turns out Joe is too soft and naïve for hustling and in the span of twenty-four hours is out-hustled by one of his clients and a guy who convinces Joe that he needs better management in order to capitalize on his studliness. Enrico “Ratso” Rizzo is more of a loser than Joe and just as much of dreamer, his fondest wish to move to Miami where the weather is warm and the beautiful women are plentiful. Through flashbacks and dreams, we get a sense of Joe’s traumatic background and an idea that he is running from something rather than to something. We learn too why he is such an easy mark until desperation forces his hand. John Voight is compelling as Joe, but it is Dustin Hoffman as Ratso who is utterly tear-jerking as is the ambiguous bond that forms between the two unlikely partners in crime. Great movie but an even better and haunting soundtrack. 4 out of 5 Stars
MONSTERS: Six years previous, Earth suffered an alien invasion but has managed to contain its spread to an Infected Zone located between the U.S.-Mexican border where joint military forces maintain a fragile hold over the area. Andrew Kaulder, an ambitious photojournalist is in the Zone documenting the carnage and trying to get an award-winning, front-page shot when he is strong-armed by his media mogul boss into escorting his injured and traumatized daughter Samantha to a safe zone through the alien-infested jungles of South America. I liked how the people in the affected area go about their lives normally as if nothing extraordinary is going on, assimilating to the presence of the creatures as just another part of life, actually creating a cottage industry, especially surrounding travel in and out of the Infected Zone. Like DISTRICT 9 this movie makes up for its lack of big-budget special effects with its concentration on the ethical and personal dilemmas of its main characters and a solid, road-trip story making for an interesting and suspenseful sci-fi drama. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
MOTHER AND CHILD: Elizabeth is an ambitious and capable attorney who’s moved around in her job a lot the last several years and doesn’t like setting down roots. This could be because she was adopted out as an infant and doesn’t know either her mother or her father. She comes off as independent, nonchalant and unaffected to the outside world, but deep down she is bitter and cold in an attempt to hide her vulnerability. Middle-aged physical therapist Karen gave up her baby for adoption thirty-seven years ago and has regretted it ever since, but lately more than ever her decision is beginning to haunt her. She too is aloof, demanding and difficult to get along with. Barren Lucy and her husband want to adopt a baby desperately to realize their desires for parenthood that is if familial and legal issues don’t block their way. In this insightful drama where three women’s lives interweave, an argument can be made for nature vs nurture as Elizabeth and Karen are so much alike without ever having met that it’s uncanny. In the end, however, all three women prove that it is love that is the strongest bond between mother and child and sacrifice and time spent together are the great equalizers. Outstanding and heartbreaking performances in this, especially from Annette Bening and Kerry Washington. 5 out of 5 Stars.
MY GIRLFRIEND’S BOYFRIEND: Ethan is an aspiring novelist/handyman who is ready to give up on his dreams after numerous rejections. Troy is a successful writer in commercial advertising who feels like he’s sold out his gift. Jesse, a lovelorn, divorced waitress who’s given up on romance meets both men separately but on the same day and sparks inspiration in them both with a few random words. Soon Jesse finds herself dating and falling for both men. Now suffering from an embarrassment of riches juggling two ideal boyfriends, Jesse is confused about how to proceed and stay true to herself and her heart. Alyssa Milano is engaging and convincing as Jesse and has great chemistry with Christopher Gorham and Michael Landes as Ethan and Troy respectively, so much so I found myself as stumped as Jesse about who she should wind up with. I have to admit I didn’t think I would enjoy this as much as I did either but this turned out to be a cute, unique and good clean rom-com with smart and snappy dialogue and solid performances to complement a well-written story. Clever surprise ending that I didn’t fully appreciate until hours later when a couple of scenes and dialogue kept running through my mind and I finally had a duh, light bulb moment ;) 4 out of 5 Stars
NIGHT TRAIN: The lives of a young medical student, an inebriated salesman and a dedicated conductor converge when a strange passenger boards the train carrying a small box with an apparent fortune inside. When the passenger dies, the trio decides to split what’s in the box and dispose of the body, however this is where they run into some unforeseen problems and their perfect plan begins to spiral out of control when they each begin to eye each other with growing suspicion. This played out like a vintage Twilight Zone episode with a pinch of PULP FICTION and JACKIE BROWN for good measure. Fast-paced story, lots of twists and turns and edge-your-seat mystery/suspense. Entertaining popcorn movie with an interesting message of how greed can corrupt even the best of us. 3.5 out of  Stars
OPEN HOUSE: Alice has recently ended her marriage and is trying to sell the home she used to share with her husband. She holds an open house, which in turn becomes a house of horrors when a serial-killing couple decides to take up residence, the male of the pair holding Alice a hostage in the basement crawl space unbeknownst to his female partner in crime. Anna Paquin and her husband Stephen Moyer make cameos in this slasher flick written and directed by Paquin’s brother Andrew, none of which gives this movie much credibility. 2 out of 5 Stars

OYSTER FARMER (Australian): Drifter Jack Flange joins a secluded oyster farming community, but the money he brings in at the job isn’t nearly enough to help with the medical bills to take care of his ailing sister who’s more like a mother to him. Jack pulls off a daring daylight robbery of the fish market and mails the money to himself. Problem is, the package never makes it to its destination and Jack begins to suspect the post office’s newest employee Pearl as the culprit. Jack likes Pearl and had started romancing her just before the robbery then he gets wind of Pearl’s expensive, high-maintenance tastes and his suspicions grow. Despite all this, Jack’s affection for Pearl, as well as the rest of the people of the quirky, colorful fishing community, grows. Beautiful, lush cinematography and interesting characterizations highlight this entertaining, indie rom-com. 3 out of 5 Stars
PLAN B (Argentinean): Laura dumps her boyfriend Bruno to be with Pablo. Bruno doesn’t take too kindly to her treatment and swears that he is going to get her back. He decides to get his revenge too by causing friction between her and her new beau, except that he didn’t think that his plans would backfire when the friendship he manipulates with Pablo turns into something much more than either of them expected. Lots of unnecessary atmosphere shots, lots of lulls in the action and lots of nonsensical dialogue. Also, I had to get used to the free and easy relationship all the characters had with each other, especially Laura who was still seeing Bruno after she broke up with him and while she was seeing Pablo. Otherwise, I actually liked the growing relationship between Pablo and Bruno. I enjoyed the affection the two men nurtured and their realistic confusion about their feelings. Not a fantastic movie, but mildly entertaining. 3 out of 5 Stars 

QUID PRO QUO:  Reporter for a PRNY radio station, Isaac Knott receives a tip on a story about a man who tried to bribe a doctor at a hospital into amputating his leg. The story falls through but through a contact named Ancient Chinese Girl, aka Fiona, Isaac is introduced to a world of devotees, festishists, pretenders and wannabes—all able-bodied people who want to become paraplegics. Fiona is a beautiful, whimsical freelance conservator, an able-bodied woman who lives her life in the shadows and finally wants to come out, desperate to be a paraplegic like Isaac. Isaac is still suffering from the rejection of his girlfriend, another paraplegic who refused to marry him because he’s a paraplegic and she believes there is no room in a relationship for more than one. Isaac is damaged on the outside and desperate to understand a woman like Fiona, so damaged on the inside that she wants to lose the use of her legs. Vera Farmiga amazingly pulls off the complexities of Fiona’s character making us sympathize with Fiona even if we don’t completely understand her. Nick Stahl does a decent job as the curious and fascinated Isaac in this story about acceptance and redemption. A subtly powerful climax and interesting twist that I didn’t see coming caps off this indie drama with spurts of striking cinematography. 4 out of 5 Stars     
RED: Frank Moses is retired from the CIA and enjoying a life of normalcy. He’s been flirting with a young woman named Sarah, an employee at Social Services, over the phone for months and has made tentative plans to meet her when he visits Kansas. Frank wants to settle down with a nice girl like Sarah and have a nice quiet life. His past, however, rears its ugly head and like Michael Corleone in THE GODFATHER, he gets dragged back into the business when a wet team visits his home in the dead of night to assassinate him. The attempt on his life sends Frank into survival and protective modes as he retrieves Sarah from her home and they embark on a nationwide odyssey reuniting Frank with several retired co-workers who have become targets of the government themselves. Now that “the band is back together”, they have to figure out why their government wants them all dead and what to do about it. In addition to the great, humorous performances from the veteran, all-star cast, this movie featured an intricate, tight narrative, lots of laugh-out-loud moments, non-stop twists and turns and edge of your seat suspense—basically just something for everyone to enjoy in an action/adventure movie. 4.5 out of 5 Stars

RED HILL (Australian): Police officer Shane Cooper starts off his first day on the job in Red Hill on the wrong foot, his service revolver missing in action among the boxes from his and his pregnant wife’s recent move to the area. Old Bill the sheriff thinks he has Shane pegged right away and when he goes over the new officer’s file and discovers the circumstances of Shane’s being shot in the line of duty, he believes Shane is inexperienced and spineless enough to take advantage of. But when convicted killer Jimmy Conway escapes from jail, heads to Red Hill and systematically begins hunting down several civilians and the sheriff’s men, Shane is caught in the middle of a feud he doesn’t understand and knows that there’s more than meets the eye to the convict and the sheriff than just a lawman doing his duty to put a dangerous criminal away. Action, suspense, violence and solid performances highlight this modern western of revenge and redemption, but the big star here is the cinematography of the rugged Australian Outback. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
RIDE, THE: Smokey Banks used to be an award-winning bull rider on the rodeo circuit but the bottom finally falls out of his hard-living existence when two goons come calling to collect on his gambling debts and the bank repossesses his trailer. Stealing a truck to run down the towing service that’s taken his trailer puts Smokey on the radar of the law and only the good-hearted generosity of the proprietor of Saguaro Boys Ranch can get him out of trouble. In order to stay out of jail, however, Smokey has to stay on the ranch for ninety days and agree to mentor Danny, one of the boys on the ranch. Smokey doesn’t know it but the denizens of the ranch, and especially Danny, are going to give him a brand new perspective on life and what it means to be a cowboy, but more importantly, what it means to be a good, God-fearing man. Cute, inspirational story with solid performances from Michael Biehn and Brock Pierce. 2.75 out of 5 Stars
SCHOOL OF LIFE: Mr. Warner is a stuffy science teacher working in the shadow of his teacher father, “Stormin” Norman Warner who’s won Teacher of the Year award forty-three years running. Warner believes that he can live up to his late father’s legacy until new history teacher and alumnus Michael D’Angelo begins teaching at the school.  Mr. D is young, handsome and the kind of teacher with whom all the female students fall in love and all the male students admire. He is the cool, unorthodox, rebel teacher that everyone loves. But Mr. D’s creative teaching methods land him on the radar of Mr. Warner and make him a nemesis of the veteran teacher. Mr. D is also harboring a personal secret, one that the envious Mr. Warner is determined to discover—until he actually does. An entertaining and heartwarming comedy with splashes of dramatic life’s lessons and well-acted, especially by Ryan Reynolds as the irrepressible Mr. D and David Paymer as Mr. Warner. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
SHANK (Great Britain): Young Cal is a drug dealer and gang member caught up in a culture of violence, machismo and anonymous gay sex while hiding his real feelings and desires for fellow gang member Jonno behind cocky bravado and roughhousing. The gang is Cal’s family and have always had his back but gets its kicks assaulting gay men and filming the beat-downs for the hell of it. One day Jonno and gang leader Nessa jump young gay French student Olivier on the street and Cal comes to the young man’s rescue to the detriment of his own standing in the gang and his relationship with Jonno and Nessa. Ostracized and on the run from his mates, Cal seeks out a relationship with Olivier, all the while denying his true self and sexuality and missing the respect and stability he enjoyed with his gang. If you’re easily offended by graphic, raw sex, male-on-male eroticism and full frontal nudity, then this film is not for you. Otherwise, this is a well-done, dark and gritty indie drama about coming out, with intense and moving performances from the young cast and a climax that is at once brutal, tender, revelatory and jaw-dropping. I really liked the ending— hopeful, but not too sappy as to be unbelievable. 4.5 out of 5 Stars
SLEEPING DICTIONARY, THE: In the 1930’s young John Truscott takes up an assignment in Sarawalk, a British colony where he will live among the natives and teach the Ibon as his father before him. There is a local tradition whereby indigenous women are assigned to British officials such as John to sleep with them and teach them the native language. Selima volunteers to be John’s Sleeping Dictionary. John is old-fashioned and doesn’t believe in sex outside of marriage so is at first averse to the idea. As he spends time getting to know the exotic young woman, however, he grows to care for Selima for more than just the sex and knowledge she can provide him. Theirs, however, is a forbidden love. John’s mentor Henry cautions him about the error of his ways and reminds John of his obligation to their country. When gentle persuasion doesn’t work, Henry must resort to more unpleasant means of keeping John in line. Jessica Alba does an admirable job as Selima and Hugh Dancy’s John complements her in every way. Bob Hoskins as Henry gives his usual gruff and capable performance. A beautiful love story of duty, honor, tradition, family bonds and secrets. The cinematography was stunning and the ending very satisfying. I really enjoyed this. 4 out of 5 Stars. 
SLEEPING DOGS LIE: Grade school teacher Amy’s boyfriend John just asked her to marry him. Their relationship is going along swimmingly until John starts prodding her to share the craziest thing she’s ever done. Amy thinks about her disgusting and shocking sexcapade back in college and wonders if full disclosure is really the best thing for her relationship with John. When her mother and a good co-worker assure her that honesty is the best policy and that John will love her no matter what, Amy reveals her deep, dark secret to her fiancé with disastrous results. I honestly didn’t think that a movie based on this movie’s raunchy and unusual premise could sustain a full-length work of quality or substance but I was pleasantly surprised. This indie romantic comedy had depth, colorful and sympathetic characters and subplots that seamlessly interwove with the main story. The acting was spot-on and I think writer/director Bobcat Goldthwait does an excellent job in not letting his initial idea take over the movie and turn it into one vulgar joke after another (though there is an appropriate amount of dark humor here) but rather just used it as a plausible springboard to explore the more significant themes of healing, forgiveness and knowing when it’s okay, even right, to tell a lie. 4 out of 5 Stars 

SOMERSAULT (Australian): Teenager Heidi’s carnal curiosity reaches its peak one day with her Mom’s boyfriend while Mom is out to work and the girl exercises her seductive wiles. But Mom returns and catches them in the act, sending Heidi off on an odyssey of sexual awakening and maturity at a ski resort where Heidi trades sex for a place to stay before she finally lands a job. Heidi meets twentysomething Joe, a young man who’s on a bit of an emotional odyssey of his own though he doesn’t know it yet. Together the two form a dysfunctional, ambivalent relationship void of focus and bound for one conclusion. In a movie where the search for love and understanding drive the characters, the conflicts here are more internal than external, resulting in a meandering plot highlighted by realistic dialogue and situations. The cinematography was vivid and lush and the perfect backdrop for Heidi’s emotional journey and growth. Abbie Cornish and Sam Worthington give persuasive, poignant performances as two confused and lost youths in this coming-of-age, indie drama. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
STEEL TOES: Mike Downey is a young Skinhead who kills an East Indian man in a fit of drunken rage one night. He is assigned Jewish attorney Danny Dunckleman to defend him, a liberal man who experiences some internal struggles in taking on Downey’s case, but not enough to make him withdraw. If anything, he throws himself into his defense to the detriment of his personal life and even his marriage. Basically, this movie was a disappointment to me. I don’t know what I was expecting going in, perhaps a successor to THE BELIEVER or AMERICAN HISTORY X, both well-acted, excellent movies. This movie comes nowhere near as good as its predecessors, in fact is a pale imitation. The acting left me cold and didn’t persuade me to feel any sympathy for either character. Most of the time I felt like I was being preached to and told what to feel instead of the characters compelling me with their passion and motivation. Downey’s rationale, especially, was weak and not clearly delineated. The ending was anticlimactic. Overall, the execution was a missed opportunity of what could have been a poignant, thought-provoking argument against hatred and racism. Didn’t like this one at all. My rating reflects the premise more than anything. 1.5 out of 5 Stars 

STONE: Stone is a convicted arsonist looking to get early parole. He tries to manipulate the system by getting his wife Lucetta to seduce Jack, Stone’s parole officer. For his part, parole officer Jack is just weeks away from retirement and his career burn-out is beginning to show. What Stone’s plan does is set in motion a series of events that blow apart a forty-year union already suffering from decay and neglect and forces Jack to take a second and third look at his miserable and mundane existence. The performances were good, especially by Norton as Stone and Jovovich as Lucetta. You never really know what their true motivations are toward Jack and even each other. De Niro just seemed like he was sleepwalking through his part, but maybe that was the point since in his role as Jack he gets a big wake-up call by movie’s end. The pacing was slow, even for a psychological thriller and made me give this a lower rating than what the interesting premise and star power might warrant. Didn’t hate it but didn’t love it either—just okay. 2.5 out of 5 Stars.  

SUSPICIOUS RIVER: Leila’s marriage to Rick is sorely lacking in warmth and intimacy, but not short on the mundane. She works reception at a motel desk and charges the male customers for her company as well as for their rooms. Company includes the sexual intimacy that she does not engage in at home with her husband and helps her pad her savings but does nothing to assuage the pain of losing her mother when Leila was very young. There’s a hole in her soul that makes her vulnerable to the ambiguous attentions of a cruel guest whose motivations are not altogether clear until it’s almost too late for Leila to do anything about. The sexual content and violence make some parts of this difficult to watch, and there’s a subplot involving a little girl who Leila befriends and whose life seems to run a parallel course to Leila’s traumatic, tragic childhood. Understated but convincing performances from Molly Parker and Callum Keith Rennie make this a lingering and dark psychological drama. 3 out of 5 Stars
TENNESSEE: Brothers Carter and Ellis escaped a childhood of domestic abuse as boys and after their mother’s death several years later are now on their own. Ellis is a budding photographer and Carter drives a cab, but both brothers want so much more for their future. When a life-threatening illness forces the brothers to take a trip back home to find their estranged father, they realize that they have no future without facing their past. On the road in Texas, the brothers’ car breaks down and they hook up with waitress and aspiring singer Krystal who agrees to drive the brothers to Nashville, but things get complicated when the trio are pursued by Krystal’s abusive husband. I love the relationship between the two brothers. The story isn’t particularly unique but is well-executed and Ethan Peck as Ellis, Adam Rothenberg as Carter and Mariah Carey as Krystal give solid, touching performances that make the overall trip worthwhile. The ending is no surprise and bittersweet. 3 out of 5 Stars

TOWN, THE: Charlestown, Boston boasts being the city with the highest back robbery rate, a town where the art of the heist is past down from father to son. It is in this town where Doug MacRay grows up motherless with a career criminal father. Doug has a shot at escaping what could be his destiny when he is drafted in his twenties by a pro hockey team, but plans go awry and he winds up pulling heists for a local gangster with the guys he grew up with in the projects. Doug wants out of the life, but doesn’t realize how much or how to do it until he meets Claire Keesey, a bank manager his life-long friend takes hostage at their latest job. The plot has been done before with the bad-guy-with-a-heart-of-gold-who-wants-to-change-for-the-sake-of-love anti-hero caught between loyalty to his friends and their lifestyle and his lady love, and there are definite shades of HEAT, though I enjoyed THE TOWN a lot better than that heist movie. The performances are great all the way around, especially Renner as Doug’s reckless, wild card friend James Coughlin, and the action and chase scenes make this an entertaining, taut thriller. 4 out of 5 Stars
TROUBLED WATER (Norway): Still haunted by a heinous crime he denies committing Jan Thomas is paroled from prison. He uses the experience he gained playing the organ on Sundays to get a job on the outside as an organist at a church. He soon gets an apartment and even takes up with a woman, a single mother and the priest at the church, all the while hiding his past as he bonds with Anna and her young son Jens and tries to start his life anew. Jan is deeply conflicted about what he’s done and doesn’t believe he deserves forgiveness though he desperately needs and wants it. When Agnes, the mother of Jan’s victim, spots him in the church and pegs him as the murderer of her child, Jan’s past suddenly comes full circle with a vengeance. The performances by Pal Sverre Valheim Hagen as Jan and Trine Dyrholm as Agnes are compelling and multi-layered, giving us an in-depth view of the grieving process from different angles and evoking sympathy for both perpetrator and injured party in equal measure. I really just had one issue with the film that made me drop a point from the rating and that is the motivation behind the crime is never really explained. Otherwise, this was an intense and taut drama about guilt, healing and redemption with striking cinematography and a memorable score. 4 out of 5 Stars  
UNKNOWN: Dr. Martin Harris arrives in Berlin with his wife for a scientific conference where he is scheduled to give an important presentation. Martin and his wife Elizabeth seem like the perfect couple, supportive of each other and very much in love. Trouble arises, however, when Martin realizes that he has left behind his briefcase at the airport and leaves his wife at the hotel check-in desk to retrieve it. On the way back to the airport he is involved in a near-fatal traffic accident and wakes up from a coma in the hospital four days later, confused that his wife is not there with him. When Martin leaves the hospital AMA and returns to the hotel, he learns that his life is no longer his own when his wife denies knowing him and presents another man as her husband. More confused than ever and paranoid that he is being followed, Martin returns to the hospital to retrace his steps and try to find answers. Not until he tracks down Gina, the young woman who rescued him from the back of her almost submerged cab, however, do the answers begin to emerge, and only at the risk of life and limb to both Martin and Gina as they cross the masterminds behind a major conspiracy. The risks, however, will be worth it if Martin can find out who he really is. First-rate performances, tight story and edge-of-your-seat suspense highlight this smart action thriller. 4 out of 5 Stars
UNTHINKABLE: Three nuclear bombs have been placed in three separate American cities by a terrorist and are set to go off in four days. Millions of lives are at stake in a race against time and it’s the job of one expert, no-holds-barred interrogator and an ethical, by-the-book FBI agent to find out the locations from the perpetrator before the bombs can go off. The devoted perpetrator is being held in secret military custody and interrogated by a man just as devoted and willing to resort to any psychological and physical torture to get his job done. This is a fast-paced, taut story and the scenes of violence and torture are graphic so I wouldn’t recommend this for anyone weak of heart. Samuel Jackson, Carrie-Ann Moss and Michael Sheen give outstanding performances in this espionage political suspense thriller that explores the moral dilemma of the Geneva Convention and when force and torture are justifiable. Heart-pounding and jaw-dropping climax. 4 out of 5 Stars  

WEATHER GIRL: Seattle weather girl Sylvia has a meltdown and commits career suicide on air when she publically rakes her cheating boyfriend and the show’s anchor over the coals. Jobless and apartmentless, Sylvia is forced to move in with her younger brother Walt. Despite becoming the talk of the town and an internet sensation, Sylvia is at a career and emotional crossroads and is forced to take a hard look at her life and do some reevaluating, a particularly difficult proposition once younger man and Walt’s best friend Byron takes a romantic interest in her. Byron represents everything that Sylvia thinks she’s trying to get away from and only agrees to a relationship with him if it can remain easy, fun and just about sex. But when has anything involving human emotions ever been easy? Love the relationship between Sylvia and her brother Walt, one which is realistically sarcastic, laugh out loud funny and touching. Tricia O’Kelley and Patrick J. Adams as Sylvia and Byron have great chemistry and are at once hilarious and heartwarming. The supporting players, especially Ryan Devlin as Walt, turn in pitch perfect performances too and make this a funny, sassy and entertaining indie rom-com. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
YOSSI & JAGGER (Israel): Yossi is a company commander and Jagger is his universally loved and admired platoon leader but the two are much more to each other than senior officer and subordinate. They are secret lovers. Jagger wants nothing more than to show his affections openly and plans for the day when he and Yossi can go east and check into a hotel room together with just one bed. Yossi is half in denial of his feelings for Jagger. Jagger is also being pursued by a female soldier named Yael who is unaware of Jagger’s leanings. When the company is called upon to conduct a dangerous midnight ambush it puts each man’s feelings and their relationship into sharper focus. This romantic drama packed a lot of emotions and action into just sixty-four minutes and turned out to be an interesting examination of gay soldiers, in particular and of sexuality in a coed military, in general. 3 out of 5 Stars
As always, hope you enjoy this issue of The G-Spot! 
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  Available Now!
From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “As different as night and day, the only thing twins Zara and Zack Benjamin have in common are their genes and their love for Quincy Powers. Zara’s death in an unfortunate accident gives her brother a chance with Quincy. Except Zara hasn’t quit on the man she loves just yet.” ZACK AND THE DARK SHAFT: ZARA’S BOIS 1, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/interracial/light bdsm/reincarnation) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/zatds.asp 

View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUmN_zOtSEs
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Rendered almost incapable of painting after the death of a lover in a tragic accident, Keir Monroe is inspired after meeting natural-born submissive, Patryk Andrews. Keir soon realizes, however, that he’s caught a tiger by the tail and not the obedient submissive he thought when Patryk suggests becoming his agent.” INGENUE’S CHOICE: ZARA’S BOIS 2, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/bdsm/ghost/interracial) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/ic.asp  A Joyfully Reviewed RECOMMENDED READ!

View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUmN_zOtSEs
* * *

From Rapture Publishing, LLC.: “Falling to a rare sentinel illness and separated from her charges during a retrieval mission Xevera Nanay encounters the biggest threat to her survival but more importantly her autonomy when paramedic Michael Constantine recognizes and imprisons her to exact revenge for what was done to his mother by her kind decades ago.” SENTINEL’S HUNGER, a Sisters of Emsharra novella, erotic paranormal romance (African-American/bdsm/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever part of RAPTURE 1 Print Anthology http://www.rapturepublishing.com 

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/dp/0981558801/
Also Available as an e-book from Siren Publishing, Inc.: http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/sh.asp 

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Still mourning the death of his wife, recluse Lincoln McCabe's life is forever turned off-kilter by a chance meeting with McCabe Associates' newest hire, Deja Hamilton, an almost a physical replica of his dead wife, Dahlia. 

Five years after starting at McCabe Associates, personal secretary Deja has worked her way up the ranks to a coveted account executive position. What she hasn't been able to do is eradicate the haunting blue eyes of Lincoln McCabe from her memory despite her best efforts. 

When Lincoln and Deja are reunited five years after their initial meeting, the conditions are neither ideal nor romantic. But Deja is determined to make the best of the situation nursing Lincoln back to health and helping him snare whoever was behind the attempt on his life and the looming takeover of his family's company.” THE WOLF IN THE MANSION, Erotic Paranormal Fable Romance (interracial/psychic/shape-shifter/wiccan) by Gracie C. McKeever, Available individually as an e-book http://www.sirenpub.com/graciecmckeever/twitm.asp and in the print anthology, SEXY SECRETS http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606018639/bookstrand-20 

* * *

UPCOMING AUTHOR APPEARANCE(S):

To stay abreast of all my current/upcoming appearances, check here: 

http://www.booktour.com/author/gracie_c_mckeever
UPCOMING AUTHOR CHAT(S):

To stay abreast of Siren and BookStrand Author Chat Dates, visit Siren Publishing homepage: http://www.sirenpublishing.com. Scroll down and check the left-hand side under For Readers.

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Sparks fly and passions smolder when maverick school teacher and part-time dance instructor Ramón Chavez enters the life of celibate divorced mother Emilia Vega who has but one goal in her life: to be the best parent she can be to her twelve-year-old son to the exclusion of her own happiness.” EMILIA’S EMANCIPATION, Erotic Paranormal Romance (interracial/May-December/psychic) by Gracie C. McKeever  http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/ee.asp  

Fictionwise: http://www.fictionwise.com/servlet/mw?t=bookpreview&bookid=70176
Also available in print in SEXY SECRETS: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606018639/bookstrand-20 

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Bad-boy Trevor Carmichael’s fast-lane life of partying and drugs comes to a screeching halt when he OD’s in the bathroom of Zara’s. Club bouncer Ramsey Logan comes to Trevor’s rescue and resuscitates him. But is it really Trevor he brings back or a former party-girl in need of redemption herself?” BOUNCER’S FOLLY: ZARA’S BOIS 3, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/bdsm/interracial/reincarnation/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever. http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/bf.asp A Joyfully Reviewed RECOMMENDED READ! Also available at Fictionwise: http://fictionwise.com/ebooks/eBook69347.htm View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUmN_zOtSEs
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “One hot and trendy gay nightclub, two bickering angels and three unlikely pairs add up to steamy nights between the sheets and emotional days of healing and revelation outside of them when the ultimate architect throws His hat in the ring to fix up three wounded souls with their mates.” ZARA’S BOIS Print Collection, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/bdsm/ghost/interracial/reincarnation) by Gracie C. McKeever. http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/zb.asp 

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606011650/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUmN_zOtSEs
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: "A man who wants to save the world one child at a time…a young teen looking for acceptance and a savior wherever he can find them…and a woman who wants only to save them both. Somewhere between darkness and daylight they will all find and save each other." BETWEEN DARKNESS AND DAYLIGHT, erotic paranormal romance (psychic/interracial). An NCWA (New Century Writer Award) 2003 Novel/Novella Finalist and 2008 Lories 3rd Place Paranormal Romance by Gracie C. McKeever  http://www.sirenpub.com/graciecmckeever/bdad.asp  

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563362/sirenpub-20  

View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DM5PhM3PfAg 
SIREN TOP SELLER! A HIGHEST RATED eBOOK AT FICTIONWISE

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.’s, Ménage Amour Imprint: “Donna Vega is a dedicated woman on a mission. Matchmaking sister Angela is determined the mission include a love-life with Dominant architectural landscaper Russ Merrick and his younger brother Chance Novak, a gifted and sensitive ER doctor. The mission goes awry, however, when Donna lands on the radar of a psychotic employee obsessed with Russ.” SEXUAL HEALING FOR THREE: The Matchmaker 5 by Gracie C. McKeever, [Erotic Paranormal Suspense, Ménage à Trois Romance, M/F/M, Interracial, BDSM] http://www.menageamour.com To purchase visit here: http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/shft.asp 

And for print here: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606014625/bookstrand-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_1RAi6-uoIM
* * *

From Fictionwise: "Old World Evil vs New Age Passion… Can their love survive an ancient vendetta?" A centuries-old Djinni betrayed...a modern career woman and wife bereft. Can this thoroughly mismatched couple find comfort and vindication in each other's arms? More importantly, can their love survive the ancient vendetta of one unforgiving and powerful demon Djinni, Kane's sworn enemy Ifreet? Find out that anything is possible when a devout and mystical djinni from the old-world joins forces with an urban-reared spitfire from the new.”
DESERT DREAMS by Gracie C. McKeever – Paranormal Djinni Romance http://fictionwise.com/ebooks/eBook30601.htm
* * *

EPIC's BOOKSTORE:
Epic's Ebook Store is Powered by Fictionwise.com
Fictionwise.com one of the most successful ebook seller on the web or
off has helped create a store for The Electronically Published Internet Connection (EPIC). It's a published writer's organization that has both ebook and print published members. It also has Industry members such as publishers and agents. Epic is the most recognized authority on epublishing. This bookstore will hope to sell ebooks by epic members that are on sale at fictionwise.
Visit EPIC's Bookstore - http://store.fictionwise.com/epic/

* * *

From Awe-Struck E-Books: RT 2002 Award Nominee – Best Small Press Paranormal -- “Sean Casey has convinced himself he's content with his blue-collar existence but at an emotional and philosophical crossroads in his relationship with his yuppie lawyer fiancee. When Echo Quinn--an adolescent flame, but now successful health club owner--suddenly resurfaces with their "gifted" and troubled ten-year-old son in tow, Sean is forced to confront his deadly past and find absolution. Watch the sparks fly when a pyrokinetic firefighter, and an alcoholic telepath--reunite in this "secret baby" story with a supernatural twist...” FLAMES PAST by Gracie C. McKeever, Contemporary Paranormal Romance http://awe-struck.net  Also available in Trade Paperback from Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/Flames-Past-Gracie-C-McKeever/dp/1587492547/ref=sr_11_1/102-5235251-9271348?ie=UTF8 and Earthling Press http://www.earthling-press.com 
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEZYkXlR46w
* * *

From Awe-Struck E-Books: “Will a spoiled rich debutante get rid of the chip on her shoulder and stop wallowing in self-pity long enough to let her physical therapist rehabilitate her? Watch classes collide in this story of self-discovery and healing.” DANCING IN THE DARK by Gracie C. McKeever, Contemporary Romance available from Awe-Struck E-Book’s Ennoble Line http://awe-struck.net 
* * *

WHAT I'M READING/RECOMMENDED READS: Check out my ratings, comments, and/or full reviews for the following books at my shelf http://www.shelfari.com/gwiz10/reviews unless otherwise indicated (i.e., Paranormal Romance Reviews, etc.):

BLUE MOON CAFÉ, THE by Rick R. Reed

BONDS OF JUSTICE by Nalini Singh

BURN by Crystal Hubbard

CRAVE by J.R. Ward

JUST ONE BITE, Volume 2 (various authors, Thanksgiving Freebie Series http://www.allromanceebooks.com/storeSearch.html?searchBy=series&qString=Just+One+Bite) 

JUST ONE BITE, Volume 3 (various authors, Thanksgiving Freebie Series http://www.allromanceebooks.com/storeSearch.html?searchBy=series&qString=Just+One+Bite)

LET’S DO IT AGAIN BY Roslyn Hardy Holcomb

LOVE SCRIPT by Tiffany Ashley (new-to-me author)

MORNING STAR by Roslyn Hardy Holcomb

NEVER LET ME GO by Kazuo Ishiguro (new-to-me author)

REYE’S GOLD by Ruthie Robinson (new-to-me author)

SELLOUT by James W. Lewis (new-to-me author)

SIN UNDONE by Larissa Ione

SWEET REUNION by Shawn Lane (new-to-me author)

THESE THINGS HIDDEN by Heather Gudenkauf

TWICE IN A LIFETIME by Shawn Lane

WEIGHT OF SILENCE, THE by Heather Gudenkauf (new-to-me author)

Currently Reading: PLAY OF PASSION by Nalini Singh; SECRETS, Volume 18: Dark Passions (anthology by Rae Monet, Larissa Ione, Cynthia Eden and Linda Gayle, new-to-me author);WILL GRAYSON, WILL GRAYSON by John Green & David Levitan (new-to-me authors); WORMWOOD by Poppy Z. Brite
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Genesis has been on the run from her people for twenty-eight years, guarding the cambion Alex Ryan, who doesn't know she exists. But that's about to change when an attempt is made on Alex Ryan's life that leaves his father dead instead and Alex alone in the world….or so he thinks.” GUARDIAN SEDUCTRESS: SISTERS OF EMSHARRA 1, erotic paranormal romance (interracial/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpub.com/graciecmckeever/gs.asp 
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgUk6pd5FoY 
* * *

READER COMMENT(S):

“I really enjoy your newsletter!!! …it is a great newsletter.” Deb Frischkorn

“Love your newsletter! There are so many interesting items to read about.” Tamsyn Tan

On IN PLAIN SIGHT: “I was one of the lucky list members who won your book… I loved it! It was extremely well written, a unique storyline and the ending was a huge surprise. Thank you so much for a fabulous read!” Kimberly, SirenBookstrand Yahoogroups Member.
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc: “Montana Freeborn has been having visions of the "pony-man" since she was a child, her first live encounter with the centaur after a near-death experience when she was five and Seth Phoenix saved her from drowning. More than two decades later, the pair meet again and this time Montana's doing the saving.” SPELLS CAST IN SHADOWS, erotic paranormal romance (African-American/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy), by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpub.com/authors-img/gcm-scis.jpg SIREN TOP SELLER! Now Available in Print! Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563346/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAhWsqdle2A
* * *

SHADOW FOREST AUTHORS:

I joined and sent a few of my electronic and print books to this organization's beneficiaries.

If you haven't heard about it already, SFA is a wonderful, worthwhile cause and, if you’re an author, another way to get your book title(s) and/or name out there to the big wide world—a win-win situation <bg>.

There are a variety of ways you can contribute and you don't just have to be an author.

Please consider joining too!

“Shadow Forest Authors is a fellowship of authors for charity. Our mission is to get authors from around the world and from all genres to unite with SFA and participate in donating books and e-books to selected beneficiaries, literary foundations who fill a much needed void in books.

Unbeknown to many, illiteracy issues cost billions a year in higher consumer prices due to the cost of recruiting and training functional illiterates, mistakes and inabilities in the workplace, for juvenile delinquency and crime directly related to illiteracy In addition; social stigma, medical and pharmaceuticals with high rates of depression and suicide. Illiterates suffer self-worth, relationship, unemployment and social issues. Worldwide, this massive problem receives little funding or attention and as stated, costs billions.

SFA is now up and running and we invite authors to get listed and participate in this worthy cause. All we ask is that authors donate a copy of their title to a SFA beneficiary of their choice: the Anthony Robbins foundation - U.S.A, The Australian Literacy & Numeracy Foundation - Australia, Book Aid International - U.K, The World Public Library - U.S.A, Got Books Inc - U.S.A.

Participating authors receive a mention on the SFA site and the chance to sell further books via our unique supporter program.

Come join us, united we can fill a much needed void in worldwide literacy issues.

http://www.shadowforestauthors.com

P.S We would appreciate you passing this invitation onto other authors and readers, every little bit helps.

SFA is also on Myspace, please come join us.
http://www.myspace.com/shadowforestauthors”
* * *

THIS ISSUE’S NOVEL EXCERPT:  ETERNITY by Berengaria Brown!



“Eternity” blurb and excerpt

“Eternity” is a stand-alone story set in the same world as “Intensity” and “Complexity” with some of the same characters reappearing.

Blurb:

Yolanda is a bodyguard and used to dealing with men. But falling in love with two vampires is a different kind of challenge. How will she deal with her job AND them?

Yolanda is very attracted to night security guard Atal and his partner Zadok. She agrees to a morning of acrobatic sex with the two yummy men, only to find herself falling in love with them, and wondering if they are vampires—if vampires truly exist.

While working as a bodyguard with one of the building’s clients, Yolanda spends her free time with the vampires engaging in a lot of excellent sex and getting to know them and their stories. But one evening there is a kidnapping attempt on her client. Now they all have another problem to solve and Yolanda is frustrated by the vampires’ determination to protect her at all costs.

Eternity PG Excerpt

“Won’t you please come up to our apartment when I finish this shift, Yolanda? You know how much Tsadowq and I want to make love to you. We won’t do anything you don’t want, but we can promise you, anything we do, you will enjoy very, very much.” 
Atal’s chocolate-brown eyes burned into her hazel ones, the lust in them scorching her to her soul.

Yolanda gulped in a deep, but shaky, breath. Her libido was screaming, “Hell, yes,” but her brain was saying, “Wait.” She hesitated.

Atal stepped out from behind the security desk on the concourse level of the Smith Tower building, and drew her gently into his arms. When she made no attempt to resist him, he pulled her tightly against his body, grinding his cock into her belly. He bent his head and possessed her mouth in a torrid, carnal kiss that took the last of her breath away and left her knees wobbling so badly, it was lucky he was holding her tightly, or she may just have melted into a puddle on the floor.

Yolanda dropped her gym bag to the carpet, wrapped her arms around his shoulders, and rubbed her aching nipples over the hard wall of his chest. Their mouths parted for the merest moment as they both dragged air into their lungs, then Atal’s head bent once more, as he dived in for another kiss. This time, his tongue explored her mouth, running along the insides of her cheeks and behind her teeth before tangling with her tongue.

“Fuck, woman, you’re hot. Feel how much I need you.” Atal’s cock burned hot even through his uniform pants and her jeans. And hard. And huge. God, she wanted to feel that inside her. It had been so damn long since she’d had a real live cock in her. Not to mention how scrumptious Atal looked. Over six feet tall to her five-four, olive skin compared to her pasty whiteness, short black curls she wanted to run her fingers through, and a long, lean, muscled runner’s body she wanted to grab on to. And Zadok was just as yummy. He was almost as tall as Atal but stockier and heavily muscled, with black hair and eyes and tanned skin.

“Okay, you’ve convinced me. Another kiss like that and you’ll be calling the cleaning crew to scrape me off the carpet because I’ll have melted!
Buy Link: http://www.bookstrand.com/eternity 

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “One man wants to Dominate her; the other wants to kill her”...Two competitive and at-odds advertising executives are thrown together when a job assignment and a matchmaking New Age sister of one – who knows each better than they know themselves – decides they are soul mates and perfect for each other. While Dominant Nick Vega and submissive Slany Breeze come to the conclusion that Nick's sister is absolutely right, a serial killer is on the loose and has set his sights on Slany for his special “training program.” TERMS OF SURRENDER: THE MATCHMAKER 2, erotic paranormal romance (bdsm/interracial/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/tos.asp SIREN TOP SELLER! ECATAROMANCE REVIEWER’S CHOICE AWARD WINNER 2006!
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563389/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmzxF_UrBsc
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Embittered after her exile from Emsharra, LaMia Enlil meets her match in orphan empath Mateo Diaz, whom she kidnaps and falls in love with. But can he forgive her for causing the deaths of his family years ago? From ancient beings unaccustomed to asking for anything, much more begging for forgiveness, LaMia Enlil nonetheless wants just this from Mateo Diaz, a gifted and unique human male who makes her question the foundations of her Inanna beliefs.” PREDATOR’S SALVATION: SISTERS OF EMSHARRA 2, erotic paranormal romance, (bdsm/interracial/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpublishing/graciecmckeever/ps.asp 

View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgUk6pd5FoY 
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Dara Kelly and Samantha Taylor should not have died, but did. And now both women are on the trail of two men – one an abusive, cheating husband-turned-killer, the other a rival bounty hunter whom will not be bested by any woman. Each woman will have her revenge, but at what cost to Caution Foster, the man they both love?” IN PLAIN SIGHT, erotic paranormal romance (interracial/reincarnation/ghost/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever – http://www.sirenpub.com/graciecmckeever/ips.asp  SIREN TOP SELLER!

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563427/sirenpub-20 
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCKi770l67s
* * *

THIS ISSUE’S SPOTLIGHT AUTHOR: BERENGARIA BROWN!!!
Bio:

Berengaria is a multi-published author of erotic romance: contemporary, paranormal (ghosts, vampires and werewolves) and Regency-set historical. She loves to read all different kinds of romance so that is what she writes: one man/one woman; two women; two men; two men/one woman; three men…. Whatever the characters need for their very hot happily-ever-after, Berengaria makes sure they get it. Berengaria celebrated the release of her 23rd novel in January.

The Interview:
GRACIE: I’m excited to have you here at The G-Spot, Berengaria! Please tell us a little about yourself (or a lot () and how and when you got into writing?

BERENGARIA:  I’ve always loved reading and I read a lot of books. One day I had nothing to read. None of my favorite authors had new books out, and I was tired of rereading my favorites, so I sat down and wrote a book. When the book was finished I sent it off to a publisher, but I still had nothing to read. So I wrote another book. The rest, as they say, is history.
GRACIE: Is there any one thing or person in your life that inspired your writing? Any one thing or person that influenced the genre you write in?

BERENGARIA: Georgette Heyer got me interested in reading romance, especially historical romance. Jaid Black introduced me to erotic romance.
GRACIE: Wow, 23 novels! That’s prolific. When did you get The Call and what was your first published book?

BERENGARIA: Because I had submitted several books to different publishers, I received several contracts in quick succession. The first book I sold was “Intensity” a two women/one man ménage, to Siren BookStrand. When I received the email I was ecstatic. Just a few days later I heard I’d sold a second book, to Torquere. Then I knew it wasn’t just a one-off. I was a writer.
GRACIE: What do you know now about writing and the publishing industry that you wish you’d known before you started? 

BERENGARIA: I did a lot of research about books and publishers before I submitted my first book. I think the most important thing is to treat it like a job and be as professional as possible about all the aspects of writing.
GRACIE: Please, give us a little story behind the story and what inspired your Siren Publishing series, Forever Yours?

BERENGARIA: When I started writing “Intensity”, I thought I was writing Keziah’s story. Then the ghost appeared and just took over the story. So when another ghost appeared as I was writing “Complexity”, which is set in the same world, I wasn’t very surprised. But when a vampire appeared and told me I had to write his story, I nearly fell off my chair. I was working on a book for a different publisher, and hadn’t intended to write another book in that world. So that’s how the “Forever Yours” series came into being. The three books, “Intensity”, “Complexity”, and “Eternity” are all set in the same world in the Smith tower building. The characters reappear through the books though each story is a stand-alone ménage HEA.
GRACIE: Being an asthmatic myself, I instantly related to your heroine, Tia in COMPLEXITY. What challenges did you face bringing to light the realities of what can sometimes be a debilitating condition and how do you think the disease shaped, if at all, Tia’s character and her interactions with Finn and Simeon?

BERENGARIA: A member of my extended family is a chronic, fragile asthmatic, and one day I thought, “Why shouldn’t an asthmatic have an HEA?” Tia had already appeared in “Intensity” and I saw the flowers on her desk, knew she was asthmatic, and knew that wasn’t a good thing. Then the ghost talked to me about the flowers and the book developed from there. Her asthma is integral to her relationship with the men, because she doesn’t believe she can have a long-term relationship due to her illness, and they think she doesn’t like them, instead of understanding her fears. When Finn rushed out to get a professional company to clean his apartment without using chemicals, I realized how determined he was to win her.
GRACIE: In INTENSITY, Amos, Wesley and Keziah are already an established threesome when the story begins. Do you find more challenges keeping things fresh between an established couple/threesome or creating a believable cute meet for your h/h, and/or which situation do you prefer writing about?
BERENGARIA: The characters dictate what happens, what the relationship is, how close they are. Keziah is an intensely independent woman and just because she lost her job didn’t mean she was going to move in with the men, just for free bed and board. She needed her independence. The guys thought if they could get her in their bed for long enough all their problems would be solved. But Keziah had other ideas!
GRACIE: In ETERNITY, Yolanda is employed in a typically male-dominated profession that puts her in harm’s way much of the time. What do you think is Yolanda’s Achilles’ heel and how do you think it influences how well or badly she performs her job and, specifically, how she interacts with her male clients? 

BERENGARIA: Yolanda didn’t understand her strengths. She saw her body as unwomanly instead of realizing how her fitness was an asset because it enhanced her ability to do her work. It’s also the reason why a couple of vampires fell in love with her. The average human is very fragile compared to a vampire. She also lost her confidence when she lost her job. She’d saved a client’s life, been promised a big bonus then was ignored. She thought there was something wrong with her, until she realized someone was undermining her. Her problems were with her self-image not with her ability to do her job or relate to her colleagues and clients.
GRACIE: You have several titles that center around vacation sex, either with a new couple (as with Craig and Seth in SUMMER SIZZLE) or an established threesome (as with Jennifer, Chris and Robert in THREE FOR THE ROAD). What do you think is the allure of vacation sex and/or is it really better than sex at “home”?
BERENGARIA: A vacation gives people time to think about what they really want. There are long days in which to spend time together and see if this person is really right for you. Also, because people are more relaxed, I think they’re more willing to be naughty and try new things. 
GRACIE: Of all the stories you’ve written, which is your favorite and why? 

BERENGARIA: A good Momma never has favorites, but I guess your first is always a bit extra special. That was “Intensity”.
GRACIE: I know this is like asking a mother which is her favorite child, but which of your characters is your favorite and why?

BERENGARIA: The character I’m writing is always the most important to me, as they’re in my head, demanding their story be told. Once their book is written they’re happy and I’m ready to move on to the next one.
GRACIE: In general, what about your characters makes them unique? 
BERENGARIA: Everyone has a flaw or a hang-up or baggage from the past to deal with. They’re all ordinary people, who find that special someone for them. Because everyone deserves a happy ever after.
GRACIE: What is your favorite aspect of the writing process? Your least favorite?

BERENGARIA: The favorite is when everything just comes together and I can write it all down. The least favorite is submitting a book and waiting to hear back.
GRACIE: Are you a pantser or do you outline?

BERENGARIA: A mixture.  The characters appear in my head, and I wait until they and what they want is clear. When I start writing, I have a beginning and an end, and a few midpoints where I know what will happen. Unless a ghost appears out of nowhere of course!
GRACIE: If you weren’t a writer, what other profession would you have chosen to pursue?

BERENGARIA: Reader. I began as a reader and I will continue to read, read, read.
GRACIE: Who are some of your favorite authors and why? Name some of your favorite books and why they’re your favorites.

BERENGARIA: I have already mentioned Georgette Heyer and Jaid Black. They are both amazingly gifted writers. I like all the usual popular romance writers and read very widely from sweet romance to erotic and kinky, but I do prefer the bedroom door to be open.
GRACIE: What are you working on now and what should readers be looking forward to from you in the future?

BERENGARIA: At the end of this month I have a Color Box story releasing from Torquere, “Terracotta Warriors”, an MMF ménage. It’s a little different for me, as one of the men is the central character, not the heroine. In my ménages the heroine is usually the key player, but not this time.
GRACIE: Do you have a website and/or how can readers contact you?

BERENGARIA: I love to hear from readers. You can email me at berengariabrownATgmailDOTcom

I update my blog several times a week: http://berengariasblog.blogspot.com/ 
And I have a website: http://berengariabrown.webs.com/
Friend me on Facebook, follow me on Twitter
GRACIE: Where and how can readers purchase and/or read samples of your work?
BERENGARIA: Oh wow, I write for several different publishers, but if you click on the covers of my books on my website they take you directly to each publisher. They all have covers and excerpts.

Also, a lot of my books are at:

http://www.allromanceebooks.com/storeSearch.html?searchBy=author&qString=Berengaria+Brown
and

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=digital-text&field-author=Berengaria%20Brown
My Siren books are here:

http://www.sirenpublishing.com/berengariabrown/default.asp 
My Ellora’s Cave book here:

http://www.jasminejade.com/m-659-berengaria-brown.aspx 
GRACIE: What advice do you have for beginning writers? 

BERENGARIA: Keep reading. Keep writing. Keep polishing. Check the submissions instructions for the publishing house you are submitting to. Follow them as best you can. Only submit to houses that publish similar books to yours.
GRACIE: Anything else about yourself or your writing you’d like to share with your readers?

BERENGARIA: Thank you for having me on The G-spot, Gracie. These are very perceptive, demanding questions.
GRACIE: LOL, you gave great responses, Berengaria! And thanks so much for taking time from your busy schedule to share yourself and your work with us at The G-Spot and giving us a little insight into your writing and the writing process! We’ll let you get back to writing those wonderful books you write! All the best!
* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “Even though both are Inanna, Genesis Enki and LaMia Enlil have varying views on how best to serve Emsharra.


When Kalika Enlil entrusts Genesis with the safekeeping of her outlawed child Alex Ryan before her death, Genesis' way is set to take up the New Regime's torch. Only one woman, the leader of the insurgents and Kalika's nemesis and cousin, stands in Genesis's way to protecting Alex from assassination: LaMia.


LaMia does not believe in the New Regime or its doctrines and is willing to do what she must to see it and the alliance between Emsharra and Gaiam fail. She will even go as far as kidnapping and enslaving Mateo Diaz who has already suffered at her hands in the past more times than a human should endure. It's Mateo's misfortune, however, that Genesis and Alex wish to recruit him in Emsharra's Harvesting Program….and Genesis and Alex are LaMia's mortal enemies.” SISTERS OF EMSHARRA – Print Collection, erotic romance – bdsm/interracial/paranormal/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy, by Gracie C. McKeever – http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/soe.asp 

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563664/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgUk6pd5FoY 
* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “Divorced and love-crossed Evelyn Vega gets more than she bargained for when she receives a two-week vacation package to a dude ranch as a birthday present. She thinks gorgeous cow boss Jason Makepeace will be the perfect vacation fling, but Jason has wife, kids and picket-fence written all over him.” MANIFEST DESTINY: THE MATCHMAKER 3, erotic paranormal romance (contemporary/May-December/light bdsm) – Also a spin-off of SPELLS CAST IN SHADOWS, by Gracie C. McKeever – SIREN TOP SELLER! http://www.sirenpub.com/md.asp 
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606010026/sirenpub-20 
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmzxF_UrBsc
* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “Chris is a talented and rising young track star who wants to make it to the nationals and break world records. He'll get these both if he can shake the specter of a crack-addicted older brother and the more clear and present danger of a steroid enhanced teammate with a mean score to settle. Tori is an intelligent non-conformist skirting the fastlane and hiding secret pains behind a wall of foul-mouthed bravado and false indifference. She hates jocks but wants to show Chris that there's more to life than running. Innocent and courageous, embittered and sexually precocious--together Chris and Tori will discover that they have miles to go...” MILES TO GO by Gracie C. McKeever, a Byte^Me teen novel http://awe-struck.net 
* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “A young wealthy philanthropist is critically injured by a spiteful friend-with-benefits when, after a bitter break-up, she runs him down with her car. Only a kiss and a little bit of sensual and erotic care from a dedicated and empathic young nurse can bring him out of his resultant coma. Can soul mates David and Aziza find justice as well as eternal love?” NINE INCHES OF SNOW AND THE EBONY PRINCESS, erotic paranormal romance (bdsm/interracial/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever – A Siren Adult Fairy Tale – SIREN TOP SELLER! http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/nios.asp 

Also Available in ONCE UPON A TIME, Fairy Tale Print Collection

Siren Publishing, Inc. http://www.sirenpublishing.com/ftp-ouat/ftp-ouat.asp  
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606010360/sirenpub-20
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: "Gale Sinclair is a marriage counselor who has broken the cardinal rule of psychotherapy and fallen in love with one of his clients. Dying in a head-on collision and returning to life in the body of Zoelle Sutherland's estranged husband turns out to be the least of his worries.” ETERNAL DESIGNS, erotic paranormal romance (reincarnation/interracial/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever. A NCWA (New Century Writer Award) 2002 Novel/Novella Finalist; 2008 RT Award Nominee in the Best Erotic Romance & Erotica Novel - Paranormal/Fantasy/Sci-Fi Erotic Romance Category http://www.sirenpub.com/graciemckeever/ed.asp 
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606010018/sirenpub-20
View the video Trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmrPKwPjckc
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “The fix is in when older sisters Angela – a New Age practitioner who shares her brother's telepathic abilities – and Evelyn decide to play Cupid and hook their brother EJ Vega up with Evelyn's personal shopper. From here, what starts as a professional relationship will gradually escalate into something much more when the free-spirited, "gifted" author preparing to go on his first national book tour, enlists the services of the uptight and skeptical Tabitha Lyons.” BENEATH THE SURFACE: THE MATCHMAKER 1, erotic paranormal romance (contemporary/psychic/interracial/light bdsm). http://www.sirenpub.com/graciecmckeever/bts.asp SIREN TOP SELLER! ROMANCE EROTICA CONNECTION 2006 STORY OF THE YEAR! (Tabitha Lyons – REC Choice Heroine 2006!) #8 On SIREN’S ALL-TIME BESTSELLER LIST! Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933563184/102-5235251-9271348?n=283155
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmzxF_UrBsc
* * *

From Fictionwise: “A young black man is shot down in the streets in a drive-by. But a mistake has been made. Kelly shouldn't have died. So he's returned to Earth…in the body of a young comatose white woman married to a hot looking Latino narc cop. Can Kelly resolve the questions surrounding his death? What will happen to Amire, the woman he loved in his previous life? And, most important, can he resolve his marriage – now that he's a woman named Dagny – to another man?” NEW LIFE INCOGNITA: New Age Paranormal Urban Romance (interracial/psychic/reincarnation/sex-switch/wiccan) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.fictionwise.com/ebooks/eBook36736.htm See review at Mrs. Giggles Keeper Shelf: http://www.mrsgiggles.com/ebooks/keepers.html 
* * *

THIS ISSUE'S NEWSLETTER CONTEST—SUBSCRIBERS ONLY! I’m offering an electronic copy (PDF) of Siren Classic, retro release, SPELLS CAST IN SHADOWS.  To enter for your chance to win this book, just send an e-mail with your name and e-mail address to gwiz10@optonline.net with the subject line SPELLS CAST IN SHADOWS. Contest runs until April 20, 2011. One entry per e-mail address, and per person. AUTHOR SHALL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES THAT PREVENT TIMELY RECEIPT OF AN ENTRY AND/OR RESPONSE. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A RESPONSE FROM ME, THEN THAT MEANS I DID NOT RECEIVE YOUR ENTRY OR YOUR NAME WAS NOT FOUND AMONG MY LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. Author reserves the right to publish winner's name on blog, webpage(s) and/or in the newsletter. Winner in January/February 2011 contest for a copy of SEXUAL HEALING FOR THREE was Cathy MacDonald!  Congrats on your win Cathy and hope you enjoy your prize!
 Giveaways/Good Deals/Shameless Promotions and/or Sites That No (Romance) Reader (or Author) Should Be Without: 
AUTHOR ISLAND – “The treasures await!! In case you're new to the Island, we give A BOOK AWAY EVERY SINGLE DAY just below our Author Spotlight. So, make sure you check back daily to see what great book we have up for grabs.  We also have TWO contest pages with new contests added all the time, so check back often!...” http://www.authorisland.com 
AWE-STRUCK PUBLISHING (A subsidiary of MUNDANIA PRESS) – “Publishes ebooks in Romance, SF, SF Romance, Regency, Western Romance, New Age, Inspirational, Teen Fiction, and Historical, and we are unique to the reading world with our Ennoble titles that feature heroes with disabilities. All our ebooks are available in HTML, PDF, Palm, Pocket PC, Rocket; some titles are also available in eBookman, and Hiebook.” http://www.awe-struck.net 

BLAZING TRAILERS – “Books at the Speed of Fun”. It’s all about books, books, books of every genre. Watch the book previews and get hooked. http://www.blazingtrailers.com  

BOOK-REMARKS – The website that promotes books written by or about African-Americans. http://www.book-remarks.com 
BOOKSTRAND – More reading pleasure for every taste. Popular e-books from your favorite publishers. http://www.bookstrand.com 
COFFEE TIME ROMANCE – Book Reviews, Interviews and more. http://www.coffeetimeromance.com 
EUROREVIEWS: “To bring WORLDWIDE attention to both print and e-Books, whilst encouraging the interest in Dutch publishers in the American reviews industry.” http://euroreviews.eu.funpic.de/index.php 

FALLEN ANGEL REVIEWS – New Releases, Reviews, Interviews, Contests, Authors Pages, What the Authors are Saying! Author Extras http://fallenangelreviews.com/ 

FICTIONWISE – “Excellence in e-Books” http://www.fictionwise.com 
FRESH FICTION – Books and authors for today’s readers of Mystery, Thrillers, Romance, Suspense, Fantasy and Science Fiction. Check out the monthly contests http://www.freshfiction.com 

GOODREADS – “Have you ever wanted a better way to: See what your friends are reading? Keep track of what you've read and what you'd like to read? Get great book recommendations from people you know? Good Reads…it’s what your friends are reading. http://www.goodreads.com Look me up and friend me at: http://www.goodreads.com/profile/graciecmckeever 
JUST EROTIC ROMANCE REVIEWS: “The sensual side of romance” http://www.justeroticromancereviews.com/home.html 

MIND LIKE WATER E-Book Directory: http://www.mindlikewater.com: Free ebook directory and marketing 

MOCHAS EROTIC REVIEW: “For All Erotic And Naughty By Nature I/R and M/C e-books where love is color blind… We here at Mochas Erotic Review are dedicated to bring you hot and new stories from the best authors of I/R and M/C genre out there…” http://www.mochaseroticreview.com/ 
MRS. GIGGLES: Everything Romantic! “…website of a cantankerous coot filled with caustic, sarcastic, and blunt opinions on books, movies, music, hot guys, and other matters. Come on in. It's not as if you have anywhere better to go or anything better to do.” http://www.mrsgiggles.com 

NEW AND USED BOOKS: http://www.newandusedbooks.com – Features new releases, reviews, interviews, and contests. Don’t forget to check out their new format!

NIGHT OWL ROMANCE: http://www.nightowlromance.com – “Let your imagination take flight.” Romance,  Erotica, Book Flicks, Reviews,  Authors’ Corner,  Merchandise, Amazon Store, and Message Board. 

NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS.COM: Reviews of movies, books, music and board games. Don’t miss the e-author spotlight! http://www.nightsandweekends.com 

PARANORMAL ROMANCE (or PNR): “New Worlds Are Our Oyster…Join us if you dare…” http://www.paranormalromance.org
R.A.W.SISTAZ (Reading and Writing Sistaz): Literary Group and Online Book Club. One of Writer’s Digest 101 Top Websites for 2006! From the Website: “…main goal is to provide information to the African-American Literary Community regarding books, authors, events, and other industry news. We offer our services and our sites free of charge, as avenues to promote literacy, to encourage our authors to continue following their dreams and to facilitate the open exchange of literary information; basically connecting both readers and writers.” Check them out at http://www.rawsistaz.com 

READERS READ™: Do you like to read a chapter of a book before you buy it? Stop by http://www.readersread.com/excerpts/ to read excerpts and first chapters from the newest books. Check back frequently.
ROMANCE JUNKIES – The name says it all. For readers addicted to all kinds of good romance…check out your favorite authors, contests, reviews, interviews and up-to-date romance news. One of Writer’s Digest 101 Top Websites for 2006! http://www.romancejunkies.com
ROMANCE STUDIO, THE – “The romance genre today”. Latest romance news, contests and information about your favorite romance authors and the latest romance books. http://www.theromancestudio.com 

ROMANTIC TIMES BOOK REVIEWS – The Magazine for Fiction Lovers – Books, Authors, Magazine, News, Resources, Message Boards http://www.romantictimes.com 

SHELFARI – Create a virtual bookshelf to show off your books. Connect with your friends. Discover exciting new titles. Voice your opinion. All for FREE. Read. Share. Explore! http://www.shelfari.com Sign up and don’t forget to add me as a friend (. http://www.shelfari.com/gwiz10! 

SIREN PUBLISHING, INC. – “Quality erotica romance for the sophisticated reader” http://www.sirenpublishing.com 
SISTAHFRIEND BOOK CLUB – Promoting Literacy and Empowerment in a Women’s Forum http://www.sistahfriendbookclub.com 

STRESS FREE MARKETING – Marketing and Distribution Strategies for Authors http://www.stressfreemarketing.us 

VAMPIRESS – Home of self-professed fan of things vampire and paranormal, Raven Kelly. Visit for listings of Artists, Books, Authors, Movies, Vampire Links and More! http://www.vampiress.ca
WATCH THE BOOK -- View the latest videos featuring new and upcoming releases! http://www.watchthebook.com 

WRITERSPACE – Stay informed about lots of your favorite writers (and regular monthly contests) in one monthly newsletter, and consider subscribing to Writerspace. To subscribe, visit http://www.writerspace.com/  

 Favorite Quotes
"To give anything less than your best is to sacrifice the gift." –Steve Prefontaine (1/25/51 – 5/30/75) 
"When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit of talent left and could say, 'I used everything you gave me.'" -Erma Bombeck (2/21/27-1996)
"Each of us has been put on earth with the ability to do something well. We cheat ourselves and the world if we don't use that ability as best we can." -George Allen (4/29/1922-1990)

"Your talent is God's gift to you; what you do with it is your gift to God." -Leo Buscaglia (3/31/24 – 6/11/98)

"Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed to sell your parrot to the town gossip." -Will Rogers (11/4/1879 - 8/15/35)                         
                                                                     
"If you don't want it printed, don't let it happen." -unknown-          
"Live your life in such a way that when your feet hit the floor in the morning, Satan shudders and says... "Oh sh**...she's awake!!"  -unknown-          
 Contact the Author
Copyright © 2011 by Gracie C. McKeever - All Rights Reserved.

Don’t forget to visit some of my and my publishers’ sites below.
 
http://www.graciecmckeever.com
http://www.facebook.com/people/Gracie_C_McKeever/1264325266 http://www.goodreads.com/profile/graciecmckeever
http://www.myspace.com/graciecmckeever
http://www.shelfari.com/gwiz10 

http://www.twitter.com/graciecmckeever 

http://blog.myspace.com/graciecmckeever
http://sirenbookstrand.blogspot.com/  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/awe-somereaders
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SirenBookstrand 
Thanks for subscribing and see you next issue!
GCM~



	


