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Welcome back to this issue of The G-Spot! 
Hope you’re all enjoying a wonderful spring so far ;)

Made it to the NY Auto Show for the second year in a row, and this time my nephews got to go with me and my niece. Now that can’t say that they’ve never been ( Lotta walking and a lot of ground covered, but overall they enjoyed themselves. 

This issue my Author Spotlight shines on multi-published author of the erotic paranormal series Ocean Shifters, Daisy Harris! Don’t miss the excerpt of  Daisy’s Siren Publishing classic release, SHARK BAIT, and our riveting and revealing interview within (
HIGHLIGHTS – CABLE, NETFLIX, THEATRICAL RELEASES:
AFTER SEX: A modern-day exploration of relationships between eight different couples dealing with the repercussions of sexual intimacy. The dialogue is relatable and witty, and every imaginable hook-up—from same sex, to first time, to interracial, to mature—is covered. Funny and serious situations blend with the poignant and exposed moments of the infamous afterglow in this quirky indie drama. Some of the stories and characters were more engaging than others. My favorite exchanges occurred between the first, second and especially the last couple. 3 out of 5 Stars
ALL GOOD THINGS: Oldest son of real estate tycoon Sanford, David Marks is a begrudging heir apparent to his father’s business. When he meets and falls for beautiful young Katherine his fate is set. Against his father’s wishes, he moves to Vermont to set up a life and a business with Katie. Soon the young couple marry and move back to New York, but David’s unresolved dark past and daddy issues make it impossible for him to have a successful relationship with Katie. Their marriage is rocky, devolving from loving and close to violent and distant before Katie mysteriously disappears. Based on a true story, this could have been so much better. The performances are excellent, but the focus was off. I felt like I was watching two different movies: one about a young couple in love and one a murder mystery. The first hour of this drags. The last forty minutes are the meat and potatoes of the movie and picks up considerably. The ending seemed a little abrupt. Overall, a good mystery, crime thriller, about what I’d expect from a Lifetime movie. I was just expecting more and better. 3 out of 5 Stars
ALTERED: Fifteen years ago, five teenage friends were abducted by aliens, but only four were returned to Earth alive to tell the tale and they have all been altered in one way or another by their experience. Three have been on a years-long mission, determined to catch and kill the aliens that killed one of their friends, Timmy. But what starts out as an act of vengeance turns into a lot more than the men bargained for when they actually succeed in capturing one of the aliens. Wyatt has tried to forget his ordeal and go on with his life, but his three friends Otis, Cody and Duke make this impossible when they bring their extraterrestrial hostage to Wyatt’s farmhouse and Wyatt’s past comes rushing back to him with horrible, painful clarity. The action, suspense and tension in this starts from the very first scene, never letting up and making for an entertaining horror, scifi thriller. The violence in this is pretty gory and graphic, so I wouldn’t recommend it for the faint of heart. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
ANTICHRIST: A psychotherapist and his wife seem to share a relatively happy and healthy sex life until they lose their young toddler in a tragic accident. The wife’s grief manifests itself in some unimaginable and extremely self-destructive behaviors while the husband does all he can to help her get through it. I just didn’t get what this was about or especially what drove the wife to such senseless acts of violence (maybe it was the antichrist?). There are disturbing scenes of mutilation in this that were very uncomfortable to watch. I’m sure there are some thematic and big-picture issues and symbolism here that just went way over my head, but I have to give credit to the filmmakers for managing to keep me watching until the gruesome end. Kudos also for the striking and lush cinematography and to stars Willem Dafoe and Charlotte Gainsbourg who give very convincing and passionate performances. Otherwise, I just didn’t get this. 2 out of 5 Stars
BEAUTY & THE BRIEFCASE: Attractive, young and ambitious writer Lane Daniels just got her dream job writing a cover story on finding her magic man in the corporate world for Cosmo. This entails her only dating men in suits, which puts a serious crimp in her love life when she meets Liam, a gorgeous and sexy hunk who meets every item on her soul mate checklist, except that Liam does not wear a suit. If you’re in the mood for a light-hearted, simple and predictable rom-com and are a fan of Sex in the City, then you’ll probably find this junior contender as enjoyable as I did. 3 out of 5 Stars

BOOT CAMP: Subscribing to the philosophy of tough love discipline, Sophie Bauer’s parents commit her to a special rehabilitative program for troubled youth. What they thought would be a course to transform Sophie into a model citizen turns out to be an extreme boot camp of horrors on an isolated island in the South Pacific where the detainees are physically abused and subjected to brainwashing by the power-hungry professionals and staff in charge. Back in the states, Sophie’s boyfriend Ben takes dangerous and drastic measures to get her back home. Based on true events and like THE EXPERIMENT, this movie is an interesting exploration of how absolute power corrupts absolutely. Peter Stormare does an excellent job as Dr. Hail, the egomaniacal, sadistic director of the camp. 3 out of 5 Stars
BOY A (United Kingdom): Jack Burridge is released from imprisonment years after serving time for a serious crime he perpetrated as a youth. With the help of his devoted caseworker Terry, Jack reenters society, landing a modest place to stay and a job on the outside. Jack even finds romance and love with a co-worker and begins to think that he really has left his dark past behind before a cruel twist of fate, a heroic deed and a bitter son’s enmity threatens his new existence. This was a gritty and powerful indie drama about, human nature, lost innocence, shattered hope and unrealized redemption. Andrew Garfield’s portrayal of Jack is authentic and poignant and just really made me feel every joy and pain of his character; I am officially an Andrew Garfield fan!  Peter Mullan as Terry also gives a noteworthy performance. I was hoping for a different ending despite knowing there was really no other place for this movie to go. 5 out of 5 Stars
BURNING PLAIN, THE: The torrid affair of a married mother of four and a Mexican laborer sets in motion a chain of events that proves devastating to both adulterers’ families and their progeny. Though the constant jumping back and forth in time to illustrate the tragic, parallel stories of the two main protagonists was confusing and jarring at times, the technique didn't detract from the overall dramatic effect and production values of this movie. Kim Basinger, Charlize Theron and Jennifer Lawrence all give excellent performances in this story about forgiveness, healing and the wages of sin. 4 out of 5 Stars.
CHAOS THEORY: Frank Allen is an organized stickler and efficiency expert who lives and dies by his lists but most of all he prides himself on his honesty. When his good-intentioned wife sets the clocks forward in their house a mere ten minutes hoping to help Frank bust out of his predictable shell, Frank’s life instead begins to spiral out of control with unplanned event after unplanned event until Frank sees his entire life as a waste of time. After a shocking revelation of betrayal, Frank determines to change his life and do all the things he’s always wanted to do but had too much self-restraint and sense of responsibility to try. Ryan Reynolds delivers a convincing and engaging performance as a husband who discovers a fateful secret that could destroy his marriage if he lets it. A hysterical and sensitive commentary on the state of forgiveness, love, marriage and romance and the choices we make to achieve all of them. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
COWBOYS & ANGELS (Ireland): Struggling civil servant Shane is on the hunt for a centrally located flat at a reasonable rate. He gets the flat and a mate to share the expenses in talented gay fashion-design student Vincent. Watching Vincent pursue his dreams makes the shy and fashion-challenged Shane think twice about going to art and design school to pursue his own dream of becoming an illustrator. Money, however, is tight. When Shane falls in with a dubious group of drug dealers in order to finance his college aspirations and maybe a fashion makeover from Vincent, he may jeopardize both his and Vincent’s artistic ambitions forever. Colorful, engaging characters in an interesting coming-of-age drama. 3 out of 5 Stars 


DARKROOM, THE: A young man with bloody hands wanders the road and is almost run down by a car. Fifteen years later he is still a hospitalized amnesiac not remembering who he is or anything that happened to him before the day he was found on the road. He’s given a chance to reclaim his memories when he volunteers to take part in a clinical trial, but the drug has some horrific side effects leaving the amnesiac seeing gory visions of women being tortured and killed. Soon after, he escapes the institution and meets a teen boy who’s having problems at home with an alcoholic mother and a brow-beating stepfather. Stan, the teen, talks his new friend the amnesiac into helping him break into his stepfather’s darkroom, a place the man fiercely protects and with good reason. Intriguing premise, solid execution and suspense, gripping twists and turns to a satisfying ending. 3 out of 5 Stars
DAY ZERO: In an alternate reality where the draft is in effect, three friends in post-911 New York try to come to terms with their ambivalent feelings about joining the war overseas, but especially, possibly about dying. George is a conscientious objector and corporate lawyer who just made partner and doesn’t want to risk losing everything he’s worked so hard for reporting for duty. Dixon is a patriotic cab driver who believes in the cause and is more than willing to defend and fight for the freedoms he’s been afforded. Aaron is an aspiring novelist and mild-mannered pacifist who thinks he’s woefully out of shape and ill-equipped— both physically and mentally—to participate in anybody’s war. Through all their internal and external conflicts, the three friends go about their lives trying to enjoy what they have while the threat of losing it ominously looms and the day grows nearer when they will be called to duty. A sensitive exploration of the effect at home of the war and the lengths we are all willing to go for what we believe. Jon Bernthal’s performance as Dixon is a standout in this indie drama. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
DEAD AWAKE: Dylan works in a funeral home and his life is shaped by an accident that happened ten years ago. Constantly at odds with his present, he keeps going back to the place of the accident to get answers that never come. Full of regret and grief and wondering at the direction of his life, Dylan fakes his death to see who will show up at his funeral: among the attendees are his high school sweetheart Natalie and drug addicted Charlie to whom he finds himself frequently playing guardian angel. The supernatural slant to the story never fully takes shape and the movie itself leaves some questions unanswered. The acting is solid and the story overall isn’t bad, just slow, so maybe I was nodding off on the answers. The twist at the end seemed a little contrived. 2.5 out of 5 Stars 

DEAD BODIES: Charming ne’er do well Tommy and his girlfriend Jean don’t get along too well. Beautiful and spoiled, Jean is a pretty unlikeable shrew who bosses Tommy around and messes up his life at every turn. After a violent argument, Tommy leaves the house, only to return much later on to find Jean dead. Despite the accidental nature of Jean’s condition, Tommy makes a fateful decision that compounds his actions and digs himself into deeper trouble at every turn.  A well-done mystery/suspense/thriller with solid performances and lots of unpredictable twists and turns. The ending was a bit of a letdown and seemed rushed and unfinished, but not enough to ruin this overall entertaining movie. 4 out of 5 Stars

DEAR FRANKIE (United Kingdom): Lizzie is a single mother to her son Frankie and with the help of her mother she’s been raising him for the last eight years. They’ve moved around a lot, mostly to keep Frankie away from his abusive, no-good father. To fill the void, Lizzie has created a story where Frankie’s father is on duty aboard a ship called the Accra, and travels to all sorts of exotic locations. She keeps up the ruse by responding to her son’s letters as his dad, but soon Lizzie’s secret is threatened when Frankie discovers that the Accra is docked near their most recent home. When Frankie writes telling his dad that he’d like to meet him, Lizzie makes arrangements to hire a stranger to pose as Frankie’s father. I loved the relationship Lizzie shared with her son—very heart-warming and realistic. A well-done coming-of-age indie drama with convincing and sensitive performances by Emily Mortimer as Lizzie, Jack McElhone as Frankie and, even though he wasn’t on screen nearly enough for my tastes, Gerard Butler as The Stranger. 4 out of 5 Stars
DISAPPEARANCE OF ALICE CREED, THE (United Kingdom): Ex-cons Vic and Danny hatch a textbook kidnap plot and abduct unsuspecting heiress Alice Creed off the street. While making arrangements to collect a sizable ransom from Alice’s father, however, the partners in crime run into some unforeseen problems as suspicion rises between them and trust disintegrates beneath the stress of keeping their feisty young victim alive and well. Wow! I haven’t seen a kidnap plot movie as tension-filled, suspenseful and with as many twists and turns as this since THE CRYING GAME. Tight story, fresh plot, great performances and an entertaining and unpredictable thrill-ride. 4.5 out of 5 Stars. 
DORIAN BLUES: Small town Dorian Lagatos is confused about a lot of things but his sexuality isn’t one of them. He realizes he’s gay and the first person he tells, besides his therapist, is his younger, perfect-son brother Nicky. Nicky surprises him in his support, but nothing can save the melancholic, anxiety-ridden Dorian from having to tell their ultra-conservative father that his oldest son is a homosexual. Although this isn’t that unique a coming-of-age, coming-out family dramedy, the story was enjoyable and the performances were believable and solid. I really enjoyed the relationship between Nicky and Dorian, a poignant one that gave the movie some depth, exploring fraternal bonds in addition to the tormented gay issue. 3 out of 5 Stars

DORIAN GRAY: (APRIL theme: "It's About Time!!" Theme challenge: We all have those movies that we have been "meaning to see". For this month’s challenge, watch a movie from your personal "to be watched" list that you have been putting off watching for a VERY long time): Dorian Gray is a man of wealth and status but young and naïve to the ways of the world and people in general. Lord Henry Wotton, a jaded cynic, makes it his personal mission to open Dorian’s eyes up to every experience in the world and corrupt him. Challenging Henry like an angel on Dorian’s opposite shoulder is a struggling painter about town named Basil Hallward. Basil sees the good and sweetness in Dorian and wants him to remain so. He captures Dorian’s beauty, goodness and youth in a portrait that becomes the talk of the town, as does Dorian himself, but for very different reasons. As Henry’s protégé, Dorian becomes cynical too, engaging in all sorts of sins of the flesh. The more debauched Dorian behaves, the uglier his picture becomes gradually revealing all of the young man’s hidden flaws and repulsiveness to the world. I never saw the original, 1945 version, so don’t know how faithful this was to that, though this stands on its own merit in production values and execution, especially the excellent performances of Ben Barnes as Dorian and Colin Firth as Lord Henry. 4 out of 5 Stars
EASY A: Olive is your average, precocious A-Student who has actually read The Scarlet Letter rather than watched the Demi Moore movie for class. She’s basically invisible and likes it that way for the most part until she tells a lie to get out of spending a weekend camping with her best friend Rhianon and Rhianon’s eccentric parents. As these things usually go, the lie snowballs when she tells Rhianon that she spent the weekend with her college boyfriend George who doesn’t really exist, but Rhianon takes the lie as truth and before either Olive or Rhianon know it, the school’s head bible-thumper Marianne spreads the rumor that Olive has lost her virginity and Olive is no longer invisible. But things get even worse when Olive’s gay friend Brandon wants her to do a favor for him to make everyone in school believe he’s heterosexual. Oh, the things Olive will do for her friends! Emma Stone is funny and believable as Olive. The dialogue is creative and snappy (especially the banter shared between Stanley Tucci and Patricia Clarkson as Olive’s irreverent, open-minded parents) as are the lies that Olive finds herself weaving and the situations that begin to spiral out of control because Emma is just trying to be a “nice guy”. Hilarious, relevant coming-of-age comedy! Easily several, hysterical laugh out loud moments. Really enjoyed this. 4.5 out of 5 Stars
EDEN LAKE (United Kingdom): Jenny’s a school teacher on her way off to a romantic weekend with her boyfriend Steve. Steve has plans of taking his relationship with Jenny to the next level and making the ultimate commitment. The couple travel to Eden Lake to spend some quality time together and run afoul of a gang of teens when Steve confronts the leader about their rude behavior. What starts off as a prank when the teens finally steal the couples’ car turns into a serious fight for survival. Wow! The twists and turns gradually build up from fun-and-game pranks in the woods to a brutal contest of hide and seek. This thriller had me on the edge of my seat for most of an hour and the ending just really, really had me cursing at the television as the screen went black and the credits started to roll. I was hoping for a different outcome despite the realism and appropriateness. 4.5 out of 5 Stars 
EYES WIDE OPEN (Israel): Aspiring artist and young Yeshiva student Ezri is on the streets with no place to stay. He happens upon Aaron’s butcher shop and Help Wanted sign and asks for a job. Aaron is a husband, devout Jew and father of four and meeting Ezri shines a glaring light on the emptiness in his life, the need. Aaron gives Ezri the job at his kosher shop and allows him to live in the room above the shop, never knowing how his fateful decision will affect himself or his family though he has an idea how the progression of his and Ezri’s forbidden relationship will be received by his strict orthodox community. Time and time again Aaron is warned by his neighbors about the sins Ezri has committed in his former home and that he is bad news. Despite the advice and threats, Aaron does not want to give Ezri up. A poignant and impossible love story with the requisite conclusion. Do not expect a happy Hollywood ending. Zohar Shtrauss and Ran Danker give compelling and sensitive performances as the star-crossed lovers here. 4 out of 5 Stars  
FIGHTING TOMMY RILEY: Marty Goldberg is an overweight, older high school teacher. In his heyday he was a boxer of some note and then a successful trainer before a damaging personal secret was exposed and ruined his career. But those days are gone until he discovers the potential of young Tommy Riley. Tommy is mired in manual labor laying cable lines and making pennies and dimes sparring at the gym before Marty sees what he can do in the ring. With Marty behind him, believing in him, Tommy becomes a fighter of worth and one ready for the big time, but he’s going to have to make some difficult decisions in order to get a title fight and the million dollar purse. This is not just a boxing movie nor is it just a mentor/student movie. It is a surprisingly multi-layered indie drama with flawed and real characters trying to get beyond their past mistakes, battling their demons and exploring the true meaning of platonic love. Eddie Jones gives a powerful, nuanced performance as Marty. Bittersweet ending. After seeing this movie I realized the title has an interesting double meaning. 3.5 out of 5 Stars

FASTER: Driver did ten years in prison on a bank robbery charge. Now he’s free on the streets and out for revenge against the men who murdered his brother in cold blood. Driver is single-minded and determined, but then so too are the two men who are after him. One is Killer, an assassin hired by one of Driver’s potential victims, and the other is Cop, a homicide detective and recovering junky just days away from retiring. The story was fast-paced and tight and the acting was serviceable. I especially liked Cop, a multi-dimensional, flawed character, and the performance Billy Bob Thornton gave playing him. 3.5 out of 5 Stars

FISH WITHOUT A BICYCLE: Jules is an aspiring actress who lands the lead female role in a local play. The director is a good looking pompous guy who puts the moves on her, but Jules is engaged to the “perfect guy” in Danny, a handsome fireman and a supportive sweet boyfriend. Jules isn’t satisfied though and does the deed with the director despite her protestations of being taken. She calls her long time friend Vicki to lament and for some advice, but Vicki is sublimating some desires of her own that Jules doesn’t know about and encourages Jules to leave Danny for a while to “find herself”, because Jules has never really been alone or without a boyfriend to worship her and Vicki thinks she’s totally naïve. Sigh. I agree with Vicki. Not only is Jules naïve, she’s immature and a bit of a whiner. Jenna Mattison who plays Jules (and who also wrote the script) is attractive, but her acting just wasn’t enough to sustain this indie romance and especially not enough to carry the aimless script. There are some interesting moments, but not enough to make this a good movie and definitely not enough to make me want to re-watch. 2 out of 5 Stars

FRAGMENTS: When a gunman opens fire at a diner, a young single mother and waitress, two teen friends, a doctor and a cancer patient are several of the survivors. In the aftermath they all learn to deal with their traumatic experience in different ways. Featuring an all-star, ensemble cast, this was an interesting movie about the randomness of life, the several stages of grief and how some of us cope with tragedy. 3.5 out of 5 Stars 

FREEZE FRAME (Great Britain): Sean Veil was accused of the gruesome murders of a woman and her twin girls ten years ago but was released on a technicality. The detective and an insignificant psychologist on the case both have had a hard-on for him since the crime. However, Sean is prepared for them now and has been filming himself ever since, non-stop 24/7 so that he can have an alibi for any unsolved murders the law may want to try and pin on him. Now with the approaching tenth anniversary of the murders, the psychologist is a famous forensic profiler and bestselling author. The detective on the case is suffering from a terminal illness and determined to see Sean pay for his crimes before he dies. Not to mention there’s a reporter who believes in Sean’s innocence even if he inconveniently doesn’t have an alibi for the murder of Mary Shaw five years ago. Novel, high-concept premise, solidly executed with lots of twists and turns to make an entertaining psychological crime thriller, an intriguing who- AND whydunit that proves just because you’re paranoid doesn’t mean they’re not after you. I liked Sean’s running narrative and his list of Things to Remember. 3 out of 5 Stars

GOOD GUY, THE: Tommy is a mover and a shaker on Wall Street and has been dating Beth, an urban conservationist, for the last three months. Tommy has just started mentoring Danny at work and takes it upon himself to give his protege tips not just on how to do his job but on how to pick up women. Danny’s a bit of a nerd and not really good with women but Tommy’s advice helps. Too bad for Tommy his advice helps Danny a lot more than Tommy could have ever counted on. Serviceable acting, passably entertaining rom-com. 3 out of 5 Stars.
GOOD LIFE, THE: Jason lives in a football-crazy town in Nebraska, leading a dull and depressing life working two jobs—one as a gas station attendant and the other in a movie theater that only shows old films. Even with the two jobs he can’t help make ends meet at home, especially when his mother is running up a $400 electric bill that she can’t pay. Jason’s biggest dream is to leave his dreary existence and his dreary town. But he’s got responsibilities in addition to trying to help his mother survive and that is helping the theater owner Gus who lost his wife five years ago and has issues with his memory. In the midst of all this and after being beaten by a football playing jerk, Jason is rescued by a beautiful young woman who swears that they are soulmates. As in TWELVE, the monotone narration in this took away from rather than added to this movie. The cinematography and performances were great, I just didn’t get the message the filmmakers were trying to get across. Overall, not a bad movie, just a bit of a letdown. 2.5 out of 5 Stars


HEARTLESS (Great Britain): Bearing a large heart-shaped birthmark on his face, young and talented photographer Jamie Morgan stays withdrawn from life even as he captures the beauty, chaos and pain of the world around him on film. All he wants is someone who can see past the hideousness of his face to love him for what’s on the inside. When Jamie’s mother is murdered in front of him by a bunch of hoods wearing demon masks, Jamie gets his chance at obtaining everything he’s always wanted as a shady character named Poppa B makes him a too-good-to-be-true offer he can’t refuse. Creepy, striking cinematography and solid performances highlight this supernatural thriller. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
I LOVE YOU PHILLIP MORRIS: Adopted as a baby, Steve Russell became a cop for the sole reason of finding his real mother, but the end result of his search leaves him bitterly disappointed. A husband and father living in the closet, Steve is seriously injured in an auto accident, has an epiphany and decides from that point on to come out of the closet and live his life the way he wants. The way he wants is expensive and to maintain the high-life tastes that he has acquired with his partner in Miami, Steve becomes a con man. Caught after one scam too many, Steve lands in jail where he meets his soul mate in Phillip Morris, a gentle, sweet and trusting blue-eyed blond. This dark comedy has some hilarious moments and some serious moments, all persuasively pulled off by the multi-talents of Jim Carrey and Ewan McGregor who have excellent chemistry together. Interesting story made even more so since it’s based on true events. 4 out of 5 Stars

JUMPING THE BROOM: Sabrina Watson is a beautiful uptown girl who has had her share of bad relationships and has prayed on finding a good man. Handsome investment banker Jason Taylor becomes the answer to Sabrina’s prayers when a chance encounter turns into a whirlwind romance that has Jason proposing after six months. When Jason’s blue-collar family and friends arrive on Martha’s Vineyard for the weekend nuptials, the fireworks begin as the different African American cultures collide. Humor and sensitive moments of betrayal and family secrets revealed highlight this entertaining, well-acted romantic dramedy. 4 out of 5 Stars
JUST LIKE THE SON: Ex-con Daniel gets bailed out of jail and trouble by his father for the last time. The judge he goes before on his latest infraction gives him 240 hours of community service with a warning that he will definitely do time for his next violation. Daniel’s community service consists of him acting as janitor at an inner city public school where he meets and bonds with a six-year-old named Boone. Boone lives in a broken home headed by a single mother who is “sick”. Daniel learns that if Boone’s mother goes away again to get better, Boone will have to go to an orphanage, and Boone does not want to go to an orphanage. Daniel takes it upon himself to take Boone out of the orphanage and drive across country to deliver Boone to his sister’s in Dallas. Daniel is a small-time crook who has never finished anything in his life, but is determined to do so now in helping Boone, despite the consequences. Daniel and Boone have great chemistry and exchange realistic dialogue. Their adventure together is a heartwarming road trip with an appropriate if sad ending. A poignant and sensitive indie drama with excellent performances from Mark Webber as Daniel and Antonio Ortiz as the heart- and scene-stealing Boone. 4 out of 5 Stars
KEITH: Seventeen-year old Natalie is the full package: an A-student heading for Duke on an athletic scholarship with a handsome, athletic and intelligent boyfriend by her side. She has the whole world at her feet until Keith barges into her orbit with, it seems but one goal in mind: to ruin her life. However, there is much more to Keith than meets the eye, something Natalie discovers once she gets past the glib, jerk’s veneer. I spent most of my time watching this angry at Keith for what he took Natalie through. Even once his “secret” came out I was still, strangely angry with him, his character and character’s plight, though poignant, not garnering the sympathy from me that I’m sure the filmmakers intended. Nevertheless, the leads had excellent chemistry and this was a well-acted teen drama with depth. Guess I was just expecting or in the mood for something a little lighter and/or different. 3 out of 5 Stars
KILL YOUR DARLINGS: Emigrating from Sweden to L.A. with dreams of becoming a big time success, Eric struggles to create a screenplay based on depressed people who commit suicide and is confused why producers aren’t banging down his door to purchase it. The work has no soul until Eric meets his muse in the mysterious and strange Lola. Lola convinces Eric into taking a road trip to Las Vegas where her therapist is doing a book signing and several of the therapist’s other suicidal patients are also en route to meet the good doctor. This was a disjointed and incomprehensible dark comedy with an ensemble cast that was more talented and deserving individually than the sum of the movie. Not quite sure what to make of it. Just disappointing. 2 out of 5 Stars
LISTEN TO YOUR HEART: Waiter and struggling singer/song-writer, Danny Foster is well-liked and rarely says no to his boss or friends. Attractive and sheltered rich girl with a domineering mother who doesn’t support her desires to attend music school, Ariana Scott lost her hearing to an illness as a young child. Danny serves Ariana’s table one day and is instantly attracted to her. Despite her inability to hear his music, Ariana reawakens Danny’s songwriting efforts and the pair begins a tentative romance that Ariana’s mother is firmly against and which she does everything in her power to sabotage. However, as Danny and Ariana’s relationship blossoms and Danny opens her up to a whole new world of experiences, will it give Ariana the strength to break away from her mother’s overprotective manipulation? Newcomers Alexia Rasmussen and Kent Moran have great chemistry and give convincing, sincere performances as the young, star-crossed lovers in this charming and honest indie romantic drama. Word of warning: keep the Kleenex handy. 4.5 out of 5 Stars
MESKADA: Homicide detective Noah Cordin catches a case in his wealthy town of Hilliard where a young boy was murdered in the progress of a home invasion. The evidence leads Cordin to his small underprivileged hometown of Casall where he believes the two suspects come from. His credibility is questioned, however, by the victim’s mother, an influential and wealthy member of the Meskada County Board of Commissioners, and the prosecutor. The movie is slow moving and the ending was a little disappointing and unresolved, but the mystery aspect was intriguing and kept my interest. Nick Stahl also gives a solid performance as Cordin, a man whose efforts to do his job are sabotaged at every turn by sibling rivalry, bigotry, greed and small town politics.  3 out of 5 Stars
MESRINE: PART 1: KILLER INSTINCT (French): Biopic of the infamous French gangster, Jacques Mesrine. Shows the inception of his thirst for blood and power with an incident from his time in the army in Algiers and moves along to France where he is mentored in a career of bloodshed and bank robberies on his way to Public Enemy #1. I’d put this up against any well-known American gangster flicks like Scarface or Goodfellas. Vincent Cassel is intense! Looking forward to MESRINE: PART 2: PUBLIC ENEMY #1. 4 out of 5 Stars.
MY OWN PRIVATE IDAHO: Mike is a narcoleptic street hustler whose fits of sleep are brought on by moments of stress and invariably come on at some pretty inopportune times, like when he’s about to get down and dirty with a client. Mike is in love with Scott, a fellow hustler who is working the gritty streets of Portland with Mike until he reaches twenty-one when he will inherit a large fortune from his disapproving, rich father. Mike and Scott live in an abandoned hotel with a group of other young street hustlers all led by Fagin-like Bob. Mike is on a mission to find his mother, a journey which leads him and Scott to Roma, Italy where Scott meets and falls for a woman, leaving Mike to suffer unrequited love. I wanted to like this a lot more than I did and now know why I had put off watching this as long as I had. Beautiful cinematography and great performances just couldn’t make up for the stilted, sometimes nonsensical dialogue and execution. I’m coming to realize that Gus Van Sant is a hit-or-miss director for me. I either love his work (GOOD WILL HUNTING) or I hate it (PARANOID PARK). This one falls in the latter category. 2 out of 5 Stars

NEVER LET ME GO: First let me preface this by saying I finished the book about a week before I watched the movie and I didn’t enjoy the book as much as I thought I would or wanted to. Overall, I gave it 3/5. I’d rate the first two parts of the book 2/5. I didn’t like the author’s writing style or voice, nor did I like or care about the POV character, which made the book a real struggle to get through. I loved the alternate reality premise, appreciated the nuanced, speculative themes of the work (once I figured out what was going on) and the tragic circumstances, but by the time I got to some very poignant and significant scenes in part three, it was pretty much too little, too late for me to really care about or appreciate the characters’ predicament. So I went into the movie with high hopes, I think for the first time of seeing a book I’d read translated to film, that it WOULDN’T follow the book too closely. Book and movie tell the story of three friends—Kathy, Tommy and Ruth—all students who grow up in a special boarding school called Hailsham. They are oblivious as to what their true purpose in life will be, or what they were truly created for until one day a guardian at the school takes it upon herself to shatter the children’s fragile bubble by revealing the unthinkable. The movie does follow the book quite closely, however seeing Kathy, Tommy and Ruth brought to life onscreen gave the story much more urgency and passion. I enjoyed the movie better than the book, though I’m not sure if I would have appreciated it at all had I not read the book to begin with—it’s one of those chicken or egg conundrums. Regardless, I thought the casting was perfect as were the performances, and I loved the cinematography and haunting soundtrack. Such a sad, tragic ending. 3 out of 5 Stars
NINES, THE: Three stories intersect, populated by the same characters in different roles and all connected by the number nine. In Part 1, The Prisoner, Gary is a narcissistic, successful actor who is under house arrest after committing arson and going on a drinking and drug binge. In Part 2, Reality Television, Gavin is a talented screenwriter who sells his idea for an unusual pilot to the networks. In Part 3, Knowing, videogame designer Gabriel is stranded in a disabled car in the woods with his wife and young daughter.  Grounded in the eerie existentialism of The Twilight Zone in its heyday this movie was an entertaining foray into the speculative. I was already a fan of Ryan Reynolds going in, but his versatility in this made me even more so. The rest of the cast is just as good. Unexpected and thought-provoking twist at the end tied everything together nicely. If you liked THE JONESES and THE MAN FROM EARTH, you’ll probably enjoy this one too. 4 out of 5 Stars
OPERATOR, THE: Texas attorney Gary Whelan has all the trappings of success: a beautiful wife, an expensive house and extravagant car. He’s also a faithless husband and gambler who’s working on a career-making case. He doesn’t care about anyone but himself and does the unthinkable one day when he flips out on a faceless phone operator and believes he can escape unscathed taking out his frustrations insulting a perfect stranger. Gary’s got another thing coming when said operator makes it her personal mission to teach him a lesson about the consequences of his actions and that he can’t just treat people any old way he likes. Interesting premise, solid execution, nice twist of redemption at the end. 3 out of 5 Stars
ORDER OF CHAOS: Aggressive and ambitious ladies’ man attorney Rick Carlson joins a high-status law firm and makes an immediate splash with the boss and his colleague and new neighbor, henpecked and unassuming lawyer John Politi. John’s on medication for various neuroses and makes the mistake of going out for drinks with Rick one evening. From here on out it’s a rapid downward spiral of alcohol and prescription meds for John as his go-getter new friend begins to influence his approach to life. John, however, soon begins to suspect that Rick has an agenda involving more than just helping John improve his professional and personal relationships. Convincing and decent performances in this better-than-average psychological thriller in a similar vein of BAD INFLUENCE. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
PASSENGER SIDE: Michael gets a call from his recovering addict brother Toby one morning on his birthday asking for a favor. Toby needs Michael to chauffeur him around on a mission of the heart, but Michael doesn’t find out the specifics until much later in the day, nor does he remind Toby that it’s his birthday until prodded. During their little road trip and in between the estranged brothers rehashing their troubled past, they encounter several offbeat characters and do random acts of kindness for said characters along the way. Michael and Toby’s dialogue is sarcastic and revealing and provide several laughs as does a couple of wacky situations, but if you’re not into slow-moving character studies then you won’t enjoy this movie that much. The twist at the end seemed a little tacked on despite its significance. The performances from Adam Scott as Michael and Joel Bissonnette as Toby were good and overall this was an okay outing, but nothing I’d re-watch. 3 out of 5 Stars

POKER CLUB, THE: Four life-long friends get together one Monday night for their usual poker game, but what separates this Monday night from all the hundreds before it will change all of the buddies’ lives forever when a burglar invades Aaron Tyler’s home. The four friends surround and trap the burglar in the kitchen where they accidentally kill him. After a general consensus and even though they dispose of the body things still spiral further out of control when the four men realize that the burglar wasn’t alone. With a seemingly similar plot to a couple of other movies I’ve seen in the past like VERY BAD THINGS and STAG, I thought I knew where this one was going. However, the twists and turns in this led to an ending I really didn’t see coming and topped off an entertaining, edge-of-your-seat mystery/suspense. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
PRIEST: In a post-apocalyptic world where the church has taken over as the governing body and rules the people with fear and denial, the priests who used to defend the human race against vampires have been stripped of their authority and relegated to menial labor as they have been trained for nothing else except hunting. One cleric in particular, Priest, suffers a crisis of faith when his brother and sister-in-law are murdered by rampaging vampires in the wasteland and his niece is abducted. When the church hierarchy refuses to sanction a hunt or help Priest get his niece back, Priest disobeys church law and leaves the city’s walls to search for her on his own. Solid story, execution and performances along with great stunts and fight scenes highlight this action thriller. My biggest complaint was the length. I thought it could have been longer. 3 out of 5 Stars
RESIDENT EVIL: AFTERLIFE: Alice finally makes it to Alaska after exacting her revenge on the Umbrella Corporation in Japan. However, the safety and security that was promised to her and her friends is nowhere to be found—only desolation and one living soul in Claire who has lost her memory. Alice and Claire escape to Los Angeles where a handful of other stragglers fight to survive as they await rescue from Arcadia. Some good action and fight sequences, otherwise, pretty lame. 2 out of 5 Stars

ROAD TO PERDITION: Curious Michael Sullivan, Jr. hides in his father’s car and gets a cruel lesson in life when he sees up close and personal what his father does for a living. Mob enforcer and loyal employee to the powerful John Rooney, Michael Sullivan suffers his biggest betrayal when John’s son Connor takes it upon himself to kill Michael’s wife and youngest son. Out at the time of the attack, Michael, Jr. is saved from assassination and embarks on a six-week journey of revenge and discovery with his father. Great performances, solid story and execution, inevitably tragic and bloody climax. 4 out of 5 Stars 

SHADES OF RAY: Struggling actor Ray Rehman is suffering from an identity crisis. Half-white and half-Pakistani, he has just asked his white girlfriend, Noelle to marry him. Noelle accepts his ring, but tells Ray she has to think about his proposal for a little while. In the meantime, Ray’s father pops up on his doorstep one day out of the blue stating that Ray’s mother has thrown him out. Ray’s dad has been trying to fix him up with a Pakistani girl for some time. Despite his own marriage to Ray’s mother, a white woman, he encourages his son to settle down with his “own kind”. Ray is desperate to get his mother and father back together and get his well-meaning but interfering father out of his house before the man can strong-arm him into a blind date with the Pakistani, Sana. Brian George as Ray’s father is hilarious as are Ray’s best friend Sal, played by Fran Kranz. Zacharay Levi does a credible and amusing job as the twentysomething, long-suffering and put-upon Ray who has to cross cultures in order to finally find himself.  An entertaining and sensitive indie rom-com with depth. 4 out of 5 Stars
SHRINK: Bestselling author and shrink to the stars, Henry Carter suffers a tragedy close to home that has him spiraling out of control in a disturbing haze of pot and alcohol abuse. Henry begins to believe that he is no longer in any shape to  take care of his patients since he is just as messed up as they are until his father refers an emotionally troubled teenage girl to him that Henry would never normally treat. An ironic indie drama that sees Spacey in AMERICAN BEAUTY fighting form and supported by a colorful, off-beat and talented ensemble cast of characters with an assortment of dysfunctions and neuroses. Of particular note are Keke Palmer and Dallas Roberts’ performances. 4 out of 5 Stars
SMALL TOWN SATURDAY NIGHT: Rhett Ryan is an aspiring singer, song-writer on a fast track to Nashville. Problem is the woman he loves has decided at the last minute that she doesn’t want to go and share her life with him as he follows his dreams. She loves him but she wants to do what’s right for her young daughter and stay near her ex, the town’s sheriff. Rhett is torn between pursuing his dreams and staying in the small town where he grew up to be with Samantha. Meanwhile, Samantha’s ex, town sheriff Tommy, has his hands full trying to keep his ex-con brother Donny and their father out of trouble. Rhett’s friends, his worshipful brother Les, their meddlesome mother and a few other assorted characters make up the core of colorful townspeople who stand behind and support Rhett in his undertaking in this entertaining day-in-the-life story. Good ensemble cast, realistic, appealing ending. 3 out of 5 Stars.
SOCIAL NETWORK, THE: In 2003 Mark Zuckerberg was a young Harvard computer genius and geek who’d just been dumped by his then girlfriend Erica and in a drunken rage trashed her on his blog on the Internet. That same night, after Mark successfully crashed the Harvard computer network with an algorithm for Face Mash that his best friend Eduardo Saverin helped him create, spawned the inception of what would be the biggest sensation to hit the Internet since MySpace. Enter Facebook. I’m glad I finally watched this. It was a well-acted and interesting insider’s view of what it takes to become a dot com billionaire. I LOVE the first scene of dialogue between Zuckerberg and his girlfriend! Very memorable. Jesse Eisenberg is compelling as Zuckerberg and definitely deserved the Oscar nod. Andrew Garfield was excellent too, convincingly and sympathetically portraying Saverin as a young man betrayed.  I’m not sure how accurate the depictions of Zuckerberg and Napster founder Sean Parker are, but if they’re even a third accurate, it doesn’t paint a pretty picture of the two and almost makes me feel a little uncomfortable about contributing to the wealth of such sleazy jerks by utilizing Facebook. 4 out of 5 Stars

SOLSTICE: Megan’s twin sister Sophie recently committed suicide and the tragedy haunts Megan months later. She thinks she should have known what was going through her sister’s head or why she did it. The summer break before Megan’s ready to go to college, she and several friends decide to take their annual trip to the bayou to celebrate the solstice, but before long, Megan is sensing a restlessness in and around the summer house and believes her sister is trying to communicate with her. When born and bred Cajun and native to the area Nick performs an impromptu séance to connect with Sophie’s spirit, he uncovers the pieces of a puzzle that could destroy Megan or set her free. A not too shabby, old-fashioned ghost story with some creepy moments, solid mystery and suspense. 3 out of 5 Stars.

SOURCE CODE: Captain Coulter Stevens is a soldier on a vital mission that could save the lives of millions. To do it, he has to inhabit the body of a stranger on a commuter train where a bomb has been planted and hundreds of lives are already a foregone conclusion. He has eight minutes to locate the perpetrator in order to prevent another, impending bombing, but in Captain Stevens’ world eight minutes could mean a lifetime. The special effects are excellent and like INCEPTION this features some mind-bending science fiction and quantum leap physics and also an engaging and talented cast of characters. Vera Farmiga brings heart and soul to any part she plays and her role here as Colleen Goodwin, Captain Stevens’ link to the real world, is no exception. Jake Gyllenhaal is suitably impressive as Captain Stevens, bringing the right amount of strength, vulnerability and humor to the hero who has to save the day over and over again. What a great little scifi action thriller! A popcorn movie with ethical dilemmas and just a dash of romance. 4.5 out of 5 Stars
SUSPENDED ANIMATION: Tom is a successful Hollywood animator who takes his wife’s advice and goes out on a trip snowmobiling and ice fishing in the Michigan woods with a pair of his friends. When Tom’s snowmobile gets stuck in the snow he happens upon a remote cabin where two women live who turn out to be a little more than on the strange side and a lot more than Tom bargained when he went looking for help. What started out as trip for inspiration turns into a fight for survival as Tom discovers that the two women have a prolific and bizarre appetite for human flesh. Good horror flick with some camp and gore but a solid story, entertaining twists and turns and edge of your seat suspense. Believable performances by the crazy sisters, especially Laura Esterman as Vanessa. 3 out of 5 Stars
THIS SPACE BETWEEN US: Award-winning music video director and filmmaker Alex Harty has hit rock bottom two years after the tragic death of his wife in a car accident when he flips out at a pitch meeting and stabs a producer in the hand with a pen. His agent is trying to be understanding and continues to try and get him work, but Alex makes the impulsive decision to leave Los Angeles and head back to his hometown of San Francisco. His trip gets off to a rather inauspicious beginning when his car gets away from him to crash into a former neighbor’s mailbox. Hence begins Alex’s odyssey of self-discovery and creative reawakening. While in town Alex reconnects with a few former flames and his buddy Jesse and embarks on several misadventures in between surviving an earthquake. This was a little disjointed at times and the ending left me hanging but for the most part, clever, snappy dialogue and engaging performances highlight this quirky indie dramedy. Erik Palladino as Jesse is a colorful standout. Nice cinematography and soundtrack too. 3 out of 5 Stars

THOR: Young warrior Thor is the son of King Odin, ruler of Asgard, one of the nine realms. Thor does not believe in the old ways and after a breach of Asgard’s defenses by their enemy, he is determined to go to war and prove Asgard’s invincibility. Odin tries to reason with his son and make him understand to be a good king one must learn to balance wisdom with strength and know when to fight and when to use diplomacy. Thor, however, is reckless and arrogant and after Odin is forced to rescue him, his brother Loki and several other loyal warriors from an irresponsible skirmish, Odin banishes Thor from Asgard to Earth in the hopes that his son will learn valuable lessons in humility, patience and sacrifice. Good action, classic themes, intriguing storyline, excellent performances, solid special effects—this had all the elements to make up a really good movie and, overall, I enjoyed this. In the end, however, I couldn’t get over the feeling that there was just something missing and I couldn’t put my finger on it. I'm thinking maybe it didn't live up to all the hype. Nevertheless, this was a fast-paced and entertaining way to start the summer movie season. 4 out of 5 Stars 

TROUBLE WITH ROMANCE, THE: Four stories about four couples who get together over the course of one night in a hotel. One woman’s sexual encounter is interrupted by hallucinations of an old flame. In another room a married couple who have lost touch with each other are trying to spice up their several-year relationship. Another young couple breaks up on the eve that he plans to propose. Finally, a young man who has been celibate for two years and has given up on love takes his chances with a call girl for the night. The last one was the better of the four and my favorite. The third featured some silly moments of bathroom humor that took away from more than added to the story. Overall, an interesting reflection on the vagaries of romance and love, similar to AFTER SEX. 3 out of 5 Stars 
TULLY: Tully Coates, Jr. doesn’t always see eye to eye with his father, Tully, Sr. or his younger brother Earl. Tully, Sr., Earl and everyone in town seems to think Tully’s good for nothing except skirt chasing. He comes by his reputation honestly with his heart throb good looks and charm. No matter how many girls he beds, however, Tully doesn’t let any of them close enough to know the real him until Ella Smalley. Ella wants to be a veterinarian and is doing an internship in town because she likes being back home. She’s good friends with Earl and becomes friendly with Tully though she wants more from him than he’s willing to give. With the threat of the Coates’ farm being lost compounded by the past and the emergence of several family secrets, the ties that bind Tully and his brother and father are severely strained. This was a very slow-paced, character-driven and quiet indie drama but the performances and story make it worth the watch. 3 out of 5 Stars 
TWELVE: High School dropout White Mike lost his mother to cancer a year ago. He doesn’t smoke, drink or do drugs but is one of the most prolific drug dealers in New York’s Upper East Side, selling product to and making a living off of his former, rich classmates. He follows the credo of every good drug dealer and doesn’t “get high on his own supply”, but this doesn’t stop the bottom from falling out of his world when his cousin is killed in a drug deal gone bad and their best friend is fingered for the murder. Maybe I watched this too late at night, but Keifer Sutherland’s monotone narration throughout put me to sleep more than a few times and rather than draw me closer to and make me care about the characters, it did the exact opposite: maybe this was the intent of the movie makers? White Mike came off as vaguely likable but for the most part the characters were made up of a bunch of selfish, spoiled rich kids whom he supplied with one of their many destructive indulgences and for whom I just didn’t have any sympathy. 2 out of 5 Stars

WATERCOLORS: Danny Wheeler was a gay teen in high school so knew what it was like to be an outsider and shunned. His only friend besides the handicapped Andy who shared is love of the arts, was Carter Melman, a rebel and a loner himself whose only outlet before Danny was his swimming. More than a decade later, Danny is now a gifted painter with his first erotic exhibit. He flashes back to his teen years and the doomed romance he shared with Carter that even now shapes his world view but especially the relationship he shares with his current partner who is tired of competing with Danny’s idealistic memories of Carter. A poignant and sensitive drama about the thrill and pain of first love with excellent performances by Tye Olsen and Kyle Clare. 4 out of 5 Stars
As always, hope you enjoy this issue of The G-Spot! 
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  Available Now!
From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “As different as night and day, the only thing twins Zara and Zack Benjamin have in common are their genes and their love for Quincy Powers. Zara’s death in an unfortunate accident gives her brother a chance with Quincy. Except Zara hasn’t quit on the man she loves just yet.” ZACK AND THE DARK SHAFT: ZARA’S BOIS 1, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/interracial/light bdsm/reincarnation) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/zatds.asp 

View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUmN_zOtSEs
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Rendered almost incapable of painting after the death of a lover in a tragic accident, Keir Monroe is inspired after meeting natural-born submissive, Patryk Andrews. Keir soon realizes, however, that he’s caught a tiger by the tail and not the obedient submissive he thought when Patryk suggests becoming his agent.” INGENUE’S CHOICE: ZARA’S BOIS 2, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/bdsm/ghost/interracial) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/ic.asp  A Joyfully Reviewed RECOMMENDED READ!

View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUmN_zOtSEs
* * *

From Rapture Publishing, LLC.: “Falling to a rare sentinel illness and separated from her charges during a retrieval mission Xevera Nanay encounters the biggest threat to her survival but more importantly her autonomy when paramedic Michael Constantine recognizes and imprisons her to exact revenge for what was done to his mother by her kind decades ago.” SENTINEL’S HUNGER, a Sisters of Emsharra novella, erotic paranormal romance (African-American/bdsm/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever part of RAPTURE 1 Print Anthology http://www.rapturepublishing.com 

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/dp/0981558801/
Also Available as an e-book from Siren Publishing, Inc.: http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/sh.asp 

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Still mourning the death of his wife, recluse Lincoln McCabe's life is forever turned off-kilter by a chance meeting with McCabe Associates' newest hire, Deja Hamilton, an almost a physical replica of his dead wife, Dahlia. 

Five years after starting at McCabe Associates, personal secretary Deja has worked her way up the ranks to a coveted account executive position. What she hasn't been able to do is eradicate the haunting blue eyes of Lincoln McCabe from her memory despite her best efforts. 

When Lincoln and Deja are reunited five years after their initial meeting, the conditions are neither ideal nor romantic. But Deja is determined to make the best of the situation nursing Lincoln back to health and helping him snare whoever was behind the attempt on his life and the looming takeover of his family's company.” THE WOLF IN THE MANSION, Erotic Paranormal Fable Romance (interracial/psychic/shape-shifter/wiccan) by Gracie C. McKeever, Available individually as an e-book http://www.sirenpub.com/graciecmckeever/twitm.asp and in the print anthology, SEXY SECRETS http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606018639/bookstrand-20 

* * *

UPCOMING AUTHOR APPEARANCE(S):

To stay abreast of all my current/upcoming appearances, check here: 

http://www.booktour.com/author/gracie_c_mckeever
UPCOMING AUTHOR CHAT(S):

To stay abreast of Siren and BookStrand Author Chat Dates, visit Siren Publishing homepage: http://www.sirenpublishing.com. Scroll down and check the left-hand side under For Readers.

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Sparks fly and passions smolder when maverick school teacher and part-time dance instructor Ramón Chavez enters the life of celibate divorced mother Emilia Vega who has but one goal in her life: to be the best parent she can be to her twelve-year-old son to the exclusion of her own happiness.” EMILIA’S EMANCIPATION, Erotic Paranormal Romance (interracial/May-December/psychic) by Gracie C. McKeever  http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/ee.asp  

Fictionwise: http://www.fictionwise.com/servlet/mw?t=bookpreview&bookid=70176
Also available in print in SEXY SECRETS: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606018639/bookstrand-20 

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Bad-boy Trevor Carmichael’s fast-lane life of partying and drugs comes to a screeching halt when he OD’s in the bathroom of Zara’s. Club bouncer Ramsey Logan comes to Trevor’s rescue and resuscitates him. But is it really Trevor he brings back or a former party-girl in need of redemption herself?” BOUNCER’S FOLLY: ZARA’S BOIS 3, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/bdsm/interracial/reincarnation/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever. http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/bf.asp A Joyfully Reviewed RECOMMENDED READ! Also available at Fictionwise: http://fictionwise.com/ebooks/eBook69347.htm View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUmN_zOtSEs
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “One hot and trendy gay nightclub, two bickering angels and three unlikely pairs add up to steamy nights between the sheets and emotional days of healing and revelation outside of them when the ultimate architect throws His hat in the ring to fix up three wounded souls with their mates.” ZARA’S BOIS Print Collection, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/bdsm/ghost/interracial/reincarnation) by Gracie C. McKeever. http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/zb.asp 

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606011650/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUmN_zOtSEs
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: "A man who wants to save the world one child at a time…a young teen looking for acceptance and a savior wherever he can find them…and a woman who wants only to save them both. Somewhere between darkness and daylight they will all find and save each other." BETWEEN DARKNESS AND DAYLIGHT, erotic paranormal romance (psychic/interracial). An NCWA (New Century Writer Award) 2003 Novel/Novella Finalist and 2008 Lories 3rd Place Paranormal Romance by Gracie C. McKeever  http://www.sirenpub.com/graciecmckeever/bdad.asp  

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563362/sirenpub-20  

View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DM5PhM3PfAg 
SIREN TOP SELLER! A HIGHEST RATED eBOOK AT FICTIONWISE

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.’s, Ménage Amour Imprint: “Donna Vega is a dedicated woman on a mission. Matchmaking sister Angela is determined the mission include a love-life with Dominant architectural landscaper Russ Merrick and his younger brother Chance Novak, a gifted and sensitive ER doctor. The mission goes awry, however, when Donna lands on the radar of a psychotic employee obsessed with Russ.” SEXUAL HEALING FOR THREE: The Matchmaker 5 by Gracie C. McKeever, [Erotic Paranormal Suspense, Ménage à Trois Romance, M/F/M, Interracial, BDSM] http://www.menageamour.com To purchase visit here: http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/shft.asp 

And for print here: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606014625/bookstrand-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_1RAi6-uoIM
* * *

From Fictionwise: "Old World Evil vs New Age Passion… Can their love survive an ancient vendetta?" A centuries-old Djinni betrayed...a modern career woman and wife bereft. Can this thoroughly mismatched couple find comfort and vindication in each other's arms? More importantly, can their love survive the ancient vendetta of one unforgiving and powerful demon Djinni, Kane's sworn enemy Ifreet? Find out that anything is possible when a devout and mystical djinni from the old-world joins forces with an urban-reared spitfire from the new.”
DESERT DREAMS by Gracie C. McKeever – Paranormal Djinni Romance http://fictionwise.com/ebooks/eBook30601.htm
* * *

EPIC's BOOKSTORE:
Epic's Ebook Store is Powered by Fictionwise.com
Fictionwise.com one of the most successful ebook seller on the web or
off has helped create a store for The Electronically Published Internet Connection (EPIC). It's a published writer's organization that has both ebook and print published members. It also has Industry members such as publishers and agents. Epic is the most recognized authority on epublishing. This bookstore will hope to sell ebooks by epic members that are on sale at fictionwise.
Visit EPIC's Bookstore - http://store.fictionwise.com/epic/

* * *

From Awe-Struck E-Books: RT 2002 Award Nominee – Best Small Press Paranormal -- “Sean Casey has convinced himself he's content with his blue-collar existence but at an emotional and philosophical crossroads in his relationship with his yuppie lawyer fiancee. When Echo Quinn--an adolescent flame, but now successful health club owner--suddenly resurfaces with their "gifted" and troubled ten-year-old son in tow, Sean is forced to confront his deadly past and find absolution. Watch the sparks fly when a pyrokinetic firefighter, and an alcoholic telepath--reunite in this "secret baby" story with a supernatural twist...” FLAMES PAST by Gracie C. McKeever, Contemporary Paranormal Romance http://awe-struck.net  Also available in Trade Paperback from Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/Flames-Past-Gracie-C-McKeever/dp/1587492547/ref=sr_11_1/102-5235251-9271348?ie=UTF8 and Earthling Press http://www.earthling-press.com 
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEZYkXlR46w
* * *

From Awe-Struck E-Books: “Will a spoiled rich debutante get rid of the chip on her shoulder and stop wallowing in self-pity long enough to let her physical therapist rehabilitate her? Watch classes collide in this story of self-discovery and healing.” DANCING IN THE DARK by Gracie C. McKeever, Contemporary Romance available from Awe-Struck E-Book’s Ennoble Line http://awe-struck.net 
* * *

WHAT I'M READING/RECOMMENDED READS: Check out my ratings, comments, and/or full reviews for the following books at my shelf http://www.shelfari.com/gwiz10/reviews unless otherwise indicated (i.e., Paranormal Romance Reviews, etc.):

A STRONG HAND by Catt Ford (new-to-me author)

BALANCE by Zahra Owens (new-to-me author)

CHASE, THE (Fast Track#4) by Erin McCarthy

CAPTIVE by Scarlet Blackwell (new-to-me author)

DIAMOND: Galaxy Playmates 3 by Michelle M. Pillow

GAMES IN THE DARK, A Dreamspinner Press Anthology (various, new-to-me authors)

GATHERING STORM by Lyn Gala (new-to-me author)

IMPACTED by Mickie B. Ashling (new-to-me author)

LOOKING FOR ALASKA by John Green

LOVER UNLEASHED by J.R. Ward
LOVING EDITS by Mickie B. Ashling

NIGHT PORTER, THE by Sue Brown (new-to-me author)

PLAY OF PASSION by Nalini Singh

PLEASURE SLAVE, THE by Gena Showalter (new-to-me author)

QUARTZ: Galaxy Playmates 2 by Michelle M. Pillow

SAPPHIRE: Galaxy Playmates 1 by Michelle M. Pillow

SHE’S THE ONE by J.J. Murray

SOUTHERN EXPOSURE by Karen Kelley

STONE PRINCE, THE by Gena Showalter 

TIGER, TIGER: A Memoir by Margaux Fragoso (new-to-me author)

WILL GRAYSON, WILL GRAYSON by John Green & David Levithan (new-to-me authors)

Currently Reading: DEADLY FEAR by Cynthia Eden; TAKEN BY MIDNIGHT by Lara Adrian
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Genesis has been on the run from her people for twenty-eight years, guarding the cambion Alex Ryan, who doesn't know she exists. But that's about to change when an attempt is made on Alex Ryan's life that leaves his father dead instead and Alex alone in the world….or so he thinks.” GUARDIAN SEDUCTRESS: SISTERS OF EMSHARRA 1, erotic paranormal romance (interracial/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpub.com/graciecmckeever/gs.asp 
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgUk6pd5FoY 
* * *

READER COMMENT(S):

“I really enjoy your newsletter!!! …it is a great newsletter.” Deb Frischkorn

“Love your newsletter! There are so many interesting items to read about.” Tamsyn Tan

On IN PLAIN SIGHT: “I was one of the lucky list members who won your book… I loved it! It was extremely well written, a unique storyline and the ending was a huge surprise. Thank you so much for a fabulous read!” Kimberly, SirenBookstrand Yahoogroups Member.
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc: “Montana Freeborn has been having visions of the "pony-man" since she was a child, her first live encounter with the centaur after a near-death experience when she was five and Seth Phoenix saved her from drowning. More than two decades later, the pair meet again and this time Montana's doing the saving.” SPELLS CAST IN SHADOWS, erotic paranormal romance (African-American/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy), by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpub.com/authors-img/gcm-scis.jpg SIREN TOP SELLER! Now Available in Print! Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563346/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAhWsqdle2A
* * *

SHADOW FOREST AUTHORS:

I joined and sent a few of my electronic and print books to this organization's beneficiaries.

If you haven't heard about it already, SFA is a wonderful, worthwhile cause and, if you’re an author, another way to get your book title(s) and/or name out there to the big wide world—a win-win situation <bg>.

There are a variety of ways you can contribute and you don't just have to be an author.

Please consider joining too!

“Shadow Forest Authors is a fellowship of authors for charity. Our mission is to get authors from around the world and from all genres to unite with SFA and participate in donating books and e-books to selected beneficiaries, literary foundations who fill a much needed void in books.

Unbeknown to many, illiteracy issues cost billions a year in higher consumer prices due to the cost of recruiting and training functional illiterates, mistakes and inabilities in the workplace, for juvenile delinquency and crime directly related to illiteracy In addition; social stigma, medical and pharmaceuticals with high rates of depression and suicide. Illiterates suffer self-worth, relationship, unemployment and social issues. Worldwide, this massive problem receives little funding or attention and as stated, costs billions.

SFA is now up and running and we invite authors to get listed and participate in this worthy cause. All we ask is that authors donate a copy of their title to a SFA beneficiary of their choice: the Anthony Robbins foundation - U.S.A, The Australian Literacy & Numeracy Foundation - Australia, Book Aid International - U.K, The World Public Library - U.S.A, Got Books Inc - U.S.A.

Participating authors receive a mention on the SFA site and the chance to sell further books via our unique supporter program.

Come join us, united we can fill a much needed void in worldwide literacy issues.

http://www.shadowforestauthors.com

P.S We would appreciate you passing this invitation onto other authors and readers, every little bit helps.

SFA is also on Myspace, please come join us.
http://www.myspace.com/shadowforestauthors”
* * *

THIS ISSUE’S NOVEL EXCERPT: SHARK BAIT: Ocean Shifters 3
[image: image1.emf]
“Are you a prisoner as well?” Sophia couldn’t make out another cage, but gloom filled the edges of the hold.

“No, sweetheart. I’m your guard.” 

He didn’t elaborate, but Sophia had guards back home and was familiar with the concept. She pictured a man of strong back wearing a uniform, standing tall to defend her. “Wonderful, I require fresh blanket and some warmer clothing. And I need my sat phone to check my email.”

The voice laughed again, this time bitterly. “Not likely.”

A single bulb trained directly above her illuminated her cage. Small portholes provided little light. All around her dark corners faded to black, but she squinted to see her conversation partner.

Another tack and the hanging bulb swung, slashing light over a form resembling a large, square pile of rags. A head bowed over raised knees. He wore a hood, but it fell back when he scrubbed his hand through spiky black hair. His skin blended with the grayish background, appearing to be coated in dirt and grime. 

A heavy chain sat beside him, connected, as far as she could tell, from his ankle to the wall. With each swing of the light she studied the hunched shape, blinking to counter the dark. Huge knuckles covered his knees from under the sleeves of his robes. The fingers looked gaunt and flexed tight, olive skin pallid over bone. The guard’s shoulders sat wide and heavy under the corded muscles of his neck.

At a final swing of the bulb, he flicked up his gaze to meet hers. Sophia couldn’t make out his features, but a broad scar split his face in half, harsh white against the grayish-tan skin. Sunken eyes, one electric blue and the other shark-shifter black met hers. 

“Scream for me, sweetheart.”

Her heart leapt to her chest and pounded as almost without realizing it, she did as he ordered.

To learn more about Daisy’s Ocean Shifters series and/or to purchase SHARK BAIT visit: http://www.bookstrand.com/shark-bait 

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “One man wants to Dominate her; the other wants to kill her”...Two competitive and at-odds advertising executives are thrown together when a job assignment and a matchmaking New Age sister of one – who knows each better than they know themselves – decides they are soul mates and perfect for each other. While Dominant Nick Vega and submissive Slany Breeze come to the conclusion that Nick's sister is absolutely right, a serial killer is on the loose and has set his sights on Slany for his special “training program.” TERMS OF SURRENDER: THE MATCHMAKER 2, erotic paranormal romance (bdsm/interracial/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/tos.asp SIREN TOP SELLER! ECATAROMANCE REVIEWER’S CHOICE AWARD WINNER 2006!
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563389/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmzxF_UrBsc
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Embittered after her exile from Emsharra, LaMia Enlil meets her match in orphan empath Mateo Diaz, whom she kidnaps and falls in love with. But can he forgive her for causing the deaths of his family years ago? From ancient beings unaccustomed to asking for anything, much more begging for forgiveness, LaMia Enlil nonetheless wants just this from Mateo Diaz, a gifted and unique human male who makes her question the foundations of her Inanna beliefs.” PREDATOR’S SALVATION: SISTERS OF EMSHARRA 2, erotic paranormal romance, (bdsm/interracial/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.sirenpublishing/graciecmckeever/ps.asp 

View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgUk6pd5FoY 
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Dara Kelly and Samantha Taylor should not have died, but did. And now both women are on the trail of two men – one an abusive, cheating husband-turned-killer, the other a rival bounty hunter whom will not be bested by any woman. Each woman will have her revenge, but at what cost to Caution Foster, the man they both love?” IN PLAIN SIGHT, erotic paranormal romance (interracial/reincarnation/ghost/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever – http://www.sirenpub.com/graciecmckeever/ips.asp  SIREN TOP SELLER!

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563427/sirenpub-20 
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCKi770l67s
* * *

THIS ISSUE’S SPOTLIGHT AUTHOR: Multi-published Erotic Romance Author, DAISY HARRIS!
 
Author's Bio
Daisy Harris lives in Seattle with her husband, daughters, and way too many pets. When she isn't writing, she's tweeting. And when she isn't doing that, she's camping, biking, reading, spending time with kids, or gardening.

Daisy loves to hear from readers, and looks forward to receiving your emails and feedback!

The Interview:
 

GRACIE: I’m excited to have you here at The G-Spot, Daisy! Please tell us a little about yourself (or a lot () and how and when you got into writing?

 

DAISY: Thanks for having me, Gracie! A little about myself? Hmmm, I'm a mom. I live in Seattle with my kids, husband, and way too many pets. I'm a recovering technical/medical writer, so it's safe to say that I'm not actually capable of doing anything other than writing for a living. It took me a long time to get into writing fiction, though. I've always loved reading and wanted to write fiction when I was a kid, but it took me almost 30 years to get up the courage to try my hand.
 

 

GRACIE: Is there any one thing or person in your life that inspired your writing? Any one thing or person that influenced the genre you write in?

 

DAISY: Sydney Croft's ACRO series set something off in me. After reading those, I was like, "I GOTTA try this!"  I LOVE that series. It combined my greatest joys: scifi/fantasy, comic book premises, and sex. I'd read very little romance when I began writing. Instead, I'd come to paranormal romance by way of urban fantasy. Larissa Ione's Demonica series inspired me as well, as did her story as a writer. I bet Kresley Cole's Demons After Dark would have inspired me if I'd read it at the time. I didn't hear of Kresley Cole until I found my first critique partners and started reading their recommendations. :)
 

 

GRACIE: Ah yes, I love the ACRO series myself! Kind of like The X-Men with hot sex ;) So, when did you get The Call and what was your first published work?

 

DAISY: Ha! The Call is such a misnomer. Does anyone call anybody anymore? I got The Email from Siren about Mere Passion when I was a few thousand words into Shark Bait. In fact, I was such a newbie that I subbed Mere Passion without first subbing Mere Temptation (the first book in the series.) I won't even go into why I didn't sub them in order...I was so incredibly green and uninformed. It's a wonder I've made it as far as I have!
 

 

GRACIE: What do you know now about writing and the publishing industry that you wish you’d known before you started? 

 

DAISY: Egads! Everything! But honestly, I've always been a learn-as-you-go type. Sure, I started out clueless, but I didn't stay that way. But if there was one thing I wish I'd known? ...Ach, if I'd known any more, I would have been too scared to try. I'm glad I was too clueless to know any better. :)
 

 

GRACIE: Please, give us a little story behind the story and what inspired the fascinating world behind your Siren Publishing Ocean Shifters series.

 

DAISY: The first thing you need to know is that I was born in Miami. My mom loved to sail, and the house I lived in till age three was across the street from a marina. Then we moved to New York City and into an apartment, but I went to Miami several times a year to visit my grandmother. My husband is from Michigan and grew up spending summers on sailboats, and we live together in Seattle, with Lake Washington on one side and the Puget Sound on the other. The ocean is in my blood, and seaside communities are some of the most interesting places in the world!
 

 

GRACIE: The heroines in Ocean Shifters are all fiercely independent and strong. What do you think is Ismaelda, Alara and Sophie’s Achille’s heel, and how do you go about stomping it?

 

DAISY: Wow, good question! OK, let me see. My first heroine, Isa, was a commitment-phobe. Of all my heroines, I think she was the most like me, which made her the hardest to write. I stomped out her issues by putting her in a situation where she had no choice but to finally make a decision. What I liked about her story was that even after she decided to stay with Sidon, her life still had challenges. Her mom was still a hassle, the Key still had dragon problems. Without something to keep her occupied, Isa would certainly have started to second guess herself, so I'm glad I gave her new problems to solve.
Alara projected a tough, belligerent outer shell to hide her central core of fear. She conquered and fought so that she would never again have to feel helpless, and I really loved her for that. But in order to truly love, she needed to let down her defenses. Kai was the perfect guy to help her do that. He's the only true alpha male I've written to date, and though he was totally misguided at first, he had the strength to help Alara fight her demons. (Figuratively and literally.)

I loved Sophia so hard! On the outset, she seemed like a total pushover, a waif, a damsel in distress, but she had an inner core of self-preservation that bordered on conniving. It was that selfish underhandedness that really drew me to her. Her downfall, however, was that she didn't see herself as worthy. Granted, she had good reason. She'd been raised to believe she was unattractive, small, undesirable. So her challenge was to realize she was worth loving and that a male could love her without being tricked, and without her changing. Raider was precisely that male.


  

GRACIE: Which circumstance do you find most appealing and/or challenging to write about—the “cute meet” situation of characters encountering each other for the first time as with Kai and Alara in Mere Passion and Raider and Sophie in Shark Bait, or the situation of previous flames reuniting to rekindle their relationship as with Isa and Sidon in Mere Temptation?

 

DAISY: Oh, I love a good cute-meet. Every story I've ever written besides Mere Temptation involved a silly throwing together of characters. Part of that is because the longer I write, the more I realize I like writing comedy. Cute-meets are funny! For example, in my latest release Mercury Rising, the god Mercury hooks up with an event staff member in the loading dock of the conference he's organizing. Then the next day, he learns that his hook-up was assigned to be his personal assistant, and his arranged fiancee is showing up any minute.
I like to toss my characters into ridiculous and impossible situations right off, then watch them sink or swim.


  

GRACIE: What sort of research and motivation went into creating such compelling and distinctive yet vulnerable alpha heroes like Sidon, Kai and Raider?

 

DAISY: Research?? No...no research! 
Honestly, I started most of my heroes by taking a standard romance-novel type, or a "guy type" I know and hate and turning it on its ear. Normally I can't stand alpha heroes, so I wrote Kai in an attempt to see how a prejudiced, sexist, misguided alpha might be reformed. Raider, on the other hand, was very beauty and the beast. He was my beast!!

Sidon- he was my charmer, the guy every girl wanted, which is why I rejoiced in getting him on his knees. :)


  

GRACIE: Of all the stories you’ve written so far, which is your favorite and why? 

 

DAISY: Hm. It's a tie between Mere Passion and Lust After Death which was just accepted by Ellora's Cave. Mere Passion was the story of my heart, but I was green when writing it. Kai and Alara were both so larger than life and I really hoped I did them justice. 
Lust After Death...teeheehee. It's good. Really, really, horribly good. It's got all the mind-bendy weirdness y'all have come to expect from me, with a wicked-fun premise. My hero, Bane Connor, was my first attempt to write a "lost soul." I don't do that much because I do enjoy writing funny, and I hate heroes who are mopey. But I gave him a horrid past and a dismal future, then I gave him a way out when he meets the heroine, Josie.
 

 

GRACIE: I know this is like asking a mother which is her favorite child, but which of your characters is your favorite and why?

 
DAISY: Oh lord! I love them all! I love Karon, my latent vampire from Mere Temptation and Mere Passion. I love Loki from Mercury Rising. Alara, my kick ass bitch, will always be one of my favs. Sophia, the littlest dragon. Josie, the newborn zombie. I can't choose! 
 

 

GRACIE: What about your characters makes them unique? 

 

DAISY: My characters always do something unexpected. My overachiever, immigrant hero Dillon had a wild and rebellious streak a mile wide. My gods are insecure. My zombies are the good guys. Yeah, I never, ever do what's expected. It's not in my genetic makeup!
 

 

GRACIE: What is your favorite aspect of the writing process? Your least favorite?

 

DAISY: My favorite part is a tie between the very beginning, when all possibilities are open, and that point in revisions, where the story finally "clicks." I approach revisions like a type of therapy. I think, "What was I really trying to say? What was I going through when I wrote this? What truth does the book convey?" The answers I find always blow me away. It's the greatest feeling in the world!
 

 

GRACIE: Are you a pantser or do you outline?

 

DAISY: I'm a little in-between, but probably more of a panster. I tend to map out what is going to happen in each scene, generally. But it often changes, new scenes get added. I never plan whose point of view I'll be in till I get there. But I can't seem to write without a degree of planning. I think, then write, then think again, playing it by ear and feel.
 

 

GRACIE: If you weren’t a writer, what other profession would you have chosen to pursue?

 

DAISY: I'm not really capable of doing anything else. I would, however, like to do some science journalism at some point. That and be a sex-advice columnist. :)
 

 

GRACIE: Who are some of your favorite authors and why? Name some of your favorite books and why they’re your favorites.

 

DAISY: Larrissa Ione and Sydney Croft- because there's something truly irreverent in how they write, and their stuff has superheroes! Sexual superheroes! 

Shelly Laurenston writing as G.A.Aiken- yes, I know I should probably just say Shelly Laurenston, but I really like her Dragon Kin stories better than her other shifters. Not sure why, but I like my shifters cold-blooded. I love Shelly for her humor. She was a big inspiration to me in developing a more comedic voice.
And I love Nalini Singh's psy-changeling series. Nalini's voice is so, so, so different than mine, but I love the control she has over her stories. Her storytelling is so smooth and satisfying. 

Of course, the great Kresley Cole.

Recent discoveries include Charlotte Stein, whose scifi work I love, love, love; Cat Grant, who writes great male-male; Tiffany Reisz, up and coming erotica author; and Kelly Jamieson, whose reasoning always makes complete sense to me no matter what genre she's writing.


 Ack, there are so many more! 


GRACIE: Those are some nice choices and some of my favorites also ( What are you working on now and what should readers be looking forward to from you in the future?

 

DAISY: I'm writing a sequel to my most recent release, Mercury Rising. I'm also working on edits for Lust After Death. And yeah, I've got a zombie sequel in the works. So, gods and undead. What could be better, right?
 

 

GRACIE: Do you have a website and/or how can readers contact you?

 

DAISY: Of course! My website is www.thedaisyharris.com
I'm also on twitter 24/7 as @thedaisyharris. You can email, but it's usually faster to catch me on the twittosphere!


  

GRACIE: Where and how can readers purchase and/or read samples of your work?

 DAISY: Sign up for my mailing list, FREE SEX! You'll get updates, links, and free reads. My books are available on Amazon, B and N, and through the publisher's websites.

GRACIE: What advice do you have for beginning writers? 

 

DAISY: Learn, learn, learn! I had an easy time breaking into this business because I came to it from technical/science writing. I started out with a pretty solid grasp of grammar and composition, and I'd developed the ability to learn any topic fast. Resources are available all over the internet. The best thing to do is to join some writers organizations, like Romance Writers of America (RWA.) Through them, you can meet folks who will critique your work and point you in the right direction. I know I'd be lost without the help of friends I met through RWA.
 

 

GRACIE: Anything else about yourself or your writing you’d like to share with your readers?

 

DAISY: Gosh, if any of you follow me on twitter you probably know too much about me already! 
 

 

GRACIE:  Daisy, thanks so much for taking time from your busy schedule to share yourself and your work with us at The G-Spot and giving us a little insight into your writing and the writing process! We’ll let you get back to writing those wonderful books you write! All the best!

* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “Even though both are Inanna, Genesis Enki and LaMia Enlil have varying views on how best to serve Emsharra.


When Kalika Enlil entrusts Genesis with the safekeeping of her outlawed child Alex Ryan before her death, Genesis' way is set to take up the New Regime's torch. Only one woman, the leader of the insurgents and Kalika's nemesis and cousin, stands in Genesis's way to protecting Alex from assassination: LaMia.


LaMia does not believe in the New Regime or its doctrines and is willing to do what she must to see it and the alliance between Emsharra and Gaiam fail. She will even go as far as kidnapping and enslaving Mateo Diaz who has already suffered at her hands in the past more times than a human should endure. It's Mateo's misfortune, however, that Genesis and Alex wish to recruit him in Emsharra's Harvesting Program….and Genesis and Alex are LaMia's mortal enemies.” SISTERS OF EMSHARRA – Print Collection, erotic romance – bdsm/interracial/paranormal/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy, by Gracie C. McKeever – http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/soe.asp 

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563664/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgUk6pd5FoY 
* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “Divorced and love-crossed Evelyn Vega gets more than she bargained for when she receives a two-week vacation package to a dude ranch as a birthday present. She thinks gorgeous cow boss Jason Makepeace will be the perfect vacation fling, but Jason has wife, kids and picket-fence written all over him.” MANIFEST DESTINY: THE MATCHMAKER 3, erotic paranormal romance (contemporary/May-December/light bdsm) – Also a spin-off of SPELLS CAST IN SHADOWS, by Gracie C. McKeever – SIREN TOP SELLER! http://www.sirenpub.com/md.asp 
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606010026/sirenpub-20 
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmzxF_UrBsc
* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “Chris is a talented and rising young track star who wants to make it to the nationals and break world records. He'll get these both if he can shake the specter of a crack-addicted older brother and the more clear and present danger of a steroid enhanced teammate with a mean score to settle. Tori is an intelligent non-conformist skirting the fastlane and hiding secret pains behind a wall of foul-mouthed bravado and false indifference. She hates jocks but wants to show Chris that there's more to life than running. Innocent and courageous, embittered and sexually precocious--together Chris and Tori will discover that they have miles to go...” MILES TO GO by Gracie C. McKeever, a Byte^Me teen novel http://awe-struck.net 
* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “A young wealthy philanthropist is critically injured by a spiteful friend-with-benefits when, after a bitter break-up, she runs him down with her car. Only a kiss and a little bit of sensual and erotic care from a dedicated and empathic young nurse can bring him out of his resultant coma. Can soul mates David and Aziza find justice as well as eternal love?” NINE INCHES OF SNOW AND THE EBONY PRINCESS, erotic paranormal romance (bdsm/interracial/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever – A Siren Adult Fairy Tale – SIREN TOP SELLER! http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/nios.asp 

Also Available in ONCE UPON A TIME, Fairy Tale Print Collection

Siren Publishing, Inc. http://www.sirenpublishing.com/ftp-ouat/ftp-ouat.asp  
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606010360/sirenpub-20
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: "Gale Sinclair is a marriage counselor who has broken the cardinal rule of psychotherapy and fallen in love with one of his clients. Dying in a head-on collision and returning to life in the body of Zoelle Sutherland's estranged husband turns out to be the least of his worries.” ETERNAL DESIGNS, erotic paranormal romance (reincarnation/interracial/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever. A NCWA (New Century Writer Award) 2002 Novel/Novella Finalist; 2008 RT Award Nominee in the Best Erotic Romance & Erotica Novel - Paranormal/Fantasy/Sci-Fi Erotic Romance Category http://www.sirenpub.com/graciemckeever/ed.asp 
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606010018/sirenpub-20
View the video Trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmrPKwPjckc
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “The fix is in when older sisters Angela – a New Age practitioner who shares her brother's telepathic abilities – and Evelyn decide to play Cupid and hook their brother EJ Vega up with Evelyn's personal shopper. From here, what starts as a professional relationship will gradually escalate into something much more when the free-spirited, "gifted" author preparing to go on his first national book tour, enlists the services of the uptight and skeptical Tabitha Lyons.” BENEATH THE SURFACE: THE MATCHMAKER 1, erotic paranormal romance (contemporary/psychic/interracial/light bdsm). http://www.sirenpub.com/graciecmckeever/bts.asp SIREN TOP SELLER! ROMANCE EROTICA CONNECTION 2006 STORY OF THE YEAR! (Tabitha Lyons – REC Choice Heroine 2006!) #8 On SIREN’S ALL-TIME BESTSELLER LIST! Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933563184/102-5235251-9271348?n=283155
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmzxF_UrBsc
* * *

From Fictionwise: “A young black man is shot down in the streets in a drive-by. But a mistake has been made. Kelly shouldn't have died. So he's returned to Earth…in the body of a young comatose white woman married to a hot looking Latino narc cop. Can Kelly resolve the questions surrounding his death? What will happen to Amire, the woman he loved in his previous life? And, most important, can he resolve his marriage – now that he's a woman named Dagny – to another man?” NEW LIFE INCOGNITA: New Age Paranormal Urban Romance (interracial/psychic/reincarnation/sex-switch/wiccan) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.fictionwise.com/ebooks/eBook36736.htm See review at Mrs. Giggles Keeper Shelf: http://www.mrsgiggles.com/ebooks/keepers.html 
* * *

THIS ISSUE'S NEWSLETTER CONTEST—SUBSCRIBERS ONLY! I’m offering an electronic copy (PDF) of GUARDIAN SEDUCTRESS.  To enter for your chance to win this book, just send an e-mail with your name and e-mail address to gwiz10@optonline.net with the subject line GUARDIAN SEDUCTRESS. Contest runs until June 20, 2011. One entry per e-mail address, and per person. AUTHOR SHALL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES THAT PREVENT TIMELY RECEIPT OF AN ENTRY AND/OR RESPONSE. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A RESPONSE FROM ME, THEN THAT MEANS I DID NOT RECEIVE YOUR ENTRY OR YOUR NAME WAS NOT FOUND AMONG MY LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. Author reserves the right to publish winner's name on blog, webpage(s) and/or in the newsletter. Winner in March/April 2011 contest for a copy of SPELLS CAST IN SHADOWS was Anna Lisa McKenrick! Congrats on your win Anna and hope you enjoy your prize!
 Giveaways/Good Deals/Shameless Promotions and/or Sites That No (Romance) Reader (or Author) Should Be Without: 
AUTHOR ISLAND – “The treasures await!! In case you're new to the Island, we give A BOOK AWAY EVERY SINGLE DAY just below our Author Spotlight. So, make sure you check back daily to see what great book we have up for grabs.  We also have TWO contest pages with new contests added all the time, so check back often!...” http://www.authorisland.com 
AWE-STRUCK PUBLISHING (A subsidiary of MUNDANIA PRESS) – “Publishes ebooks in Romance, SF, SF Romance, Regency, Western Romance, New Age, Inspirational, Teen Fiction, and Historical, and we are unique to the reading world with our Ennoble titles that feature heroes with disabilities. All our ebooks are available in HTML, PDF, Palm, Pocket PC, Rocket; some titles are also available in eBookman, and Hiebook.” http://www.awe-struck.net 

BLAZING TRAILERS – “Books at the Speed of Fun”. It’s all about books, books, books of every genre. Watch the book previews and get hooked. http://www.blazingtrailers.com  

BOOK-REMARKS – The website that promotes books written by or about African-Americans. http://www.book-remarks.com 
BOOKSTRAND – More reading pleasure for every taste. Popular e-books from your favorite publishers. http://www.bookstrand.com 
COFFEE TIME ROMANCE – Book Reviews, Interviews and more. http://www.coffeetimeromance.com 
EUROREVIEWS: “To bring WORLDWIDE attention to both print and e-Books, whilst encouraging the interest in Dutch publishers in the American reviews industry.” http://euroreviews.eu.funpic.de/index.php 

FALLEN ANGEL REVIEWS – New Releases, Reviews, Interviews, Contests, Authors Pages, What the Authors are Saying! Author Extras http://fallenangelreviews.com/ 

FICTIONWISE – “Excellence in e-Books” http://www.fictionwise.com 
FRESH FICTION – Books and authors for today’s readers of Mystery, Thrillers, Romance, Suspense, Fantasy and Science Fiction. Check out the monthly contests http://www.freshfiction.com 

GOODREADS – “Have you ever wanted a better way to: See what your friends are reading? Keep track of what you've read and what you'd like to read? Get great book recommendations from people you know? Good Reads…it’s what your friends are reading. http://www.goodreads.com Look me up and friend me at: http://www.goodreads.com/profile/graciecmckeever 
JUST EROTIC ROMANCE REVIEWS: “The sensual side of romance” http://www.justeroticromancereviews.com/home.html 

MIND LIKE WATER E-Book Directory: http://www.mindlikewater.com: Free ebook directory and marketing 

MOCHAS EROTIC REVIEW: “For All Erotic And Naughty By Nature I/R and M/C e-books where love is color blind… We here at Mochas Erotic Review are dedicated to bring you hot and new stories from the best authors of I/R and M/C genre out there…” http://www.mochaseroticreview.com/ 
MRS. GIGGLES: Everything Romantic! “…website of a cantankerous coot filled with caustic, sarcastic, and blunt opinions on books, movies, music, hot guys, and other matters. Come on in. It's not as if you have anywhere better to go or anything better to do.” http://www.mrsgiggles.com 

NEW AND USED BOOKS: http://www.newandusedbooks.com – Features new releases, reviews, interviews, and contests. Don’t forget to check out their new format!

NIGHT OWL ROMANCE: http://www.nightowlromance.com – “Let your imagination take flight.” Romance,  Erotica, Book Flicks, Reviews,  Authors’ Corner,  Merchandise, Amazon Store, and Message Board. 

NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS.COM: Reviews of movies, books, music and board games. Don’t miss the e-author spotlight! http://www.nightsandweekends.com 

PARANORMAL ROMANCE (or PNR): “New Worlds Are Our Oyster…Join us if you dare…” http://www.paranormalromance.org
R.A.W.SISTAZ (Reading and Writing Sistaz): Literary Group and Online Book Club. One of Writer’s Digest 101 Top Websites for 2006! From the Website: “…main goal is to provide information to the African-American Literary Community regarding books, authors, events, and other industry news. We offer our services and our sites free of charge, as avenues to promote literacy, to encourage our authors to continue following their dreams and to facilitate the open exchange of literary information; basically connecting both readers and writers.” Check them out at http://www.rawsistaz.com 

READERS READ™: Do you like to read a chapter of a book before you buy it? Stop by http://www.readersread.com/excerpts/ to read excerpts and first chapters from the newest books. Check back frequently.
ROMANCE JUNKIES – The name says it all. For readers addicted to all kinds of good romance…check out your favorite authors, contests, reviews, interviews and up-to-date romance news. One of Writer’s Digest 101 Top Websites for 2006! http://www.romancejunkies.com
ROMANCE STUDIO, THE – “The romance genre today”. Latest romance news, contests and information about your favorite romance authors and the latest romance books. http://www.theromancestudio.com 

ROMANTIC TIMES BOOK REVIEWS – The Magazine for Fiction Lovers – Books, Authors, Magazine, News, Resources, Message Boards http://www.romantictimes.com 

SHELFARI – Create a virtual bookshelf to show off your books. Connect with your friends. Discover exciting new titles. Voice your opinion. All for FREE. Read. Share. Explore! http://www.shelfari.com Sign up and don’t forget to add me as a friend (. http://www.shelfari.com/gwiz10! 

SIREN PUBLISHING, INC. – “Quality erotica romance for the sophisticated reader” http://www.sirenpublishing.com 
SISTAHFRIEND BOOK CLUB – Promoting Literacy and Empowerment in a Women’s Forum http://www.sistahfriendbookclub.com 

STRESS FREE MARKETING – Marketing and Distribution Strategies for Authors http://www.stressfreemarketing.us 

VAMPIRESS – Home of self-professed fan of things vampire and paranormal, Raven Kelly. Visit for listings of Artists, Books, Authors, Movies, Vampire Links and More! http://www.vampiress.ca
WATCH THE BOOK -- View the latest videos featuring new and upcoming releases! http://www.watchthebook.com 

WRITERSPACE – Stay informed about lots of your favorite writers (and regular monthly contests) in one monthly newsletter, and consider subscribing to Writerspace. To subscribe, visit http://www.writerspace.com/  

 Favorite Quotes
"To give anything less than your best is to sacrifice the gift." –Steve Prefontaine (1/25/51 – 5/30/75) 

"Literature is a luxury; fiction is a necessity." – (G.K.) Gilbert Keith Chesterton (5/29/1874 – 6/14/1936.
"When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit of talent left and could say, 'I used everything you gave me.'" -Erma Bombeck (2/21/27-1996)
"Each of us has been put on earth with the ability to do something well. We cheat ourselves and the world if we don't use that ability as best we can." -George Allen (4/29/1922-1990)

"Your talent is God's gift to you; what you do with it is your gift to God." -Leo Buscaglia (3/31/24 – 6/11/98)

"Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed to sell your parrot to the town gossip." -Will Rogers (11/4/1879 - 8/15/35)                         
                                                                     
"If you don't want it printed, don't let it happen." -unknown-          
"Live your life in such a way that when your feet hit the floor in the morning, Satan shudders and says... "Oh sh**...she's awake!!"  -unknown-          
 Contact the Author
Copyright © 2011 by Gracie C. McKeever - All Rights Reserved.

Don’t forget to visit some of my and my publishers’ sites below.
 
http://www.graciecmckeever.com
http://www.facebook.com/people/Gracie_C_McKeever/1264325266 http://www.goodreads.com/profile/graciecmckeever
http://www.myspace.com/graciecmckeever
http://www.shelfari.com/gwiz10 

http://www.twitter.com/graciecmckeever 

http://blog.myspace.com/graciecmckeever
http://sirenbookstrand.blogspot.com/  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/awe-somereaders
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SirenBookstrand 
Thanks for subscribing and see you next issue!
GCM~



	


