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Welcome back to this issue of The G-Spot! 
Hope you’re all gearing up for a Happy Thanksgiving with your family and friends! Here’s wishing you a fun and safe time. And, of course, what kind of friend would I be if I didn’t leave you with the clichéd, patented warning: DON’T EAT OR DRINK TOO MUCH!

As always, hope you enjoy this issue of The G-Spot! 

HIGHLIGHTS – CABLE, NETFLIX, THEATRICAL RELEASES:
BLACK SWAN: Driven ballet dancer Nina Sayers lands the coveted lead role of the swan queen in “Swan Lake” and believes it’s everything she’s ever wanted. Soon, however, she begins to succumb to the stress of trying to be perfect, her mind and body suffering the rigors of training for the role beneath the demanding tutelage of her sex-obsessed, seductive teacher, her over-protective mother’s coddling, and the threat of a talented rival ballerina waiting in the wings to take her position. With opening night approaching, Nina pushes her body to the brink, her obsession spiraling out of control and into inescapable madness. A dark psychological thriller worthy of the Oscar nods, especially Portman’s performance as Nina. 4 out of 5 Stars

BREAKING DAWN: PART 1: Eighteen-year-old Bella Swan has found her true love in immortal vampire Edward Cullen and does not want to waste any more time apart from him ever again. Bella and Edward get married in an elaborate ceremony surrounded, mostly, by loved-ones and friends who only wish them well, but there is conflict afoot as Bella’s childhood friend Jake believes she has made a stupid mistake that will only lead to her destruction. When Bella becomes pregnant shortly after the wedding and deathly ill carrying the anomalous fetus, the treaty between the Cullens and Jake’s wolf pack is thrown into jeopardy.  Lots of emotional drama and tension between the wolves and the vampires, some decent battle scenes to keep the blood pumping with something besides the titillating romance and just bloody good fun. Can’t wait to see Part 2! 3.5 out of 5 Stars

CRAZIES, THE: When a plane with toxic cargo crashes into the lake just outside of an Iowa town and contaminates the water supply, sheriff David must deal with the fallout as his infected friends and neighbors become insanely violent and start going on a killing spree. I didn’t see the original, but I thought this was a solid horror with good suspense, sufficient thrills and a fast-paced story. Timothy Olyphant does an excellent job as the sheriff of the doomed town and leads a solid cast. 3.5 out of 5 Stars 

EAGLE, THE: Twenty years after his father disappeared with 5,000 other men of the Roman Army’s 9th Legion, Marcus Flavius Aquila takes over his first command at a Britain garrison. Among the dissension and skeptics in the ranks, Marcus is determined to gain the respect of his men, distinguish himself in battle and restore his family’s reputation. He accomplishes the first two, but in so doing is injured and given an honorable discharge. Without the backing of the Roman army, he must find another way to reclaim the 9th’s Eagle and bring it back to its rightful place. A story about duty, honor and redemption, it is the friendship between Marcus and his slave Esca, who leads him through the treacherous north territory where hostile tribes abound, that elevates this movie as does the satisfying ending and Jamie Bell’s excellent performance. 3 out of 5 Stars

EASIER WITH PRACTICE: Davy Mitchell is a socially awkward writer who goes on the road with his hedonistic brother Sean to promote Davy’s self-published collection of short stories. One evening alone in their hotel room, Davy gets a phone call from a horny woman named Nicole and so starts an odyssey of phone sex that at first excites Davy but soon turns into a need to meet the woman who so thoroughly intrigues him over the next several weeks. Brian Geraghty gives an earnest and believable performance in this thought-provoking portrayal of two forlorn souls reaching out to each other to ease their loneliness. The ending was such a twist I did not see coming it left me sitting up in my chair like Macaulay Culkin in HOME ALONE. That this indie movie is based on a true story makes it even more shocking. I really enjoy when a movie comes out of nowhere to surprise me like this one did. 4 out of 5 Stars

FALL, THE: Brothers Frank and Tony Jakubiak couldn’t be more different. Frank is a judge on the fast track to a successful political career. Tony is an ex-addict, high school drop-out just trying to get by. When Tony is accused of murdering a priest his brother renounces his judgeship in order to defend Tony. Tony, however, doesn’t make it easy when he refuses to tell Frank where he was and what he was doing at the time of the murder. This had the potential to be so much better, but is hindered by a clichéd, uneven plot and characters, predictable script, gratuitous sex and most importantly, the alternately over-the-top and wooden acting from the largely unknown cast. There was a little twist a third of the way through that I didn’t expect (don’t know how I didn’t see it coming). The ending, however, was an unresolved letdown but consistent with the rest of this hot mess.  2 out of 5 Stars

FRIENDS WITH BENEFITS: Jamie is a head-hunter for a large company in New York and is tasked with recruiting the managing talents of a wildly successful blogger from the West Cost in Dylan. The two young singles have instant chemistry, become friends and soon decide to add sex to the mix, agreeing that they will remain friends and that the sex will just be sex. Of course they learn that once sex is added to a relationship, things are never as simple as “just sex” and complications arise. I enjoyed this one a little better than the similarly-themed NO STRINGS ATTACHED as the story was more layered and faster-paced and featured multi-dimensional and engaging sub-plot characters. The dialogue was also true-to-life and witty which made for a funnier movie overall. 3.5 out of 5 Stars 

IMMORTALS: Bloodthirsty King Hyperion cuts a destructive path through ancient Greece in search of a mythological weapon he can use to free the Titans and defeat the Gods. Forbidden to intervene overtly, Zeus has made it his personal business to, over the years mold a mortal in Theseus, to meet the task. Zeus and the rest of the Gods rest their hopes for mankind’s future on Theseus’s ability to defeat Hyperion and his army. Can Theseus and his questionable band of warriors rise to meet the challenge? Solid action, lots of blood and gore, good performances (especially Mickey Rourke’s King Hyperion), decent couple of hours of entertainment. 3 out of 5 Stars

IT’S KIND OF A FUNNY STORY: Sixteen year old Craig is depressed and wants to kill himself, or so he thinks until he’s actually taken at his word and checked into a mental health ward at the hospital. Since the teen ward is under renovations, Craig finds himself bunking in the adult ward and here meets and befriends a collection of seriously disturbed characters, among them another teen named Noelle who likes to cut herself and Bobby who takes Craig under his wing and shows him the ropes of 3 North. I enjoyed the quirky characters and Craig’s Walter Mitty-esque flashbacks, flashforwards and fantasies which all added up to a funny and emotional story. 3 out of 5 Stars

K2  (re-watch): Long-time friends Taylor and Harold are devoted climbers and looking for their next adventure. When Taylor meets avid climber and billionaire during a day of climbing, he talks his and Harold’s way onto the man’s team. Their destination is K2, the second highest mountain peak in the world. Taylor is passionate about getting to the summit and butts heads with the team at any threat to him reaching his goal. Except that Taylor undergoes a life-changing transformation on the mountain that makes this not just an entertaining action/adventure about determination and survival, but a nice character study in self-sacrifice. The climbing scenes are exciting, the cinematography and mountain views are breathtaking and an added bonus. 3 of 5 Stars

LINCOLN LAWYER, THE: Mick Haller is a smooth, fast-talking and wheeler-dealer defense attorney whose past of getting off the guilty catches up with him when he meets his match in a wealthy defendant charged with assault. The more Mick digs into the case to get Louis Roulet off, the more he realizes he may have prematurely plea bargained the case of a former defendant now doing life for a murder he says he didn’t commit. Matthew McConaughey is excellent in the lead and the supporting cast is just as good in this slick, tightly-paced legal thriller. 4 out of 5 Stars
MEGAMIND: A boy picked on and made fun of most of his life discovers his calling as the ultimate bad boy when he grows up to be an evil genius complete with a minion and secret lair. But when he finally defeats his superhero archenemy and is left with nothing more and no one else to oppose him Megamind must find his true purpose in life and his own inner good boy. This was so much fun to watch with clever dialogue and lots of laugh out loud moments. Loved this! 5 of 5 Stars
MY FUTURE BOYFRIEND: 1,000 years in the future, archeologist Pax discovers a romance novel by Elizabeth Barrett among the ruins of a cruise ship at the bottom of the Pacific Ocean. Curious, he reads the book, Forbidden Love and is intrigued by several of the words with which he is not familiar, the least of which is “love”. Pax decides to go back in time to meet the author so that she may explain this term as well as others like “lust”, “passion” and “sex”. He has 48 hours to learn what he needs to know and before he has to come back home. Journalist Elizabeth Barrett is an author who does not believe in the words that she has written in her novel and is ready to settle for a passionless marriage with the “right” man in her boyfriend. That is until Pax shows up at the newspaper where she works claiming to be from the future and arranging a meeting with her through her editor at Strange Times who wants her to cover Pax’s story. Barry Watson as the clueless Pax and Sara Rue as Elizabeth Barrett the author who has lost her faith in romance are an engaging and cute couple in this predictable but pleasing romcom. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
NO STRINGS ATTACHED: Emma and Adam first meet at summer camp when they’re both fourteen and she tries to console him over the divorce of his parents. Five years later, they meet again at a college pajama party and he accompanies her to “this thing” she has to go to the next day. Now current day and Emma’s a resident at a teaching hospital, while Adam is an aspiring writer and assistant director on a musical TV show. He’s happy go lucky but has recently broken up with his gold-digging, vain girlfriend while Emma is brainy and serious and doesn’t do well with “this sort of thing” meaning relationships. Eventually, the friends have sex and decide to keep things just physical between them, subsisting on the frequent booty calls, but not touching on anything serious or emotional. Of course, it doesn’t last because Adam wants more. Emma doesn’t, or so she says. I thought Ashton and Natalie had pretty good chemistry and played off of each other well. Solid comedy, sweet romance, a little draggy in the middle, but generally an enjoyable rom-com. 3 out of 5 Stars

PERFECT HOST, THE: Fast-talking thief John Taylor is injured during his latest heist and on a hunt for refuge until the heat cools down. He uses his considerable charm and intelligence to finagle an invite into the home of the well-to-do Warwick Wilson, who is in the midst of preparing for a dinner party. John gets more than he bargained for when he discovers Warwick is more than the affable, genteel host he first appears. Lots of interesting and surprising twists and turns. I never knew quite where this was going or what Warwick was going to do next. David Hyde Pierce as Warwick gives a riveting performance. 4.5 out of 5 Stars
PUNCHING THE CLOWN: Satirical folk singer and songwriter Henry Phillips’ career doesn’t quite get off the ground until he makes the move to L.A. Staying with his actor brother and his girlfriend, Henry spends his nights playing coffee houses and doing open mikes before he lands a coveted record deal through a weird stroke of luck. However, just as suddenly as fame seems to come to him, it is just as quickly taken away when a series of miscommunications leads to an unwarranted and ugly rumor that takes on a life of its own. Phillips’ lyrics and deadpan, laconic performance provides several laugh-out-loud moments (the bagel incident is priceless) as does the ironic plot and situations. An interesting take on success and what it takes to make it in showbiz with solid performances from a colorful supporting cast. 3 out of 5 Stars
REAL STEEL: Charlie Kenton is a struggling fight promoter in the near future where robot boxing is an international and championship sport followed by millions. Losing two robots in the ring in almost as many days, however, Charlie is soon reunited with his estranged son Max. A former contender now down on his luck boxer with no place to fight, Charlie abandoned Max as a baby, and doesn’t have time to take on the care of an eleven year old, but Max refuses to let him off easy. He finagles his way into a road trip with his father where the two uncover a rare shadow-boxing sparring bot who just may be Charlie’s last chance at redemption—in the ring and with his son. Dakota Goyo’s performance could easily give Ricky Schroeder’s a run for his money and he has great chemistry with Hugh Jackman in this cute and entertaining cross between ROCKY and THE CHAMP. 3 out of 5 Stars
RITE, THE: Young mortician Michael Kovak is looking for a way out of his dreary and mundane existence in the family’s business and decides to go to seminarian school. He has things all planned. His father would never pay for school otherwise, so by going to the seminary, he can get a four-year college education for free. He has no intention of becoming a priest. The trick is to pull out right before he is to take his vows. Michael is a non-believer, has no faith, but the father superior convinces him to enter a Vatican school where clergymen are trained to be exorcists. Under the tutelage of a veteran exorcist in the devout father Lucas, Michael is forced to confront his darkest fears and the sins of his past. I appreciated the themes of faith and redemption and Anthony Hopkins’ performance was, of course, flawless, but overall this just didn’t live up to my expectations. 2.5 out of 5 Stars

ROOMMATE, THE: College student Sara’s new roommate Rebecca is a little protective of her. The closer the roommates get, the more obsessive and possessive Rebecca becomes until she’s more a danger to Sara than a friend and systematically tries to get rid of anyone that means anything to Sara, or get even with anyone who has wronged Sara. This one drags a lot and almost all the action takes place in the last fifteen minutes of the movie. If you’ve seen SINGLE WHITE FEMALE, you’ve seen this, only SWF was done a hundred times better. 2 out of 5 Stars.

STAKE LAND: In a post-apocalyptic world where mutant vampires roam the earth, teenager Martin is alone after losing his family to these hard-to-kill bloodsuckers. Drifter Mister takes the boy under his wing, teaching him how to kill the new-age vampires but more importantly how to survive. Together, they travel the back roads, avoiding The Brotherhood—religious extremists whose leader believes the vampires are a sign from God to cleanse the earth—and killing the vampires that get in their path as they search for New Eden. Along the way they find others on the run and try to help them survive. This one is ZOMBIELAND without the laughs, adding in a dash of THE ROAD, THE BOOK OF ELI and CARRIERS but never quite measuring up to any of these previous movies. It had its moments with the vampire angle being the only original twist. I wanted to like this a lot more than I did but it just didn’t live up to my expectations. Maybe I've gotten my fill of post-apocalyptic road movies. 2.5 out of 5 Stars
TROLLHUNTER (Norwegian): Three students from Volda College are doing a documentary on bear hunters in the region during hunting season. Their mission takes a slight detour when several licensed hunters tell them about a poacher named Hans in the area. Once the kids have this Hans in their sights, they are like hunters on a mission themselves and finally finagle an invitation to follow Hans with their cameras while he hunts trolls in the Norwegian woods. Of course they are skeptical at first but soon discover the truth about Hans and trolls. I love the character of Hans who when he’s described as a hero to the Norwegian people, brushes off such accolades, seeing himself as a battle-wearied civil servant doing a dirty job that no one else can or wants to do. This was a fast-paced action-adventure that didn’t take itself too seriously except in the parts where it needed to. Excellent cinematography and production values, well-done story, solid ending. Really enjoyed this. 3.5 out of 5 Stars

VANISHING ON 7TH STREET: One evening the lights go out in Detroit and almost all of the population disappears. Left behind are a few who outlive the darkness and shadows that have taken the rest of the people: a projectionist at the local cinema, a physical therapist and mother searching for her baby, a TV newsman and a young boy whose mother worked in the bar where the remaining few finally congregate and struggle to survive the long night. Kind of a cross between LEFT BEHIND, THE MIST and PITCH BLACK, this one had some genuinely creepy and scary moments and solid suspense, though the unresolved ending left me a little wanting. 3.5 out of 5 Stars
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  Available Now!
From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “As different as night and day, the only thing twins Zara and Zack Benjamin have in common are their genes and their love for Quincy Powers. Zara’s death in an unfortunate accident gives her brother a chance with Quincy. Except Zara hasn’t quit on the man she loves just yet.” ZACK AND THE DARK SHAFT: ZARA’S BOIS 1, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/interracial/light bdsm/reincarnation) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.bookstrand.com/zack-and-the-dark-shaft   
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUmN_zOtSEs
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Rendered almost incapable of painting after the death of a lover in a tragic accident, Keir Monroe is inspired after meeting natural-born submissive, Patryk Andrews. Keir soon realizes, however, that he’s caught a tiger by the tail and not the obedient submissive he thought when Patryk suggests becoming his agent.” INGENUE’S CHOICE: ZARA’S BOIS 2, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/bdsm/ghost/interracial) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.bookstrand.com/ingenues-choice A Joyfully Reviewed RECOMMENDED READ! View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUmN_zOtSEs
* * *

From Rapture Publishing, LLC.: “Falling to a rare sentinel illness and separated from her charges during a retrieval mission Xevera Nanay encounters the biggest threat to her survival but more importantly her autonomy when paramedic Michael Constantine recognizes and imprisons her to exact revenge for what was done to his mother by her kind decades ago.” SENTINEL’S HUNGER, a Sisters of Emsharra novella, erotic paranormal romance (African-American/bdsm/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever part of RAPTURE 1 Print Anthology http://www.rapturepublishing.com 

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/dp/0981558801/
Also Available as an e-book from Siren Publishing, Inc.: http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/sh.asp 

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Still mourning the death of his wife, recluse Lincoln McCabe's life is forever turned off-kilter by a chance meeting with McCabe Associates' newest hire, Deja Hamilton, an almost physical replica of his dead wife, Dahlia. 

Five years after starting at McCabe Associates, personal secretary Deja has worked her way up the ranks to a coveted account executive position. What she hasn't been able to do is eradicate the haunting blue eyes of Lincoln McCabe from her memory despite her best efforts. 

When Lincoln and Deja are reunited five years after their initial meeting, the conditions are neither ideal nor romantic. But Deja is determined to make the best of the situation nursing Lincoln back to health and helping him snare whoever was behind the attempt on his life and the looming takeover of his family's company.” THE WOLF IN THE MANSION, Erotic Paranormal Fable Romance (interracial/psychic/shape-shifter/wiccan) by Gracie C. McKeever, Available individually as an e-book http://www.bookstrand.com/the-wolf-in-the-mansion and in the print anthology, SEXY SECRETS http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606018639/bookstrand-20 

* * *

UPCOMING AUTHOR APPEARANCE(S):

To stay abreast of all my current/upcoming appearances, check here: 

http://www.booktour.com/author/gracie_c_mckeever
UPCOMING AUTHOR CHAT(S):

To stay abreast of Siren and BookStrand Author Chat Dates, visit Siren Publishing homepage: http://www.sirenpublishing.com. Scroll down and check the left-hand side under For Readers.

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Sparks fly and passions smolder when maverick school teacher and part-time dance instructor Ramón Chavez enters the life of celibate divorced mother Emilia Vega who has but one goal in her life: to be the best parent she can be to her twelve-year-old son to the exclusion of her own happiness.” EMILIA’S EMANCIPATION, Erotic Paranormal Romance (interracial/May-December/psychic) by Gracie C. McKeever  http://www.bookstrand.com/emilias-emancipation 

Fictionwise: http://www.fictionwise.com/servlet/mw?t=bookpreview&bookid=70176
Also available in print in SEXY SECRETS: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606018639/bookstrand-20 

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Bad-boy Trevor Carmichael’s fast-lane life of partying and drugs comes to a screeching halt when he OD’s in the bathroom of Zara’s. Club bouncer Ramsey Logan comes to Trevor’s rescue and resuscitates him. But is it really Trevor he brings back or a former party-girl in need of redemption herself?” BOUNCER’S FOLLY: ZARA’S BOIS 3, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/bdsm/interracial/reincarnation/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever. http://www.bookstrand.com/bouncers-folly 
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “One hot and trendy gay nightclub, two bickering angels and three unlikely pairs add up to steamy nights between the sheets and emotional days of healing and revelation outside of them when the ultimate architect throws His hat in the ring to fix up three wounded souls with their mates.” ZARA’S BOIS Print Collection, M/M Erotic Paranormal Romance (angels/bdsm/ghost/interracial/reincarnation) by Gracie C. McKeever. 

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606011650/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUmN_zOtSEs
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: "A man who wants to save the world one child at a time…a young teen looking for acceptance and a savior wherever he can find them…and a woman who wants only to save them both. Somewhere between darkness and daylight they will all find and save each other." BETWEEN DARKNESS AND DAYLIGHT, erotic paranormal romance (psychic/interracial). An NCWA (New Century Writer Award) 2003 Novel/Novella Finalist and 2008 Lories 3rd Place Paranormal Romance by Gracie C. McKeever  http://www.bookstrand.com/between-darkness-and-daylight http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563362/sirenpub-20  

View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DM5PhM3PfAg 
SIREN TOP SELLER! A HIGHEST RATED eBOOK AT FICTIONWISE

* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.’s, Ménage Amour Imprint: “Donna Vega is a dedicated woman on a mission. Matchmaking sister Angela is determined the mission include a love-life with Dominant architectural landscaper Russ Merrick and his younger brother Chance Novak, a gifted and sensitive ER doctor. The mission goes awry, however, when Donna lands on the radar of a psychotic employee obsessed with Russ.” SEXUAL HEALING FOR THREE: The Matchmaker 5 by Gracie C. McKeever, [Erotic Paranormal Suspense, Ménage à Trois Romance, M/F/M, Interracial, BDSM] http://www.menageamour.com To purchase visit here: http://www.bookstrand.com/sexual-healing-for-three 

And for print here: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606014625/bookstrand-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_1RAi6-uoIM
* * *

From Fictionwise: "Old World Evil vs New Age Passion… Can their love survive an ancient vendetta?" A centuries-old Djinni betrayed...a modern career woman and wife bereft. Can this thoroughly mismatched couple find comfort and vindication in each other's arms? More importantly, can their love survive the ancient vendetta of one unforgiving and powerful demon Djinni, Kane's sworn enemy Ifreet? Find out that anything is possible when a devout and mystical djinni from the old-world joins forces with an urban-reared spitfire from the new.”
DESERT DREAMS by Gracie C. McKeever – Paranormal Djinni Romance http://fictionwise.com/ebooks/eBook30601.htm
* * *

EPIC's BOOKSTORE:
Epic's Ebook Store is Powered by Fictionwise.com
Fictionwise.com one of the most successful ebook seller on the web or
off has helped create a store for The Electronically Published Internet Connection (EPIC). It's a published writer's organization that has both ebook and print published members. It also has Industry members such as publishers and agents. Epic is the most recognized authority on epublishing. This bookstore will hope to sell ebooks by epic members that are on sale at fictionwise.
Visit EPIC's Bookstore - http://store.fictionwise.com/epic/

* * *

From Awe-Struck E-Books: RT 2002 Award Nominee – Best Small Press Paranormal -- “Sean Casey has convinced himself he's content with his blue-collar existence but at an emotional and philosophical crossroads in his relationship with his yuppie lawyer fiancee. When Echo Quinn--an adolescent flame, but now successful health club owner--suddenly resurfaces with their "gifted" and troubled ten-year-old son in tow, Sean is forced to confront his deadly past and find absolution. Watch the sparks fly when a pyrokinetic firefighter, and an alcoholic telepath--reunite in this "secret baby" story with a supernatural twist...” FLAMES PAST by Gracie C. McKeever, Contemporary Paranormal Romance http://awe-struck.net  Also available in Trade Paperback from Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/Flames-Past-Gracie-C-McKeever/dp/1587492547/ref=sr_11_1/102-5235251-9271348?ie=UTF8 and Earthling Press http://www.earthling-press.com 
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEZYkXlR46w
* * *

From Awe-Struck E-Books: “Will a spoiled rich debutante get rid of the chip on her shoulder and stop wallowing in self-pity long enough to let her physical therapist rehabilitate her? Watch classes collide in this story of self-discovery and healing.” DANCING IN THE DARK by Gracie C. McKeever, Contemporary Romance available from Awe-Struck E-Book’s Ennoble Line http://awe-struck.net 
* * *

WHAT I'M READING/RECOMMENDED READS: Check out my ratings, comments, and/or full reviews for the following books at my shelf http://www.shelfari.com/gwiz10/reviews unless otherwise indicated (i.e., Paranormal Romance Reviews, etc.):

ART OF FORGETTING, THE by Camille Noe Pagan (new-to-me author)

BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP by S.J. Watson (new-to-me author) 

CHASING ALEX by Riley Shane (new-to-me author)

EMILY AND EINSTEIN by Linda Francis Lee (new-to-me author)

LOST TREASURE by Kate Sherwood

LOVE YOU MORE by Lisa Gardner (new-to-me author)

MATCHMAKER by Alan Chin (new-to-me author)

MURDERER’S DAUGHTERS, THE by Randy Susan Meyers (new-to-me author)

MY BOYFRIEND WROTE A BOOK ABOUT ME by Hilary Winston (new-to-me author)

SISTER by Rosamund Lupton (new-to-me author)
SO MUCH PRETTY by Cara Hoffman (new-to-me author)

SUMMER WITHOUT MEN, THE, by Siri Hustvedt (new-to-me author)

UNTELLING, THE, by Tayari Jones

WHEN YOU DARE by Lori Foster

Currently Reading: BLOOD AND FIRE by Shannon McKenna; DIRTY KISS by Rhys Ford (new-to-me author); TRACE OF FEVER by Lori Foster
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Genesis has been on the run from her people for twenty-eight years, guarding the cambion Alex Ryan, who doesn't know she exists. But that's about to change when an attempt is made on Alex Ryan's life that leaves his father dead instead and Alex alone in the world….or so he thinks.” GUARDIAN SEDUCTRESS: SISTERS OF EMSHARRA 1, erotic paranormal romance (interracial/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.bookstrand.com/guardian-seductress  

View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgUk6pd5FoY 
* * *

READER COMMENT(S):

“I really enjoy your newsletter!!! …it is a great newsletter.” Deb Frischkorn

“Love your newsletter! There are so many interesting items to read about.” Tamsyn Tan

On IN PLAIN SIGHT: “I was one of the lucky list members who won your book… I loved it! It was extremely well written, a unique storyline and the ending was a huge surprise. Thank you so much for a fabulous read!” Kimberly, SirenBookstrand Yahoogroups Member.
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc: “Montana Freeborn has been having visions of the "pony-man" since she was a child, her first live encounter with the centaur after a near-death experience when she was five and Seth Phoenix saved her from drowning. More than two decades later, the pair meet again and this time Montana's doing the saving.” SPELLS CAST IN SHADOWS, erotic paranormal romance (African-American/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy), by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.bookstrand.com/spells-cast-in-shadows SIREN TOP SELLER! Now Available in Print! Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563346/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAhWsqdle2A
* * *

SHADOW FOREST AUTHORS:

I joined and sent a few of my electronic and print books to this organization's beneficiaries.

If you haven't heard about it already, SFA is a wonderful, worthwhile cause and, if you’re an author, another way to get your book title(s) and/or name out there to the big wide world—a win-win situation (.

There are a variety of ways you can contribute and you don't just have to be an author.

Please consider joining too!

“Shadow Forest Authors is a fellowship of authors for charity. Our mission is to get authors from around the world and from all genres to unite with SFA and participate in donating books and e-books to selected beneficiaries, literary foundations who fill a much needed void in books.

Unbeknown to many, illiteracy issues cost billions a year in higher consumer prices due to the cost of recruiting and training functional illiterates, mistakes and inabilities in the workplace, for juvenile delinquency and crime directly related to illiteracy In addition; social stigma, medical and pharmaceuticals with high rates of depression and suicide. Illiterates suffer self-worth, relationship, unemployment and social issues. Worldwide, this massive problem receives little funding or attention and as stated, costs billions.

SFA is now up and running and we invite authors to get listed and participate in this worthy cause. All we ask is that authors donate a copy of their title to a SFA beneficiary of their choice: the Anthony Robbins foundation - U.S.A, The Australian Literacy & Numeracy Foundation - Australia, Book Aid International - U.K, The World Public Library - U.S.A, Got Books Inc - U.S.A.

Participating authors receive a mention on the SFA site and the chance to sell further books via our unique supporter program.

Come join us, united we can fill a much needed void in worldwide literacy issues.

http://www.shadowforestauthors.com

P.S We would appreciate you passing this invitation onto other authors and readers, every little bit helps.

SFA is also on Myspace, please come join us.
http://www.myspace.com/shadowforestauthors”
* * *

THIS ISSUE’S NOVEL EXCERPT: SURE AS SHOOTING by Karen Mercury



They’ll always have Yosemite.

California, 1851. The Sierras are ruled by a band of marauding Indians, and Major Huntley Ashbury is determined to corral them. Huntley’s solitary existence as the biggest trader in the foothills is destroyed when he runs into Whitman Whitney, a half-breed physician with a talented knack for curing hysterical women—and men. Together they rein in the most savage barbarian of them all. Belle Pennington emerges from the forest with nothing left to lose but her Chinese book that tells stories of ribald encounters.

As Huntley and Whit clash impressing Belle with their skills, their Battalion ventures into the wild to discover the Indians' stronghold. Whit has only known the touch of men before, and his peculiar medical expertise astonishes and unites the three in their journey. But it is Belle’s restless spirit the men must conquer in the deep grassy valley of the Yosemite.

EXCERPT:
She had refilled only one glass with hot water, declaring lightly, “Oh! Why, thank you, Whit. You’ve found my pillow book.” She rudely snatched it from his frozen fingers and flipped through it with a smile. “How wonderful to see this again! Yes, this one was my favorite. Playing chess in a pleasure pavilion. And this one. Swinging under the willow trees.” Unabashed, she held the block so the men could view it. Yes, the couple was swinging, but the man was simultaneously impaled upon a dildo that was affixed to the swing’s seat, while impaling the woman who squatted atop him.

Major Ashbury looked at Whit as if to say Does she really know what those people are doing in that painting? “This is your book, Miss Belle?”

“Why, yes. You stole it from my wigwam, evidently.” She didn’t want them to know she’d been eavesdropping and knew Bud had stolen it.

 Whit said, “And what is it you like especially about that one painting?”

“Well. The paintings are all very joyful. I like how the Chinese present sex as a happy, creative occasion, and not one to be tolerated with gritted teeth. As for this particular one. The Chinese are so inventive—see how they employed this wooden protuberance in the swing’s seat?”

Major Ashbury made a motion to request the pillow book, so Belle handed it to him. She was gratified when realization swept over his face, and he reddened. He swiftly handed the book to Whit as if it were a turd. Now Belle knew. Major Ashbury was one of those prudish men who humped for their own enjoyment, and their partners probably tolerated it with gritted teeth. It was too bad. He was so very handsome. What a shame.

Whit said, “Yes, these are things that are commonly accepted in the Orient and even in Europe, but are practically unheard-of here.” A sly look came into Whit’s eyes. “The ingenuity they’ve invested in this swing gives me some crafty ideas.”

For some reason, this mortified Major Ashbury even further, for he got to his feet and took his hot brandy to the fireplace, even grabbing the poker and rustling the embers. Belle admired the athletic globes of his ass in the buckskins, but thinking of him as an old lady potato-head in matters of sex quashed her interest in him. She looked back to Whit, who was studying the pillow book.

“Crafty ideas?” she prompted, knowing it wasn’t appropriate conversation for a maid. 

Whit’s eyes twinkled. “Yes, I can see where one could replicate this position.” But when he looked back to the Major’s stiffly hunched shoulders, Whit’s conversation, too, petered out.

Belle went on, “You mentioned treatment for hysterical paroxysm.”

“Yes, indeed! I think you could benefit greatly from it.”

At this, Major Ashbury turned to face his guests, now seemingly intrigued.
Belle asked Whit, “Would it be possible to try this treatment tonight? Unless you have other more pressing things to do, related to the campaign.”

Whit stood eagerly. “Not at all. Huntley is just composing a speech to give to the battalion tomorrow, but we’re hampered by the rain.”

“And the inactivity of the commissioners,” Ashbury added.

“That, too,” Whit agreed. “We must do this in your room, if you don’t mind. The hospital tent is entirely inappropriate for a female patient.”

Belle said, “Of course.” 

Ashbury was taking a few long strides toward them. “But,” he sputtered. Then he laughed, as though trying to lighten the mood. “Hysterical paroxysm? And what might that be?”

Whit squiggled his silken eyebrows. “I don’t think you want to know, Huntley.” He chuckled and took Belle’s arm to guide her from the room.
To read more or to purchase SURE AS SHOOTING, visit: http://www.bookstrand.com/sure-as-shooting
* * * 
From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “One man wants to Dominate her; the other wants to kill her”...Two competitive and at-odds advertising executives are thrown together when a job assignment and a matchmaking New Age sister of one – who knows each better than they know themselves – decides they are soul mates and perfect for each other. While Dominant Nick Vega and submissive Slany Breeze come to the conclusion that Nick's sister is absolutely right, a serial killer is on the loose and has set his sights on Slany for his special “training program.” TERMS OF SURRENDER: THE MATCHMAKER 2, erotic paranormal romance (bdsm/interracial/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.bookstrand.com/terms-of-surrender 

SIREN TOP SELLER! ECATAROMANCE REVIEWER’S CHOICE AWARD WINNER 2006!
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563389/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmzxF_UrBsc
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Embittered after her exile from Emsharra, LaMia Enlil meets her match in orphan empath Mateo Diaz, whom she kidnaps and falls in love with. But can he forgive her for causing the deaths of his family years ago? From ancient beings unaccustomed to asking for anything, much more begging for forgiveness, LaMia Enlil nonetheless wants just this from Mateo Diaz, a gifted and unique human male who makes her question the foundations of her Inanna beliefs.” PREDATOR’S SALVATION: SISTERS OF EMSHARRA 2, erotic paranormal romance, (bdsm/interracial/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.bookstrand.com/predators-salvation
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgUk6pd5FoY   
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “Dara Kelly and Samantha Taylor should not have died, but did. And now both women are on the trail of two men – one an abusive, cheating husband-turned-killer, the other a rival bounty hunter whom will not be bested by any woman. Each woman will have her revenge, but at what cost to Caution Foster, the man they both love?” IN PLAIN SIGHT, erotic paranormal romance (interracial/reincarnation/ghost/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever –http://www.bookstrand.com/in-plain-sight 

SIREN TOP SELLER!

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563427/sirenpub-20 
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCKi770l67s
* * *

THIS ISSUE’S SPOTLIGHT AUTHOR: MULTI-PUBLISHED, HISTORICAL ROMANCE AUTHOR KAREN MERCURY
AUTHOR BIO: My first three novels were historical fiction involving pre-colonial African explorers. Since I was always either accused or praised (depending how you look at it) for writing overly steamy sex scenes, erotic romance was the natural next step. I am currently writing about the rough and tumble life of the California gold rush, and I live in Northern California with my Newfoundland dog.  I just put her into my current release, Sure as Shooting.  The heroine didn’t want another child after hers was murdered by Indians, so she begged the hero for a “large fluffy dog”!
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THE INTERVIEW:
GRACIE: I’m excited to have you here at The G-Spot, Karen! Please tell us a little about yourself (or a lot () and how and when you got into writing?

KAREN: Oh gads, I had to teach myself to read and write when I was three simply in order to write.  I knew I wanted to write novels, so I somehow taught myself.  I guess I looked over my mother’s shoulder when she read aloud to me, and put two and two together.  

I taught myself to type when I was about six using my mother’s cursive manual typewriter.  Of course the “books” involved my best friend and our highly suspenseful journeys into a volcano or the sewer.  Or maybe it was just the schoolyard.

I wrote dozens of novels over the next few decades, just for fun, never attempting to get published.  It was just a stress reliever, I guess, something I obviously would’ve done anyway, a hobby.

GRACIE: Is there any one thing or person in your life that inspired your writing? Any one thing or person that influenced the genre you write in?

KAREN:  It’s the same answer for both questions: Henry Miller, the Brooklyn writer who was banned for writing The Rosy Crucifixion trilogy starting in the late 40s.  
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My mother had his books on her shelf, so being hard up for reading material, I’d pull them down and read, starting with the sexy parts of course.  Then I realized it was pretty good writing, so read a bit before and a bit after the sex scenes.  Soon I said “Hell, let’s just read the entire book.”  I’m sure that’s how I started out inserting highly explicit sex scenes into otherwise serious and staid historical fiction novels.  
My theory was, why not have explicit sex in the 1800s?  They did it back then.  Just because it’s a highly “serious” to me about a revolution in pre-colonial Africa doesn’t mean they can’t have balls-to-the-wall sex. But a lot of people seemed confused, as though I was writing in two separate genres simultaneously.  You normally don’t see much sex at all in serious hist-fic.  Which is a bummer for people who like their history and their sex as well.

GRACIE: When did you get The Call and what was your first published book?

KAREN:  In 2005 I finally got serious about writing a book to sell.  I wrote The Hinterlands as a romance novel and sold it as a romance novel to Medallion Press, who then switched it to the hist-fic category because I was “so heavy on historical detail.”  Medallion wanted to be well-known for publishing novels in unusual settings, and this one was set in 1897 Nigeria and dealt with an ancient secret kingdom with highly advanced art that practiced human sacrifice.  And had wild sex. (
GRACIE: What do you know now about writing and the publishing industry that you wish you’d known before you started? 

KAREN:  That you’re not automatically going to make tens of thousands of dollars right out the gate!  After I published my first book, everyone automatically assumed I was rich enough to stop working my day job.  That became highly annoying very fast.  Especially since I had assumed that, too.  “Wow, a novelist?  They must be jet-setting to the Caribbean every week.”
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GRACIE: Please give us a little story behind the story and what inspired your Siren Publishing historical series, Going for the Gold.

KAREN:  That’s kind of funny.  I had three novels out, and I wanted to do something set in California instead of Africa.  So, knowing me and my penchant for detail, I spent about six months researching everything about the California gold rush.  I took 150,000 words of typed notes, all categorized by topic.  Boy, what an anal retentive.  Then I had to actually write the first three chapters, so all told it took me about eight months.  Well, my old publisher rejected the proposal.  I thought I was screwed.

Not necessarily.  I’d always thought I was well-suited to write erotic romance, so I thought “Why not take all this research and turn it into an erotic romance series?  Just leave out the Mormon part.  And most of the ‘boring’ historical detail.”  Voila.  Going for the Gold was born, published by Siren.  

GRACIE: What are the challenges you’ve faced in writing historical romance, in general, and multiple-partner, menage stories in a historical setting, in particular?

KAREN:  Well, the hardest thing about historical writing is probably the lingo.  I can’t use words like “dick” and “boob.”  Believe it or not, this is highly frustrating for someone fascinated with slang etymology.  So I’ll be typing along and have to stop to look up which year a word was first used. I’ve been doing historicals so long I don’t really have to stop and wonder if, for instance, a typewriter was invented yet.

And without a doubt, the most difficult thing about ménages is juggling three POVs, not to mention their limbs and appendages.  I love MMFs, so when you have two men, you can’t just write “his arm.”  Whose arm?  And some of those positions can get pretty athletic, almost like there is no gravity.  You have to really envision how everyone is positioned.
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GRACIE: In Working the Lode, what facet of Zelnora Sparks’ personality do you think the most helps her thrive and survive in the male-dominated Wild West?

KAREN:  Her husband back east abandoned her, so she’s pretty independent to start with.  She had mining experience and she’s in her ideal environment, finding the gold that the men mine.  I’m an amateur mineralogist so I had fun writing a heroine who knows her heavy metals.  She knows how to thrive in a masculine atmosphere.
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GRACIE: What is businessman Gage Lassen’s Achilles’ Heel and how do you go about stomping it?

KAREN:  Gage is trying like hell to be a hard-ass toward women after his wife ran off with his brother and child.  So he imagines he’s an “invert,” what we now call homosexual.  It’s easy for him to admit he’s falling in love with another man, but a woman?  That’s a different subject.  He treats Lola like shit, worse than the housemaid she is to him, not even acknowledging she also is a journalist for the San Francisco newspaper.  It takes him awhile to admit he has feelings for her.

GRACIE: What about adventurer Harrison Bancroft’s character traits do you think makes him a perfect match for Lola and Gage in Either Ore?

KAREN:  Harrison is a fairly laid-back fellow so he’s perfectly suited to be smack in the middle of this love triangle.  Sort of a mediator.  He spent years on the plains living with “red Indians” painting their portraits.  So he has patience and is open-minded to new things.

GRACIE: What do you find the most enjoyable about researching your stories? What do you find the most demanding?

KAREN:  I’m constantly amazed at the stories I stumble upon in history.  Things I never knew actually occurred, things that sound incredible now.  But folks, this really happened!  That’s the fun part.  I love driving around to historical sites and hearing the stories the crazed docents tell.  Guys posing like 19th century medicine show men, for instance.  Guys re-enacting battles, getting all anal about the details of their uniforms.

Then, by the same token, it’s the most demanding aspect.  You’re never sure how much historical detail to throw in, especially in an erotic romance when that’s not necessarily what readers are seeking.  So you’re kind of stuck maybe just calling it a horse, when you just researched for days about appaloosas.

GRACIE: Of all the stories you’ve written, which is your favorite and why? 

KAREN:  Of course I’ve got to say my recent release, Sure as Shooting.  I think I like this because I based one of the heroes on the first black physician in America, James McCune Smith.  For his body I borrowed Shemar Moore, lately of Criminal Minds.  How can you go wrong with Shemar Moore?  
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This character, Dr. Whitman Whitney, is absolutely unashamed of his heritage or his sexuality—he’s half-black and half-Cherokee.  
This brings a lot of natural conflict because his California battalion is battling some Indians who have moved into the Yosemite Valley.  Naturally, back then the sentiment was almost universally anti-Indian.  It wasn’t illegal to murder an Indian, for example.  And it occurred to me—why not have Dr. Whitney be the hero who gets married in the end to the heroine?  Why should the heroine always choose the white guy?  They’re a menage so of course they “marry” each other, but legally she can only choose one.

And let’s face it.  Who wouldn’t marry Shemar Moore?

GRACIE: What about your characters makes them unique? 

KAREN:  I tend to write very offbeat characters.  That’s why I write about frontiers, places that haven’t been very settled yet.  The most off-the-wall people were drawn to frontiers—bold people with nothing to lose, who have been shunned from “normal” societies and want a new life.

GRACIE: Are you a pantser or do you outline?

KAREN:  I was always a diehard outliner until my current WIP.  I can’t believe I’m actually somewhat pantsing it!  I think it’s because for the first time in years, I’m actually not following actual historical events.  If you follow an actual chain of events, of course you have to outline, to an extreme degree sometimes. “Well on Thursday the 19th of November, they blew up the armory…”  

GRACIE: If you weren’t a writer, what other profession would you have chosen to pursue?

KAREN:  I wanted to be a journalist in Africa until I realized I’m not terribly confrontational or aggressive.  You really need that, especially in Africa, to be a journalist.  My dream job is to be a Philly Soul backup singer.  “Get on board, and join hands, on the Love Train, Love Train!”  
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But I’m really an awful singer, so I’d have to say a location scout for a film company.  Can you imagine?  Flying about the globe seeking out obscure spots to film?

GRACIE: Who are some of your favorite authors and why? 

KAREN:  It’s embarrassing that I don’t have time to read for pleasure.  So all of my favorites are people like Dostoevsky, Knut Hamsun, D. H. Lawrence, Oscar Wilde, and of course Henry Miller—authors I enjoyed in my teens.  Fellow Siren authors I have enjoyed recently, though, are Reece Butler, Sophie Oak, J. Rose Allister, Missy Martine, and Natalie Acres.
I like historicals because it’s so much easier for me to believe that back then, men were men.  They’d cross a mountain range for the love of a woman.  Nowadays?  It’s pretty difficult to get a fellow to go to the corner Starbucks for you.  I can more easily suspend disbelief in a historical.  I tend to think things were much more romantic and dramatic back then.  There was so much more at stake.
GRACIE: What are you working on now and what should readers be looking forward to from you in the future?

KAREN:  I’m working on #5 in the Going for the Gold series about the California gold rush.  This one involves paddlewheel steamers and how they used to race them up and down the Sacramento River.  Unbelievable how many explosions were caused by men stoking the boilers just so they could win a race.  Bodies flying everywhere.  One guy sailed out of his stateroom on a mattress and landed on the bank unharmed, “like a flying carpet.”  I mean, you can’t make this shit up.

Next, I have a plan for a new historical paranormal series, but I guess I shouldn’t talk too much about that!
GRACIE: Do you have a website and/or how can readers contact you?

KAREN:   www.karenmercury.com 

GRACIE: Where and how can readers purchase and/or read samples of your work?

KAREN: http://www.bookstrand.com/karen-mercury 

GRACIE: What advice do you have for beginning writers? 

KAREN:  This is going to sound weird, but I’d say do not listen to other writers, and especially wannabe writers.  Don’t get a crit partner.  You’re going to get so much conflicting information it’s going to saturate your brain and confuse you even more.  As if writers need more confusion.

I suppose that’s another way of saying to write your heart’s desire.  If you do, the passion will show through, and eventually some editor will notice that.  Hey.  I sold my first book, the editor later told me at dinner, thanks to this masturbation scene I wrote.  I didn’t know that was even remotely popular at the time, and it was supposed to be a “serious” historical romance, but she said she ran screaming into the next hotel room to tell the President “we have to buy this book!”  Some adventurer was jacking off in a river while the heroine sneakily watched from behind a tree.

So, you really never know.
GRACIE: Karen, thanks so much for taking time from your busy schedule to share yourself and your work with us at The G-Spot and giving us a little insight into your writing and the writing process! We’ll let you get back to writing those wonderful books you write! All the best!

KAREN:  Thanks so much for having me, Gracie!

* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “Even though both are Inanna, Genesis Enki and LaMia Enlil have varying views on how best to serve Emsharra.


When Kalika Enlil entrusts Genesis with the safekeeping of her outlawed child Alex Ryan before her death, Genesis' way is set to take up the New Regime's torch. Only one woman, the leader of the insurgents and Kalika's nemesis and cousin, stands in Genesis's way to protecting Alex from assassination: LaMia.


LaMia does not believe in the New Regime or its doctrines and is willing to do what she must to see it and the alliance between Emsharra and Gaiam fail. She will even go as far as kidnapping and enslaving Mateo Diaz who has already suffered at her hands in the past more times than a human should endure. It's Mateo's misfortune, however, that Genesis and Alex wish to recruit him in Emsharra's Harvesting Program….and Genesis and Alex are LaMia's mortal enemies.” SISTERS OF EMSHARRA – Print Collection, erotic romance – bdsm/interracial/paranormal/psychic/shapeshifter/urban fantasy, by Gracie C. McKeever – http://www.sirenpublishing.com/graciecmckeever/soe.asp 

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933563664/sirenpub-20
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgUk6pd5FoY 
* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “Divorced and love-crossed Evelyn Vega gets more than she bargained for when she receives a two-week vacation package to a dude ranch as a birthday present. She thinks gorgeous cow boss Jason Makepeace will be the perfect vacation fling, but Jason has wife, kids and picket-fence written all over him.” MANIFEST DESTINY: THE MATCHMAKER 3, erotic paranormal romance (contemporary/May-December/light bdsm) – Also a spin-off of SPELLS CAST IN SHADOWS, by Gracie C. McKeever – SIREN TOP SELLER! http://www.bookstrand.com/manifest-destiny 

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606010026/sirenpub-20 
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmzxF_UrBsc
* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “Chris is a talented and rising young track star who wants to make it to the nationals and break world records. He'll get these both if he can shake the specter of a crack-addicted older brother and the more clear and present danger of a steroid enhanced teammate with a mean score to settle. Tori is an intelligent non-conformist skirting the fastlane and hiding secret pains behind a wall of foul-mouthed bravado and false indifference. She hates jocks but wants to show Chris that there's more to life than running. Innocent and courageous, embittered and sexually precocious--together Chris and Tori will discover that they have miles to go...” MILES TO GO by Gracie C. McKeever, a Byte^Me teen novel http://awe-struck.net 
* * *

From Siren Publishing Inc.: “A young wealthy philanthropist is critically injured by a spiteful friend-with-benefits when, after a bitter break-up, she runs him down with her car. Only a kiss and a little bit of sensual and erotic care from a dedicated and empathic young nurse can bring him out of his resultant coma. Can soul mates David and Aziza find justice as well as eternal love?” NINE INCHES OF SNOW AND THE EBONY PRINCESS, erotic paranormal romance (bdsm/interracial/shapeshifter/urban fantasy) by Gracie C. McKeever – A Siren Adult Fairy Tale – SIREN TOP SELLER! http://www.bookstrand.com/nine-inches-of-snow-and-the-ebony-princess Also Available in ONCE UPON A TIME, Fairy Tale Print Collection

Siren Publishing, Inc. http://www.sirenpublishing.com/ftp-ouat/ftp-ouat.asp  
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606010360/sirenpub-20
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: "Gale Sinclair is a marriage counselor who has broken the cardinal rule of psychotherapy and fallen in love with one of his clients. Dying in a head-on collision and returning to life in the body of Zoelle Sutherland's estranged husband turns out to be the least of his worries.” ETERNAL DESIGNS, erotic paranormal romance (reincarnation/interracial/suspense) by Gracie C. McKeever. A NCWA (New Century Writer Award) 2002 Novel/Novella Finalist; 2008 RT Award Nominee in the Best Erotic Romance & Erotica Novel - Paranormal/Fantasy/Sci-Fi Erotic Romance Category http://www.bookstrand.com/eternal-designs 
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1606010018/sirenpub-20
View the video Trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmrPKwPjckc
* * *

From Siren Publishing, Inc.: “The fix is in when older sisters Angela – a New Age practitioner who shares her brother's telepathic abilities – and Evelyn decide to play Cupid and hook their brother EJ Vega up with Evelyn's personal shopper. From here, what starts as a professional relationship will gradually escalate into something much more when the free-spirited, "gifted" author preparing to go on his first national book tour, enlists the services of the uptight and skeptical Tabitha Lyons.” BENEATH THE SURFACE: THE MATCHMAKER 1, erotic paranormal romance (contemporary/psychic/interracial/light bdsm). http://www.bookstrand.com/beneath-the-surface 

 SIREN TOP SELLER! ROMANCE EROTICA CONNECTION 2006 STORY OF THE YEAR! (Tabitha Lyons – REC Choice Heroine 2006!) #8 On SIREN’S ALL-TIME BESTSELLER LIST! Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933563184/102-5235251-9271348?n=283155
View the video trailer here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmzxF_UrBsc
* * *

From Fictionwise: “A young black man is shot down in the streets in a drive-by. But a mistake has been made. Kelly shouldn't have died. So he's returned to Earth…in the body of a young comatose white woman married to a hot looking Latino narc cop. Can Kelly resolve the questions surrounding his death? What will happen to Amire, the woman he loved in his previous life? And, most important, can he resolve his marriage – now that he's a woman named Dagny – to another man?” NEW LIFE INCOGNITA: New Age Paranormal Urban Romance (interracial/psychic/reincarnation/sex-switch/wiccan) by Gracie C. McKeever http://www.fictionwise.com/ebooks/eBook36736.htm See review at Mrs. Giggles Keeper Shelf: http://www.mrsgiggles.com/ebooks/keepers.html 
* * *

THIS ISSUE'S NEWSLETTER CONTEST—SUBSCRIBERS ONLY! I’m offering an electronic copy (PDF) of my first novel published by Siren, Siren Classic, BENEATH THE SURFACE.  To enter for your chance to win this book, just send an e-mail with your name and e-mail address to gwiz10@optonline.net with the subject line BENEATH THE SURFACE.  Contest runs until December 20, 2011. One entry per e-mail address, and per person. AUTHOR SHALL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES THAT PREVENT TIMELY RECEIPT OF AN ENTRY AND/OR RESPONSE. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A RESPONSE FROM ME, THEN THAT MEANS I DID NOT RECEIVE YOUR ENTRY OR YOUR NAME WAS NOT FOUND AMONG MY LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. Author reserves the right to publish winner's name on blog, webpage(s) and/or in the newsletter. Winner in September/October 2011 contest for a copy of IN PLAIN SIGHT was Michelle Bauer! Congrats on your win, Michelle, and I hope you enjoy your prize!
 Giveaways/Good Deals/Shameless Promotions and/or Sites That No (Romance) Reader (or Author) Should Be Without: 
AUTHOR ISLAND – “The treasures await!! In case you're new to the Island, we give A BOOK AWAY EVERY SINGLE DAY just below our Author Spotlight. So, make sure you check back daily to see what great book we have up for grabs.  We also have TWO contest pages with new contests added all the time, so check back often!...” http://www.authorisland.com 
AWE-STRUCK PUBLISHING (A subsidiary of MUNDANIA PRESS) – “Publishes ebooks in Romance, SF, SF Romance, Regency, Western Romance, New Age, Inspirational, Teen Fiction, and Historical, and we are unique to the reading world with our Ennoble titles that feature heroes with disabilities. All our ebooks are available in HTML, PDF, Palm, Pocket PC, Rocket; some titles are also available in eBookman, and Hiebook.” http://www.awe-struck.net 

BLAZING TRAILERS – “Books at the Speed of Fun”. It’s all about books, books, books of every genre. Watch the book previews and get hooked. http://www.blazingtrailers.com  

BOOK-REMARKS – The website that promotes books written by or about African-Americans. http://www.book-remarks.com 
BOOKSTRAND – More reading pleasure for every taste. Popular e-books from your favorite publishers. http://www.bookstrand.com 
COFFEE TIME ROMANCE – Book Reviews, Interviews and more. http://www.coffeetimeromance.com 
EUROREVIEWS: “To bring WORLDWIDE attention to both print and e-Books, whilst encouraging the interest in Dutch publishers in the American reviews industry.” http://euroreviews.eu.funpic.de/index.php 

FALLEN ANGEL REVIEWS – New Releases, Reviews, Interviews, Contests, Authors Pages, What the Authors are Saying! Author Extras http://fallenangelreviews.com/ 

FICTIONWISE – “Excellence in e-Books” http://www.fictionwise.com 
FRESH FICTION – Books and authors for today’s readers of Mystery, Thrillers, Romance, Suspense, Fantasy and Science Fiction. Check out the monthly contests http://www.freshfiction.com 

GOODREADS – “Have you ever wanted a better way to: See what your friends are reading? Keep track of what you've read and what you'd like to read? Get great book recommendations from people you know? Good Reads…it’s what your friends are reading. http://www.goodreads.com Look me up and friend me at: http://www.goodreads.com/profile/graciecmckeever 
JUST EROTIC ROMANCE REVIEWS: “The sensual side of romance” http://www.justeroticromancereviews.com  

MIND LIKE WATER E-Book Directory: http://www.mindlikewater.com: Free ebook directory and marketing 

MRS. GIGGLES: Everything Romantic! “…website of a cantankerous coot filled with caustic, sarcastic, and blunt opinions on books, movies, music, hot guys, and other matters. Come on in. It's not as if you have anywhere better to go or anything better to do.” http://www.mrsgiggles.com 

NEW AND USED BOOKS: http://www.newandusedbooks.com – Features new releases, reviews, interviews, and contests. Don’t forget to check out their new format!

NIGHT OWL ROMANCE: http://www.nightowlromance.com – “Let your imagination take flight.” Romance,  Erotica, Book Flicks, Reviews,  Authors’ Corner,  Merchandise, Amazon Store, and Message Board. 

NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS.COM: Reviews of movies, books, music and board games. Don’t miss the e-author spotlight! http://www.nightsandweekends.com 

PARANORMAL ROMANCE (or PNR): “New Worlds Are Our Oyster…Join us if you dare…” http://www.paranormalromance.org
R.A.W.SISTAZ (Reading and Writing Sistaz): Literary Group and Online Book Club. One of Writer’s Digest 101 Top Websites for 2006! From the Website: “…main goal is to provide information to the African-American Literary Community regarding books, authors, events, and other industry news. We offer our services and our sites free of charge, as avenues to promote literacy, to encourage our authors to continue following their dreams and to facilitate the open exchange of literary information; basically connecting both readers and writers.” Check them out at http://www.rawsistaz.com 

READERS READ™: Do you like to read a chapter of a book before you buy it? Stop by http://www.readersread.com/excerpts/ to read excerpts and first chapters from the newest books. Check back frequently.
ROMANCE JUNKIES – The name says it all. For readers addicted to all kinds of good romance…check out your favorite authors, contests, reviews, interviews and up-to-date romance news. One of Writer’s Digest 101 Top Websites for 2006! http://www.romancejunkies.com
ROMANCE STUDIO, THE – “The romance genre today”. Latest romance news, contests and information about your favorite romance authors and the latest romance books. http://www.theromancestudio.com 

ROMANTIC TIMES BOOK REVIEWS – The Magazine for Fiction Lovers – Books, Authors, Magazine, News, Resources, Message Boards http://www.romantictimes.com 

SHELFARI – Create a virtual bookshelf to show off your books. Connect with your friends. Discover exciting new titles. Voice your opinion. All for FREE. Read. Share. Explore! http://www.shelfari.com Sign up and don’t forget to add me as a friend (. http://www.shelfari.com/gwiz10! 

SIREN PUBLISHING, INC. – “Quality erotica romance for the sophisticated reader” http://www.sirenpublishing.com 
SISTAHFRIEND BOOK CLUB – Promoting Literacy and Empowerment in a Women’s Forum http://www.sistahfriendbookclub.com 

STRESS FREE MARKETING – Marketing and Distribution Strategies for Authors http://www.stressfreemarketing.us 

THE LOG LINE BLOG – Authors! This blog is for the log line of your novel! http://www.theloglineblog.blogspot.com/ 

THE PASSIONATE PEN – A Resource for Romance Authors http://www.passionatepen.com/ 

VAMPIRESS – Home of self-professed fan of things vampire and paranormal, Raven Kelly. Visit for listings of Artists, Books, Authors, Movies, Vampire Links and More! http://www.vampiress.ca
WATCH THE BOOK -- View the latest videos featuring new and upcoming releases! http://www.watchthebook.com 

WRITERSPACE – Stay informed about lots of your favorite writers (and regular monthly contests) in one monthly newsletter, and consider subscribing to Writerspace. To subscribe, visit http://www.writerspace.com/  

 Favorite Quotes
"To give anything less than your best is to sacrifice the gift." –Steve Prefontaine (1/25/51 – 5/30/75) 

"Literature is a luxury; fiction is a necessity." – (G.K.) Gilbert Keith Chesterton (5/29/1874 – 6/14/1936.
"When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit of talent left and could say, 'I used everything you gave me.'" -Erma Bombeck (2/21/27-1996)
"Each of us has been put on earth with the ability to do something well. We cheat ourselves and the world if we don't use that ability as best we can." -George Allen (4/29/1922-1990)

"Your talent is God's gift to you; what you do with it is your gift to God." -Leo Buscaglia (3/31/24 – 6/11/98)

"Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed to sell your parrot to the town gossip." -Will Rogers (11/4/1879 - 8/15/35)                         
                                                                     
"If you don't want it printed, don't let it happen." -unknown-          
"Live your life in such a way that when your feet hit the floor in the morning, Satan shudders and says... "Oh sh**...she's awake!!"  -unknown-          
 Contact the Author
Copyright © 2011 by Gracie C. McKeever - All Rights Reserved.

Don’t forget to visit some of my and my publishers’ sites below.
 
http://www.graciecmckeever.com
http://gracie-g-spot.blogspot.com  
http://www.facebook.com/people/Gracie_C_McKeever/1264325266 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gracie-C-McKeever/14630435969
http://www.goodreads.com/profile/graciecmckeever
http://www.librarything.com/profile/gmac10 

http://www.myspace.com/graciecmckeever
http://www.shelfari.com/gwiz10 

http://www.twitter.com/graciecmckeever 

http://blog.myspace.com/graciecmckeever
http://sirenbookstrand.blogspot.com/  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/awe-somereaders
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SirenBookstrand 
Thanks for subscribing and see you next issue!
GCM~



	


