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Verses to Ponder…
     “Make your ear attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to understanding; for if you cry for discernment, lift your voice to understanding; if you seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will discern the fear of the Lord and discover the knowledge of God.  For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.  He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity.”  (Proverbs 2:2-7, NASB)
Welcome to the first edition of my Newsletter.  The New Year brings hope and anticipation to KJ’s Cottage.  I have dedicated this year to writing -- to putting words on the page and sharing them with others.  Eagerly I embark on the journey placed in front of me, bringing words to life. 
In Tenacious Thoughts from Kelly you will have the opportunity to read my thoughts about Scripture.  And, you will be given some questions to ponder.  I am also open to receiving comments and maybe I’ll give you a response.
Hope you find this Newsletter enjoyable and thought provoking!
Please forward it to your friends you feel would be interested.
Until the next edition…
Blessings,
Kelly J. Eveleth
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  Feature Article: Building the Ark
In Genesis 6 God states that the world He created was already a mess.  He found a man named Noah with whom He had a relationship.  Noah honored God.  So, He chose Noah, because of Noah’s desire to have a relationship with Him, to save what was salvageable on the earth.  This is how I see the story.

A foundation was in place between God and Noah.  Noah knew who he was as God’s Creation.  Noah chose to be who God desired him to be.  As a result of this foundation in their relationship, God gave Noah a task.  At first, God only told Noah the “Big Idea”, that Noah would build a box – the ark.  There is no record of Noah being a ship builder. Historical evidence states that there was no large body of water where Noah was located.  Therefore, Noah did not have a clear image or visual reference for complete understanding.  Noah took steps of faith following the steps as God gave them.

· First – There was a foundation. Noah chose to be who God desired him to be, in a relationship with God.

· Second – God shared his “Big Idea”.  
· Third – God gave only a few details so beginning materials and scaffolding could be started. Noah was told that his project was 1 ½ foot ball fields long, ¾ of a football field in breadth and ¼ of a foot ball field in height.  Then he said there would be 3 stories which only allowed a 5 ft man to walk upright on that level.   
· Fourth – Purpose is given.  Finally, God tells Noah why he is building the ark.  With that explanation, God also provides a covenant with Noah as a result of his faithfulness.

· Fifth - More details are then shared -- Who is included in the plan, resources needed.

· Sixth – Noah continues to act against any obstacles and completes the ark.

· Seventh – God acts and brings the rain.

· Eighth – Patience is required.

· Ninth – God completes His act of omnipotence.

· Tenth – The covenant is kept.
Noah was a man of faith.  He had tenacity.  God honored and protected him.     
Final Thoughts 

As I think about this story, I am reminded that we are not always given a clear picture in the beginning of the task we are given to work upon.  It is possible that if I could see all the work ahead of me I would give up before I even started.  So, if I am to be successful, to live a life of excellence, I must also be tenacious.  I am to take steps of faith and not worry about the words from those who say I cannot live my dream.
Questions for you to Consider:
· Are you building an Ark?  
· What stage are you in?  
· Are you aware of the next steps on your journey?  
· Who is giving you the guidance?   
· What questions do you need to ask to help you move forward in a positive way in life? 

If you are interested in sharing your response to these questions, you may e-mail me at kelly@kjscottage.com.

  
  Recommended Resources
Now Available!  My free weekly KJ’s Book Tips are for parents who love fabulous books and would like to know how to use books to develop positive values within their children.  Visit my home page at KJ’s Cottage to sign up.

An internet resource for you:  Crosswalk, the Intersection for Faith and Love, http://bible.crosswalk.com/
A modern comedy, Evan Almighty, takes a look at this story of Noah’s Ark.  This movie is rated PG.  This movie is for entertainment purposes, but has a positive message.
  
  Quote of the Week
The greatest oak was once a little nut who held its ground.  ~Author Unknown  
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