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There comes a time in our lives when we are faced with having to make decisions 

that don’t necessarily sit well with our general pattern  of thought. We are so used 

to doing for others throughout our lifetime that it is 
almost impossible for us to 

forsee that at some stage in our lives. the tables will turn and we will have the need 

to call on those same people for their assistance and moral support.

This is now the case for our original members of the 450 Squadron who have 

not only served their country, but who have also served their fellow members 

whilst holding much appreciated positions on the committee of our illustrious 

Association.

At the General Meeting held 1 February 2005, our President, Phil Masson along with 

the current senior committee members, made the very diffi cult decision to stand 

down at the 2005 AGM due to the growing frailty of a number of the committee 

members. Over the last few months, two of our committee members have been 

forced to resign due to family commitments and ill health. And the remaining 

committee members are naturally seriously considering their own future well being. 

Although the junior members of the committee were not expecting this decision to 

be made this year, it is 
understood that it was not made lightly, and is therefore 

highly respected.

So, what of the future of the 45O Squadron (R.A.A.F) Association, who do we have 

left in the ranks to carry on the memories of our loved ones, and their best mates. 

Who will stand up and be accounted for, now that the chips are down?

• Do you have some spare time on your hands?

• Are you an able member of the 450 Squadron or a direct descendant of a member 

 of the 450 Squadron? 

• Do you have the time to commit yourself to one meeting per quarter, plus the 

 AGM held in  Sydney?

• Are you able to assist other committee members with the coordination of one 

 reunion at Williamtown per year? or

• Are you able to act as liaison for our interstate members on ANZAC day and/or 

 at reunions held in your hometown, or capital city of your state? or

• Are you able to act as liaison for our overseas members on ANZAC day and/or at 

 reunions held in your hometown, or capital city of your country?

• Are you able to offer the same level of loyalty & commitment to the memory of 

 the 450 Squadron that our father’s have over the past 60 years?

Please consider these questions carefully and if you can say YES, to the above, your 

Association needs you to nominate for any one of the following positions:

President; Senior Vice President; Junior Vice President; Treasurer; Secretary/

Editor; Minutes Secretary; plus General Committee [5 positions]; Interstate 

liaison; International liaison.

Our President has offered to stand in offi ce for one last term, as long as we can 

make up the numbers to form the necessary committee for the Association to 

continue. As a mark of respect, and appreciation please help us to support him.

T H E  H A R A S S E R45O Squadron (R.A.A.F) Association

Patron: Dr. A.G. McManis

President: Mr Phil Masson

3/21 Hotham Road

GYMEA NSW 2227

AUSTRALIA

Tel: +61 2 9545 5650
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Children of the 450 — it’s your turn!

Committee Meetings 2005

City of Sydney RSL at 

10:00am on the 

following dates: 

Tuesday 3 May

Tuesday 2 August

Wednesday 2 November

AG M

Saturday 9 April

A N Z A C  DAY

Monday 25 April 

COMING EVENTS

Name 
Date

K. Parsons 
05/01/05

G James 
02/03/05

C.J. Gustus 
10/04/05

Widows of 450

E. Brooker 
24/01/05 

C. Nipperess 
17/04/05

Children of 450

K. Condon 
26/01/05

R. Brooker 01/02/05

C. Newby 06/02/05

S. Giles 
02/03/05

T. Archer  
29/04/05

Happy Birthday from us all
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Adelaide, South Australia

Assemble: 0930hrs

Location:  WWII RAAF Units 
  Group 7
  Rundle Mall (off King William St)
  Adelaide

Step Off: 1000hrs

Reunion: 1200hrs

  RAAF Association 
  Torrens Parade Ground
  Adelaide 

Contact: Dave Helman (RAAFA)
  08 8227 0980 

ANZAC  DAY  March

Brisbane, Queensland

This year the R.A.A.F will be leading the parade in the 
Brisbane ANZAC Day March .

Assemble: 0930hrs

Location: 7th in line (directly behind 3 SQN)
  Elizabeth & George Street (Casino side) 
  Brisbane 

Step Off: 1000hrs

Contact: Les Walker (RAAFA) 
  07 3882 0910

Sydney, New South Wales

Assemble: 1030hrs

Location:  David Jones Rec. Dock
  Elizabeth Street, facing King Street
  Sydney

Step Off: 1100hrs

Contact: Frank Barclay (RAAFA)
  02 9299 9290

Taxis for disable veterans may be booked through the 
offi ce of the RSL ANZAC March Secretary - Contact Mr 
Bob Battey Ph 02 9264 8188. The taxi drivers will collect 
the veterans from their homes and return them after the 
March.

Taxis will also be available for those who can make 
their own way into the city but are unable to March, 
by reporting to the RSL Marshall at the entrance to the 
Imperial Arcade in Castlereagh Street opposite David 
Jones at 8.30am, no later. Veterans must wear medals or 
have some identifi cation to prove they are veterans or 
ex-service personnel. At the conclusion of the March they 
will be taken to Museum Station, corner of Elizabeth 
and Liverpool Streets to meet families or friends.

Canberra, ACT

Assemble: 0945hrs

Location:  37th in line - directly behind ARMY
  (R/H column closest to War Memorial)

  ANZAC Avenue 
  Canberra
Step Off: 1030hrs

Reunion: RAAF Association 
  Southern Cross Club
  Callam Street
  Woden ACT

  $25/hd–book no later than 10 April  

Contact: Lance Halvorson (RAAFA) March
  02 6286 7825

  John Wilson (RAAFA) Luncheon 
  02 6286 2461 

Darwin, Northern Territory

Assemble: 0930hrs

Location:  Atriom Hotel
  The Esplanade
  Darwin

Step Off: 1000hrs

Contact: Michael Klink (RAAFA)
  0416 015 543 

Hobart,  Tasmania

Assemble: 1030hrs

Location:  Murray Street
  (between MacQuarie & Davey Sts)
  Hobart

Step Off: 1100hrs

Provision can be made for transport by contacting the 
RAAFA by no later than 10 April.

Reunion: 1230hrs

  RAAF Memorial Centre 
  61 Davey Street
  Hobart
A small charge for drinks & light refreshments for 
visitors and non members. A unique museum is also 
within this centre. 

Contact: George Debnam (RAAFA)
  03 6234 3862 / 0409 658 697 

Melbourne, Victoria

Assemble: 1000hrs

Location:  Flinders Street (northern side)
  Between Swanston & Elizabeth Sts
  Melbourne
Step Off: 1030hrs

Luncheon: RAAF Association 
  Air Forces Memorial Centre
  4 Cromwell Road
  South Yarra

  Book no later than 10 April  

Contact: Moyna Sands (RAAFA)
  03 9826 8573

M o n d a y  2 5  A p r i l  2 0 0 5

Perth, Western Australia

Assemble: 0930hrs

Location:  St George’s Terrace
  Perth
Step Off: 1030hrs

Refer to the WEST AUSTRALIAN newspaper Friday 22 
April for exact location of assembly  

Contact: Philip Rowles(RAAFA)
  08 9311 4445

NB All family members are welcome to march in Perth. 
There is NO limitation on eligibility. 

ANZAC  DAY  March M o n d a y  2 5  A p r i l  2 0 0 5

Eligibility to take part in the ANZAC Day March 
is restricted to those persons eligible to be members 
of the RSL, i.e. persons who have had minimum of 
6 months service in the Australian Defence Forces, 
a Commonwealth Force or Allied Force. Children or 
other relatives of veterans are not permitted to March 
with groups except that one relative of a deceased or 
disabled veteran may March with the veteran’s unit 
in the rear rank but must wear the veteran’s medals 
on the right breast and have the units approval. 
Please respect these restrictions.

Frank Barclay
State Secretary
RAAF Association (New South Wales Division)

If you are unsure of the ANZAC Day March 
arrangements please contact our Secretary, 
Sandi Nipperess on 0427 231 799/ or contact the RAAF 
Association or RSL branch located nearest you.

ANZAC Day is always a very special day for us all, 
and this year is no exception. As each year unfolds 
our numbers dwindle and although this is to be 
expected with our senior members, it does give our 
junior members the opportunity to take part in the 
March, on their behalf.

So, if you are a direct descendant of a deceased or 
disabled member of the 450 Squadron please join us by 
marching in your home town or city, and do remember 
that Medals are to be worn on the right breast and 
with pride, in remembrance of our fathers, uncles and 
grandfathers who fought so gallantly that we may 
enjoy our freedom today. 

If you are a disabled member of the Squadron, 
and require assistance to attend the March in your 
home town or city, please contact the RAAFA or RSL 
no later than 10 April to make arrangements for 
suitable transport.

COONABARABRAN, NSW

Bill Hadfi eld OAM

Firstly congratulations on 
your good work with the 
Harasser. I hope you can 
keep it going while there 
are still a few of us old 
fellows to read it.

I hope the photos enclosed  
are of some use, one or 
two no-names. 

I am pretty sure they were 
nearly all Englishmen. 
Each time I have taken the 
white boards to reunions 
no-one has known the 
names, but they were all 
members of the Squadron 
when I took these photos 
at Creti a little village in 
South Tus, about the fi rst 
week of August 1944. The 
airstrip was about a mile 
from the village in the 
middle of a wheat fi eld. 
The King visited us there.

L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  

Many thanks Bill and 
please  be assured that 
these photos will be cared 
for and in time each one 
will appear on our website 
for all to see.

ROSEBUD, VIC
Colin Dovey LAC 127680

I have memories of 450 
revived by Harry Mayne 
during a recent contact 
with him. I was one of the 
last ground crew to join 
450 just before the end. 
Still have vague and fond 
memories of the fellows 
but of course due to 
maturing years memory 
needs a prompt. 

Thanks for your email 
Colin, hope you stay in 
touch and perhaps send us 
a story or two.

A TRIBUTE TO OUR GROUND CREWS ‘D’ for DORIS
Maurie Douglas

A veteran Kittyhawk fl ying 
with the ‘Desert Harassers’ 
was sent for a major overhaul 
& engine change.

She has now fl own 299 
Operational hours without 
a break and has established 
a wing record.

‘D’ for Doris has proved 
herself a magnifi cent aircraft 
under desert conditions, in 
which she fl ew, and without 
engine change—she has only 
been unserviceable on 3 or 4 
occasions. 

Flown by F/Sgt G. Brian for 
81 missions without mishap 
and never been hit by fl ak. 
Only once did he have to 
force land in her.

He fl ew the aircraft over 
Cassino during assaults on 
the German held monastery 

and intensive attacks on 
enemy troops, motor vehicles 
and guns.

The aircraft had the same 
ground crew Bert Mills and 
Frank Gibbons since arriving 
at the SQN.

Western Desert Dust Storms 
could last for several days. 
Dust would get into 
everything (even a blanket 
would not keep it out)

So the aircraft engine was 
no exception some only 
lasting 10 hours because of 
bearing failure. That is until 
the ground crews found a 
method to keep the dust 
out.

A small backing plate with 
a felt pad clipped into the 
exhaust stacks attached to a 
small length of rope could 
be removed in seconds.
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President 
Mr Phil Masson (NSW)

Secretary/editor
Sandi Nipperess (NSW)

Snr Vice President
Doug Millar  (NSW)

Jnr Vice President
Roy Denny (NSW)

Treasurer 
Frank Bertelle (NSW)

Minute Secretary
Gordon Denny (NSW)

Committee
Allan Buckman (NSW)
Alick Denniss (NSW)
Sharyn Giles (QLD)
George James (NSW)
Vic Souter (NSW) Te
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the jaguar’s head symbolises 
‘death and destruction wrought by the enemy’

the rapier symbolises 
‘offensive action taken by the squadron 

the motto is based on the squadron’s nickname 
‘The Desert Harassers’ 
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Happy 85th  Birthday

‘Allan’

Best Wishes from the 450
10 December 2004
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The Soldier’s Prayer
Kind regards, Maurie Douglas

Stay with me, God, the night is dark,
The night is cold: my little spark of 
courage dies.
The night is long, be with me, 
God, and make me strong.

I love a Game: I love a fi ght
I hate the dark: I love the light,
I love my child: I love my wife
I am no coward: I love life

Life with its change of mood and shade
I want to live. I’m not afraid
But me and mine are hard to part;
Oh, unknown God, lift up my heart

You stilled the waters at Dunkirk
You saved your servants.
All your work is wonderful, Dear God. 
You strode before us down that dreadful road.

We were alone, and hope had fl ed;
We love our country and our dead,
And could not shame them; so we stayed
the course, and were not much afraid.
Dear God, that nightmare road! 
And then that Sea!
We got there; we were men.

My eyes were blind, my feet were torn
My soul sang like a bird at dawn
I know that death is but a door
I knew what we were fi ghting for
Peace for the kids, our brothers freed
A kinder world, a cleaner breed.

I’m but a son my mother bore
A simple man, and nothing more,
but - God of strength and gentleness,
be pleased to make me nothing less.
Help me; Oh God, when death is near
To mock the haggard face of fear,
That when I fall — if fall I must — 
My soul may triumph in the dust.
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Images from ‘Through the Eyes of the Harasser’ 
by  Allan ‘Nippo’ Nipperess Copyright © 2000

Below: Williamtown R.A.A.F Base 1941 Home of the 450 

Squadron; the fi rst Squadron to serve on the base.

Right: Allan (Nippo) Nipperess & Phil Kerkwood–Damascus
Front: Allan (Nippo) Nipperess, 

Stan Hebson, Bob McKinney & Jack Thompson
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Programme
Offi cial Welcome to Guests Phil Masson

Grace Phil Masson

The Loyal Toast  Phil Masson
Toast ‘to the Queen’

Departed Comrades Rod Brooker
Toast ‘to Departed Comrades’

450 Squadron Gordon Steege DFO DFC
Toast ‘to 450 Squadron’
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450 SQUADRON
Royal Australian Air Force

from  

SYDNEY HARBOUR

on the 
QUEEN ELIZABETH

on
Friday 11 April 1941

Destination
‘UNKNOWN’

In celebration 
of the 

64th ANNIVERSARY of the SAILING

of

FO

REVER HARA
SSERS

ORDNANCE LAMENT

We are not really soldiers
We’re only make believe,
They gave us all a rifl e
Our conscience to relieve.

Our ship was built for pleasure
For folk of the idle class,
We’ll give them back their blinking ship
For just one shore leave pass.

-A77 Outward Bound No. 1 edition
 AT SEA: April 25, 1941

Williamtown RAAF Base 
pre

-1
94
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Civic Station –1941

Menu
Cream of Chicken and Corn Soup

or
Antipasto

Oven Roasted Rack of Lamb
with rosemary glace

or
Supreme of Chicken 

with camembert and leek cream sauce

Accompanied by
Seasonal vegetables and potatoes

Bread rolls and butter

Fresh chilled fruits

or
Sticky Date Pudding

Freshly brewed Coffee & Tea
Red/White House Wines

Fruit Juice
Beer

All other beverages 
can be purchased from the bar 

Entree

Main

Dessert

Beverages
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Reunion Luncheon 
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Book Plates

Phil Masson
President

Member of the 

450 Squadron 
R.A.A.F. Association
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