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At the tender age of 50 | have become a Grandfather. After adiligent effort of several
years my youngest daughter and her husband have given birth to awonder known as a
Grandson. Michael Caleb Bojczuk took hisfirst breath on 29 October, 2006 and came
into the world at 7 pounds 6 oz. and was 20 inches long.

Mikie (as hewill be called | am told) is coming into aworld full of both great conflict
and great hope. In many parts of the world deliberate ignorance and intolerance are
causing untold strife, ecological ruin and untold suffering. Y et with al of thisthereis still
great hope for mankind. We have more, greater scientists and doctors alive today than we
have ever had in al of history.

In the next few years more inventions and progress will be made than in any previous
equivaent time frame in history. We are solving medical problems, finding alternative
energy sources, finding new ways to grow and distribute food. Remember that the
problem with starvation in the world today is not one of food production, it is one of food
distribution. We have decoded the human genome and seen to the end of the universe as
well as glimpsed its beginnings.



It is sad that a few (in the entire count of humans on the planet) people are causing so
much trouble in the World. The mgjority of usjust want to be left alone to raise our
families, worship as we seefit and just enjoy this great gift caled life. As | look down on
the sleeping face of my Grandson | see the future. | prefer the future where men treat
others as equals regardless of skin or belief. | prefer afuture where a person is judged by
who they are and what they do, not by their religion or skin color. | hope Mikie livesto
seeit.

We stand on the brink of either the abyss, where a continuing cycle of violence,
intolerance and ignorance drags us down to the apocal ypse, or the edge of paradise where
we provide for the needs of everyone and practice tolerance. It is our choice.

| know it sounds to be a contradiction but we cannot allow those who make intolerance a
mainstay of their belief structure to flourish, we must be intolerant of those who preach
ignorance as the way of salvation. Anyone who proposes to treat men as 13 year olds and
women as slaves has no place in modern society. Anyone who takes away choice and
substitutes blind faith where human life is devalued to the point that the worth of

innocent livesis measured in how many headlines you can receive from taking them must
be exiled to the damnation they deserve.

Holy books are not hammers to beat men into submission, but tools of persuasion. Too
many clutch the holy books in fevered hope that mere contact will save them, but neglect
to read what istruly inside them. Many believe that the words written inside are
intractable, immutable and unchangeable when even a short look at the history of the
books will show thisis simply not true. The context is what is important, not the words.
Many of the words have come down the ages through many minds and hands, going from
one language into another, into another, to get to the original words you would have to
see the original works and understand the original language and context in which they
were written.

| see ignorance and fear driving people to blind faith. Blind faith is easy, it requires no
thought. It is the questioning, seeking, thoughtful faith that is hard. The world isfilled
with infinite wonders that God in his wisdom guided and formed though the crucible of
evolution. He provided al of the needed clues for usto decipher his work throughout the
billions of years this universe has been in existence and provided us the tools through
intellect and curiosity to begin to understand them. We stand on the threshold of wonders.

| intend to seeto it that Mikieisraised as athinking, feeling and loving person who looks
beneath the surface of things for only when you are armed with truth and knowledge are
you truly free.



