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The year is 2048, and Samantha Curr sits by the bedside of her long-time life partner, Kerry.  The hospital is a government hospital especially dedicated to lesbians, and it is here that Sam finds herself re-telling hers and Kerry’s journey through life to a nurse monitoring Kerry’s vital life signs.

Sam and Kerry met in 1996 when Kerry was assigned to protect Sam. Sam’s mother, then a prominent Western Australian politician, is seeking to pass a law to ban mining of waters off Western Australian coastline.

Kerry has worked with the witness protection unit of the WA Police Force for many years and is one of their most experienced officers.  Sam, a young and naïve 23 year old schoolteacher, has no idea of her sexuality and beauty.

When Kerry is ordered to take Sam somewhere that not even her boss knows about, she can only think of her cabin in the bush, three hours from civilization.  Her boss suspects a leak in the unit and acknowledging how Sam’s death would have far-reaching consequences, he tells Kerry to disappear for a month.

Kerry is quite open with Sam about her sexuality, but assures her that she keeps her private and professional lives quite separate.  The story takes a twist when it is Sam who begins to acknowledge her growing attraction to Kerry.
After an assassination attempt on Sam’s life at the cabin, coincidentally occurring when one of Kerry’s best friends turns up, they are forced to move again, and Kerry is faced with the bitter knowledge that her friend, Margo, has betrayed her.

Whilst Sam watches over Kerry in the hospital, Dr Jocelyn Chang meets Det Pauline Crow, the investigating officer on the case of a young child found burning in a trash can.  The year is 2048, and the planet has changed.  

No longer are there borders and boundaries separating states or countries, and lesbians and homosexuals have found acceptance in society.

Jocelyn Chang has had a dreadful upbringing and is slow to trust and love, and Pauline has been out of the circle of relationships for ten long years.  They soon recognise something in each other which rekindles their faith in love.

Intermingled with their story, is Sam’s shock when she discovers that Pauline’s grandfather was the man who, so many years ago, set out to kill both her and her mother.

This novel is a refreshing read with small twists and turns that keep you interested in the storyline.  Basically, the novel is about love, relationships, trust and, finally, acceptance.
“Spanning over 50 years, this novel takes you on a journey of understanding and acceptance – in an ideal world, the future that Coleen Grundy describes is one that I hope we will reach in the near future.”

“A book is a private companion – John Morrow”

