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THIS is the modest Ulster
author whom critics have
labelled as "the new
Stephen King".
Gerald Tate, from Eden-
vale Crescent in east
Belfast, received glowing
reports in the United States
and Canada after the publi-
cation of his first novel.
The 52-year-old’s super-
natural thriller Cap-
pawhite sold out on
Amazon and is now being
considered for review by
Time-Life.
Gerald, who has also
written numerous poems,
only started his novel after
he lost his job as an aircraft
fitter with Shorts in Belfast.
He told Sunday Life that
he began writing to fulfil
his father’s last wish.

father was lying on his

Said Gerald: "When my cake
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death-bed he told me to
write a book and this is
what motivated me.

"I then had some time on
my hands after I lost my job
at Shorts and I just started
to write.

"It has taken me two
years — I still can’t believe
it has been published."

He added: "Once it was
published, it was put on the
Amazon book website and
the reaction was fantastic. I
have also received a great
response from family and
friends.

"Pm still a normal guy,
but I would love the book to
receive a good review from
Time-Life — that would re-
ally be the icing on the

e,
"I don’t know what will
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happen in the future but
P'm still going to keep writ-
ing. I can’t thank everyone
enough for supporting me."

Critics have compared
Gerald to Stephen King, the
legendary US horror writer.

The dad-of-two, who now
earns his living as a security

Laid-off aircraft fitter begins new chapter as successful author

guard, is planning a sequel
to Cappawhite.

Gerald said: "I was told
by one of the publishers to
start work on the sequel
straight away, because if

people were interested,
they would want to see a
follow-up.

"I started work on the
second book because of the
positive response I received
and it is going well. I am
working on it every day
now — I can’t wait to get it
finished.

"I don’t know what way it
will turn out, but if it gets
the same response as my
first book then I will be
very happy."

Cappawhite is published
by Derwent Press.
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