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MARIETTA, 12/3/01          Robert A. Mills of Marietta knew when he won his first writing competition it was just the beginning of a lifelong love for writing.

Mills, an avid history buff, recently published his first novel.

“The Better Angels” is the story of three Southerners Lamont Cranston, Marty Eden, and Anna Theresa Tortoretti during World War II. After buying a U.S. military surplus Jeep through an auction, the two young men find themselves in an adventure that takes them from a U.S. aircraft carrier as stowaways all the way to the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, NC, for Thanksgiving with President and Mrs. Roosevelt.

The story combines real-life events with fantasy, adventure and comedy to make for an intense and thought-provoking read.

Mills said the idea for the book came from several places.

“I knew some people who experienced some of these things. And I ran across some forgotten files at the Pentagon and came up with the idea from that.

“There is an entertainment value in it for people who like a rollicking good adventure,” he said. “It’s entertainment with some fact, some fiction and some fantasy at a time when this country was in utter wartime madness.  Not too unlike our present circumstances.”

Mills said the most difficult part of writing the book, which took approximately three years, wasn’t the writing at all.

“The hardest part is finding a publisher.  Or finding an agent who can find a publisher.  They may love the book but it’s just not what they’re looking for, whatever that means” he said. “It was difficult getting ‘The Better Angels’ published. We were turned down by dozens of mainstream publishers. A debut book, especially fiction, especially one that is 150,000 words long, is difficult to get someone to take a chance on.”

Currently, Mills is working on his second novel, a Civil War yarn.  “I’m about eight chapters into a first draft.”

With a working title of “Spending General Jackson,” the novel, as with “The Better Angels”, incorporates fact and fiction.

“If we can Save Private Ryan,” Mills said, “we can certainly afford to Spend General Jackson.  But there’s one thing about a book in progress: I neither show it to anyone nor talk too much about it. You tend to paint yourself into a corner when you do,” he said. “However, since you’ve asked, it’s about a particular incident in the Civil War concerning General Jackson that most people are probably unaware of, unless you’re a dyed-in-the-wool Civil War fanatic.”   

Mills said he is not sure when this second book will be out, but possibly as early as Christmas 2002.

Although “The Better Angels” is Mills’ first published novel, he has been writing since high school, when he won first place in Seventeen Magazine’s annual short story competition.   His short stories have also appeared in Canadian Forum and other literary magazines.

Furthermore, he has written three unpublished novels (“and they will stay that way!”) and he contributed most of the chapters in AccessAtlanta’s recent interactive Internet novel, “Atlanta Heights.”

“I’m not sure if anyone ever read it [Atlanta Heights] but I enjoyed working on it,” he said jokingly.

Mills enjoyed a 27-year career with the NBC-TV and radio affiliate in Rochester, N.Y., where he worked as a weatherman, news anchor and radio personality.  He was a household name in Western New York for over two decades

He and his wife, Christine, a faculty member at Georgia State and the American Intercontinental Universities, and their daughter Alexandra, who attends Lassiter High School, have lived in Marietta, GA, since 1993.

 

