As the events of September 11th unfolded before our eyes, we continued to watch and listen in disbelief, as a virtual war had been declared on our United States. 

American’s have been the recipient of a sucker-punch, a blow so severe that it temporarily brought us to our knees, causing reproach and accusation, heightened security, and misguided talk of revoking freedoms that we have already fought to secure.  

However, temporary is the key word.  As repeated throughout history, Americans will rise in defense of all that we hold dear.  The terrorists thought they could bring our system to a halt.  That did not happen.  Nevertheless, they did manage to accomplish something—they united Americans in a way that had been forsaken.  Americans value the ability to move about our great country, and thanks to our military presence in Afghanistan, we will continue to do so, though never with the relative ease of the past.  

9/11 has changed our attitudes, lifestyles, and our nation in ways we continue to learn, but we will go on.  

We have, and we will continue to weep, to mourn, and to struggle to make sense of the nonsensical, but above all else, we stand together—united—one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

