Perspectives

A friend sent me an email with some photographs of scale models of heavenly bodies, along with some Hubble photographs which I have also posted to the Internet in the past. He had his own comments, which I have modified and/or supplanted. I agree with him that these models give us a perspective that is often hard to grasp from “normal” observations. 

  

  

Earth looks pretty good next to our neighboring planets!  Who wants to live on Mars? Yuk!   [image: image1.jpg]Jupiter
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   Yikes! Some of those other guys in our Solar System are monsters! Real gas bags. [image: image2.jpg]c
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But they’re not too impressive when compared to the Sun! 

Space has been compressed to more readily show the relative sizes of the bodies. Wow! Imagine the energy radiated by the sun! From 93,000,000 miles away we get the energy that sustains life on earth. From this perspective it would take a powerful magnifying glass or a microscope to even identify features like Mount Everest, the United States or the Mediterranean Sea. But …    
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  … look at this! There are some “800 pound gorillas” out there when it comes to stars.  [image: image4.jpg]Betelgeuse
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… zoom out some more and ...  

Antares is the 15th brightest star in our sky. It’s more than 1000 light years away. Our Sun is only 1 pixel in diameter.  
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
The pictures above show some of the bodies in our Milky Way Galaxie.
NOW LET’S LOOK OUT A BIT FARTHER......... 

 BELOW IS A HUBBLE TELESCOPE ULTRA DEEP FIELD INFRARED VIEW OF COUNTLESS CLUSTERS OF STARS, MOST OF WHICH DWARF OUR SUN AND EVEN OUR MILKY WAY GALAXIE. THESE  "ENTIRE" GALAXIES  ARE BILLIONS OF LIGHT-YEARS AWAY. 
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In case one may be thinking this photo shows a good representation of what’s out there, take a look at the “close up” below. It is a magnification of one of the darkest regions of this photo.
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Would a further magnification reveal more galaxies? Or could it reach to a wall of the Universe, beyond which no more matter exists?  

From this unfolding perspective of the universe, how big do the things we daily argue over seem? When we zoom out from our personal worries, many problems just fade into obscurity, as the planets and even the Sun and stars do.    

The Universe is incredibly large and deeply imbedded in time, whereas the time for humans, individually and probably collectively, is incredibly short.
 
So, perhaps the best advice is …
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AND DON'T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF.
