INTEGRATING ETHICS INTO THE CURRICULUM OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

With the increasing number of environmental problems effecting humanity in manifold manners, there has been concerted effort to find significant  solutions to them amidst various  strata of human society. While some of  the problems have touched international borders, there are concerns which have  gotten global, and are effecting almost every individual’s life, such as ‘global warming’. . Besides efforts to make find of a solution  in technological ways , there are other socio cultural ways making ways to bring in respite from the problems. One of such concerted efforts is ‘Environmental education’, which is getting widespread in  making people aware of the growing  environmental problems  and how we may prevent them at individual, social or even global level. However, barely making a person or learner be aware of  problems or finding a solution in technological or  socio cultural manner_ such as learning about ‘Sustainable Development;i.e. safeguarding natural resources while utilizing them at the same time and a concept that fulfill the basic ethical quest  _ may not stop the process of polluting the atmosphere or degrading and destructing natural assets and therefore the threaten to them will remain perceivable as  human society is actually responsible for causing and let continue them.  Mankind, which is utlising nature indiscriminately for  development of society, is now at the threshold  of rationalizing and  making judgment of  well being of not only mankind but nature as well, as it is dependent on it for its own survival and therefore owns moral responsibility for the same. Therefore,it is time to integrate  ethical concept of  moral responsibility for having the ‘right’ on nature , human,’obligation’ towards it,  the ‘rights’ of the animals, or even the humacentric view of  ‘justice’ for safeguarding natural resources for future generations in the curriculum of Environmental Education. Only then it will achieve true significance in making society truly rational and  for upliftment of human values.
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