[image: image1.emf] 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER   START RIGHT NOW!     3283  Readers and counting     Please join our group of readers  and make a difference in America  and your life...     Join a grass root group in your  area that will change the course of  our history.     Hope, Love and Peace  for the  world and our future...     The Time for Change Is Now   We Are All ONE, Fight to make  it happen and help...     KEEP IT THAT WAY!  


What is the separation of church and state? What does it mean for religion, religious organizations and the government? Does it really mean anything for people personally, or is it only a function of large groups? What does it mean to be a separationist, accommodationist, or non-preferentialist?

The separation of church and state is perhaps one of the most misunderstood, misrepresented and maligned concepts in today's political, legal and religious debates. What just about everyone does agree upon, however, is that it is one of the most important liberties guaranteed American citizens...

Understanding the separation of church and state is complicated by the fact that we are using such a simplified phrase.

There is, after all, no single “church.” There are many religious organizations in the United States taking different names — church, synagogue, temple, Kingdom Hall and more. There are also many corporate bodies that do not adopt such religious titles but which are nevertheless controlled by religious organizations — for example, Catholic hospitals.

Also, there is no single “state.” Instead, there are multiple levels of government at the federal, state, regional and local level. There is also a great variety of government organizations — commissions, departments, agencies and more. These can all have different levels of involvement and different relationships with the aforementioned religious organizations. 

This is important because it underscores the fact that, in the “separation of church and state,” we cannot be talking about a single, literal church and a single, literal state. Those terms are metaphors, meant to point to something larger. The “church” should be construed as any organized religious body with its doctrines/dogmas and “state” should be construed as any governmental body, any government-run organization or any government-sponsored event. 

Thus, a more accurate phrase than “separation of church and state” might be something like “separation of organized religion and civil authority,” because religious and civil authorities are not and should not be invested in the same people or organizations. In practice, this means that civil authority cannot dictate to or control organized religious bodies. The state cannot tell religious bodies what to preach, how to preach or when to preach. Civil authority must exercise a “hands off” approach, neither helping nor hindering religion. 

Separation of church and state is a two-way street. It is not just about restricting what the government can do with religion, but also what religious bodies can do with the government. Religious groups cannot dictate to or control the government. They cannot cause the government to adopt their particular doctrines as policy for everyone; they cannot cause the government to restrict other groups, etc. 

The biggest threat to religious freedom is not the government — or at least, not the government acting alone. We very rarely have a situation where secular government officials act to repress any particular religion or religion in general. More common are private religious organizations acting through the government by having their own doctrines and beliefs codified into law or policy. 

Thus, the separation of church and state ensures that private citizens, when acting in the role of some government official, cannot have any aspect of their private religious beliefs imposed upon others. School teachers cannot promote their religion to other people’s children. Local officials cannot require certain religious beliefs on the part of government employees. Government leaders cannot make members of other religions feel like they are unwanted or are second-class citizens by using their position to promote particular religious beliefs. 

This requires moral self-restraint on government officials, and even to a degree on private citizens — a self-restraint which is necessary for a religiously pluralistic society to survive without descending into religious civil war. It ensures that the government remains the government of all citizens, not the government of one denomination or one religious tradition. It ensures that political divisions not be drawn along religious lines, with Protestants battling Catholics or Christians battling Muslims for “their share” of the public purse. 

The separation of church and state is a key constitutional liberty which protects the American public from tyranny. It protects all people from the religious tyranny of any one religious group or tradition and it protects all people from a government intent on tyrannizing some or any religious groups.
Afterward by Chris the Abducted Alien:

Well this is what I have believed since I was a young adult. But my position has always been to try and not pick sides...all the time. Unfortunately in my lifetime it has always been that way for me. What about you? The side I am picking now is with E... and Austin Cline.
From the Editor:

The reason it remains difficult to separate church and state is the fact that long before the constitution and Bill of Rights were written, the Church was the governing power.

Europeans came to the “New World” in part to escape religious persecution. But, they in turn persecuted the natives. They forced slaves to convert – and anyone found guilty of witchcraft was imprisoned or put to death in a variety of ways (hanging being the most common).

The Founding Fathers tried to rectify this, but it was after more than 200 years of conditioning.

Freedom to practice any religion (whether organized or not) is guaranteed by our government – and this is where the government’s involvement must end…unless hate crimes are committed on the basis of religion.

A Christian killing a Muslim (or vice versa) is a Federal Offense. Killing a person based on race, gender, religion, sexual preference, ethnic background, etc. because it is the law of religion cannot be tolerated.

One final note about the conversion – it does not work unless a person truly chooses to convert without coercion or fear. The slaves fooled their Christian masters. While it appeared that they were worshipping Christian Saints, etc…they were actually worshipping their own gods.

As for the co-worker who keeps sending things to you, I have one thing to say – do not listen to anything he says. I know that a person that thinks he cannot be deceived has been deceived beyond repair. These people are not worth the time for debating any issue.
The time for change is NOW, vote for Barack Obama as our next President of the United States!

That’s all for now folks...

With hope, love, and peace for our future, Chris the Abducted Alien
All comments are welcomed on any of my commentaries, critical or non-critical on my website under Contact the Author. 
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Editor Deon Paul


The person who let’s you have fun on the weekends...while I bring you the news...
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Your Right to Vote - Is It Under Assault? 
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Hillary Clinton on International Law
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Educate Yourself on Blackwater USA
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The War Over the Wonks
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VOTE FOR CHANGE IN OUR COUNTRY BARACK OBAMA





Separation of Church and State 





Note: This is a reply from a reader to a video I sent by e-mail of children singing the Battle Hymn of the Republic in a public school (I think) by E...:�


Sunday, February 10, 2008





When I was a kid, we had a wonderful hardbound poetry book at home and one of the pages had the Battle Hymn of the Republic and a very dramatic painting at the top of the page. I loved that book, and that page in particular and I used to sing the Battle Hymn by myself. I'm not kidding. Something about it really moved me. Still does.��That said I totally disagree with you about the appropriateness of the video and song that you sent being a good thing in public school...unless it was an after school, volunteer activity. I am a firm believer in separation of church and state. If there was even ONE child in that singing group whose religion is not Christian, or who felt uncomfortable for any reason being part of that program showing a Bible and a crucifix, that is one child too many.


�The founders of this country were perfectly clear about religious freedom....everyone should be free to worship as they please, provided it does not infringe on anyone else's freedom. And no person should ever have anyone else's religious belief imposed upon them. It is particularly cruel to expect children to "opt-out" of activities at school that conflict with their family's beliefs. (By the way, I went to a Catholic grade school, where something like this would have been totally appropriate)�


My 2 cents...by E...�


I do agree implicitly with what E...has commented. 





The e-mail I sent to my readers is from a co-worker that continues to show his conditioning in life by sending information to me he knows I will disagree with. I think he gets pleasure out of doing this. I in turn send it to my readers for feedback. To be truthful, listening to the children singing the battle hymn was beautiful. But I immediately felt saddened also because of what again the children are being conditioned to do and think, just like I was...





I could not have said it any better than E...in her reply to me. We continue to be inundated with information into our senses that allows us to think this is the way it should be, pulling at our heart strings because they are children or being given things to do because it would be unpatriotic not to do so. This is why America is in this mess today...





No reason to reinvent the wheel, I read this article by � HYPERLINK "http://atheism.about.com/mbiopage.htm" �Austin Cline��, and thought it was the best vehicle to address and agree to the comments made by E...
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 http://www.trdaniel.com/Battle%20Hymn/index.htm - Listen to the Battle Hymn by the children in public school.

2 http://atheism.about.com/mbiopage.htm - Bio for Austin Cline.


