Goodbye to the Double Standard . . . 
Posted February 27, 2008
Note: This is not my endorsement of Hillary Clinton. I think everyone needs to read both views, and I have lived through many of the comments made by Robin and have even agreed with her many times...but not with her views on Barack Obama however. I am currently in the process of writing a commentary to this article by Robin Morgan...Chris the Abducted Alien.
Robin Morgan
 wrote "Sisterhood is Powerful." She served as editor-in-chief of Ms. Magazine from 1989-1993.
--When a sexist idiot screamed "Iron my shirt!" at Hillary Clinton, it was considered amusing; if a racist idiot shouted "Shine my shoes!" at Barack Obama, it would've inspired hours of airtime and pages of newsprint analyzing our national dishonor.
How dare anyone unilaterally decide when to turn the page on history (as Obama says), papering over real inequities and suffering constituencies in the promise of a feel-good campaign? How dare anyone claim to unify while dividing, or think that to rouse US youth from torpor it's useful to triage the single largest demographic in this country's history: the boomer generation--the majority of which is female?

Older woman are the one group that doesn't grow more conservative with age and we are the generation of radicals who said "Well-behaved women seldom make history." Goodbye to going gently into any goodnight any man prescribes for us. We are the women who changed the reality of the United States. And though we never went away, brace yourselves: we're back! 
Though it took more than 50 years, we won the vote.  (We still only comprise 13% of elected office in this country. my words ED)[Who is ED???]

We are the women who now comprise the majority of US voters.
So listen to Hillary's own voice:
"It is a violation of human rights when babies are denied food, or drowned, or suffocated, or their spines broken, simply because they are born girls. It is a violation of human rights when woman and girls are sold into the slavery of prostitution. It is a violation of human rights when women are doused with gasoline, set on fire and burned to death because their marriage dowries are deemed too small. It is a violation of human rights when individual women are raped in their own communities and when thousands of women are subjected to rape as a tactic or prize of war. It is a violation of human rights when a leading cause of death worldwide along women ages 14 to 44 is the violence they are subjected to in their own homes. It is a violation of human rights when women are denied the right to plan their own families, and that includes being forced to have abortions or being sterilized against their will.
"Women's rights are human rights. Among those rights are the right to speak freely--and the right to be heard."

That was Hillary Rodham Clinton defying the US State Department and the Chinese Government at the 1995 UN World Conference on Women in Beijing (the full, stunning speech: http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/hillaryclintonbeijingspeech.htm <http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/hillaryclintonbeijingspeech.htm> ).

So goodbye to Hillary's second-guessing herself. The real question is deeper than her re-finding her voice. Can we women find ours? Can we do this for ourselves?  "Our President-Ourselves!" 

Me? I support Hillary Rodham because she's the best qualified of all candidates running in both parties. I support her because her progressive politics are as strong as her proven ability to withstand what will be a massive right-wing assault in the general election. I support her because she's refreshingly thoughtful, and I'm bloodied from eight years of a jolly "uniter" with ejaculatory politics. I needn't agree with her on every point. I agree with the 97 percent of her positions that are identical with Obama's˜ and the few where hers are both more practical and to the left of his (like health care). I support her because she's already smashed the first-lady stereotype and made history as a fine senator, and because I believe she will continue to make history not only as the first US woman president, but as a great US president.
As for the "woman thing"?

Me, I'm voting for Hillary not because she's a woman - - but because I am.

Goodbye to the toxic viciousness  . . .

Carl Bernstein's disgust at Hillary's "thick ankles." Nixon-trickster Roger Stone's new Hillary-hating 527 group, "Citizens United Not Timid <http://www.weeklystandard.com/Utilities/printer_preview.asp?idArticle=14617&amp;R=138F92C658> <http://www.weeklystandard.com/Utilities/printer_preview.asp?idArticle=14617&amp;R=138F92C658>  " (check the capital letters). John McCain answering "How do we beat the bitch?" with "Excellent question!" Would he have dared reply similarly to "How do we beat the black bastard?" For shame.

Goodbye to the HRC nutcracker with metal spikes between splayed thighs. If it was a tap-dancing blackface doll, we would be righteously outraged and they would not be selling it in airports. Shame.

Goodbye to the most intimately violent T-shirts in election history, including one with the murderous slogan "If Only Hillary had married O.J. Instead!" Shame.

Goodbye to Comedy Central's "Southpark" featuring a storyline in which terrorists secrete a bomb in HRC's vagina. I refuse to wrench my brain down into the gutter far enough to find a race-based comparison. For shame.

Goodbye to the sick, malicious idea that this is funny. This is not " Clinton hating," not "Hillary hating." This is sociopathic woman-hating. If it were about Jews, we would recognize it instantly as anti-Semitic propaganda; if about race, as KKK poison.

Goodbye to the news-coverage target-practice . . .
The women's movement and Media Matters wrung an apology from MSNBC's Chris Matthews for relentless misogynistic comments (www.womensmediacenter.com <http://www.womensmediacenter.com/>  <http://www.womensmediacenter.com/ <http://www.womensmediacenter.com/> > ). But what about NBC's Tim Russert's continual sexist asides and his all-white-male panels pontificating on race and gender? Or CNN's Tony Harris chuckling at "the chromosome thing" while interviewing a woman from The White House Project? And that's not even mentioning Fox News.

Goodbye to pretending the black community is entirely male and all women are white . . . 

Goodbye to conversations about this nation's deepest scar slavery which fail to acknowledge that labor and sexual slavery exist -- today in the US and elsewhere on this planet, and the majority of those enslaved are women, 44% of women who suffer death or battery do so in their own homes in this country.

Goodbye, goodbye to . . .
--blaming anything Bill Clinton does on Hillary (even including his womanizing like the Kennedy guys--) 

the notion that it's fun to elect a handsome, cocky president who feels he can learn on the job, Goodbye to George W. Bush and men like him-- the destruction brought by his inexperience, ignorance, and arrogance. 

Goodbye to the accusation that HRC acts "entitled" when she's worked intensely at everything she's done˜  including being a nose-to-the-grindstone, first-rate senator from my state.

Goodbye to some women letting history pass by while wringing their hands, because Hillary isn't as "likeable" as they've been warned they must be, or because she didn't leave him, couldn't "control" him, but kept her family together and raised a smart, sane daughter. 

Goodbye to a misrepresented generational divide . . .
Goodbye to the so-called spontaneous "Obama Girl" flaunting her bikini-clad ass online then confessing Oh yeah it wasn't her idea after all, some guys got her to do it and dictated the clothes, which she said "made me feel like a dork."

Let a statement by the magnificent Harriet Tubman stand as reply. When asked how she managed to save hundreds of enslaved African Americans via the Underground Railroad during the Civil War, she replied bitterly, "I could have saved thousands if only I'd been able to convince them they were slaves."

She's better qualified. She's a high-profile candidate with an enormous grasp of foreign- and domestic-policy nuance, dedication to detail, ability to absorb staggering insult and personal pain while retaining dignity, resolve, even humor, and keep on keeping on. 

(Also, yes, dammit, let's hear it for her connections and funding and party-building background, too. Obama was awfully glad about those when she raised dough and campaigned for him to get to the Senate in the first place.)

Goodbye to turning Barack Obama into a shining knight when actually he's an astute, smooth pol (think she meant politics here?) with speech writers who've worked with the Kennedys' own speechwriter-courtier Ted Sorenson. If it's only about ringing rhetoric, let speechwriters run. But isn't it about getting the policies we want enacted?
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