[image: image1.jpg]“Poetry Pants” is among Cagney King's works on display at the Crea'we Arts and Event Center in Greenfield.
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An eclectic vision

Cagney King flexes her
creative muscles at
Greenfield studio, gallery

By Emma Bowen Meyer
For The Herald Bulletin

GREENFIELD — Most people
don’t view jeans as art — nor would
they consider using powder sand
or discarded objects in then~ paint-
ings.

But Cagney King brmgs that
unique vision to her work and is
achieving success‘in a highly com-
petitive field. Using a variety of tex-
tures in her art brings additional
layers of complexity and interest
into everything she creates.

Renting studio space in the Cre-

ative Arts and Event Center in

Greenfield has brought King not
only creative space to concentrate,
but a gallery to display her works
and the support of other artists.

Opening a year ago, the building
accommodates CrazyLake Art
House Gallery on the ground floor
and the Artist Upstairs Studio
Group on the second floor.

“I think (King) is one of top three
most accomplished and mature

~ artists who stands ‘out in the
crowd,” said Jeanne Zeigler, fellow
artist on the second floor.

“She brings to her work a very
high level of skill as a painter and an
artist. She brings in the technical
skill, the aesthetics, and then she
manages to bring in complex levels
of meaning — which is very difficult
to do for a lot of people,” Ziegler
said.

As the featured artist at the
recent one-year celebration of the
Creative Arts and Event Center,
King won the People’s Choice
award for a painting of a robin’s
nest.
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Artist Cagney King stands next to her painting “Juarez Girls” at her exhibit, called
“E_= Eclectic Emergence,” at the Creative Arts and Event Center in Greenfield.

If you go
Cagney King's “E__ = Eclectic Emergence”
Where: Crazylake Art House Gallery, 2 W. Main St., Greenfield, at the corner of Ind. 9
and U.S. 40
When: Through April; the studio is open from || a.m.to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday
and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday
Web site: www.cagneyking.weebly.com

IDAYS » SPOTLIGHT

TOMORROW » FRIENDS & FAMILY — Replica of Capt. Kirk’s chair to open new ‘Star Trel’ movie locally.
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“Since just about the time I
could hold a pencil, I was one
of those kids where if it was
flat and had any white space
at all, I was going to write or
draw on it,” she said. “I had

° grandparents that were very

influential in pushing me to
stay focused but to also

explore my passions and be -

‘happy in life. Art has always
been a part of my life.”

Although King came close
to getting an art degree at
Ball State, she instead opted
for a more marketable
degree in telecommunica-
tions. She works full-time as
a marketing engineer at X-L
Marketing in Anderson. Her
home in Fortville is conve-
niently located halfway
between her workplace and
studio. : :

King mostly creates paint-
ings with mixed media, such
as crumpled newspaper, mar-
ble, powder and tile. Howev-
er, she admits to dabbling in
just about any art form,
including the creation of
small figurines for stop-
motion animation.

The use of consistent stu-
dio time has affected her
work by upping her produc-
tion and prompting a more
business-minded approach
o promoting her pieces to
the public. In addition to offi-
cially beginning a business
(King Studios), she treats
every event on the second
Friday of the month as an
open house and has estab-
ished a Web site.

“Now I'm painting and pro-
ducing more than I've ever
produced — and with a little
more confidence,” she said.
“I'm finding as I get older and
my artwork continues to
evolve and develop, there
seems to be more message
and communication behind
it, whether it be subliminal or
obvious. So it is more fulfill
ing than it ever was.”

“She puts a lot of thought
and emotion in her work,”
said Bob Hunt, owner of the
Arts and Event Center. “She
has a very broad range. Her
pieces really resonate with
people overall.”

“Cagney actually incorpo-
rates poetry into her painting

Cagney King’s painting “Life’s a Nest”

sary celebration at the Creative Arts and Events Center.

as an integral part of the
paint, the skill, the aesthetics
and the meaning,” Zeigler
said. “It engages people and
makes them go deeper.”

‘While King incorporates a
message in her artwork, she
admits that the message
changes as she paints. Some-
times the message taken
away by the viewer is com-
pletely different than the one
she intended — and she’s
okay with that.
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“I think the piece speaks to
me as I'm working on it,” she
said. “I do have a vision
ahead of time, but sometimes
that vision will take you on a
journey and sometimes itll
end up communicating with
people. It may not be your
intended message, but peo-
ple will see something and
immediately try to associate
it with themselves. And that’s
one of the things I love about
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won the People’s Choice award at the first anniver-

Some of her work has a
message so obvious that it is
unmistakable. Others aren’t
so much a message as a feel-
ing or emotion she wants to
portray. Either way, King is
not happy unless she is cre-
ating.

“This is something that is
inside of me,” she said. “As
long as I'm painting, I can
look forward to tomorrow. I
see things as a painting and it
just has to come out.”
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