Introduction: 
This is Richard Howardson presenting a research on Gender Issues.

When I started to do this research on my topic, I was searching for ideas and points to put in this project…how to make it more attractive. I was reading books, surfing world wide web for similar topics…articles etc. It’s not that I don’t have my opinion about the subject but that would be so limited and probably not so appealing, isn’t it? In the midst of my struggle to make it creative and more interesting using excerpts from different places, somehow I suddenly realized that this “Gender Issues” has been from bygone eras one of the major social issues not only in India but all over the world. And many people are actually well aware of it. Then I decided to pursue a realistic way…I mean interviewing real people rather than just stealing or borrowing pieces from already existing materials.

So basically my research is a collection of my thoughts, some already existing pieces and the statements of some other people including my friends.

As mentioned in "Looking for a better world" by Stuart J. Malkin, "Gender bias is as hurtful and destructive as any other bias."

Pondering about this topic I couldn't resist but recollect a research by Amanda Chapman of D' Youville College on "Gender Bias in Education". I remember when I was in school. "Sitting in the same classroom, reading the same textbook, listening to the same teacher, boys and girls receive very different educations". (Sadker, 1994)

In fact, upon entering school, girls perform equal to or better than boys on nearly every measure of achievement, but by the time they graduate high school or college, they have fallen behind.

Across the country, majority is the boys falling into trouble. They earn 70% of the D's and F's that teachers dole out. Ending up into juvenile court for some or other reason.

I mean seriously, how often do we hear about a girl being convicted for drug violation, or some murder or as small as stealing?!

In British Columbia, standardized testing indicates that girls outperform boys at all levels of reading and writing and in Alberta testing shows that girls, "significantly outperform boys on  reading and writing tests, while almost matching them in math and science."

The socialization of gender within our schools assures that girls are made aware that they are unequal to boys. Every time students are seated or lined up by gender, teachers are affirming that girls and boys should be treated differently. When an administrator ignores an act of sexual harassment, he or she is allowing the degradation of girls. When different behaviors are tolerated for boys than for girls because 'boys will be boys', schools are perpetuating the oppression of females.

When I was in high school, there was this teacher who I don't have any idea why hated to see a girl and a  boy talking with each other except about studies. I mean, what the hell is wrong with that? And she won't say anything to the boy but scolds the girl included!

Teachers socialize girls towards a feminine ideal. Girls are praised for being neat, quiet, and calm. whereas boys are encouraged to think independently, be active and speak up.

In our daily life, boys are taunted for throwing like a girl, or crying like a girl, which implies that being a girl is worse than being a boy. Assertive behavior from girls is often seen as disruptive by adults.

(Bailey, 1992) "The clear message to both boys and girls is that girls are not worthy of respect and that appropriate behaviour for boys includes exerting power over girls - or over other, weaker boys." Fuck that!

In our Indian society, people look at a widow with an eye of disrespect. Why can't they treat her as a normal woman...For goodness sake her husband his dead what's her fault in that?!!
From childhood it's been made clear to a girl what are the things she should do and most importantly what she shouldn't! For boys, it's a complete freedom...like "go explore the world, it's all yours."

Right from the time when a girl is born her mother decides her future....a pure feminine one. 'How many mothers dream her daughter to be a soccer player or a boxing champion' ? But why can't they is the one question I wanna ask them. The most important thing to succeed in life is attitude. What can a girl do if her attitude has been molded in such a way that she couldn't even imagine of doing all those things which boys do? From the time she starts to learn, she have been taught that she will always hold a lower position that a boy and that a girl is dependent on a boy or her family.
Here’s an interesting article I got on gender bias while I was searching for it in the internet.
A question of X or Y 

A child's destiny can be determined by as simple a circumstance as whether his or her father contributed an X or Y chromosome. Pink or blue clothes. Guns or dolls. The provider and the homemaker. Female infanticide. The patriarchal system. The purdah system. The premium on virginity. Dashing bachelors and aging spinsters. What are they all about? They all revolve around the issue of gender bias. The fact is that people are treated differently depending on their gender.  

Gender bias is so deeply ingrained in the system that the discrimination begins from the time a couple plans a baby. Today, science has advanced so far that it is possible to separate male and female sperm so as to predetermine the sex of a child. In some parts of the world the birth of a baby boy warrants a celebration whereas a baby girl may not be extended the same warm welcome. Despite the fact that India has crossed the billion mark in population, there will still be families with five daughters and the mother trying desperately to give birth to a son. 
  

Reinforcing gender bias 

If a boy cries, he is asked if he is a sissy. If a girl plays cricket, she is labeled a tomboy. Dr. Sushma Mehrotra, psychologist, recounts her experience. She says, "I know parents who were very upset because their five-year-old son brought a doll home. The child was just playing with a toy that happened to be a doll. They thought that the boy had a gender problem. The parents actually came for counseling, worried that the boy was showing such feminine interests." In this way, parents ingrain the idea into the minds of their children that behaviour can be gender-appropriate.  

Girls will encounter gender bias at almost every stage in their lives. Radha Shankar's father expects her to be home by eight in the evening, while no such restrictions are placed on her brother. Mr. Shankar says,"It's not that I don't trust Radha or that I think she will do anything wrong if I let her out of the house after eight, but the fact is that people will talk if a girl is in the habit of going out for late nights. I don't want anyone to say such things about my daughter. With my son it's different because boys will be boys." 

Dr. Mehrotra talked about the plight of educated women who are so frustrated because despite their qualifications, they are ultimately expected to fall into the traditional mould of wife, mother and homemaker. Take the case of Nalini Mansukhani. Her parents sent her to the best schools and she has done her MBA from a prestigious business school, but she is under intense pressure from them to get married. She says,"It doesn't seem to matter to my parents that I'm doing so well in my job and that I have certain career aspirations. Marriage just does not figure in my plan right now. And I just know that they will see no harm in my being expected to give up my career if my prospective husband makes that a condition."
  

Gender bias and men 

According to Dr. Mehrotra, " Femininity is restricted to girls." People tend to have a more indulgent outlook on girls acting like tomboys. However, the opposite is not true for boys. There is a stigma attached to a boy being effeminate. That is the reason why society has a tendency to doubt the masculinity of men who design clothes for women, or male make-up artists, or men who follow any profession that breaks away from the straight and narrow. Somehow, men who don't hold nine to five jobs with a salary cheque that puts food on the table are not deemed manly enough.  

While most people believe that gender bias favours men, men have their own cross to bear. Even in these so-called liberated times, men are expected to go out and earn their bread and butter. The option of staying at home and looking after the children while the wife goes out to work is not open to them. They have this option only if they have the strength to withstand the gossip, the ridicule and the general disapproval.  

Sujoy Matthew punctured his parent's balloon of expectation when he decided that he was not cut out to be a doctor, engineer, lawyer or an MBA. "I just don't know what I want to do with my life. I'm just trying out different things. I make enough money to cover my expenses so I'm happy. My parents have given up on me. They are embarrassed to tell people that I don't have a job and have even lied on occasion saying that I'm working or doing some course."  

Anup Singh moved into his wife's house after marriage. He says, "I haven't heard the end of it even from my friends. It's actually so simple. At this stage, neither my parents nor I can afford to buy a flat. My wife has a house, so I moved in. Women have been moving into their husband's houses for centuries and it's never been an issue. People have to be practical." 

Mrs. Khanna is looking for a groom for her daughter. She says,"I want my daughter to marry a man who can give her a secure future. I don't want her to ever worry about money or have to skimp and save." It would never occur to her that her daughter should be able to fend for herself.  

Women should be educated so that they can learn skills to support themselves. The choice to work or not to work thereafter should be entirely their own. There are innumerable stories of widows and divorcees who have found that they are clueless about their finances and how to manage them without their husbands. It is not that women are incapable. It is just that they have given up the choice to participate. 
  

Change begins at home 

Awareness about gender bias has slowly spread over time. But it will take a long time for this awareness to seep into the grassroots and translate into social change. The world has moved forward. Today, we have women astronauts, women prime ministers, even women wrestlers, but there are still millions of women who face these double standards at every juncture of their lives. Feminists have been shouting themselves hoarse, demanding equality for women. Some people believe that women and men can never be equal, just different. Yes, but different does not necessarily mean inferior or lesser in any way. Women must be provided equal opportunity and this is not a task to be left to the government or any organization or authority.  

Social change begins at home. Parents have to learn to adopt an androgynous attitude towards bringing up their children. They shouldn't panic if their son prefers to play with dolls or their daughters decide they don't want to marry till they are thirty. Parents need to give both sons and daughters the chance to live their lives free from the fetters of gender bias. 

This gender bias between a boy and a girl further leads to abusive behaviour towards girls. If a couple is married, the husband thinks that his wife is just a slave to him and he can make her do anything to which his wife is not supposed to resist because she is a woman and holds lower position. Is this some kind of ammendment of some constitution?! Maybe not for me but those girls…they are being taught from childhood that they hold less priority than boys. That they should lie low…always. 

And the man as they call themselves…take pleasure in showing power over them. Treating them as filths. Well actually I don’t blame them completely, it’s what they have been taught from childhood. They are brought up in such mentality.
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I understand, that girls and boys hold a specific place in this world. "Girls become a mother, boys are the ones who make them a mother!"

But that doesn't mean we should treat girls with inequality.

A man and a woman are like, the wheels of a cart, balancing it as it moves on. None should be weaker or stronger than the other or else the cart will collapse.
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And here's another major deal with genders. About "Homosexuals, Bisexuals, Transgenders..." People treat them like untouchables. 

Why?! They are no different than us. I feel a surge of anger rising inside me when people talk shits about them. Why treating them as different eh? They are humans, people love their pets more than these guys!

In India we see some transgenders roaming around on city roads or trains asking for money, talking rudely and misbehaving. That's why you hate them right? Have you ever gave a thought why they do all this? We make them do this. Our fucking limited mentality makes them do this. We treat them as outcasts, weird, freaks...people don't accept them in public...what option they are left with?

I tell you what, I have some homosexual friends. And there's this very close friend of mine who is a bisexual…and she’s better than most of the so called "normal" people that I know. I love them because of their nature. For me, they are as normal as any other human.

I asked one of my close friends, “Michael Riley” about how he feels about all this gender issue thing and he said:

"Well I remember school the same way the girls always out-performed the boys in most if not all subjects. And yes i believe that men are encouraged to become more successful and yes it is gender bias however as you were talking about at the start of your post boys and girls do learn differently and to change this we would have to change the way teachers teach to give everybody a chance to learn at the same speed. 
As for homosexuality, bisexuality, and transsexuals at first i was discussed and ignorant of them and i did shun there way of life to me it was not normal or natural but throughout my life i have had friends that have come out of the closet so to speak and after being friends with them for so long and i still remain friends with them i have learned that people are who they are and nobody is defined by there sexuality alone. I also believe People who use there sexuality as a crutch ask for the abuse they get they see them selfs as different and choose to make people feel uncomfortable and beg for money instead of rising above and persevering. My thoughts are gender bias has to be changed by the way mother and fathers treat there new born children and tolerance on who their children become and no matter what their sexual preference is their own thats how i will choose to raise my children."

My friend, Kelly, who is working as a part time model and fashion designer with New York Fashion Week witnessed a riot about the gay rights at her place. When I told her I needed her opinion for my article, she was more than happy to share;

“ I don’t know what’s wrong with the people. Why can’t they mind their own business instead of ruining other people’s life? I mean seriously, how hard is it to understand?!

If God has created them this way, who are we to decide their fate?

When I started my carreer as a model, I got Marc as my designer and make up artist. It was clear he was a gay. But that’s what I love about my industry, we don’t care. It’s the talent that matters.

And about Marc, he’s really sweet. That time I tell you, I couldn’t imagine one show without him.”
Recently there was some arguments going on about gay rights or gay marriage. And our Indian government legalised gay marriage. I was wondering how many people are really for it or against it and then I came across this guy “Chris” who is a graduate from the university of California  and is an anarchist. 
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 He had a really different opinion about this subject. He wrote;
"As far as the civil rights movement right now is concerned, gay marriage is at the top of the list, and as a strict civil libertarian, you may expect me to be in full support of the movement; however, I am 100% against gay marriage. Hold on now, don't start crying "bigot" or questioning my libertarian credibility. I fully understand the implications of such an issue position, but it's not all that simple.

All marriages in the US have been ordained by the state for the past hundred years or so. Now, since we are actually treating homosexuals like humans, the question raised is "why shouldn't gays have the same rights to get married as heterosexuals?"

And in truth, that's not a valid question at all. But why? If homosexuals and heterosexuals are to be treated equally under the law, shouldn't homosexuals be allowed to married? Gays and heterosexuals are or, at least should be, equal under the law, but this issue isn't about "equality" or "justice" in any sense of the word.

Let's say that a federal amendment was passed that allowed gays the same political, economic, and social status as straight. Shouldn't polygamists be also granted the same equality? I say so, but don't mistake me for a slippery slope theorist. Here's where the brunt of the matter comes down: what about those of us who are single? Where is our equality under the law? Why should the single, probably the most neglected political minority, have to pay higher taxes because we either can't or choose not to get married?

To fully understand what I mean, you obviously would have to understand what it means to be married, not from experience, but in a political sense. The law, as of now, sanctions the unionization of one man and one woman under which they are subject to different taxes and different social status. Notice the word different: the world is different politically and financially for those of us who are married. So anyone who is unmarried, be them homosexual or heterosexual or polygamist or other, faces different laws. This straight up nullifies the idea of equality under the law.

Prior to the aforementioned hundred years, the state was not involved in the unionization of couples. Why? Because they where (are) not allowed to be involved in such matters. The state doesn't have and never had any business in the marriage issue. Prior to the state becoming involved in marriage, churches of various faiths granted unions as affirmation of God's consent to the unionization. At the root of the issue is the question: what is marriage? The answer is simple: a religious (or social) institution by which two (or more) people are join into a union. Notice how the word  "state" is not included anywhere.

So let's say that marriage from the state is neither harmful nor beneficial to those who are wed. Everyone who wants to get married can; no one is having to pay more or less, but there is still one matter to be resolved: social status. Marriage comes with social status and so long as people are married, a social status will be juxtaposed upon it. As part of a free society, one could enter into a marriage and receive some social status in the same way a business person making lots of money earns social status. However, government allotting social status by way of civil unions or marriages undercuts idea of equality under the law. If we are to be equal under the law, the law should not be able to assign social status ie. the government should not be able to grant what gives us our social status.

The solution is simple, but no one is talking about it. The government should not be in any way be involved in marriage. The only proper place for governments in marriage is as the arbiter of contractual disputes if and when they happen. Every measure of government interference into marriage is a violation of the principle of equality under the law. The government has been violating this for over a century and all its actions into the matter are further violations. It just needs to get out! It needs to stop allocating any more of this different political, economic, and social status to anyone.

To anyone who is worried that gays, under church and social administration of marriage, would not be able participate in the institution, here's a quote from Ben Franklin: "Where there is marriage without love, there will be love without marriage." The truth is that you don't need marriage to have a meaningful relationship. The idea that you need others to sanction your relationship is archaic and harkens back to pre-Luther era religious zealotry. Yet all the more reason to get the state out of marriage as they are perpetuating the idea that love requires marriage while maintaining social partitioning."
Well there’s some interesting points he has put in.

At the end…I just wanna say that we are all human before anything else and that’s what we should remember foremost. Everyone plays different and specific role in life and no one holds more important position than the other. A cliché it might sound but remember the old quote, “Live and Let live”.

