The birthing of The House on Sunflower Road

This story had its early beginning in a memoir I wrote for a Life Stories Acting class I attended in 2010. Odella was a person who entered my life when I was six years old. She is a part of my life's history that stays fresh in my memory--even now.
Odella worried my mind after the short story was written and earned an Honorable Mention in Writer's Digest 80th Annual Competition. The House on Sunflower Road became Odella's life story in her words and I could do no other than write what jumped into my head and heart. She is such a wonder, and as I wrote, my admiration grew as she struggled to make sense of her life. She made sure I stayed on a truthful path concerning her weaknesses, her strengths, her yearnings, and how she treated the people in her life. I felt her approval as I put everything in place at the ending. And as I wrote the last few words, I heard her whisper in my ear, "You listened good."
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