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INTRODUCTION

This writing is dedicated to the memory and legacy of a man of God, that I’ve had the privilege to call my pastor, father, friend, and hero. Bishop William W. Tucker labored 27 years as Pastor of Bethlehem Temple Apostolic Church, until his death in 1992. He was a Bible Teacher extraordinaire, and though his presence seemed intimidating and his voice, loud and gruff, he was a kind and generous man. Bishop used many sayings when speaking about walking with God, and some were quite humorous in his unique way of expressing them. I have compiled many of them in my memories, having been under his pastorate for 24 years. I believe the Lord has inspired me to put down in writing these “golden nuggets” of the wit and wisdom of a great man of God. My desire is to present them with my thoughts on their meanings, and give a scriptural reference concerning it. I hope and pray that those who read it will appreciate the knowledge that God blessed this man who loved God and his people.

Elder Frederick L. Cuthbertson

1. “IT’S TIGHT, BUT IT’S RIGHT”

Bishop Tucker had a delivery when preaching the word that is best described as cut and piercing, and not pleasing to the flesh. He reminded us that to make it to heaven requires full obedience to God’s word, slipping and sliding just won’t do. (See Jeremiah 23:29; Hebrews 4:12)

2. ”A FORWARD CAT, GETS HIS HEAD CRACKED”

Sometimes in our haste to do things, we act before we think and fall into trouble. Also the saying, “ curiosity killed the cat,” refers to one not minding their own business, and becoming a ”busybody” in other men’s matters. It brings problems unexpectedly in one’s life. (See II Thessalonians 3:11; 1 Timothy 5:13 also Proverbs 25:12)

3. ”MEAN WHAT YOU SAY, AND SAY WHAT YOU MEAN”

In a time of much irresponsibility and denial of what is said, whether it be from high officials or common people, the need to be truthful and honest is essential for the child of God. ”You’re only as good as your word,” the saying goes, and one’s character is often judged by whether or not he lives up to his word. A person who makes bold and declarative statements, and never acts on them becomes small in the eyes of others, and his’ word becomes meaningless. He is no longer to be trusted. (Proverbs 8:8-9; 15:23; Matthew 12:36)

4. ”PROCRASTINATION IS THE THIEF OF TIME”

We fall into problems unnecessarily when putting off things that need immediate attention. Whatever has to be done for the present cannot wait for tomorrow, because there’s no promise we will live to see it. (Proverbs 27:1; James 3:5)

5. ”THE WAY UP WITH GOD, IS DOWN”

If one desires to be blessed of God, he must learn to be of a humble spirit for God does not call the proud and haughty. People who are vain and full of themselves can never be used effectively by God. Their pompous attitude gets them in constant quarrels with others. (Psalms 24:4; Proverbs 11:2; 13:10; 16:18; 21:4)

6. ”WHAT YOU DO IN HASTE, YOU’LL REPENT IN LEISURE”

Decisions that are made without proper counsel or through stubbornness can lead to many disappointments. Acting impulsively with no prepared plan or on a spur of the moment brings disaster and heartache to one who follows such a path. Some decisions may affect a person for a day; others like getting married can last a lifetime. Woe to the one who made the wrong decision, for he has a lifetime to regret it. (Proverbs 14:29; 29:20; Ecclesiastes 5:2; 7:8-9; Hebrews 12:16-17)

7. ”FOOLS RUSH IN, WHERE ANGELS FEAR TO TREAD”

Like No. 6, this statement deals with doing things hastily without thought. A fool is not one who is mentally deficient or lacks intelligence, but is driven by carnal desires that leads to constant trials due to unwise decisions. Bishop said when a person lives in the flesh; he’s liable to do anything an unsaved man would do. (Proverbs 12:15-16; 14:9,17; 18:6-7; 20:3)

8. ”FLATTERY WILL GET YOU NOWHERE”

Flattery is defined as praising one too much in an insincere way in order to win favor with that person. Flatterers are shrewd manipulators and opportunistic in their pursuit of “preying” on victims for personal gain. They use their “gift of gab” to influence people to believe they’re well thought of, as well as luring them into false security with “acts of kindness.” Such people are like a “slithering snake in the grass,” winding themselves around their prey, squeezing the life out of them. Excessive flattery leads to plain lying, and once they’re exposed their fortunes tumble like a stack of cards. (Psalms 5:9; 12:3; 78:36; Proverbs 20:19; 26:28; 29:5; also Job 32:21-22)

9. ”NO ONE DOES WRONG AND GET BY”

When saints decide to follow the wrong path, and ignore the word of God, they suffer dire consequences as a result. There are those who become stiff-necked and hard-hearted and feel they could do anything without giving an account of their actions. It catches up to them in the long run, as they reap what they sowed. (Proverbs 1:22-32; 13:15; 29:1,6; Romans 6:23)

10. ”WHATEVER YOU DO, BE HONEST”

This was the most quoted saying that Bishop Tucker preached and taught, for if one couldn’t be honest with himself, he will not be with God or with people. Uprightness and sincerity is a must for every child of God, and to do less is living beneath one’s privileges. (Psalms 26:11; Proverbs 11:3; 20:7; Romans 12:17; 13:13; Philippians 4:8;Hebrews 13:18)

11. ”IF YOU MAKE YOUR BED HARD, YOU HAVE TO LIE IN IT” 

Similar to No.6 and 7, this saying involves making decisions against better judgment, and suffering the pain of accepting the consequences. Regretfully when one acts on emotions rather than practical principles, disappointments usually is the result. (Proverbs 3:5; 11:14; 13:15; 14:12; 28:26; Isaiah 47:8-11)

12. ”DON’T READ ON THE LINE, BUT READ BETWEEN THE LINE”

It is sad that virtues like honesty and sincerity are in short supply in today’s society, and even in the church it is found lacking among the saints. People won’t give straight answers, but try to hide what they mean by double-talk and subtlety. They fail to see that the spiritual-minded person can discern through the camouflage and determine their falsehood. (Proverbs 14:15; Psalms 12:4-5; 52:2-4; I Corinthians 2:15; Hebrews 5:12-14)

13. ”DON’T GIVE THE DEVIL A BASEBALL BAT TO HIT YOU WITH”

Once God saves a person, the Devil declares war on him and is determined to bring one back under his power. He looks for signs of weakness and opportunities to take advantage of a believer, when they’re not vigilant. We must strive to always be conscientious, for if we give in to our flesh, the Devil is there to embarrass us and make us ashamed. (II Corinthians 2:11; Ephesians 4:27; 6:11-18; James 4:7)

14. ”SOME PEOPLE CAN’T STAND PROSPERITY”

Bishop Tucker’s teaching on this subject was that it is better if some people remain poor for the drastic change in personality that occurs when they become blessed with material things. When they had nothing they faithfully attended church, gave liberally of what little they had, and were pleasant to everyone. But once blessed, they’re too busy for church, too stingy to give, and act ugly when approached. We were reminded to “never forget where God brought you from” (St. Luke 12:15-21; I Timothy 6:6-11; St. Matthew 6:19; James 5:1-6)

15. ”THE DEVIL SITTING CROSSLEGGED AMONG YOU”

When a congregation is not on one accord whether in worship or spiritually in relationship to one another. This was a phrase that Bishop used in describing the situation. God’s blessings cannot be received if the people are not together. One who stops praying and being led of the Spirit makes himself an easy prey for the Devil. (Proverbs 14:34; 29:18; II Timothy 2:25-26)

16. ”GETTING TIRED OF HYPOCRITING”

The problem with hypocrisy is that when things are seemingly going right as a result of being pretentious, like a drug, it lures one into false security. Thinking he’s got it made through his deception, life suddenly takes a turn for the worse; he becomes miserable trying to maintain a positive front before others. Two choices await him, confess and get right with God, or leave the church and live the life of a sinner. We must be real when serving God. (Job 20:5-29; Proverbs 11:9; 23:7; 26:25; St. Matthew 23:28; I Peter 2:1; Hebrews 11:25)

17. ”FOLK ARE FOLK, AND GOING TO BE FOLK”

It’s a universal fact that people regardless of race, creed, or national origin share many similar traits and responses in their relationships. We’re neither angels nor devils, but humans made in the image of God and right or wrong will react the same no matter the situation. (Psalms 8:4-6; 139:14;Acts 17:24-26; Romans 10:12) 

18. ”DON’T BE A GARBAGE CAN FOR ANYBODY”

Talebearers and gossipers are major disruptions in the church; those who love the Lord should steer clear of them. The saying, ”a dog that brings a bone will carry one,” aptly describes such persons who indulge in this kind of mischief. They have no concern about the welfare of the church. (Proverbs 11:13; 17:9; 18:8; 26:20-28; I Peter 4:15)

19. ”WALK WITH GOD IN THE SUNSHINE, HE’LL BE WITH YOU IN THE RAIN”

The Christian walk is often misconstrued as a problem free existence and easy to live by. The reality of the scriptures tells us otherwise; there are hardships and suffering in the life of one that walks with God. The word gives us the assurance that God will never leave us during hard times. (Psalms 23rd and 27th chapters, St. Matthew 18:20; 28:20)

20. ”NO SWEETHEARTIN’ IN THE CHURCH”

Bishop Tucker was a staunch advocator of the sanctity of marriage; divorce was not in his vocabulary. He stressed the need of couples reconciling together when problems arise, and telling them there’s nothing too hard that the Holy Ghost can’t solve. “Sweethearting” as he called it refers to those who carry extramarital affairs, and singles who indulge in long-term relationships with no intentions of marrying one another. Such activities are clearly against God’s word and bring a reproach to a church. (Proverbs 6:24-33; 23:26-33; 30:20,23; I Corinthians 6:15-20; 7:1-3,8-14,27-28; also Mal.2:14-16; Matthew 5:27-28)

21. ”MORE NERVES THAN A BRASS MONKEY”

This phrase speaks of one who is stubborn, ornery, and arrogant and refuses to hear instruction on what’s right. Such a person runs headlong into disaster with no regard to himself or others. (Proverbs 29:1; I Timothy 6:3-5; also Ecc.8:11-13)

22. ”TRYING TO BE A MISS ANN”

A person, who is vain, proud, and pompous, fits the description of this term given by Bishop. One who is materialistic, and possesses a smug attitude towards others will have many difficulties entering God’s kingdom. (Proverbs 14:3; 16:8,18-19; 21:4; 28:25; II Timothy 3:1-5; I John 2:16)

23. ”YOU CAN JUMP AS HIGH AS BILLY PENN’S HAT, BUT WHEN YOU COME DOWN LIVE HOLY”

The term illustrates the need to live right when serving God, and how singing, dancing or shouting is meaningless without a godly life being reflected. Bishop Tucker used the statue of William Penn atop the City Hall Tower as a metaphor to show the danger of being inconsistent in our lives. (St. Luke 6:46; Romans 2:1; Titus 1:16; James 3:10; Ecclesiastes 5:1)

24. ”TAKE CARE OF THE HANDS, YOU DON’T KNOW WHOSE HANDS YOU MIGHT FALL INTO”

The teaching here was concerning how saints ought to treat one another as saints. Jesus’ saying, ”as you would that men should do to you, do you also to them,” is meant in a positive and godly way. The Bible tells us that what you sow that shall you also reap; mistreatment of a fellow saint can only bring bad repercussions at reaping time. You could fall in the hands of one who shows no mercy as a result of being unkind to another. Don’t dish out what you can’t take. (Job 4:8; Proverbs 6:14; 16:28; 22:8; Hos.8:7; Galatians  6:7-8)

25. ”TWO TYPES OF PEOPLE GOD DON’T CALL” 

According to Bishop, they’re “lazy” and “stingy people” that God will not call to build his kingdom. They’re hangers-on who are stumblingblocks to the growth of a church. Excuse making and complaining seems to be their expertise, and they bring a foul spirit to any service. (Proverbs 18:9; 19:24; 21:25; 24:30-34; Ecclesiastes 10:18; Proverbs 11:26; 25:19; James 2:5-8,14-16)

26. ”LOOKING SPIT-EYED AT SOMEBODY”

Facial expressions and body language tell a lot about what’s going on in a person, that words can’t convey. Harboring hostilities towards anyone is unbecoming as a saint of God, and like the saying "what’s in you will soon come out of you.” We should always present a pleasant countenance. (Proverbs 23:6-7; Isaiah 33:15; St. Matthew 5:29; Mark 7:22; Luke 11:32-34; 1Samuel 18:7-9)

27. ”KINFOLK SALVATION”

It’s amazing that people who are the most critical of the ”wrongs” of others, are so lenient when the same wrongs are found among members of their own family. The true test of a believer is not standing for God in the midst of a sinful world, but in the confines of one’s own home. There’s no greater “peer pressure” than the one exacted by a family who holds an opposing view from the one who trusts God. We cannot compromise the standard of God to please our loved ones, when they are wrong. (Mark 3:31-35; St. Matthew 10:34-40; St. John 7:1-5; also Deuteronomy 27:19; Amos 3:3; I Timothy 5:27-28; I John 3:8, 10)

28. ”PEOPLE DO WHAT THEY WANT TO DO” 

No matter how much preaching and teaching a church receives there’s always a segment of people who march to the beat of their own drum. Nothing seems to move them to “spruce up” spiritually, and they have a schedule all their own when coming to church. Some are pleasant and others downright uncouth. (Proverbs 12:15; 13:13,15,18,20; 14:9,12; Romans 1:18-32; also Psalms 9:17; Hebrews 10:25)

29. ”IT’S TOO LATE WHEN THE DEVIL GET’S YOU”

As a follow-up to No.28, this phrase deals with the aftermath of what occurs to an individual who disregards God’s word. Some will repent and get their lives right with God, but others having become self-willed and hardened lead to a tragic end. (Romans 1:21-32; 8:5-9,12-15; Ephesians 4:17-19; 5:5-8; II Peter 2:3)

30. ”CROOKED AS RIDGE AVENUE IS STRAIGHT”

People, who spend their time living carnally, will never grow in the Lord. Being dishonest and conniving can only bring shame to the one following this contrary path. Like Ridge Avenue their lives take winding turns instead of a straight path. (Psalms 125:5; Proverbs 2:12-15; 4:19; Hebrews 12:12-13)

31. ”LET ME SEE YOUR MOTIONS, TRA, LA, LA, LA, LA”

We are familiar with the saying that, ”actions speak louder than words ”and truly if a saint of God wants to maintain a good name they must “do” and not just ”say.” Talking a good talk without a “good walk” will not sway the discerning person from knowing that you’re not sincere in what you say. (Proverbs 12:19,22; Ephesians 4:25; I Timothy 2:2; I Peter 2:12)

32. ”YOU LOVE ME? PROVE IT! PROVE IT!” 

The word ”love” has been much maligned today and haphazardly tossed about in our conversation. The true meaning has been lost due to carnality and worldliness, and many relationships have broken up because of it. There is a selfish spirit among us that is misleading people to believe that as long as they’re on the receiving end of being treated right, that’s love. They don’t feel obligated to reciprocate in kind, and get insulted if you don’t meet their satisfaction. The Bible speaks of the ”agape” or godly love we should have for one another. A well-known poem reads ”love isn’t love unless it’s given away.” (Matthew 22:39; John 13:35; 15:12; Romans 12:9; I Corinthians 13th chapter Ephesians 6:24)

33. ”MAKING HEAVEN TOO HIGH, AND HELL TOO HOT” 

Sometimes in our zeal to witness to people about salvation, we can become harsh and judgmental in attitude of presenting Christ to them. Hellfire sermons don’t move people as they did in time past, and imposing upon sinners to behave as saints is futile. Christ gave the best example in his showing love to the people, and they responding to his word. We must display the same spirit. (Proverbs 12:25; 15:23; 25:11; Isaiah 50:4; I Corinthians 4:20)

34. ”GONE TOO FAR, STAYED TOO LONG, AND CAN’T GET BACK”

The plight of the backslider is never pleasant, and when he comes to himself and wants to get right with God, often it’s too late. (Proverbs 14:14; Isaiah 1:4; Luke 9:62; 11:26; Matthew 24:12; Galatians  4:9; II Timothy 3:13; Hebrews 12:15-17; II Peter 2:20)

35. ”STRIKE WHILE THE IRON’S HOT”

It’s best to take advantage of opportunities that will help you in being blessed when presented. Putting off till another time may not be wise, for some opportunities come once in a lifetime, and if missed can bring heartache to the one who lost out. (Proverbs 10:22; 11:3, 5, 8,17,31; 22:9)

36. ”BETTER TO BUY A TOY AT THE FIVE AND DIME AND PLAY WITH, THAN TO PLAY WITH GOD”

If there’s ever a time to be real for God its now, with the immorality, hypocrisies, and contentions going about in the churches today. There’s no time Bishop used to say to “stop and pick flowers,” but to “get down” to the reality of serving God. Playing church is not the answer and putting on a form of godliness will not justify one before God. (Ephesians 5:5-7; II Thessalonians 2:10-12; Hebrews 12:29; II Peter 2:12- 22)

37. ”USING THE CHURCH LIKE A SPIRITUAL ASPIRIN TABLET”

Similar to No.36, this phrase shows how people who are lukewarm in spirit will display piety and sanctimony in worship to appear ”righteous” before men. They’re hypocritical and deceitful in nature, and deceived in believing that coming to church makes them right. All they’re doing is soothing their guilty consciences. (Job.8:13; 27:8; Isaiah 9:17; Matthew 6:2, 5, 16; 23:24-28; James 3:14-17)

38. ”SANCTIFIED PEOPLE ARE THE MEANEST, FILTHIEST, AND LOW-DOWN PEOPLE ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH”

This harsh statement made by Bishop Tucker has been for years the most difficult for me to accept. Being naive and young in the Lord, I’ve thought everyone who is saved was striving to live right like myself. But as the years went and I matured by my experiences dealing with people, I’ve learned that my most grievous moments came at the hands of saints. One learns that his greatest hurts will come in the church, rather than the world. (Psalms 41:55:12-15; Mic.7:6-8; Job 16:20; 19:19; II Corinthians 11:26; II Timothy 4:16; Zechariah 13:6)

39. ”DON’T LIVE IN A CRAMP, GO TO HELL CADILLAC STYLE”

There are no real benefits trying to live a double life, and putting up a façade to impress people. You can’t have the world and the church too; if one wants the pleasures of the world, it’s better to go all the way with the world, than to live in a “strait” in church. Enjoy all the luxuries of life since the judgment of God will be your end. (Mark 4:19; Luke 16:19-31; Psalms 49:10-14; Proverbs 23:5; 27:24; Ecclesiastes 2:10-11; I Timothy 6:9-11; Matthew 6:24)

40. ”EAT THE FISH, BUT DON’T SWALLOW THE BONES”

Anyone who has eaten fish with bones and accidentally swallowed some, knows how unpleasant it is when it causes one to choke. As saints of God we’re reminded to “eat” the word of God, and avoid false doctrines and philosophies of men. Eating the wrong things such as gossiping and hearsay can also impede one’s spiritual growth. (Matthew 16:6-12;Job 23:12; Jeremiah 15:16; Galatians  2:4; II Peter 2:1-2; Col. 2:8)

41. ”IF YOU RUN FROM THE LION, THE BEAR WILL GET YOU”

Usually when failure to do what is necessary takes place, we tend to shun responsibility for our actions. When calamities come as a result of our negligence, instead of acknowledging our faults, we cover them. Hiding It only leads to other problems that soon overwhelms us. The phrase ”Honesty is the best policy” still rings true today. (Amos 5:19; 9:2-4; Proverbs 11:21; Jeremiah 11:11; I Thessalonians 5:3; Hebrews 2:3; 12:25)

42. ”SMILING IN YOUR FACE, BUT STABBING YOU IN THE BACK”

As saints of God, we are taught to trust and love one another, and unlike our past life in the world, we drop our defenses in relating to each other. Unfortunately when one becomes carnal, he can inflict great harm to the saint who has trusted him. People need to realize that to hurt a fellow saint, is to hurt Christ, for we are members of the same body. The consequences can be severe to the offender. (Matthew 25:41-46; Luke 17:1-2; I Corinthians 8:9-12; Galatians 5:12-13; 6:7-8; II Thessalonians 1:6; Hebrews 2:1-3; 6:4-6)

43. ”TRYING TO PULL HEN’S TEETH”

Describing the difficulty of getting people to understand God’s word or to live right; can indeed be like pulling ”hen’s teeth” since hens don’t have any. One can’t be made to live right. People who are stubborn and self-willed dig themselves into a snare that they can’t get out of. (Jude 4,8,10-13; Luke 16:13; James 1:8)

44. ”LAY DOWN WITH DOGS, RISE UP WITH FLEAS”

Being associated with persons who are carnal and unsavory will only stifle the walk of one whose intentions are to please God. Whether they’re friends or relatives, if God is not top priority in their lives, they can only bring you down. Those have ruined many a good reputation of saints who were sincere, and they should be avoided at all costs. (Psalms 1; Proverbs 4:14; 22:24; 23:6-7; 24:1; 28:7; 13:20; I Corinthians 5:11; Ephesians 5:11-12; I Timothy 5:22)

45. ”PLAY WITH THE DEVIL, HE’LL KILL YOU”

In war, corroborating with the enemy carried a severe penalty for an offender, even death. When saints “fool around” with the devil’s tools and indulge in worldly pursuits and pleasures, it leads to disaster for the victims. Like the saying, ”if you dance to the music, the piper must be paid.” (Luke 21:34-36; II Corinthians 11:3,13-15; I Thessalonians 5:1-4; I Peter5:8)

46. ”SCALDING A MONKEY WITH ICE WATER”

This odd-sounding phrase given by Bishop Tucker, was his way of describing slick and smooth talking individuals, who connive their way among the saints. They seek personal gain and positions through the Church by craftiness and cunning, and are convincing in the things they pronounce to win people over. Great care and discernment must be exercised to “weed” them out. (I Corinthians 2:4; II Peter 2:18-19; Romans 3:13; also Psalms 101:5; II Corinthians 12:20-21; I Peter 2:1; Jude 16. Ecclesiastes 8:11-13)

47. ”BE CAREFUL WHO YOU TALK TO ABOUT SOMEBODY, HE MAY BE THAT PERSON’S FRIEND”

James, in his epistle writes about the dangers of an untamed tongue and the damage it can cause to one afflicted by it. Those who are carried away with gossip, rumors, and hearsay have ruined a reputation. Many have been wounded or left the church due to the insensitive conduct of such people who bring division, instead of harmony. Discretion should be invoked before a statement is said about anyone, and consideration to the person being talked to. (Proverbs 11:9,12-13; 12:18; Ephesians 4:31; 5:11-12;Titus 3:2; James 4:11; I Peter 2:1)

48. ”DON’T HAVE A LEG TO STAND ON”

The problem with saints who follow the carnal path is, to do and live right carries responsibilities they’re not willing to measure up to. They rather wallow in the muck and mire of mediocrity and hide in the midst of the congregation, thinking there is none to notice. Sooner or later their sin catches up and exposes them before all with no excuse. (Joshua 6:18; 7th chapter ; Job 15:34; Psalms 1:5; 26:5; Luke 14:18; Col.3:25; I Timothy 5:23)

49. ”ENDING UP BEHIND THE EIGHT BALL”

Making unwise decisions without understanding the situation, can lead to many problems. Better to listen to one who’s been through similar experiences to help you avoid such troubles. (Proverbs 9:6,9; 15:31-32; Luke 8:15; James 1:19; 4:17; Revelation 2:11; also Psalms 10:5; 50:17-21)

50. ”A BAD HAIRCUT IN THE DEVIL’S BARBERSHOP”

This was the theme to one of many sermons preached by Bishop Tucker, dealing with the story about Samson and Delilah. The book of Judges, chapters 16 and 17, tells us how the Philistines paid Delilah to learn the secret of Samson’s great strength. After much persistence, he succumbed to her charms and revealed his secret, and while asleep, she cut his locks of hair and rendered him helpless. He was then made an ”object” of ridicule before the Philistines. The lesson tells us we must be ever vigilant, or the Devil will likewise “strip” us of our power. (Proverbs 7:6-27; Matthew 26:41;Luke 8:13; I Corinthians 10:13)

51. ”IF YOU STAND UP, GOD WILL SHOW UP”

In the midst of test and trials, the believer must persevere in order to become strong in the Lord. To be fainthearted only gives the enemy the means to overtake and defeat you. (Jud.7:1-3; Proverbs 24:10;Isaiah 40:29-31; Luke 18:1; II Corinthians 10:3-6; Galatians 6:9; Ephesians 6:10-18)

52. ”THERE’S JUST AS MUCH SIN WEARING A LONG DRESS, AS IT IS A SHORT ONE”

Modesty of dress as Paul writes to Timothy in I Timothy 2:9, is defined as that which is proper and decent. Though a church has the prerogative to enforce a “dress code” for its members, problems arise when more attention is given to “appearance” than the “conduct” of the people. A church can become judgmental and self-righteous in attitude towards anyone that doesn’t conform to their way of thinking. Jesus was concerned about the condition of a man’s heart, and not what he wears. (I Samuel 16:7; Matthew 6:25; 7:15; 23:23-26; Luke 20:46; John 2:24-25; 7:24; Romans 14:1-5,17; also I Timothy 3:15; I Peter 3:3-4)

53. ”IT’S A BARNUM AND BAILEY WORLD; AS PHONY AS IT CAN BE”

In the entertainment world, things are created to amuse, excite or titillate the senses. Events are advertised on the order of being spectacular to lure people in to see it, and illusions mesmerize others to believing that things are not what they appear to be. Likewise in church, things can be not what they appear, as there are ”acts and performances” being done just like in a circus. (John 15:19; 17:9,16; I Corinthians 2:6-8; 7:31; James 4:4; I John 2:15-17; also Psalms 101:7; Proverbs 27:6; Jeremiah 17:9; II Corinthians 11:13)

54. ”YOU CAN’T GET NOTHING OUT OF IT, UNLESS YOU PUT SOMETHING IN IT”

In the sowing and reaping principle, what you plant will produce a harvest that can be good or bad depending on how you planted the seed. One can’t expect an abundance of fruits, if he plants nothing. (Matthew 13:3-23; II Corinthians 9:6,11; James 3:18)

55. ”EVERYBODY CAN’T BE TELLING THE SAME LIE”

When there’s a disturbance among the sheep, a groaning sound can be heard among the fold indicating trouble. In a church an undercurrent of problems can be known by a number of individuals that may be denied by others. You can be sure if more than one is seeing the same thing, it’s bound to be true. (Deutoronomy17:6; Proverbs 14:5,25; 19:28; Matthew 18:16)

56. ”IF EVERYONE PLEADS HIS OWN CASE, NO ONE WOULD BE HUNG”

The lack of taking responsibility for one’s actions, is an increasing problem in today’s church. Instead of humbling himself to confess wrong, he either blames others or rationalizes his error. Trying to save ”face” in light of blatant wrong is useless. (Proverbs 12:15, 19, 23; 30:12-13; Isaiah 5:21)

57. ”IT”S EITHER HOLINESS OR HELL”

Bishop Tucker was dogmatic when it comes to God’s truths, and ”holiness” was one of them. Holiness is not a denomination, but the very nature of God and what he required of his people. The scriptures are clear on the choices one must decide on where he spends eternity. (Romans 6:22-23; II Corinthians 7:1; Hebrews 12:14, 25-29; I Peter 1:15-16)

58. ”THAT DON’T AMOUNT TO A HILL OF BEANS”

Too often the thing we should be concerned about is neglected, and we get involved in matters that prove to be of no value to us. As saints we must put our priorities in proper order, starting with God and then with others. (Psalms 127:1-2; Proverbs 3:5-6; 13:15; Ecclesiastes 2:10-11; Matthew 6:25-34)

59. ”PEOPLE WILL TELL YOU ANYTHING, IF THEY THINK YOU’RE DUMB”

It is often said “you can’t judge a book by its cover,” and truly first impressions of a person can be assumed without knowing that person. People who maintain a carnal perception can misjudge someone based on appearance, speech, or that person’s disposition. They think nothing of saying whatever foolish thing comes to mind, and are shocked to find the one who they feel is ”simple” knows that they’re “hypocrites.” (I Samuel 21:11-15; II Corinthians 10:7; James 2:1-4,9; also Psalms 119; 122; Proverbs 14:31; 22:16; Matthew 5:3, 5; also Psalms 38:12-22)

60. ”PEOPLE LOVE TO BE LIED TO”

When saints are walking with God, hearing the word of God is a delight, even if it shows them when they’re wrong. But if they slip into a carnal mode, the word becomes irritating and uncomfortable. Soon their ears are “itching” for hearing false and misleading messages that can only harm their spiritual life. They become blind to that which is right. (Matthew 15:14; John 3:19; 9:39-41; Romans 8:5-9; 16:17-18; II Corinthians 4:3-4; Ephesians 4:17-19; II Peter 1:5-10; also II Timothy 3:1-7; 4:1-4; also Jeremiah 6:10; 7:4)

61. ”TAKING KINDNESS FOR WEAKNESS OR STUPIDITY”

Like No.59, there are those following the worldly mentality of judging virtues such as kindness or goodness, as a sign of weakness. They think such people are easy to take advantage of and “used” for their selfish aims. Mistreatment of any saint, particularly one that does right can only bring a reaping of chastisement to the offender. (Job 4:8; Proverbs 6:14; 16:28; 22:8; Mal.2:10; 3:5; Matthew 18:5-7; Romans 12:9-10, 14, 16-21)

62. ”DON’T COME THROUGH THE BACK DOOR”

As a pastor, Bishop Tucker had the responsibility of leading, feeding and counseling the saints on their problems. He considered it a disservice for any saint to go to someone not designated or qualified rather than to him. As he said ,” I’m the one watching for your souls,” and to go to another raised suspicions of “hiding” a matter from him. Saints must be honest with their pastor if they want to be helped. (I Timothy 3:1-7; 5:1, 17-20; I Peter 5:1-4; Hebrews 13:7, 17)

63. ”SHOUT’EM SWEATY AND ROLL’EM DIRTY”!

This was a phrase Bishop Tucker used to describe the need of the saints getting involved in worshipping and praising God in service. “It’s not the time,” he would say, to sit there looking ”cute or sophisticated.” One should let go of his pride as to how well he’s dressed, and yield to the Spirit. Some would shout, others dance and still more saints praised God as it pleased them. There ‘s no concern about what one’s wearing when “God is in the building.” (II Samuel 6:14-22; Psalms 100; 1-2, 4; 149:1-5; 150:3-6)

64. ”TIME IS THE GREATEST FORTUNE TELLER”

There are situations and circumstances that are difficult to understand at present, and depending on the severity of them, it can be enough to make one gives up. Patience to endure will allow one to give God the means to work things out in His time and for the good of the believer. In contrast, to the person, who walks contrary, events in time can only lead to his ruin. (Psalms 89:47; Ecclesiastes 3:1, 17; 9:11; Hos.10:12; Romans 8:28; 13:11;)

65. ”I CAN’T BE HARDER THAN THE WORD”

Because Bishop Tucker’s style of preaching was often cut and piercing, there were those who thought his delivery was ”too hard” to take. His defense was that he couldn’t do more or less than what the word of God says. Also he exhorted us that as the ”messenger” of God for the people, for one to be offended at him was to feel the same towards God. (II Chronicles 20:20; Isaiah 58:1; 62:6-7; Jeremiah 1:8-10; 6:17-19; II Corinthians 4:1-2)

66. ”DON’T LET THE BEE STING YOU IN THE SAME PLACE TWICE”

There’s a saying that tells us that “we are to learn from our mistakes.” Sometimes in this Christian walk, we tend to forget past errors and fall in the same troubles again. It’s one thing to make a mistake in a situation you’re not aware of, but to know it and commit it again is indeed foolish. (Proverbs 13:16-17; 14:15-16; 24:16; Luke 11:24-26; Galatians 2:18; James 4:17)

67. ”WON’T GIVE A CRIPPLE A CRUTCH TO LEAN ON”

Selfishness and insensitivity towards any saint are major stumblingblocks to the one who claims to know God. Withholding the opportunity to help others is clearly a sign of immaturity and carnality, and such a one forfeits the blessings of God in his life. Being kind to the unsaved for the purpose of impressing them with your ”spirituality,” yet indifferent with the saints is also deceitful. (Proverbs 3:27-29; 11:24-26; 21:3; 24:11-12; Romans 12:11-13; see Galatians 6:10; Philippians 2:2-5)

68. ”IF YOU LET THE DEVIL FAN YOU TO SLEEP, YOU’LL MISS SOMETHING”

Staying alert to hear the word of God is a necessity for the child of God who wants the best for his soul. Just as natural sleep puts one in a state of unconsciousness from outward activities, the Devil can lure a saint into the same state spiritually through worldliness. (
Luke 21:36; I Corinthians 10:12; 16:13; Col.4:2; I Thessalonians 5:5-6; I Peter 5:8; Revelation 3:2, 11; 16:15)

69. ”PEOPLE CAN KILL YOU WITH THEIR TONGUE, AS WELL AS USING A GUN”

The third chapter of the book of James gives a very graphic illustration concerning the destructive power of the tongue. Many reputations have been ruined by those who are carried away with the misuse” of what they say about people. The word is clear concerning God’s “disgust” for this activity and it is a self-destructive trait to have. There’s a true saying that reads” hatred does more damage to the vessel in which it is stored than it does to the object upon which it is poured.” Such are they that are “ruled” by their tongue. (Job 20:12; Psalms 34:13; 39:1; Proverbs 10:31; 12:19; 13:3; 18:21; 26:20-26,28; I Timothy 3:8; James 1:26; also Psalms 101:7; 120:7)

70. ”MORE LIES TOLD IN A TESTIMONY SERVICE, THAN DOWN AT CITY HALL”

As a follow-up to No.69, dishonesty and pretension can be found even in the most sacred of functions, such as in a praise service. I’ve found in my years of serving God that some who express lengthy spiritual testimonies, are the most contentious and mean-spirited of people in church. They do it to make others believe they’re so “spiritual,” and for the purpose of “competition.” (I Samuel 15:13-23; Psalms 51:16-17; Ecclesiastes 5:1-2; Isaiah 1:11; Proverbs 21:3-4, 16; Job 15:34; Matthew 23:14, 28; Luke 18:9-14; Titus 1:15-16)

71. ”I’VE GOT YOUR JOY IN MY POCKET”

Being a pastor committed to telling the truth, Bishop Tucker’s messages did not always sit well with people. He, knowing this, made it plain to all that he would not ”sugarcoat” the word to please anybody and they who are not receptive to the word, make themselves miserable. (Proverbs 13:13, 15, 18; Acts 7:51-54; Romans 2:3-9; II Peter 2:10; Revelation 3:17; I Kings 22:5-18)

72. ”GOD CAN USE A SHARP SWORD, BETTER THAN A DULL ONE”

Though Bishop Tucker did not complete formal training in school, God blessed him with an abundance of knowledge of the Bible. He gained wisdom through the experiences of dealing with all walks of life. Nevertheless he encouraged the saints to further their education in becoming productive citizens, as well as effective in God’s ministry. (Proverbs 16:24; 17:27-28; 25:11; Ecclesiastes 10:12; 12:11; Isaiah 50:4; I Corinthians 2:1-8; Titus 2:8)

73. ”YOUR SALVATION STARTS IN YOUR BEDROOM”

With the crises of marital problems and breakdowns of relationships in the church, one cause is the lack of understanding God’s place in the home. Many think their salvation is confined within the sacred halls of a church, and life is lived outside as it pleases them. Our spirituality begins in the most intimate of situations between a man and wife. When God is left out of the picture, then the same problems afflict a saved couple as one in the world. Charity begins at home then spreads abroad. (Proverbs 5:18-20; Ecclesiastes 9:9; I Corinthians 7:1-5, 10-16, 27-29; Ephesians 5:22-33)

74. ”IT TAKES A BIG MAN TO ADMIT HE’S WRONG”

One of the best features of Bishop Tucker, was his ability to “humble” himself when he made a mistake or wronged someone. He did it publicly, before all and to an individual if it was done privately. The people respect leaders more when they see graciousness displayed. (Proverbs 16:19; 22:4; 29:23; Isaiah 57:15; Romans 12:3; James 4:10; I Peter 5:5)

75. ”WHY DIE LIKE A FOOL”

King Solomon, the Bible says was the wisest man that ever lived with the exception of Jesus himself. He had power, fame, wealth and peace during his reign in Israel. He built a great temple in dedication to God, and was feared by the surrounding nations. But later in life he gave in to his carnal appetites, married many women and introduced much idolatry in Israel. He died in shame and cause Israel to split apart. If it could happen to Solomon, then surely it will to us if we follow the same downward path. (Proverbs 12:15;Ecclesiastes 2:4-11; 7:17; 8:11-13; Luke 12:16-21; Romans 1:18)

76. ”TWO WORDS WILL KEEP US OUT OF HEAVEN, FORGIVE ME”!

Disagreements and disputes will sometime occur between saints, but the danger is carrying grudges and refusing to forgive someone. We must keep in perspective that as God forgave us we must do likewise. (Psalms 32:1; Matthew 6:12-15:18:35; Ephesians 4:32; I John 2:12) 

77. ”WORRY GIVES YOU TWO THINGS; MORE WORRY AND A QUICK GRAVE”

Anxiety over problems, either by our faults or circumstances beyond our control; can hurt us physically and spiritually. We must learn how to trust God, and let him take care of the situation. (Matthew 6:25-34; Luke 10:41; 21:34; Philippians 2:6; I Peter 5:7)

78. “GOD’S LITTLE HELPER”

This follow-up to No.77 describes how impatient we can be concerning God, when it comes to solving our problems. Being hasty or impulsive in trying to ”fix” a problem that you feel is taking God “too long,” can only bring disaster. (Proverbs 14:29:19:2-3; Ecclesiastes 5:2; 7:8-9; James 1:3-5)

79. ”WON’T LIVE RIGHT TO SAVE YOUR LIFE”

Many a pastor has experienced the frustrations of travailing with saints, who no matter how much counseling and prayer they receive, trouble follows them continually. Like walking on a treadmill, they’re in constant motion but getting nowhere. While you’re “stressed out” being concern about their welfare, they freely go about without a care in the world making a mess of their lives and others. (Proverbs 6:9-19; 11:3, 7; 13:13-15; 14:12; 25:19; 27:12; 28:13-14; Jeremiah 13:23; John 6:70-71; II Peter 2:10)

80. A MAN IS SAVED EVERYWHERE BUT HIS’ PRIVATE PARTS”

This statement by Bishop Tucker was not meant as an indictment against men, but on a reality that is all too common with men. The “reining” in of our sexual urges is a daily struggle for most men, and the yielding to it has befallen even the greatest of men. Men such as Samson, David and Solomon accomplished great things in the service of God. But the same zeal and ambition that drove them to greatness, also brought them down when driven by carnal desires. (Jud.16th chapter II Samuel 11th chapter I Kings 11th chapter Proverbs 5:3-20; 6:32-33; 7:7-27; Matthew 5:27-28, 31-32; Ephesians 5:5-6)

81. ”TWO WRONGS DON’T MAKE A RIGHT”

Rendering evil for evil against a fellow saint can never bring peace in the midst of strife and contention. Neither can rebellion against sound words or counsel resolve problems for one who is self-willed. (Proverbs 11:14,29; 12:1,15, 21; 13:18; 15:10; Isaiah 5:20; Romans 12:17-18, 21; I Peter 3:9-10)

82. ”NO MAN KNOWS EVERYTHING”

Pride and vanity are ”blinders” that prevent people from seeing the best God has to offer them. When one boasts of how much he “knows,” you can be assured he’s trying to impress others in matters that he’s ignorant of. The Bible says, ”we are going unto perfection,” but we’re not there yet and there’s always room for improvement. (Proverbs 10:21; 12:15; 18:7; 24:7; also Ecclesiastes 10:11-14; Isaiah 5:21; Romans 12:3, 16; I Corinthians 8:1-3; Philippians 3:12)

83. ”GOD DON’T NEED US, WE NEED GOD”

Because one has walked with God for a number of years, sometimes complacency sets in, and a saint can be deluded in thinking that’s he has “arrived.” God in his “permissive” will can allow circumstances to beset such a one to acknowledge that he can do nothing without God. (Job 9:3-22, 32-33; 14:7-14; 23:3-14; 38th chapter Proverbs 8:33-36; Hebrews 12:5-11)

84. ”GOD WILL PUT STEEL IN YOUR BACK TO STAND ANYTHING”

The belief that if one comes to God, all his problems are over is not true according to the scriptures. In reality they’ve just begun and the trials or troubles that one faces can sometimes be grievous. God promised in his word that he would strengthen and build us up to meet life’s challenges. (II Chronicles 25:8; Psalms 68:35; Isaiah 40:28-31; John 1:12; Acts1:8)

85. ”YOU DON’T KNOW WHERE DEATH IS AT”

No one knows what the next day will bring, which is why we who are saved must live for God as if ,” it’s the last day of our life.” Whether we go the grave route, or alive in the rapture, it’s essential to be found in the will of God if death seizes us. (Job 14:7-14;Psalms 89:48; Ecclesiastes 3:20; II Corinthians 4:7; 5:1-4; II Timothy 4:8, 18; James 4:14)

86. ”TAKING A GOOD BUCKET OF MILK AND KICKING IT OVER”

There are some people that don’t appreciate the good fortunes that God has blessed them with. They take such things for granted or misuse them for carnal pursuits, soon their lack of responsibility catches up and brings great sorrow and heartache. (Deutoronomy28:1-9, 15-20; Psalms 107:17; Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 12:15-21; I Timothy 6:7; Revelation 3:17)

87. ”RAKE THE WORD TO YOURSELF, AND DON’T USE A SHOVEL”

The word of God is meant to be received into our hearts, so that it can germinate and make us grow in the Lord. We must not cast away the word from us because it condemns us when we’re wrong, or insinuate that it’s meant for others. (Deutoronomy6:5-11; Job23:12; Psalms 119:11; Matthew 13:3-23) 

88. ”THERE’S THREE SIDES TO EVERY STORY, HIS SIDE, HER SIDE, AND THE RIGHT SIDE”

In solving differences between saints, a pastor must be objective and impartial in handling the issues being discussed. Personal feelings for one or the other are left out so that the merits of the case are treated fairly. The problem is solved by the best authority available, the word of God. This is especially true when dealing with married couples, because any leaning toward one against the other due to prejudice tears the relationship apart. (Job13:10; Proverbs 24:23-25; 28:21; Mal.2:14-16; II Corinthians 5:18-20; I Timothy 5:21; James 2:4)

89. ”AN EMPTY WAGON CARRIES A LOT OF NOISE”

There is much formality and pretension in churches today, with people trying to impress others by how well they sing, dance, or testify. Salvation isn’t predicated on a outward show of piety, but on the reality of living right for God in a sinful world. Many have deceived themselves in believing that displaying these ”acts” of worship makes them ”saved.” Yet after the service is over, their conduct can be unbecoming for a saint of God. (Psalms 2:1; 127:1-2; Ezekiel 33:31-32; Matthew 6:5; 7:21; I Corinthians 13:1-3; I Timothy 3:15; II Timothy 3:5; also Romans 14:17)

90. ”WARNING COMES BEFORE DESTRUCTION”

Throughout the Old Testament, we find numerous situations of God sending his prophets to proclaim warnings to Israel. When they ignored the words of God’s servants, punishment was the result. The same holds true today in the church as dismissing the word of warning will likewise bring severe consequences. (Ezekiel 3:17-21; 33:7-16; Acts 20:31; Hebrews 2:1-3; 3:12-13, 18-19; 4:1-2, 11; 6:4-8; 12:25-29) 

91. ”IF I STEPPED ON YOUR TOES, EXCUSE ME, I’LL GET YOUR WHOLE FOOT THE NEXT TIME”

As previously stated, Bishop Tucker’s manner of preaching the word was straight and hard. Knowing that it didn’t please everyone did not move him to change, because of his conviction to tell the truth. They that love God readily received it and others who did not remained miserable until they humbled themselves and repented (Job5:17,19;Jeremiah 23:29; Isaiah 58:1;Matthew 21:44; I Thessalonians 5:14:II Thessalonians 3:14-15; Titus 2:8-10, 15)

92. ”PEOPLE WILL USE YOU FOR WHAT THEY CAN GET, THEN DROP YOU LIKE A HOT POTATO”

Jesus spoke one of the signs of these last days as being, “iniquity abounding, and the love of many waxing cold.” Sad to say, but there is a spirit of selfishness and deceit being perpetrated among the saints of God. There are those who because of carnality will manipulate and take advantage of the kindness and trust shown to them by fellow saints. Once their ulterior motives are satisfied, they suddenly end the relationship, leaving the trusting saint hurt and wounded. Such persons are insensitive to the feelings of others, and bring shame to a church. (Proverbs 21:6; 22:16; Jeremiah 22:13; Ezekiel 22:12-13; Matthew 23:25; 24:10-12; Titus 1:10-11; II Peter 2:3,18; Jude16; also Ephesians 4:19)

93. ”GIVE A FOOL ENOUGH ROPE, AND HE’LL HANG HIMSELF”

People who are arrogant and rebellious, having never received discipline, eventually fall victims to their own contrary ways. They may enjoy the “pleasures of sin for a season,” but then the reaping of what they’ve sown will come to pass. (Proverbs 2:11-15; 4:19; 25:28; 26:11-12; 28:13-14; 29:1)

94. ”THERE’S THE DOOR THAT THE CARPENTER HUNG, IT SWINGS BOTH WAYS”

Similar to Nos.65 and 71, Bishop Tucker’s no-nonsense approach to ministering the word would either draw or drive one away from the church. He was plain concerning the fact that whether a saint comes or goes, the “Word” remains the same. (II Corinthians 4:1-5; Philippians 1:17; II Timothy 4:1-7)7

95. ”WHAT PEOPLE DON’T KNOW, WON’T HURT THEM”

There are some things that are best left unsaid for fear of causing hurt to an individual. Even that which is true can be harmful if given at the wrong time. Care and consideration should be exercised on behalf of any saint of God. Only one who truly loves a fellow saint would use discretion in the handling of information he deems necessary or not. (Proverbs 12:23; 13:16; 14:15; 22:3; Amos 5:13; Ephesians 5:12)

96. ”DON’T GO TO DUMBSVILLE”

Usually when a person becomes dishonest, he tends to feign ignorance of what he said or done when confronted. Not wanting to take responsibility for his actions, he attempts to divert attention from himself and mislead others. Such actions only delay the inevitable of having to “face up” to his wrongs. (Jeremiah 4:22; 5; 4; Zechariah 7:12; Matthew 13:15; Romans 1:28; 10:3; also Psalms 52:3; 92:6; Proverbs 28:13; Isaiah 29:15; John 3:20; Ephesians 5:11)

97. ”PEOPLE ARE CROOKS, AND COME FROM CROOKS”

This is not a personal indictment from Bishop Tucker, but a universal fact as expressed by the word of God concerning unregenerate mankind. The whole world has been under the curse of sin since Adam’s disobedience, and until man come to repentance, his thoughts and actions shall always be in rebellion against God. (Genesis 6:5; I Samuel 15:23; Job 5:2; 9:20; 15:16; Psalms 51:5; 66:18; Ezekiel 18:20; Matthew 7:21-23; Romans 5:12-21; 6:23)

98. ”BEWARE OF THE SPIRITUAL HOBO”

Though Jesus said in the scriptures about the ”poor you’ll have with you always,” he did not have in mind the character that preys on the generosity of the saints. These ”scavengers” with their tales of woe and misfortune take advantage of the kindness shown unto them. They make a living ”hitting” on folks for food, money and clothes then give false promises of paying back what they owe. Once their scam is discovered they quickly leave and go to another church to practice their craft. (Job 5:12-13; 15:2-5; Psalms 125:5; Proverbs 6:9-15; 21:6, 17; 28:19; Psalms 37:21)

99. ”STAY OUT OF THE CLIQUES”

Cliques are defined as a small exclusive group of people that operates on a certain agenda in the church. Some are friendly and harmless, but the majority tends to be run diversely from the rest of the church. They are the carnal segment of a church whose activities, if not addressed by the Pastor can wreck havoc in the church. Such persons can adversely affect others from sincerely walking with God, and discourage them to do what is right and proper as a saint. (Exodus 23:2; Psalms 1:1; Proverbs 1:10-19; 4:14; 24:1; I Corinthians 1:10-15; 3:1-5; 5:11; II Corinthians 6:14; Ephesians 5:11; II Thessalonians 3:6)

100. ”THE DARKEST HOUR IS JUST BEFORE THE DAWN”

When going through grievous trials, the situations can be such that there seems to be no way out. Bishop Tucker reminded us that God is always there to rescue us in the nick of time, and give us the victory over what appeared to be impossible. (Exodus 14:13-14; Psalms 37:34-40; Proverbs 4:18; Isaiah 9:2; 40:29-31; 41:10; 58:8-12; John 8:12; II Corinthians 12:7-10; I John 3:3)
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