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     Before 9/11/01, state-wide Health Departments were prepared to safeguard the public’s health in the event of a community emergency or disaster, whether natural or man-made, just as it is today.  I think most people can remember the flood of 1997 (for instance) involving the Ohio and Licking Rivers.  The Health Department was there providing tetanus/diphtheria (Td) immunizations to volunteer workers and people returning to their flood-damaged homes, monitoring destruction of flood-damaged food and drugs, inspecting food service facilities, providing door-to-door education and assistance concerning safe water and flood cleanup and alerting all to possible flood disease outbreaks.

     Numerous times the Health Department is involved in investigations of state required reported disease outbreaks.  Often a food establishment is involved as in the 1994 Hepatitis A outbreak traced to a chef at a catering business.  In 1996, there was the pertussis (whooping cough) outbreak.  All of these illustrations show public health, represented by its agency, state-to-state Health Departments, in its roles of investigation, surveillance, control and prevention of infectious diseases in the community.  Vaccines, medical care, medication, health education, environment inspections and regulations, isolation, and quarantine could be involved.

     Since 9/11/01, our nation faces a new world.  The Health Department has been very busy, thinking on an even larger scale and updating its Disaster Response and Recovery Plan in coordination with the Department for Public Health, the Department of Homeland Security, and state-wide emergency management personnel.  With federal funding new Counter-Bioterrorist Administrators were hired to work under head Ph.D, Public Health Directors in each state.  Their purpose will be to assist in planning and coordinating all counter-bioterrorism-related epidemiological services and programs.  The Health Department is the first responder in a suspected biological threat or outbreak.
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