	Ex-resident, now author, overcomes hurricane, story to be in 'Chicken Soup'
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Former Jackson resident Jill Eisnaugle holds a copy of Chicken Soup for the Soul: Tough Times, Tough People, which will be released June 16. Jill, who now lives in Texas City Texas, wrote a story in the book about her experiences dealing with Hurricane Ike and the aftermath.

A young woman and accomplished author, who lived some of her childhood years in Jackson County, will have her inspirational story included in the June publication of Chicken Soup for the Soul: Tough Times, Tough People.

Jill Eisnaugle, the daughter of Diana Woodruff Eisnaugle and the late Al Eisnaugle, will have her story about her encounter with the infamous Hurricane Ike published in the new Chicken Soup collection, which will be released on June 16. 

Entitled, "Humor + Faith = Recovery," her story describes her family's trying year of illness and loss, the destruction of Hurricane Ike left in its wake, and how faith and strength -- combined with one off-the-wall unscripted comment -- guided her heart through the tough times.

Though she has lived in Texas City, Texas on the Gulf Coast since 1999, Jill fondly remembers her Jackson County roots and upbringing and her early exposures to reading and writing that planted the seeds for what is turning out to be a very successful writing career.

Her father, Al Eisnaugle, was a local sportscaster and a dispatcher for the Jackson County Sheriff's Office. Her mother, Diana Woodruff Eisnaugle, was originally from Oak Hill and worked as a registered nurse. 

"My respect for writing began in 1988 as a second-grader in Regina Chaney's class at Parkview School," Jill wrote in an interview with The Telegram. "Mrs. Chaney implemented a story assignment for our class. I wrote about a summer vacation I'd taken to the Muskingum River at Stockport, Ohio. Mrs. Chaney saw something -- a young talent, perhaps -- in my writing and published the story in a Parkview newsletter. From 1988, through 1994, I continued to write short stories as a hobby."

By 1992, Jill's family was living in Oak Hill, but she says she wasn't a big fan of reading. That changed when she enrolled in Sharon Needham's reading class at Blackfork School.

"Mrs. Needham showed me that reading could be fun," Jill wrote. "Her class, combined with Goosebumps book series, written by R.L. Stine, made me an avid reader."

Jill credits her parents for positively affecting her life and writing, noting that they always urged her "to follow my dreams because anything is possible, regardless of being from a small town."

Unfortunately, Al Eisnaugle passed away on June 22, 2008 after a lengthy battle with renal disease and complications of diabetes. A month after her dad's death, Jill published a poem; A Caregiver's Prayer, in Today's Caregiver magazine and dedicated the verse to his memory.

Spurred by a 1994 school assignment, Jill also became interested in poetry and recalls that she wrote four or five poems per year for the next decade. In 2003, due to the Internet and reading the poetry of other unknown authors, Jill decided she wanted to display some of her writing as well. She joined the Author's Den writing community and acquired her own website. Potentially, her poems and other writings could be read by millions.

Her notoriety as a poet received a major boost in the wake of Space Shuttle Columbia tragedy in February 2003 in which seven astronauts lost their lives during re-entry over Texas. After she wrote a poem, "Seven Angels," in their honor, she made an Internet connection with a woman who offered to design that poem on a website with a fancy background with pictures and music. Within the first year, "Seven Angels" had been read by half a million visitors.

"With my respect for writing declared, I began to realize I could use my writing to help others through a difficult time," she reflected. "In the last six years, I have written over 1,400 poems."

Already prolific, one of Jill's next goals was to publish a book, but she knew she had to build a following first. 

"I decided the best route for me would be to publish my first book through Publish America, a print-on-demand publisher that does not charge set-up fees," she told The Telegram. 

Her strategy worked. Her first poetry book, Coastal Whispers, was published in March 2004. She dedicated it to Sharon Needham, her sixth-grade reading teacher. In December 2004, she published her second poetry collection, Amber Skies, and dedicated it to her second-grade teacher, Regina Chaney. Her third book, Beside Still Waters, was published just last March and dedicated to her mother, who she says has "supported every dream she's had." Copies of Coastal Waters and Under Amber Skies are currently available at both the Jackson and Oak Hill public libraries.

The published books have added to Jill's fame as she is quickly approaching an online following of nearly 1 million readers at her website. Her inclusion in the next Chicken Soup for the Soul volume should increase her notoriety even more.

Hurricane Ike saga
Jill Eisnaugle was as qualified as anybody to write about the trials and tribulations of being a victim of Hurricane Ike. This major hurricane, which devastated the East Texas area, made landfall in Galveston, just 15 miles away from their home Texas City. The Eisnaugle’s had wisely evacuated to an inland town three hours away, but the storm knocked out communications and they did not immediately know about the amount of damages to their property.

After receiving an initial report that their damage was minimal, Jill and her mother then received the shocking news "your brick chimney is sitting in your living room."

When they were finally able to return home and see the damage firsthand, they viewed a living nightmare.

As Jill described it: "We were greeted with a six-foot debris pile of living-room rubble, under which we found about a foot of water, dangling wires, steel beams trapping our furniture and a mildew smell I don't think I'll ever forget. Then we looked up to see the 18-by-24-foot hole in the roof."

The post-Ike repairs were not completed until the next February.

In writing "Humor + Faith = Recovery," Jill is not only telling a personal story, but she is reaching out to help others burdened by similar tragic events.

"I hope that others who may be suffering from similar hardships -- whether economic or natural disaster-based -- will read my story," Jill says of her soon-to-be-released story. "I hope, through telling my story, that these readers are able to appreciate how I responded to such a trying year with a positive outlook and sense of humor and find their own creative ways of making the best of what life has in store."

A news release issued to promote Chicken Soup for the Soul: Tough Times, Tough People says the collection "is comprised of stories that remind us that anyone can overcome a difficult situation. The collection consists of 101 stories about overcoming adversity, making do with less, conquering the challenges or merely enjoying a simpler life.

"Jill Eisnaugle's story, Humor + Faith = Recovery, was written to show the reader that situations are only as difficult as we choose to view them," the news release continued. "Whether relying on a strong support base of friends and family or on our individual morals and convictions, any obstacle can be defeated and any hardship can be overcome. As Jill learned, if we vow to take life one day at a time and do only what we can achieve in that moment, we will ultimately reach whatever goal we choose..."

Chicken Soup for the Soul: Tough Times, Tough People is now available for pre-release purchase at www.chickensoup.com. and various other online retailers.

As for the future, Jill has new goals in her sights and would like to honor the memory of her father in the process.

"My biggest goal is to find a wonderful home for my children's book with one of the traditional publishing houses in New York," she responded. "Nearly three years ago, I wrote a poem, entitled Simon The Snowman. At the time, I showed the poem to my dad, something I always did, since dad was extremely proud of every poem I had written. Dad suggested, then, that I keep the poem off the Internet -- for the sake of future exclusiveness -- and attempt to publish it as a children's story."

Jill continued, "I contacted an illustrator who has completed the artwork for the book and now, I will wait for the finances to come through or the stars to align, hoping to dedicate the published children's book to my dad."

Jill adds, "I would also like to mentor children, teenagers and young adults about traditional rhyming poetry and writing, in general; something that I feel is sorely under-taught in schools that are already facing budget shortfalls. It is my foremost belief that if a child can dream, that child can write and should be encouraged to do so."
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