Chapter Three

The earth recovered from the flood.  God promised He would never destroy the earth again with a flood.  The world was filling with people once again.  Most of them had already forgotten God.

But there was a man of great wealth in the land, who was an upright man.  He was a man without offense.  He turned from evil and feared God.  He had three daughters and seven sons.  He was considered the greatest man in all of the east.

This upright man’s children gathered together on each of their birthdays to celebrate.  Their father would rise early in the mornings to offer burnt offerings for each of them to the Lord – just in case they had forgotten to ask God for forgiveness of a sin.  He did this daily, because he loved his children and cared for them.  He understood the separation sin causes between man and God.  He knew God could not look upon sin.  He wanted God’s blessings to remain on him and his family.  He tried to never take any of the blessings of God on his life for granted. 

Look at that man!   His  hand is continually upon that man and his family.  I must do something about this.  He is gaining quite the reputation in the land.  People will begin to look at his life and turn to  Him. 

That cannot happen!

I will challenge  Him  myself.  If  He  wasn’t protecting this man and keeping my demons from troubling him, I could make him curse his creator in a heartbeat!  These humans are so weak!  It doesn’t take much to make their belief in  Him  crumble!

There was a day when Satan entered heaven and stood before God’s throne along with the angels.  Before Satan even had a chance to speak, God questioned him.  Knowing all, God asked where he had been.  Satan replied he’d been walking back and forth in the earth.  God then asked a question to which He already knew the answer.  He asked Satan if he had set his heart upon His servant, that upright man who feared God.  There is no man like him on the earth.  He is a man who fears God and turns from evil.  

Satan knew exactly to whom God was referring.   

Satan began accusing this man before God.  Doesn’t this man fear God for no real reason?  Hasn’t God set a hedge around this man and his family?  Hasn’t God inexplicably blessed this man?  Of course this man lives a good and pleasing life.  God has always taken care of him.  Nothing bad has ever happened to him.  But if something bad happened to him, he would surely curse God.

So God allowed Satan to do whatever his hand could against this upright man.  But he was not to touch the man himself.  

Satan left God’s presence.

Finally!  He  removed that hedge around this man’s land, animals, and even his children.  I can do much to defeat this man’s relationship with  Him.  

This man will curse  Him  before the day is out!

A message came to the upright man while he was at his own home.  An enemy had come and killed his servants in the field where they had been plowing with the oxen.  They stole the oxen and donkeys.  Everything was gone.  Only one servant escaped to bring this report back to his master.  While he was still relaying the day’s events, another servant came with news.  He said that the fire of God had fallen from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants tending them.  All were destroyed.  Only this one servant lived to tell his master what had transpired.  Yet another servant interrupted his message with news of his own.  Another people rushed upon more of his servants, killed them and stole his camels.  Only this servant lived to tell the story.  Before he could finish his story, one last servant came with news.  The ten children of this upright man had gathered in the eldest brother’s house for a dinner.  During their dinner a great wind came and broke the four corners of the house.  The house fell in and killed everyone in the house but this one servant.  All of his children were dead.

On this day, his worst fears became a reality.

I took everything!  

I destroyed it all!  

Now he will curse  Him.  He has no reason not to!

This upright man tore his coat, shaved his head and fell prostrate on the ground.  He did not accuse God falsely.  He recognized God had given him all that he had.  He said that he had come into the world naked and he would leave this world in the same way.  He blessed the name of God.  

In all this, he did not sin against God.

I do not understand!!  I destroyed everything  He  gave him.  He has no animals left.  I killed all of his servants except the ones to report to him the great devastation I caused.  I rained fire from the heavens.  Even the servant said the fire came from  Him.  I sent a great wind and destroyed the house his children were in, killing them all.  I stole everything from him.

Nothing got to this man!  

Through all of this, he is still praising  Him,  giving his allegiance to  Him!  What is with this man?

If I could only cause him great physical pain and suffering.  The human body is weak.  They don’t like to suffer.  He would give anything to prolong his life.

Even curse  Him.

Again there was a day when Satan entered heaven and stood before God’s throne along with the angels.  Once again God asked him where he had been.  Satan’s reply was the same.  He had been walking back and forth in the earth.  God then asked him again about his servant, the upright man.  Did Satan still have his heart set on him to destroy him?  Did he notice that this man is still an upright man who fears God and turns from evil?  Through all Satan had done to him to try to destroy him, this man had retained his integrity.  

Satan once again accused this man before God.  Man will give up anything to spare his own life.  Touch his health, his body, then this man will curse God.

So God allowed Satan to do whatever his hand could against this upright man.  But he was not to take the man’s life.  

Satan left God’s presence.

Satan could only do what God would allow him to do.  This man belonged to God.  God knew exactly what this man could handle.  He would allow no more to overcome him.

After Satan left God’s presence, he immediately struck this upright man with boils.  The boils covered him from the top of his head to the soles of his feet.  The man sat in the ashes and scraped his sores with a piece of broken pottery.

This will be the last straw!  Now he will curse  Him.  But just to be sure, I will take it one step further.  

His wife. 

 If she encourages him to curse  Him,  that will surely be more than he can handle!  

You’ve been through so much together!  You’ve lost all of your wealth.  All of your children are dead.  Now look at your husband.  He is covered in boils.   What kind of a loving God would allow so much suffering on one of his servants?  How can he keep his integrity toward  Him  through all of this?!  Encourage him to curse his God and die with some dignity!

His wife came to him.  She asked if he still retained his integrity toward God.  “Curse God and die!” she exclaimed.

The man recognized that she was speaking foolishly

Some of his friends heard of the events that had transpired.  They agreed to meet and go together to mourn with their friend and to comfort him.  While they were still afar, they saw their friend and knew him not because of the condition he was in.  They lifted up their voices and wept.  They tore their coats and sat down with him for seven days.  No one said a word for those seven days.  They could see that his grief was very great.

After seven days, this upright man cursed the day he had been born.  He was overcome with grief.  But even when he was ignorant of the behind-the-scenes events, he never abandoned his faith in God.  He understood God was in control.

Three of his friends tried to theorize why such wickedness had transpired in the upright man’s life.  The first friend was from a land where men are known for their wisdom.  He suggested  the upright man had committed some great sin and was being punished.  He assumed wicked men were punished according to their wickedness.  This friend was unaware that God was allowing this affliction to come upon this upright man.  

The second friend believed the upright man must be being punished for some sin.  Before he had been blessed with wealth and prosperity for his righteousness.  Traditionally speaking, this is the way things happened.  

The third friend assumed this upright man must have committed a horrible sin.  He was being judged for sinning against God.  He insinuated that the man deserved far worse punishment than God had inflicted upon him.

As each friend presented his theory, this upright man refuted it one by one.  He insisted there was no sin committed.  But the three friends argued even more vehemently that they were right in their theories.  Once again, this upright man refuted each accusation.  No one could come to a satisfactory answer.  

They did not know the whole story.  They were limited in their knowledge of the situation.

There was one other friend who finally joined in the discussion.  He was younger than the other men.  After listening to the others, he could remain silent no more.  No one had come to an absolute conclusion, yet all three men condemned their friend.  He was angry with all of them.  He had held his tongue out of respect for his elders.  Each of them believed he was right.  This stopped the discussion.  The youngest friend then gave his own opinion about the situation.  He urged this upright man to humble himself before God and submit to God’s will.  He should be patient.  He believed God was working in this man’s life with a definite plan.  Had this upright man gone to God during this entire ordeal?

This younger man had come the closest to the truth of the situation. But he did not have the answer to the upright man’s problems.

The Lord then answered this upright man with a series of questions – none of which this upright man could answer.  God began by asking:  “Who can give counsel without knowledge?  Do they presume to know the entire story?  Prepare to respond.”

God proved without any doubt that this upright man could not contend with God.  He was ignorant of the things of God.  Man cannot know them.  Did this man presume to understand God’s laws in nature?  How then could he possibly understand God’s laws in the spiritual realm?  God showed this man his greatness.  In spite of this man’s ignorance, God cared for this man.  He had a viable interest in the events that transpired.  This man would not know the purpose of his sufferings.  He would not have understood.  

At the end of God’s questions, He demanded an answer.  But this upright man now understood how minute his being was in comparison to God’s greatness.  He recognized that he was a despised, insignificant man who could not answer God.

This upright man now recognized God’s greatness and acknowledged this fact.  Before, this upright man had heard of God with his ears, but now his eyes had seen Him.  He immediately repented.

God then instructed this man to pray for his friends.

God then blessed this man.  He received a double portion of everything he had lost.  God even blessed him with seven more sons and three more daughters.  His daughters were the most beautiful women in the land.  The relationship between this man and his creator was rooted even more deeply than before.  Because he faithfully walked with God.

How could I have been so wrong!?!

I assumed this man only served  Him  because of the great blessings on his life.  I thought the abundant wealth made a difference to him!  I just knew that he would curse  Him  under adverse conditions.  I couldn’t have made them any worse!

I took his wealth.

I killed his children.

I destroyed his health.

Even his wife and friends opposed him.

His faith was too strong.  Then  He  spoke with him.  He reassured him.  I’ve lost this battle, but learned much about man.  I overestimated this man.  

I will not make that mistake again!

