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DAMAGESisamemoir about one man’sfight to overcome the psychological
wounds created by his peculiar upbringing as he struggled to find histrue identity
and freedom.

Thestory beginswith the death of hisabusive father, a Communist official. His
mother isdiagnosed with cancer, and heimmediately returnsto M acedonia to take
care of her. Meanwhile, his more than thirty-year search for hisbiological mother
ends, and hetellsher hislife story, starting with hislonely childhood and adolescence.
After finding his“new mother” to be very understanding, hereveals hisfirst gay
experiencein thearmy, hisdesire for self-realization that caused scandalsin the
College of National Security, hisescapeto Turkey where hetransformed into a
stunning transvestite after meeting a handsome wealthy man, and hisreturn to
Y ugoslavia wher e he wandered in the underground world of a country that was
falling apart. As Yugoslav nationalism and Islamic fundamentalism rose, he
experienced them directly, almost losing hislife, but he eventually succeeded in
immigrating to America.

Although he finds his biological mother, he ultimately discoversthat it is his
adoptive mother’ s devotion that isirreplaceable.

" Bazhe hasavivid talent for power house storytelling and Damagesisa remarkable,
compellingread." SLV, White Crane Journal, NY

"Bazheisa skilled narrator, and Damages never dipsinto being a dull read."
RD, Instinct Magazine, CA

"Bazhe'slife story isuniquely hisown, but at the sametimeit isa story that we can
all relate to. That alone makes Damages a good book worth reading.”
JM, The Weekly News, FL

" Bazhe hasled what L eo Tolstoy or George Eliot might have called an epic life."
JT, Lavender Magazine, MN

"We can mirror traces of our lifein Bazhe's search for meaning, and be supported by
hisstrength and creativity."
LCL, Idea Museum Collective of Consciousness, CAN

"Thestory istold skillfully via a number of flashbacks ...an enlightening read.”
Rainbow Network, UK

" Bazhe knew aworld that turned to violent ethnic strife after yearsof civil unrest,
echoed by hisown inner turmoil. Damagesisthe story of hisinner and outer wars."
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SS, Recorder Newspapers, NJ

" Bazhereveals horribly realistic experiencesthat had to be lived. No one could have
madethisup. Damagesisaremarkableread."

LINKS

Radical Faerie Digest, TN

" Damagesis an important book. My hopeisthat it can work a similar magic on you.
Bazhe has a talent and Damagesisa compelling read."

MORE REVIEWS  Chicago Pride, IL

Customer Reviews 1

Customer Reviews 2

" The concept rather reminds me of Michael Ondaatje€’ s The English Patient—again a

retr ospective commingling of love and history and tragedy that became a powerful

Customer Reviews 3

Miramax film in 1996. The same opportunity obviously exists here."

JB, Hppub Book Review, MN
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destruction and war, politics and phoniness, love and hatred,
sex and ecstasy, loneliness and loss, and visionary musings of
hope.
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| hopeyou enjoy my art and writing. | look forward to hearing
from you. Thank you, Bazhe

E-mail: bazhe@bazhe.com
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