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The Barth is nota Resting Place

MEDICAL CHALLENGES IN NEW YORK, THE CONGO
AND THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS

ADOCTOR'S LIFE is an intense and compelling drama that captures all
the fear and frustration, trauma, courage and compassion of the author's
extraordinary journey. It i the vividly personal account of one doctor who
has achieved illuminating insights into the meaning and the limits of
medicine in today’s world.

“These stories are just a small sampling of the exceptional life of an
exceptional man who happens to be my dad. I present thent to you, dear
reader, with a full and grateful beart.”

— Glenn Close

“Congratulations. William Carlos Williams and Robert Coles hat
colleague. Your writing comes through with honesty. .. . This book ne
wide circulation for general as well as medical readers.”

— Chse N. Peterson, M.D., Presiden Emerius,
Professor of Iteral Melicine and Family Practic, Universiy of Utah

“A Doctor’s Life is a memoir of a remarkable career, It is told with wit,
‘grace and humor. The extraordinary stories within the story are stirring
and inspiring. It will be my gift to every medical student I teach.”

— Anand Panwalker, Clinical Professor of Medicine, Jefeson Medicl College
‘and book reviewer for JAMA

WILLIAM T, CLOSE continues a ife of medi
His unique and exciting odyssey has
from an cmergency room near some of New York
City's most dangerous neighborhoods o medical
work in the heart of Africa, and now 1o 3 rural
practice in Wyoming's Rocky Mountains.

D, Close s Fellow of the American College of
Surgeons and a Fellow o the American Academy
of Family Physicians. He and his wife, Betsine,
live in Big Pincy, Wyoming.
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Introduction to New York

OM JuNe 7, 1951, my twenty-seventh birthday, 1
graduated from Columbia College of Physicians and
Surgeons in New York City. My wile, Beutine, and our two
girls came o the ceremonies on the steps of the
universitys Wilder Library. Tina was six, Glennie four
They had on little white dresses with red and blue trim
and looked adorable.

1 felt wonderful sitting between Tine and the girls,
waiting for the walk to the podium to reccive my degree
of doctor of medicine. Tine had given me a family-seal
ring with our initials and the date engraved on the inside
as a birthday and graduation present. Under the Close
family crest, which had come across the Atlantic with our
ancestors from Yorkshire twelve generations ago, the
family motio was inscribed: Fortis et Fidelis—Strong and
Faithful. My father had worn a similar ring, and as 1
looked at mine, 1 thought of the first time he had let me
accompany him to the American Hospital in Paris where
he was the managing governor.

1 think 1 was seven when the head nurse, Miss
Compte, took my hand and led me on a tour of the
hospital. She had brown eyes and a comforting smile, and
her starched white apron rustled when she walked. My
stomach was tight with anticipation as we stepped out of
the elevator onto the surgical floor. Two large doors
swung open and tall figures wearing white hats and long
white gowns emerged, smiled at us, and walked down the
immaculate corridor. I caught the whiff of ether and clean
linen. Miss Compte eased the door open just enough for




