Generation D – The Time

What can motivate a child to learn everything he can?  My mom would answer that question by saying, “Discipline!”  My father would say nothing.  He never said anything, or anything worth listening too, especially since he wasn’t around through my growing years.  You have to have a good experience with someone in order to miss them.  And even though I love my pops, it’s not the same as the love I have for my other known family members.  I can measure by the compassion in thought of losing my mother compared to the lack of compassion in the thought of losing my dad.  

They say ignorance is bliss, but I say, only in certain circumstances.  I never hated my father, but I hated the thought of, “What If.”  What would have happened if…I wonder?  I felt so empty and incomplete, being a young man nurtured primarily by a woman.  This left many questions unanswered.  You know…the kind of questions better answered by a man, or a father figure so to speak.  Now don’t get me wrong, I’m very grateful to my mother and would do anything for her, but unless you’ve experienced someone else’s pain you’ll never understand how it feels.  

In my pursuit of happiness and the answer to this question, I began on the path of failure, but ended up on the path to enlightenment.  You see; my father, though he was absent, is the cause to my effect; or the true reason for my state of being.  He named me without even knowing it.  His absence has led me to explore things that I thought he failed to teach me.  There are so many things that I thought that I could have learned that…I’ve pursued many things.  A Jack of many trades so to speak.  I’d like to think that I know a little about many things, yet I know nothing at all.  There is always more information to consume or more things to learn.  

Early in adolescence I learned that education is the key to life.  The Internet is such a great thing…it taught me so much and continues to teach me.  It gave me an opportunity to suppress my hunger for knowledge and filled my belly with priceless treasures.  

I’ve lost my fear of death, which allows me to explore and do things that most people will never do.  I have one fear, and that is the fear of God.  Someone asked me once, “What makes you a good candidate to tell anyone about anything.”  I told that person that it takes a village to raise one child and it takes only one child to change a nation.

I live by this creed:  If someone wrote a book about you…would anyone want to read it?  I vowed never to abandon my children the way my father abandoned me.  In keeping this vow, I am motivated even more to learn.  I want to make my life’s path so jagged that my kids will have several choices on who they want to become.  This should make it easier for them by showing them there are no limits.  I guess he helped me in a sense; because if he were there he would’ve taught me maybe one or two trades; like a mechanic or a plumber.  I probably would have been satisfied with that and never pursued anything else.  You see…my drive in life is fueled by my desire to find all kinds of new roots, and to plant them firmly into my own seeds.  I’ve learned a valuable lesson about myself; I can do anything I set my mind to, I am not confined to one trade or another nor am I confined to the limitations that people will place on me.  Is my father’s absence the real cause to my effect?  Maybe, but I’ll let you be the judge of that.  
One of my college professors asked me to write about cause and effect, some years ago.  This was written, although edited, to answer that assignment and to address my own issues of being a fatherless son.  It is a good example of how each of us is affected by the absence of just one of our parents, particularly a father.  Even though I took my situation as an opportunity to better myself, some will use it as a crutch to destroy their lives.  My goal is to always lead by example and to show people that there is a way, there is hope, there is a solution to the things they think hopeless.  

My generation has been called Generation D. which is ironic because we know D. to be digital.  But the ironic part is that in my interpretation the D. can also stand for dad.  We are the fatherless generation, raised by mostly moms.  Granted some were raised with a good father figure in the home, several were not, and even less had a role model to imitate.  

According to 72.2 % of the U.S. population, the state of being without a father is the most significant family or social problem facing America. --Source: National Center for Fathering, Fathering in America Poll, January, 1999.  
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services states, "Fatherless children are at a dramatically greater risk of drug and alcohol abuse" --Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. National Center for Health Statistics. Survey on Child Health. Washington, DC, 1993. 
Fatherless children are twice as likely to drop out of school. --Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. National Center for Health Statistics. Survey on Child Health. Washington, DC; GPO, 1993. 

Adolescent females between the ages of 15 and 19 years reared in homes without fathers are significantly more likely to engage in premarital sex than adolescent females reared in homes with both a mother and a father. --Source: Billy, John O. G., Karin L. Brewster and William R. Grady. "Contextual Effects on the Sexual Behavior of Adolescent Women." Journal of Marriage and Family 56(1994): 381-404.  

(http://www.fathersloveletter.com/Ministry/statistics.html)

  The legitimacy of the previous facts are engrained in our whole society, you see it everywhere.  You see it in the media, in the music, in the schools, in the jails, and in the graves.  Violence has progressed with the population, and our morals have been threatened as a result of having no discipline in our youth.  So the corrupt youth grow to be corrupt adults and affect more as they grow to govern more.  
We live in the new millennium, where bootleg piracy is the new fad.  Where we as consumers have no mind of our own and can be easily manipulated by the media.  It doesn’t take much but the Jones’ having something tangible or an ad about something tangible to move us into breaking our self to have the newest new.  Self expression is widely accepted, which in most cases is good, but the corruption is overlooked due to greed, which can lead to destruction.  Do not be fooled by these statistics, they are real but not unsolvable.  We are a generation without proper moral guidance, and I think this is due to broken families.  We must come together as families, and teach our current generations that they do not have to follow our trends, and become a new Generation D.  They must establish a fresh start and prove what’s good with the love a complete family can provide.
A father is wise; he is a teacher, a provider, a role model, a leader, a problem solver, and a symbol of strength.   A mother is caring; she is virtuous, a supporter, she is elegance, she’s a comforter, she’s sympathetic, and she’s a symbol of love.  The two compliment each other to provide for a united bond, which if rooted properly will not break.  The time is now, to stop the clock and reset our lives.  
Father’s stand up and lead as you were meant to lead.  Love your wives as you love yourselves.  Young men heed instructions; do not dwell with evil men, before they lead you to destruction.  Have a mind of your own and do what is morally right.  In a multitude of counselors your purposes are established.  So seek counsel and walk with righteous men, and help your brethren by giving them insightful counsel.  And by all means love, because this is the beginning of change for us all.  
