


THIS 1S SO STUPID!
I STILL DON'T KNOwW
WHAT TO WEAR!




I SHOULDN'T BE
NERVOUS ABOUT THIS- ~~
ZEPHIE AND T HAVE KNOWN
EACH OTHER SINCE WE
WERE KIDS...

P
JUST THAT

THIS TIME 1S
DIFFERENT- A

THIS IS AS
GOOD AS IT
GETS.




THE DOORBELL SOUNDS AND SHAKYRA
SPRINTS TO HER FATHER'S DEN.

DAD, I'LL
BE BACK IN A
COUPLE OF

HOURS.

BE SAFE,
DEAR.

I LOVE YOoUu,
DAD!




SHAKYA FIGHTS BACK A SIGH AS SHE LEAVES HIS OFFICE AND RACES TO THE
FRONT DOOR.- FOR AS FAR BACK AS SHE CAN REMEMBER, HER FATHER HAS HAD
DISSOCIATIVE IDENTITY DISORDER EPISODES.- LIKE HER MOTHER, SHAKYRA HAS
LEARNED TO DISCERN SOME OF HER FATHERS DIFFERENT “PARTS.”

UNLIKE HER MOTHER, SHAKYRA
STILL STRUGGLES WITH ACCEPTING
THE ILLNESSS SCOPE-




I WAS
THINKING
OF A LITTLE
FLIGHT
BEFORE
DINNER-

WHERE ARE
WE GOING?

ZEPHANIAH GENTLY ENSHROUDS SHAKYRA IN A
TELEKINETIC FIELD-

I...WANTED TO
SHARE THIS WITH
YOU. I LOVE
FLYING- ITS HARD

S\ TO EXPLAIN, I FEEL
SAFE WHEN I AM
MOVING UNDER MY
OWN POWER.-




WOowW. NOT ---WAIT, T
AT WHAT Yol MEAN WHAT YOU SAID
SAID BUT AT THE WAS REALLY COOL AND T
APPRECIATE THIS- IT IS
AMAZING.--

MY MOTHER TELLS ME THAT
PEOPLE WITH UNIQUE ABILITIES WEAR
z | DISGUISES SO THEY CAN USE THEIR POWERS IN
3 \ PUBLIC. T CANT IMAGINE HOW HARD THAT
’ WOouUuLD BE TO LIVE. THIS... g

I DON'T
REMEMBER

HOME PLANET,
EARTH.---

---AND THE
REST OF MY
ABILITIES ARE
PART OF WHO

. Do You
REMEMBER YOUR
BIRTH MOTHER OR

FATHER AT ALL?

P~ _




"...I KIND OF REMEMBER BEING REALLY SAD AND WET BEFORE
THE MOST INCREDIBLE FEELING OF WARMTH AND LOVE... "

"...THERE WAS THIS WINGED WOMAN WHO PICKED ME UP
AND WE FLEW.”

Yyou
NEVER TOLD
ME THAT
BEFORE!




YEAH, T KNOW THATS
STRANGE BUT ITS WHAT I FELT
LIKE. SHE SAID SHE WAS GOING TO TAKE
ME TO MY NEW HOME AND WE STARTED
FLYING IN SPACE- I HEARD MUSIC BUT I
DONT REMEMBER SEEING ANY
INSTRUMENTS.- I DO REMEMBER THAT SHE
HAD A BEAUTIFUL VOICE.- T THINK THAT
WAS THE FIRST THING THAT
ATTRACTED ME TO YOU.

NO,
‘ - , BECAUSE You
HUH.-. ' ALSO HAVE A
BECAUSE SHE BEAUTIFUL
HAD A BEAUTIFUL D VOICE.
VOICE? /

-/




I HONESTLY
COULD LISTEN TO
YOU SPEAK
FOREVER.-

I MADE
MYSELF

VOICE DURING
THE TIME T

SPENT IN THE
IZPHANAéE.




THERE IS A LULL NOT AN AWKWARD ONE BUT
ONE THAT 1S PRESENT NONETHELESS BEFORE
ZEPHANIAH BEGINS SPEAKING AGAIN.-

I DID MY
BEST TO
PROTECLT THE
OTHER
CHILDREN.-

I AM SORRY THAT
YOU HAD TO GO
THROUGH THAT- I CANT
IMAGINE.-.

ALTHOUGH I DIDN'T GET ALL OF MY




"NOW DON'T GET ME
WRONG, MOST OF THE
ATTENDANTS WERE
KIND AND CARING. T
| TRIED TO PROTELT THE

| OTHER CHILDREN FROM
I | THE RARE BAD APPLE."

ZEPHANIAH TIMIDLY PLACES AN ODD SHAPED
BRACELET ON SHAKYRA'S LEFT WRIST-

THIS? IT'S
BEAUTIFUL!

IT's A
PSIONIC
DEVICE THAT
PROVIDES LIFE
SUPPORT FOR |
A SHORT

MEAN THAT I
CAN GO DIVING
IN THE
OCEAN.-..




---OR OUT
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THE PAIE ENTER THE ORBITING SPACE STATION,
YEAGAROS A FAVORITE SPOT FOR UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS AND SPACE JOCKEYS.-

\
THIS TRULY IS

GREAT AND
WONDERFUL - - -

YOU'RE NOT
ALONE. T AM
RIGHT HERE-

...THE
FUNNY THING
IS, EVEN IF T
S WASN'T ONE T
A\ wouLp kNow

FOR ME.

\ \‘ THAT You CAIZE

BUT WHY
HAVEN'T WE
DONE THIS

BEFORE NOW.
I...DON'T KNOW.
NO, THATS NOT
QUITE RIGHT -
ACTUALLY, ITS
NOT RIGHT AT
ALL- I DO
KNOow.-

I/ YOU'VE BEEN
DOING THAT
SINCE WEVE

BEEN KIDS- T
THOUGHT FOR THE
LONGEST TIME
THAT YOU WERE
THE TELEPATH
INSTEAD OF
ME...

IT'S NOT
LOGICAL ---BUT
SINCE MY
MOTHER
ABANDONED ME, |
KEEP WONDERING
WHO'S GOING
TO DO IT
NEXT--.




I...REMEMBER
WHEN WE FIRST
MET ...

EVEN THEN
k YOU HAD THAT
[ SPIT CURL- IT WAS
SO CUTE BUT YOUR
EYES LOOKED SO
SAD. I HAD NEVER
SAW ANYONE WITH
HURT LIKE
THAT--.

SEEING
HIM LIKE THAT
SCARES ME...

---YOUR PARENTS
HAD JUST BOUGHT You
HOME FROM THE
ORPHANAGE AND WANTED TO
INTRODUCE YOU TO SOME
OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD
CHILDREN-

---UNTIL YOU
GOT OLDER AND
YOUR FATHER STARTED
HAVING THOSE
FLASHBACKS.-

MAYBE
THATS WHY
WERE TRYING




---AND I FEEL
SAFE WHEN I AM
WITH YOoU.-.

.-.THOSE
BOOKS DONT OFTEN
HAVE FRIENDS IN LOVE. THIS
IS WHAT EVERY DAY IS

WITH YOU. '

YES, I DO-
I FEEL LOVED
WHEN T AM
_WITH YOU...

NOT THAT I READ ROMANCE
BOOKS, MYSTERIES ARE MORE MY STYLE,
BUT I DONT IMAGINE THAT THIS IS WHAT
IS TYPICALLY SAID NOW.-..

YOU KNOW THAT I
DONT USE MY
TELEPATHY IN DAY TO DAY
CONVERSATIONS BUT I
DONT GET THAT-




GO AHEAD.

| FEEL | CAN EXPLORE THE
LNIVERSE WITH YOU BUT...

«««EACH DAY WE SPEND
TOGETHER IS5 A NEW DISCOVERY.




SAVE MONEY AND STILL
DISCOVER NEW THINGS.-

OKAY, SO I NEED TO LIFE IS
WORK ON MY HUMOR.- UNCERTAIN- T AM
‘ MINDFUL OF WHAT MY DAD
SAID WHEN T ASKED HIM AgoUT

\
/’ N\ aa HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH MY




HE TAKES THEIR
RELATIONSHIP ONE
DAY AT A TIME- EACH DAY

J HE CHOOSES AGAIN TO
LOVE MY MOTHER- HE HAS
BEEN DOING THAT EACH
DAY FOR OVER
TWENTY YEARS.--

YOU KNOW I AM NOT
SOLD ON THAT UNTIL DEATH DO
US PART THING- THAT SCARES

wow.
THAT IS SO
SWEET-




---SO FOR TODAY, T
CHOOSE YOU.




