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PREFACE

The purpose of this book is to inform, educate and inspire Americans with disabilities with inside tips on how to find the easiest, least expensive, and direct-to-the-source alternative resources. While this book is available to all low-income people, it supports people with disabilities who want to improve their quality of life by employment or affordable homeownership.

I also wrote this book to inform other people with disabilities about the ultimate benefit of the Social Security Administration, and other little known government resources to build self-sufficiency and assets—as I did.

Are you living on Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and just getting by? Do you have dreams and aspirations of starting and operating a successful and profitable business or getting a college degree and working in a specific career field? Do you want to live independently in your own home? If you answered yes, you are probably passing up FREE money. You should get every dollar you are entitled to pursue your goals because every little bit helps.
SSA offers a little known program called Plan for Achieving Self Sufficiency (PASS) for SSI and SSDI beneficiaries. If you can show a work goal capable of being accomplished, a well-written PASS application and business plan (for entrepreneurs), it is highly probable you can get a PASS. So, do not pass up this amazing opportunity because PASS offers a way out of poverty.

INTRODUCTION

You have a right to ask for these resources; and it is up to you to apply for a PASS. A PASS can include expenses for a computer, monitor, color printer, fax, copier, supplies, equipment, automobile, gas, maintenance, daycare, books and tuition, tools, adaptive equipment, personal care, cell phone, vehicle modification, special work-related medical expenses, and much more.

Does this all sound too good to be true? It did to me when I heard about PASS. Now that I am informed, I wonder why so many other people with disabilities are not aware of this rehabilitation program, which could possibly motivate them to self-sufficiency.

From my research, there are two primary reasons why PASS is underused. First, PASS is complicated (but do not be discouraged, it is doable). Second, SSA does not do very much to expose it or notify beneficiaries that they are eligible for PASS. However, as you delve into this book, you will uncover the best opportunity available to people with disabilities that are ready to live their dreams.

CHAPTER 12
MY PASS SUCCESS STORY (Excerpt)
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The vehicle that SSA bought for my business

I worked for 30 years before disability and had to depend on SSDI and Medicare health coverage for which I am neither proud nor ashamed.  I used a PASS to set aside SSDI and earnings, which allowed me to purchase the car in the photo for my business. The PASS also allowed me to qualify for SSI and Medicaid.

My goal was to become self-reliant through entrepreneurship. However, I did not have a clue about how I would get startup funds needed for my proposed home based business. Nevertheless, by faith in God, I was already preparing my business plan. When I discovered PASS, I developed a stronger determination to achieve my occupational goal, which meant extensive research and due diligence to make my dream come true.
Obtaining a PASS was a very challenging yet worthy achievement. I had to prove my ability to manage a business and that the PASS was appropriate for me. Unfortunately, vocational rehab denied me services; but fortunately, SSA 
