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BERNIE BOLTON'S BIG APPLE CHRISTMAS is 90 pages long, and is written as a middle-reader for 8-12 years old.  As Bernie tries to make sense out of some of the problems that face her age group, the reader will, hopefully, identify with the hard work it takes to grow up.


This story takes Bernice (Bernie) Blossom Bolton, age 9 1/2, on a Christmas trip to New York City with her grown sister and brother-in-law.  When Santa doesn't make a stop at The Plaza Hotel to drop gifts for Bernie on Christmas Eve, she is furious.  After refusing to go to breakfast on Christmas Day, she sneaks out of the hotel to explore Central Park on her own.


Before heading for the park, she takes a stroll down Fifth Ave. and meets up with a few interesting New Yorkers and then visits St. Patrick's Cathedral.  During her walk, she begins to learn that the word ‘gift’ has more than one meaning.


Finally, in Central Park, Bernie meets Ellis Duncan, a homeless man who, by choice, has taken up residence on a bench by the skating rink.  They spend the whole afternoon together, sharing experiences that are completely new to Bernie.  The best part of the day is when Ellis's sister Ruby arrives with a basket full of Christmas dinner.  She and Ellis tell Bernie about a along ago Christmas in Harlem, when their mother gave them a special and unusual Christmas gift.  It is a story Bernie will never forget, told by new friends she will always remember. 

After the cranberry sauce and pie, Ellis and Ruby return Bernie to the hotel and into the arms of her frantic sister.  What started out being the worst day of Bernie's life, ends up being one of the best.
 

