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INTRODUCTION

Where do I start?  When the Lord began moving me to write this book, I jumped in with both feet.  I didn’t give much thought to what it could mean for my life or to my relationship with him.  It wasn’t long into the project that the questions began.  Some of you understand the thoughts of doubt that creep in when God takes you out of your zone.  And so they came:  
· Who will ever consider this to be relevant?  
· You are a wife and working mother with three kids, what makes you think anyone is interested?  
· You aren’t connected to any ministry or being mentored by anyone.  What could you possibly share regarding the scriptures?  
· You’re not a professional writer; you don’t even know how to go about getting published.  
The questions went on and on.  Then I became afraid and even a little embarrassed about the project.  It was awhile before I even told my husband.  
But the Lord began speaking to me.  God I love him!   Through his word, through messages, by prophecies, and in prayer, God showed me that this book was most definitely his will.  I would finish it.  It would be relevant and people would be blessed.  If I have learned nothing else about walking with God, I have learned to “walk on anyhow.” Even though I have fear, I know to keep walking with him.  When I don’t know what I’m doing, I know to keep walking with him.  The key is not to stop and stand still ⎯ move on!  He will show the way.  He enables and empowers his children to do what he has called them to do.
I want you to understand where this book came from ⎯ its origins.  I became a Christian eleven years ago at the age of twenty-seven.  As I blended into the “culture” of the church, I began noticing things that seemed to contradict the message of faith in Jesus Christ.  The focus has gradually shifted to the pursuit of everything but a personal, intimate relationship with him.  Prosperity teaching has reached a whole new level due to preachers who encourage saints to press toward material wealth instead of the Lord.  The ministry of healing has become such a draw that salvation appears to have moved into second place.  Building a mega-church is now en vogue, and messages of salvation and spiritual maturity are totally generic so as not to offend.  The ardent question for me became: “Why aren’t we lifting up Jesus as the standard bearer and trusting the Lord to add to the church, heal the sick, and bless us with his favor?”  Reaching the saints concerning these issues became my mission, and I was inspired to write this book.     
I gradually moved away from the church where I was saved, and began to visit other Spirit-filled churches as I looked for an answer.  During that time, God allowed me to observe the shifts and “trends” adopted by some in the body of Christ as a way of breaking down my own notions regarding the Church, teaching me what it means to be spiritual, and not just religious. 
 Although I suffered through years of frustration, I now give thanks to God for the experience because I was compelled to search the scriptures.  The Lord forced me to see that he wasn’t confined to just blessing the church I came from, and he challenged every concept I had learned.  Through that process, showed me who he really was.  Graciously, the Lord let me know that I was not alone, for there were saints worldwide who felt the same.   I realized that many brothers and sisters also desired teaching that was substantial and challenging, providing instruction on how to use God’s wisdom in our everyday lives.  Other saints were similarly frustrated about the lack of spiritual depth in the body of Christ.  I sensed that a crop of people would be chosen and anointed by the Lord to set the church world on fire.  I believe you know who you are.  Start preparing to move!
And so here is the book ⎯ born out of frustration and a degree of loneliness; born out of being separated and without close ties, which gave me the objectivity needed to bring this message.  My soul is wearied with the religiosity that has been substituted for spirituality.   I often hear people talk about the “old time” church and how the saints walked in such power from God.  How many of us possess that power today?   Sadly, many among our ranks have become bourgeois and cosmopolitan and materialistic …but have no power!  The Lord hasn’t stopped working miracles, he shows his power daily, but those who are really hungry for God’s presence experience greater manifestations.  Look at the vast number of believers; how many are able to lay hands on the sick and have them recover?  How often have you seen cancer retreat?  Can drug demons successfully be cast out?  Where are the saints who can witness with such an anointing that sinners immediately repent and give their lives to God?  How many of us in the church can expound upon the word of God? 
 I have been watching with great interest what God is doing in Africa and Russia.  Those people are incredibly poor by American standards.  They would probably kill to have the standard of living we complain about so often.  A pastor from Uganda showed a video of his church that had no roof and dirt floors.  The congregation was able to scrape up enough money to buy chairs but they don’t need them because everyone in the sanctuary is dancing, leaping, and praising God.  They are witnessing healing and deliverance on a scale that should make us envious.  Those precious souls are so glad to know God is real and have such a desire to know more about him that the Lord is simply showering them with blessings.  At a convention recently, a bishop from Africa said they have expanded to two services a day because the people are coming in droves.   Back here in the land of prosperity, however, many of us are content with a nice little two hour service and dinner out afterwards!  My point is that we should examine the depth of our desire for the Lord.  Do you long for his presence?  How strongly do you feel about seeing your community affected by the power of God?
My vision for the church is to see each one of us functioning in maturity, in wisdom, and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  It is my prayer that before I leave here, the Lord will allow me to see and experience a powerhouse of a church ⎯ filled with saints who can individually touch people right where they are, changing lives through the anointing of Christ.   
The church is relevant to the many needs of society, and I’m tired of people suggesting that there is more hypocrisy inside the church than out of it.   Are we all struggling that hard to live for God?  I don’t think so.  Can we find the faith of Moses and Abraham in the church today?  Yes we can.  Where are the Esthers and Rahabs?  They are right in our midst.  And yet, there seems to be a pervasive lack of faith and maturity within the body of Christ.  How tragic that there are believers who have been “in church” for years who are still unable to walk in faith.    It is distressing to see negativity and pessimism among the saints of God.  Now is the time to get past the ‘Life is so hard; I’m going up the rough side of the mountain and I don’t know if I’ll make it’ attitude.  So many have mastered the martyr syndrome, but how about the victory cry?
My love for the church and the saints of God runs deep.  I am thankful that the Lord has allowed me to be a part of something so wonderful.  We have such a holy and divine purpose ⎯ a purpose with meaning, a purpose that affects lives and souls.  We may not always stay focused on that but it’s true.  The objective isn’t about attending church just to have our physical, emotional, and spiritual needs met; this is about going into the highways and byways and compelling men and women to come in.  What will we compel them with?  The power and anointing of God.  The church is the vehicle God has chosen to reach out to the world to draw people in.  The church is appointed to make known the life-changing message of Jesus Christ.  The need is great but so is the power God gives his church.  Let’s lay aside everything that does not bring honor to the name of the Lord and concentrate of fulfilling our purpose before he comes to take us home.

It is my prayer that, as you read this book, you will be open-minded and objective enough to see how it applies to you.  As I studied the Bible, God took me through a series of revelations.  He made me face myself ⎯ my way of thinking, my perceptions of people, my ignorance of the scriptures.  Step by step he showed me how to gain strength through his word.  The Lord had to tear down my self-conceived notions and give me his truth instead.  It was not an easy process but now I understand the “pain” which accompanies this kind of change is necessary and valuable.  This is not a book of criticism and condemnation; this is a message that brings hope and a renewed purpose to the saints of God.  The Lord is asking us to examine what we are claiming to do in his name, how we are living in his name, and to be honest and humble enough to admit that we all can go higher.  May God bless and strengthen each person who reads this.  Let his word be your guide and let his Spirit do its transforming work.  It is my desire that we all would beseech God to stir up the gifts that he has already placed in us.  Let’s rise up as powerhouses of the church and make a true difference in the world.
FOREWORD

As I look back over my life, I realize how much God has steadfastly been there for me ⎯ even when I didn't know him, didn't want to know him, and was doing my own thing.  From the depths of my soul I worship the Lord with thanksgiving and gratitude for taking me out of darkness into his marvelous light.  He is a just yet merciful God.  He is the keeper of my soul, my strength and my shield.  He is without a doubt my strong tower.  He is my comforter when people hurt me, and he is my peace during the storms of life.  Every one of us has dealt with the hardships of life.  It is my prayer that this book will help you realize that you are not alone ⎯ others have the same feelings and have experienced similar disappointments.  Although we all like to act as if all we need is God; the truth is that we take some comfort in knowing that there are others who share our experiences and feelings.   In God’s word we can read about people just like us ⎯ extremely fallible yet immensely useful to God. 
To my husband, Karry ⎯ thank you so much for supporting me in this endeavor.  Your strength and vision have kept me going.  
To my children ⎯ I never dreamed that God could bless me so abundantly!  I am very proud of you, and want to thank you for being a source of inspiration and instruction in my walk with God. 
“Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh, but in vain.”
Psalm 127:1

This book is dedicated to every saint who refuses to labor in vain.
CHAPTER ONE

Promises, Promises
Do you remember when you got saved how everyone told you that a “new life” was beginning and that your old life was no longer?  Can you remember how excited you were at the prospect of having a fresh new start, a new lease on life?  What a thrill to be able to start with a clean slate.  How confusing it is when all of the “old” people and “old” problems enter with you into your new life!
One of the biggest struggles we face as new believers is having the expectation that God will somehow eliminate everything that wasn't pleasant before you began your walk with him and then discovering the harsh reality that it isn't so.  Many of us have experienced mighty deliverance from drugs, alcohol and other addictive lifestyles and yet, God doesn't take every negative thing away.  Your deliverance may be assured but emotional scars remain and deep-rooted insecurities must be dealt with.   The same people that got on your nerves before you got saved still get on your nerves even after God changes your heart.
The resounding question is why?  Many of us become disenchanted with this God who is supposed to fix everything and doesn't.  People walk away because they were looking for a cure-all for every problem, every bad relationship, and every circumstance.  Please understand that I am not saying that Jesus cannot remedy those things ⎯ because he can.  But I find that often we seek him not for him, but for what he can do for us materially and naturally.  Churches are filled with people who buy into the teaching that as soon as you say yes to God, he says yes to your every wish.  Need a house?  Come to God.  Want a fatter bank account?  Come to God.  I believe in our zeal to see people converted, we are sometimes guilty of “selling” Jesus like miracle snake oil.   It’s tempting to push a Jesus who waves a hand and makes all financial problems disappear, but why not testify of him as Jehovah-jireh, Lord our provider?  There are some things that money won’t fix.  Money is of no use in the spiritual realm, you cannot buy the Holy Spirit or its anointing (Remember Simon in Acts 8?)  On the other hand, when you have spiritual “wealth” God will provide abundantly for you according to the counsel of his will.  Your greatest blessing can come from experiencing the Lord’s favor in your life.  We often promise the end of all depression and struggle, but why not promise Jehovah-shalom, the Lord our peace?  It’s the peace of God ⎯ that still, small voice ⎯ that nurtures and heals our hurts. The pledge that all physical ailments will be healed sounds good, but why not tell them about Jesus who is Jehovah- rapha, the Lord our healer?  He is a healer of the mind and body.  He is the healer of attitudes, perceptions and prejudice.  He is the mender of broken self-esteem.  Are you tired of fighting the world system and the corrupted standards of society?  Go to Jehovah-nissi, the Lord your banner, for he will surely fight your battles and bring balance to every injustice. 
Since we don’t know what the Lord’s will is for a person (unless he specifically speaks to you about them), why not just point them to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?  We have promised so much to so many only for them not to see the manmade promises come to pass because the Lord has a greater purpose for letting whatever it is remain.  It is confusing to believers and hinders their faith.  Let’s not ever forget that the greatest thing you could ever receive is salvation.  Without salvation, nothing else matters.  We should help hungry souls understand the importance of obtaining forgiveness and eternal life; the rest will take care of itself.
Not long ago, I found myself up at 3:00 a.m., unable to sleep.  I began watching a gentleman by the name of R. C. Haus who preached a message called “The Angry Savior".  He said something that really stuck with me which was: "God didn't save you so that he could be your errand boy.  He saved you to submit your will to his and allow him to use you for the building of his kingdom."  He went on to say that we seem to think once we are saved we can just submit our list to God, like we did to Santa when we were kids, and expect him to fill it.  
Wham!  That hit me right in the gut!  I thought about myself and had to admit ... I've been there … and still go there.  Isn’t this the way we sometimes view the church?  We come to have every bad thing removed and every good thing given to us without ever asking the Lord about his will for those areas of our lives. Thank you, Pastor Haus, for that word.  
I really began to think about how we have confused the respective roles.  God is the Almighty Creator, who spoke all things into existence.  He knows the end from the beginning and is everywhere at the same time.  He is all-powerful and everlasting.  And we are … none of those things!  Many of us have been so messed up by the “name it and claim it” teaching that we missed the fact that GOD decides what is best for us and what isn’t.  Yes, we have the ability to decide to choose a thing, but if it’s not God’s will for us nothing good will come of it.  Instead of buying into the teaching that we are entitled to everything, why not seek the Lord’s purpose for your life and trust him to provide for your needs … all of them? 
“What man is he that feareth the LORD? Him shall he {God} teach in the way that he shall choose.”  Psalm 25:12
Submission is a dirty word to us, but necessary so that we may learn our place.    It is taboo unless of course, we are not the one submitting.  We certainly have no issues when someone is in submission to us.   The carnal nature wants to exalt itself, and if you are not careful you can find yourself in a position of trying to serve God with your own agenda.  Have you ever looked up the definition for “serve”?  It means “to wait on”, “to do for.”  What are you doing for God?  Do you know his will for you?  
“Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness.”  Psalm 143:10
“For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.”   Philippians 2:13
If we know anything at all, it is that Jesus is the cure-all for sin.  Seeking him should be our goal.  Our earnest desire should be cleansing from the awful stain of sin, freedom from the captivity of Satan, and a desire to serve the Living God.   If that is your heart’s desire, God will take care of all your needs. 
Still, the question is often asked: "Why can’t we just sail victoriously through life and not struggle?"  Doesn't the word say that God will fight our battles and give us victory?  Doesn't it say that he will give us a peace that passes all understanding?  Here is something to consider.  In 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 Paul says:
“And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of revelations, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.  
For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.  
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.  Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in mine infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”
I am firmly convinced that God doesn't take away every weakness and problem in order to keep us humble.  The first thing to burst forth in the midst of any personal success or victory is pride.  I think the hardest thing for me to quench is ego.  It is a natural thing to be proud of your accomplishments, but not at all fitting to take an attitude of self-importance for something that God and only God has done.  Paul recognized that if it were not for the thorn, the frailty, the insufficiency left in him, he would go off on an ego trip because of the magnitude of spiritual knowledge God had given him.  Obviously God had given him peace regarding his decision to let the thorn remain, because Paul took pleasure in his infirmities.  Paul was then able to see the thorn from God’s point of view, realizing that living an overcoming life wasn’t by his might or his power but by God’s spirit.  Now that is a peace that passes all understanding!  Paul understood that anything he faced was nothing compared to God's power.  He knew that, even in his weakest and most broken-down state, God could show his glory.  Paul wanted God to be glorified, not himself.
Promises ... promises?  Most definitely!  Our God is a promise keeper; He is the Promise Keeper.  He will never go back on his word and he cannot lie.  I've heard that there are over 7,000 promises in the Bible.  All of them are sure and true and available for us if we simply follow the principles of God, and activate them through our faith in Jesus Christ.
“For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, was preached among you by us, ... was not yea and nay, but in him was yea.
For all the promises of God in him [Jesus] are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.”  2 Corinthians 1:19-20
“And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to full assurance of hope unto the end:
That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”  Hebrews 6:11-12
“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”  2 Peter 1:4
 Immaturity Not an Option
We like to spend our spiritual energy trying to get rid of our trials but how many of you know that God uses trials to make you better?  If you go to the word you will see that is exactly what the Lord says.  I wonder why some of us feel we should have special treatment?  The Lord plainly teaches that, without adversity, you do not grow spiritually.  There really is no point in sporting your little attitude when things aren’t going well.  Pick your lip up off the floor, get yourself together and ask yourself: “What is the Lord teaching me?  Is this an area where I need development?  How can I use this as an opportunity for Jesus to get some glory instead of an occasion to grumble and complain?”   To give us some insight into this principle, the Old Testament devotes chapter after chapter to Israel’s griping and complaining in the wilderness.  The majority of them never made it to God’s Promised Land because of it.
The nation of Israel witnessed miracles and feats of God that most of us will never live to see ⎯ plagues on their behalf, the parting of the Red Sea, the cloud by day and pillar of fire by night.  After all they had endured in captivity, could the wilderness be that bad?  So it was in the middle of nowhere, but they were free.  They felt isolated, but they had God.  Yet, they grumbled and mumbled against Moses and the Lord.  God fed them supernatural food, and they weren’t satisfied.  He quenched their thirst with water from a rock, and it wasn’t good enough.  If that isn’t special treatment I don’t know what is, and yet it seems as though they felt they deserved more!  Isn’t it funny how we can become self-centered and unappreciative after God delivers us from our trouble?
“And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would God we had died in this wilderness!
And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.
And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will this people provoke me? And how long will it be ere thy believe me for all the signs which I have shewed among them?
I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they.”  Numbers 14:2, 4,11-12
I marvel at how much we are like Israel sometimes.  Think about it.  Jesus freed us from the bondage of sin just as God freed Israel from slavery.  He severed the ties to our former master Satan, the god of this world, just as he delivered the Israelites out of the hand of Pharaoh, ruler of Egypt.  The Lord sets our feet on solid ground to walk in the newness of life just as he guided the Israelites on their journey to the Promised Land.  But it doesn’t take long for our eyes to turn back to where we came from.  Why?  Because all of our problems just don’t vanish and coming to Jesus usually presents the new believer with new issues to face.  Once you come into the kingdom, you are confronted with a set of challenges you never had in the world, and truly the world loves its own.  You never had the kind of clashes with your friends and family that you experience once the word gets out that you’re saved.  Suddenly you’ve become a curiosity, or worse, a problem.  People begin to treat you differently.  Your coworkers become distant and your family doesn’t understand you anymore.  Your “significant other” feels threatened by this new-found love you have for the Lord.  You tend to only feel comfortable in church or around other saints.  There is a feeling of isolation that sets in, just as the Israelites felt secluded in the wilderness after their deliverance.  It may not feel good, but it is necessary.
Isolation is a trial in itself but it is so necessary if you want to hear the voice of God.  Israel didn’t understand the purpose of their isolation and, oftentimes, neither do we.  They constantly wanted to be with and like the “crowd” (the other nations that surrounded them) and never fully comprehended that God had chosen them OUT of the crowd to be a peculiar people unto him.  This is still the church’s struggle today, individually and corporately.  Where do we fit in?  Are we supposed to fit in at all?  How close can we be to the world and still be the church?  And on the heels of it all comes the adversary, whose unholy mission is to draw us away and accuse us when we fall.  Did you really think he would just let you go without a fight?  
The prophet Zechariah wrote of a vision the Lord showed him of the high priest Joshua standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at Joshua’s right hand to resist him.  The devil was right there, even in the presence of God!  The Lord Himself rebuked Satan (Zechariah 3).  Jesus told Peter that Satan desired to have him to sift him as wheat (Luke 22:31).  He wants to press you through the sieve of temptation to break you in pieces, but God uses that same sieve to refine you.  Satan hindered even Paul, in all of his anointing, from going to Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 2:18), but look at what he wrote to the church at Corinth:
“We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair:
Persecuted but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;
Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”   2 Corinthians 4:8-10, 17
We are refined in the furnace of affliction, and come out as pure gold.  If everything in our lives went smoothly and without a hitch, we would never have a reason to trust God.  If you will just step off the edge and trust him, you will find that each trial is a stepping stone to a higher level of faith in the Lord.  Maturity comes from experience, and experience means you have been through events in your life (and survived).  Your encounters in life equip you to help someone else, which is what God calls us to do.
The most effective ambassadors for Christ are not lily white and pure ⎯ never been anywhere or have never done anything.  True ambassadors can talk to real people because they have been to the edge and back and are standing, by the grace of God, to tell about it.  There is no self-righteousness in them for they know that, were it not for God, it would have gone the other way.
“And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
And patience experience; and experience, hope:
And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”  Romans 5:3-5
Paul gloried in tribulations. The Greek word used is kauchaomai meaning to boast (Strong’s #2744).  Paul took pleasure in his infirmities.  Here, the word eudokeo is used which means to think it good, to choose, or to be favorably inclined (Strong’s #2106).  Paul is able to “count it all joy” when he deals with his afflictions within and without.  He gives the impression that he considers it to be an honor for him because, in doing so, he glorifies God.  He doesn’t cover up his weakness and the disappointments; he wears them proudly as a testimony of how God has brought him through.  There is no martyr attitude here, no “trouble on every side I don’t know how I’m going to make it” syndrome.  It seems that segments of Christianity have perfected the art of self-pity.  There are other religions where the adherents consider it an honor to die for their god, and who actually make it a practice.  If we say we serve the True and Living God, how much more should we earnestly contend for the faith?  We serve the only wise God, whose mercy endureth forever.  He will see to it that, regardless of circumstance, you will inherit the land and dwell therein forever (Psalm 37:29).  No matter what comes your way, nothing can separate you from the love of God.  He himself will rebuke Satan on your behalf, so take heart because the battle is not yours … it’s the Lords!  
Vain Imaginations
Try to imagine how effective the body of Christ would be if we all felt like Paul.  Instead, when I look around, I see ego raising its ugly head.  In our ranks are pastors and leaders who want to control and manipulate “their” people.  I see those who God has gifted parading in the flesh as though it were their own ability.  We get saved and find our niche in the church and take a superior attitude.  Saints are stepping on and over other saints in their efforts to be noticed, accepted, and used in a ministry.  It has lead to a spirit of competition in the church like I have never seen before and it grieves me.  We have cliques, and cliques in the cliques.  We segregate by our various talents, by those who we like and dislike, by income, race, and by level of spiritual maturity. 
We become judgmental of people in the world, totally forgetting that the world is precisely what we were delivered from!  We seem to forget that we had another life and that we were not always saved.  Even people raised in the church have done their share.  How is it that we can turn around and condemn people for doing the same things we did ... or are still doing?  It is time to get real. We put so much energy into selecting who we want as members of our church, and use the balance of that energy deciding who looks saved and who doesn’t, or who fits in and who doesn’t.  The church is not some exclusive club or fraternity, and we certainly don't have the right to choose who is admitted.  Didn't the Lord say:
 “You have not chosen me, I have chosen you.”  John 15:16
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”   Romans 8:29-30
How have we come to the place where we decide whether or not people “belong” in our church based on their appearance or background?  How can the church take a vote on a candidate to be accepted?  A long time ago my husband told me that the true Church, God’s Church was not an organization but a living organism ⎯ how true.  And God, not us, chooses the true Church.  Our responsibility is to love, encourage, teach and preach Jesus Christ to  whoever wants to hear.   Since the wonderful grace and blessings in our lives are God's doing alone, we must stop lording that over people as if it were our own doing.  How dare we ever try to take credit for what almighty God has done!  He said he would not share his glory with another; it all belongs to him.
“For who maketh thee to differ from another? [God!]  And what hast thou that thou didst not receive? [From him]  Now if thou didst receive it, why doest thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?”  Colossians 4:7
In other words, it is God that gives us our gifts, talents, and anointing, and he gives it according to his good pleasure and according to his purpose.  My gift isn't yours and yours isn't mine.  Isn't it wonderful that God orchestrates your blessings just for you?  Paul asks:  "And what do you possibly possess that God didn't bestow upon you?"  So why do we get a big head and glory in ourselves as though it is not God’s blessing and that we are somehow responsible?
“For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly that he ought to think; but to think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.” 
Romans 12:3
“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.  
Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus: 
Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  Philippians 2:3-8
Can you imagine the God of heaven, coming in flesh and submitting himself to his own creation? 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God ... All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made ... He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.  He came unto his own, and his own received him not...And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  John 1:1, 3, 10-11, 14
If the omnipotent, eternal God of heaven could come in flesh as Jesus Christ and suffer humiliation and persecution from the very ones to whom he gave life, how much more should we strive to remain humble?  There is a saying I've heard parents’ use for years: "I brought you into this world and I can take you out!"  Now that I have kids, I understand just what that means.  As parents, you and I are in a position of authority, which if we are wise, we teach our children to respect.  Anyone with children knows the feeling you get when your kid mouths off or is flip in some way.  Don't we run it down for them?  “I put the clothes on your back and the food in your belly and provide the roof over your head.  Don't you dare talk to me that way!  I changed your dirty diapers and stayed up with you all night when you were sick.  Don't you dare.”  Sound familiar?   But when I consider how our precious Lord not only didn't expect the same type of respect we do, but knew how we were going to treat him, I'm in awe at the depth of his love and patience with us.  
Imagine the child you helped create, the child you nurtured and loved, turning on you.  Picture that child as part of a crowd that is beating you and spitting on you.  Envision your child killing you and being pleased with the deed.  It is the ultimate betrayal isn't it?   Some of us are “killing” the Lord’s witness today with our unbelief, our attitudes, and our lack of faith.  Are you willing to step out from among the crowd and yield to Jesus the way He yielded to the Father?  " ... not my will, but thine, be done."  (Luke 22:42)  
Jesus made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant.  Jesus made himself … the Lord made a conscious decision.  He could have come in glory, as a man of wealth and influence, but he chose to come in the form of a servant.    God calls on us to be servants ⎯ not just to him but also to each other.   A servant is available when the master calls.  A servant tries to anticipate the master’s needs by being prepared in advance.  A servant understands that the role of submission to the master actually aligns him or her as the master’s helper and aide.  Christ came as our example, as a model for us to follow.  Our desire should be to be like him.  1 John 2:6 says: “He that saith he abideth in him [Jesus] ought himself also so to walk, even as he [Jesus] walked.”  Look closely at our Jesus; learn about him.  His life lifts up a standard you and I can press toward.  What will you see? ⎯ love, self-sacrifice, humility, and unselfishness shown by the Creator to his creation.  
“So after He had washed their feet, and had taken His garments, and was set down again, he said unto them,
Know ye what I have done to you?  Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.
If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.
For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.”   John 13:12-15
Could this possibly be what Paul meant when he wrote in Romans 12:1 to “present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service?”  Ask yourself: Do I only love those who love me?  Can I show humility or do I always have to have the upper hand?  Am I of service to others and can I take a back seat, or do I always have to be in the forefront?  Can I take a hit in a situation trusting that God will work it out?  1 Peter 2:20-22 says: 
“For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? But, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable to God.  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin neither was guile found in his mouth.”  

In other words, there is no glory in accepting chastisement for your faults ⎯ that’s what you are supposed to do.  The glory comes when you are rebuked and have done well, when it's not your fault.  If you can take that patiently, then you are meeting the standard of God.  Will you allow the Lord to shape you in this way?
Let me close this chapter by saying that submitting your life and your will to the Lord Jesus Christ will bring a change in your life.  He knows what you need and where you are going and how to get you there ⎯ if you will just trust him.  Let's not make our goal prosperity, leadership, or a life free of problems.  Let us “press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."  Phil. 3:14
“But he [God] giveth more grace.  Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble.  Submit yourselves therefore to
God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.  Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.”
James 4:7, 8, & 10

CHAPTER TWO
My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge
I have attended services at many churches and have noticed something very disturbing: our focus seems to be shifting away from the Gospel of Jesus Christ and his saving power to “signs and wonders.”  So much time is spent seeking the outward manifestation of God's power that the people aren't being taught how to seek the inward manifestation of God's power in them, and through them.
What good is it to shout and dance, get slain in the Spirit and lay on the floor for an hour, only to rise up not able to face the trials of life?  To face this world and its challenges you need FAITH.  So many of us have the impression that “carpet time” with the Lord builds our faith.  Not so, the bible says, “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God..”  (Rom. 10:17)
Certainly, receiving a touch from God in a service or anywhere else is amazing.  It comforts us, sustains us, and strengthens us.  Many times God can speak to you in that state without interference.  Other things can be purged out and we arise feeling refreshed.  It's beautiful!  But it is not a substitute for the word of God.  We often focus only on the feeling of being touched by God and not on the word, which is God’s revelation of who he is.  Saints become church junkies who exist from service to service to get “touched” or “refilled” in order to make it two or three more days until the next service.  Can you make it on the word and not the feeling?  If you can’t, it is time to learn.  The atmosphere in church is wonderful, and praising God feels good, but you are going to need the word in you to survive.
The purpose of praise and worship is to glorify and bless the name of God, not to be slain in the Spirit.  Praise is our ministry to the Lord, not a “gimme” session.  I’m going to step way out and say that the purpose of worship is not even so that we can get healed.  I believe that just magnifying the name of God, thanking him, and extolling him, no matter what my condition, is the purpose of praise.  It is our duty to praise him for his wonderful excellence.  All creation owes him praise,
“Praise ye the LORD, Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the heights.
Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts.
Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light.
Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created.
He hath also established them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not pass.
Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps:
Fire, and hail; snow, and vapours; stormy wind fulfilling his word:
Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars:
Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl:
Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth:
Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children:
Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven.
He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him.  Praise ye the Lord.”  
Psalm 148

The trees are called to praise him, so are the animals.  They don’t come with a reason or an agenda; they praise God because he decreed it so.  Do people really get healed during worship?  Aboslutely!  When it is God’s will for them to be healed.  But what about those who are never healed?  Some of those people are the greatest worshippers because they can speak his praises in spite of circumstances.  Paul talks about his infirmity and admits that he prayed for the Lord to remove it, but God did not see fit to do so.  Paul was able to see how this negative answer to his prayer took his praise to another level.  God showed him that, through his infirmities, he would show his power.  Paul tells the church at Corinth that he gloried in his infirmities so that the power of Christ might rest upon him.  What about people who aren’t praising God but get healed anyway?  It is important for you to understand that we should not have ulterior motives when we come to worship God.  We know he sees our hearts.  Healed or not, praise him.  Broke or not, praise him.  Hurting or fulfilled, praise him.  Let’s encourage the saints to praise his name just because he is a mighty God!  
The Bible tells us that God inhabits the praises of his people (Ps. 22:3).  When we come together to worship God, praise is what ushers in his tangible presence.  It should be our time to simply exalt the name of the Lord and bask in his presence.  Many saints feel that this experience is confined to church service, but Jesus also said, “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20).  The Lord is present if there are only two saints who come together to bless him and it doesn’t have to be in a sanctuary.  There are saints who can get into his presence when they are alone ⎯ no choir, no crowds, and no pretty sanctuary.  That’s how I want to be!  We do God and ourselves a disservice if we think he will only meet us in church.  God, the Spirit, lives in us at all times.  We don’t need to visit a building or seek a group for worship ⎯ we have a built-in worship leader.
A time of praise and worship is an intimate union with God.  Don’t succumb to the pressure to worship him in a certain way.  The Lord is a personal God, and he moves on different people in different ways.  Some may want to shout and dance, others may want to kneel and be quiet.  Let the Lord have his way.  It bothers me when we try to make everyone do the same thing at the same time.  Worship him in your own personal way, remembering that he loves you for the unique person you are.  Speak to the Lover of your soul and let him know how you feel.  No one has to script that for you; let it come from the innermost part of you.  Let’s not take such a wonderful privilege and turn it into something trivial and generic.
Praise sets the tone for the tangible presence of the Lord felt by the believer.  Praise skyrockets our faith and prepares us to hear his word. But we should not just stop there.  Once we feel him we need the word, which is quick and sharper than a two-edged sword to do its work in us, dividing asunder the soul and the spirit.
Knowing

Our biggest downfall as Christians is that too many of us would rather sit and listen to someone else rather than dig into the word ourselves.  It’s easier to let someone else feed us.   Please understand that I am not against teaching and preaching.  The Bible says: 
“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?  And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a preacher?  
And how shall they preach except they be sent?  As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!”  Romans 10:14-15
It is important to understand that you must strive to know the Bible for yourself.  Knowing the word adds to the foundation being laid by your pastor, and also helps you identify false teaching.  If you don't know God’s word for yourself, how will you know if what is being taught is in accordance with the scriptures?
To get a revelation of the deeper things of God you must do one thing: believe all the scriptures.  In his book, Portraits of Christ in Genesis, M.R. De Haan says: "If Jesus rebuked the people of His generation for not believing all the Scriptures (Luke 24:25), then what excuse have we with the added light of the New Testament and the illumination of the Spirit of Pentecost?  And yet the ignorance of the average believer concerning the word of God is appalling and shocking.  This may offend many of you, and be very unwelcome, but one of the most discouraging things in my ministry is to find that after teaching some people for years, they are still children as far as knowledge of the word is concerned.”  
What a painful truth and it is more prevalent today than when he wrote it thirty years ago.  We take from the word what we want, and reject what we don't like.  Consequently, we do not understand many of God's principles.  If you don't know or understand them, they cannot be applied.  When you don't apply them, you won't produce fruit in those areas.  

Believe all the scriptures and God will begin to build upon the foundation of his word.   He will take you from layer to layer, level to level.  Precious truths will become illuminated when you believe all the scriptures.  Do you dare try?
“Whom shall he teach knowledge? And whom shall he make to understand doctrine? Them that are weaned from the milk and drawn from the breasts,
For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line: here a little there a little.”  Isaiah 28:9-10
Line upon line, precept upon precept, one on top of the other.  Each one lays a new foundation for the next revelation and yet remains tied to the one below that supports it.  No house can be completed unless the foundation is laid, the walls are framed, and the roof is built.  It's difficult to tell what the house will look like when you can only see the frame of the building, but you have seen pictures of the final structure and you trust that the builder knows how to construct the foundation to exactly fit the specifications.   Once the sheetrock is in and the floors are laid, you can walk through the bare rooms with a clearer vision of what the dwelling will look like.  The house is eventually completed, and you are then able to see it in its final form.  
This is the same principle at work in the word of God.  Even though you cannot grasp everything in the word right away, you trust that God has laid a sure foundation.  The word tells us that the foundation is Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:10-11).  As you hear the word, your faith is increased.  As you study the word, God begins to link words, concepts, and principles, and you begin to see it all coming together ⎯ the big picture.  This wonderful process continues until, one day, the entire world will see the fulfillment of the word that you and I have come to know and trust.  We will see the place that God has prepared for us, and we will stand in his presence and worship him.  

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he [God] is pure.”  
1 John 3:1-3
I vividly remember weaning each of my children.  Every time I would introduce a new taste, I would giggle at the faces they made.  They would give me the "What in the world is this?  Where is my milk?" kind of face.  But after a few spoonfuls, they would lean forward and open their mouths for more, clapping and gurgling in pleasure with each mouthful.  Saints of God, I ask you: Do you have an appetite for the word or are you one of those “picky eaters”?   
“Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.  Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”   Matthew 18:3-4
“Except you become as a little child” ... you see, children are teachable.  They are shaped and molded by the one in authority over them.  Children don't have agendas; instead, they follow where the parent leads.  That's why the world is in such a mess today ⎯ there is no leadership and authority in many homes.  But our Heavenly Father is not an absentee dad or a dysfunctional mom.  His way is sure and true, filled with blessings and power for those who are teachable, those willing to be formed in the hands of the Master. 
Jesus said to “search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and they are they which testify of me” (John 5:39).  Search the scriptures and believe them.  Don’t just pick the ones that make you feel good; ask God to reveal truth through ALL of his word.
Ignorance is Not Bliss

One of Paul's frequent sayings was: "I would not have you ignorant, brethren.” Does not the Bible say to "study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth?" 2 Timothy 2:15. 
In I Corinthians 3, Paul chides the church because they have not grown in their relationship with Christ through the word.  He tells them that he could not even speak to them as spiritual people but as carnal, even as babes in Christ.  Keep in mind he is talking to church folk.  How would you feel if someone in the church said you were not a mature, seasoned saint but a carnal, “just out of the world” babe?  I would find it insulting, what about you?  But the question remains: Can you hold up under strong teaching?  Are you still carnal or have you grown?  I know people who seemingly don't want to hear anything heavy.  They plead: "Just keep it simple.”  The philosophy seems to be if it's going to “get in my face” or challenge me in any way, I really don't want to deal with it.  But over the years I've learned to measure myself by the word.  It will always let you know where you fall short, but always graciously gives you a way to improve your spiritual walk.  Do you ever read the word and ask: Is this me?  

Paul goes on to say that he has fed them with milk (basics) and not with meat (heavier, deeper things of God) and they still have not grown and cannot hold up under strong teaching.  That is a scary passage for me.  I don't want to be that way.  If we were to take a poll of Christians today, I'm sure most would say that they don't want be that way either, and yet, some of the craziest teachings and traditions with absolutely no basis in the word come right out of the church!  
I wonder if any of us realize just how many so-called doctrines we have believed in over the years that are not supported by the word of God, yet we held on to them because we didn't know any better ⎯ and neither did the teacher!  Think about some of the dogma we have passed on to our children and grandchildren.  Generations come up believing in something that is not biblically sound all because we would rather be bottle-fed than eat a full-course meal!
You know it is dangerous to be this way ⎯ dangerous and miserable.  Let me tell you why.  First, as a saint who is walking with the Lord, you should see growth in your relationship with Christ.  Second, I must emphasize again, you must know and apply the word in your life.  If you are relying on traditions and the vain philosophies of men as your spiritual foundation, you are on a road to disaster.  Jesus said:
“Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? Thus ye have made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.  Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.  But in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” 
Matthew 15:3, 6, 7-9
And Paul said:
“Beware, lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments [foundations] of the world, and not after Christ.  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power.”  Colossians 2:8-10
And John wrote:
“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the world.”  1 John 2:15
 These verses are often used to reach the unsaved and bring them out of false religion, but Jesus was speaking to the Jews ⎯ God's people.  Don't forget they were the people that received the law of God, but corrupted it through their own ideas and agendas.  They possessed some of the truth but missed the fulfillment of all of the truth.  Jesus was and is addressing the issues of the modern-day church.  Oftentimes we start out possessing truth and, through our tampering due to ignorance or personal agendas, we make the truth into a lie.  
“Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.”   Deuteronomy 4:2
“Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.  Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”  Proverbs 30:5-6
We would do well to heed what the Lord says about those to whom he gives truth and revelation only to see it corrupted by their carnality.
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness.  [This is not referring to those in the world.  See the next verse.]
Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.  
For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.  [This is for church folk!]
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God [Instead they looked to glorify themselves], neither were thankful [but took his blessings for granted and took credit for them as well], but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like unto fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.  [Their carnal desires became their idols, like the pagan gods of the heathen]  
Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleaness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and served the creature [themselves] more than the creator, who is blessed forever.  Amen.”  Romans 1:18-25
Ouch!  Do you see what God is showing us not only through the written word but also through the actual history of a nation?  This isn’t just for the Jews who rejected Christ, but for the church also.  The nation of Israel is our example.  The entire plan of God was revealed to them throughout history by Moses, the prophets, and the acts of God.  All of the Pentateuch revealed God and yet Israel missed him because they desired their own glory.  We are privileged that God left us an example through them of what not to do, yet we still don’t take advantage of them having gone before us.  Everything that God has ever done isn't about you or me or anyone else.  The word of God, the purpose of salvation, and our Christian walk and development are all to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.  The entire Bible speaks of him; we serve and worship Jesus.  The Lord should be the focus, not any of us.  
“Unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever.”  Amen.  1 Timothy 1:17
“That thou keep this commandment, without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords.  
Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting.  Amen.”  1 Timothy 6: 14-16
Thou Wilt Show Me the Path of Life
It disturbs me to see so many saints aggravated and upset over every little (and big) thing in their lives.  Do you think it is God's will for blood-bought saints to walk around frustrated, depressed, angry, and at wits end?  Where is faith?  We know that without faith, it is impossible to please God, and we know that faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word.  So we've come full circle back to the scriptures.  The Lord has given us the path of life by the word ⎯ the written and the incarnate word.  Jesus said: “the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life."  John 6:63  
Why not let God lead you in the paths of righteousness?  Only he is able to do this for you.  Anything that we try to do on our own will only end up in a mess.  When you operate outside of the principles of God you are without his covering.  Without his covering, you are open and fair game for any circumstance to overtake you.  When that happens, you will experience one of the most painful conflicts you can imagine ⎯ walking in the flesh instead of the Spirit.  The battle between the natural man and the spiritual man is part of our walk with God but what happens when the flesh wins?
Without warning, your spiritual health becomes a victim to the winds and rains of life.  You say you believe God but you really do not. You say you have faith and yet you really have none.  The Bible says without faith it is impossible to please God, so you just sink down further in your circumstances and seem to live from crisis to crisis because you don't know and apply God's word in your life.
“Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statues; and I shall keep it unto the end.  Give me understanding and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.  
Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for therein do I delight.  Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness.  
Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way.  Stablish thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted to thy fear.  
Turn away my reproach which I fear: for thy judgments are good.  Behold I have longed after thy precepts: quicken me in thy righteousness.”  
Psalm 119:33-40
David had eight requests: Teach me, give me, make me, incline my heart, turn away my eyes, quicken me in thy way, stablish (establish) thy word, and turn away my reproach.  God has to do it all!  You can’t do it on your own; when you try, life and Satan will railroad you.
Suddenly, you find there is always anger and anxiety living in the pit of your stomach.  You lash out at people over things large and small.  You begin to manipulate individuals and situations in your life because you don't trust God to handle it his way.  It doesn't feel right if you don't have your hands in the pot.  You are trying to get spiritual results in the flesh, and the results are never what they are supposed to be.
Envy sets in against others who always seem to be at peace.  Before you realize it, there is a root of bitterness that has taken hold of your very soul and all of your actions are steered by this irrational, negative spirit.  You don't rest well.  The worrying is always there.  You are always on edge, waiting for the next aggravation you just know is coming your way.  This state of mind and spirit is infectious and will spread to other areas of your life.   It spills over into your home life, your professional life, and your spiritual life.  You don't feel like praying and it's hard to read your Bible.  You haven't fasted in months and aren't hearing from God.
“My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken thou me according to thy word.  
I have declared my ways and thou heardest me: teach me thy statues.  
Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so shall I talk of thy wondrous works.  
My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me according unto thy word.  Remove me from the way of lying: and grant me thy law graciously.  
I have chosen the way of truth: thy judgments have I laid before me.  
I have stuck unto thy testimonies: O LORD, put me not to shame. 
I will run the way of thy commandments, when thou shalt enlarge my heart.”   Psalm 119:25-32
David's soul cleaved to the dust because he declared his ways.  David tried to carry the burden of his own actions and was not only incapable, but found it to be too heavy to bear.  Thankfully, we have a Savior who says: "For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light" (Matthew 11:30).
The book of 1 Chronicles 13 illustrates a situation where David declared his own way.  The incident could be applied to any of our lives: good intentions and bad results.  David had just reclaimed the ark from Kirjath-jearim and was preparing to bring the ark back to the city of David.   His desire was to give God a great tribute and bring the ark back with much solemnity and ceremony.  In his zeal to do something remarkable for the Lord, he decided to make a new cart for the ark to rest on during the procession through the city.  There was a major flaw in his decision however, because the Lord commanded that the priests were to carry the ark on their shoulders by the staves he commanded them to make.
“This shall be the service of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation, about the most holy things:
“And when the camp setteth forward [when they were ready to move the tabernacle and the ark], Aaron shall come, and his sons, and they shall take down the covering vail, and cover the ark of the testimony with it.”  Numbers 4:4-5
“..all the vessels of the altar; and they shall spread upon it a covering of badgers skins, and put it to the staves of it…
... after that, the sons of Kohath shall come  bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die.”   Numbers 4:4-15
God said the priests were to carry the ark.  He decreed that they should bear this holy thing on their shoulders.  Why?  It is a clear type of the New Testament ministry for which we are now responsible.  God calls us to carry the gospel to the world and bring the ministry of reconciliation “of God in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19) ... of forgiveness of sin through the blood of Jesus Christ ... of salvation and eternal life.  Jesus said: "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me" (Matthew 16:24).  He also made it very clear that "he that taketh not his cross and followeth after me, is not worthy of me" (Matthew 10:38).  Jesus also said: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light"  (Matt. 11:29-30).
It was God’s command that the ark was to be carried by the Levites and no one else could touch it.  Although he had good intentions, David organized a catastrophe.
“And they carried the ark of God in a new cart out of the house of Abinadab: and Uzza and Ahio drave the cart.
And David and all Israel played before God with all their might, and with singing…
And when they came unto the threshingfloor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold the ark: for the oxen stumbled.
And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzza, and he smote him, 
because he put his hand to the ark: and there he died before God.” 
2 Chronicles 13:7-10

How could things go so wrong?  Because David disregarded the word of the Lord and as a result of his disobedience, an innocent man ⎯ who also had good intentions ⎯ died.  Bad results.  Even though Uzza was trying to protect God’s vessel, the Lord’s anger was kindled against him because he violated his word.  Had Uzza let the ark fall, he would not have died; but because he had respect for the things of God but not the commandments of God, he also paid the penalty.  This serves us notice not to let our zeal for spiritual things affect our judgment so that we follow people into error.  Uzza knew what the Lord commanded.  David should have borne the responsibility alone.  How easily are innocent people drawn into our disasters.
What an incredible lesson the Lord is teaching us.  Every time you “make your own cart” instead of doing what God said to do, you will have to deal with the consequences.  And notice how quickly other people get involved.  Whenever you transgress God’s word, the innocent always suffer.  It may be a loved one, a marriage, a child, or a job, but something or someone somewhere will pay for your mistake.  In the Bible, the innocent always pay the price for the sins of others.
True to the form of human nature, David got upset with God!  Have you ever been mad at God because he let you face the consequences of your bad decisions?  David was, and not only was he upset but he then became afraid of the ark and didn’t want to take it home. You see, he still missed the point: the power behind the chastisement was not in the thing, it was in God.  Often, as children of God, we avoid the circumstance or consequence of our actions rather than deal with it.  We choose to leave it because it doesn’t feel good to have to face our mistakes.  The problem is that, when you don’t face the mistakes, you repeat the same ones over and over until you learn.  David chose to leave the ark at the house of Obed-edom (at least he learned part of the lesson ⎯ he carried it!).  I’m sure David thought he could shuffle the problem off on someone else so he wouldn’t have to deal with it.  Isn’t that what we tend to do?  We throw the blame on everyone else, make excuses for our errors, and pass along the hot potato.  
But here is where you can get a real glimpse of the workings and character of God.  The Bible says: “And the ark of God remained with the family of Obed-edom in his house three months.  And the LORD blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that he had.”  The curse David threw off on Obed-edom became a great blessing for his entire household!  Your mess is your mess and your chastisement is yours.  No one else can take the heat for you.  You can’t transfer it to someone else so you must learn to deal with it, because the same thing that brings you pain will bring someone else much joy.
When David heard of the blessings at Obed-edom’s house, he finally realized that his problem wasn’t the ark; it was his lack of obedience to the word.  He went and retrieved the ark, brought it to the city of David, and ended up worshipping God like never before, even dancing out of his clothes!  (See the same story in 2 Sam 6).  What a relief to finally understand what the Lord is teaching you.  The burden is lifted.  There is an assuredness and a steadfastness that comes when you recognize the lesson, learn from it, and then move forward.  David learned his lesson well.  Note what is written in Judges 15:   
“And David made him houses in the city of David, and prepared a place for the ark of God, and pitched for it a tent.
Then David said, None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites; for them hath the Lord chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minister unto Him forever.”
He got it!  The Lord put him on Straight Street, but look at the price that was paid; an innocent man perished.
Think of how often we declare our ways.   I feel so embarrassed when I reflect on the times that I just had to put my two cents in and take over a situation.  What was I thinking?  People I encountered were negatively affected because I drew them into my conspiracies.  On the serious side, I was responsible for damaging people that I lost my temper with and told off.  I was responsible for hurting someone's feelings or, worse, disregarding them.  I still regret getting involved in certain things because of the devastation I left behind lies, hurt, and manipulation just to name a few.  What kind of witness is that?  We are called to be living epistles, read of all men.  What are people reading in you?
Can you speak of God's wondrous works not just in public but in your quiet time?  Can you praise and bless his name not only in the sanctuary but when you are alone with him?  I'm not talking about the fake "God is good and I'm blessed" performance we put on so that no one suspects what we're really going through.  We have become so adept at acting out our spiritual characters that we fool everyone into thinking all is well when we are dying inside.  In our pain we look to other saints or pastors for comfort, forgetting that the Lord said he would not leave us comfortless but would come to us.  The church often exerts such pressure to look like you are living an overcoming life, and to look like you don't have any struggles, and to look like you are just a Holy Ghost dynamo that many saints cave in under the weight of the facade.  What's funny is that everyone in the church is dealing with their own adversities; many are the same as your own.  So why fake it?  Some of you have been living in spiritual limbo for years.   Now is the time to break out and escape!  The Comforter is here!
“The Spirit of the LORD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; He hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;
To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn. 
To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD that he might be glorified.”   Isaiah 61:1-5
Jesus is anointed not only to deliver salvation to the unsaved and loose them from the bonds of sin, but his anointing also frees us from the prisons of anger and low self-esteem, resentment, fear and depression, ugly pasts, and harsh realities.  You can be free.  Jesus can apply precious Holy Ghost salve to the torn areas of your life and tenderly wrap them with his love.  He can step into your life and proclaim that, from this day forward, the devil and any fiendish spirit he sends will have to go!
How wonderful that Jesus can give you beauty in exchange for the ashes and ruins in your life: the sense of purpose that was incinerated by someone who said you would never be anything in life, the burned up traces of innocence engulfed by rape or abuse, the particles of trust that have blown away every time you were betrayed and hurt.
Jesus Christ can bring healing.  Your ashes and your waste places can be replenished.  Instead of sadness, you can receive the oil of joy.  Instead of that spirit of heaviness, a garment of praise!  Jesus is waiting to slip that garment over your shoulders; his arms will enfold you and you will be covered.  I sometimes envision that garment of praise being draped over me.  I can feel the weight of it.  It feels like a heavy woolen winter garment.  My shoulders hunch under the weight of it but it shields me from the cold winds.  What a beautiful thought!  Where you were once bent over under the load of your problems, you can instead carry praise for our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ!  Instead of complaining, you can bless the name of God!  Sweet tears of joy can replace the salty tears of hurt and bitterness.
Before long, you are standing tall in that garment.  Praise is the medicine that strengthens your weary frame.  You are a tree of righteousness, tall and regal, the planting of the Lord.  It's all his work!  Why do you struggle so?
“I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my supplications.  
Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I live.  The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow. 
 Then called I upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.  Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful. 
 The LORD preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and he helped me.  
Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee.  
For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.  
I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.  
I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted: 
I said in my haste, All men are liars.  
What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?  
I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord.  
I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people.  
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.  
O LORD, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds.  
I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the LORD.  I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people, 
In the courts of the LORD'S house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem.  Praise ye the LORD.”  Psalm 116
CHAPTER THREE

Walk the walk, Talk the talk
“The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of the foolish doeth not so.”  Psalm 15:7
I would like to run two groups of words by you: (1) maturity, wisdom, experience, responsibility, and reliability; (2) immaturity, foolishness, inexperience, irresponsibility, and unreliability.  
In the course of living we undoubtedly have been in one group or the other, and it seems to be our nature as human beings to vacillate between the two.   Some of us have the ability to stay in one of these categories longer than others; so the question is: Where do you find yourself the most?
This question is vitally important because all of the other issues in your world connect through the group you function in most often. 
· How, and on what basis do you make decisions?
·  How do you react to people and/or situations in adversity?  
· Are you someone who others can depend on and trust or do you violate confidences and break commitments?  
These questions are significant because you will find that, all too often, your natural tendencies transfer over into the spiritual.

What will you find?  God has a message for every inadequacy in the scriptures, laziness, indecisiveness, anger, revenge, jealousy, depression, loneliness, and betrayal.  The scriptures address our human frailties.  If you search the Bible you will find that God provides guidance and comfort.  He promises to be with us throughout our trials. 
I once read an article that contrasted a mature person versus an immature person.  As it listed all of the traits of each, I was able to identify myself and other people in my life.  What started out as a simple glance at an article became a very profound and “telling” experience for me.  That basic outline was actually a tool that could be used to help you spot harmful tendencies in yourself and others.   The results were meant to aid you in making personal changes and in making solid decisions regarding how to deal with others.  I then began to reflect on the scriptures and realized God’s word is the perfect measuring tool.  He clearly spells out his requirements and the steps to achieve them.     
If we have the tools in front of us, why not use them?  The answer can be found by looking at the topic of this chapter: maturity.  Maturity is utilizing your knowledge to make decisions that will benefit yourself or others.  Here is an illustration: You can place a bowl of food and a baby spoon in front of an infant, but all of the areas that control the functions necessary for the child to self-feed have not yet been fully developed.  Nor has the infant’s digestive system matured sufficiently to process solid food, and so they survive on milk or formula for much of their first year of life.  But if you placed the same bowl of food and a spoon in front of a six-year-old and that child couldn’t use the utensils or digest the solid food, it would signal that something wasn’t right.     
“Saved folk” are still real people that have to function in the real world.  It is mind-boggling that many saints of God are no better, (and sometimes worse), at reading people and situations than their worldly counterparts.  How can this be when God has given us the answers already?  Could it be that some of us are infants who can only digest milk and not solids?  Paul got tired of preaching to folks who couldn't process what he gave them, and he finally got to the point where he flat out tells them (with love) that he is sick of it.  Pastors and teachers must be tired of laboring in the gospel and delivering the word to saints who are developmentally delayed.  As the body of Christ, when are we going to get tired of being in preschool when we should have graduated already?
“Of whom [Jesus] we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.
For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.
For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use
Have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”  
Hebrews 5:11-14
The Lord just read our news!  This is an age-old problem that still exists in the church today.   The word of the Lord stands forever, doesn't it?  Everyone who survives on milk (the simple) is unskillful in the word of righteousness and is a babe.  That’s fine if you have just come in to the kingdom, but there are saints who have been in the church for years and are still babes.  But the strong meat, the skill, belongs to those who are grown and mature.  How did they grow?  By applying the word, they have honed their skills and their senses have been sharpened to discern both good and evil.  These are the saints with power!  These individuals don’t make crazy, rash decisions.  I wonder how many preachers, teachers and others gifted by the Spirit of God feel like Paul.  How many of these saints have no outlets for expression or venting because they interact with people who “hear, yet hear not and see, yet see not?”  How many saints search the body of Christ and wonder when is this crowd is going to get a clue, wonder how long it will take people to learn to apply God’s word in their lives, and wonder about the effectiveness of church leaders?  Where are the teachers?  Too many believers are still sitting in the students’ desks and won’t get up so that the next class can come through!  What respect (and sympathy) we should have for people that God has placed in the forefront to instruct his people.  It is not an easy job.
 The point I am making is this: why is the church as a whole so hard to instruct?  I believe the root of the problem lies in two areas: The first is complacency or even downright laziness, on the part of many (not all) in authority and many (not all) of the saints in the laity.  We are about to delve into an area that I realize is sensitive and may offend some, but that is not my intent.  Be willing to take and honest look at yourself and, if it pertains to you, then recognize that and deal with it.  David was a man after God's own heart because he recognized his faults, confessed them, and then asked for help.  God doesn't call us to be perfect in the context of not having any weaknesses; he just wants us to be honest!
Let's deal with the first point as it relates to those who preach or teach, (which technically should include all the saints because we are called to share this gospel).  Understand that I am not a preacher, nor am I in a position of leadership with a church.  I am speaking from my observations and discussions with other saints and pastors.  I found that many of us share the same feelings and thoughts regarding the level of preaching and teaching we receive in the church.  I have been blessed with the ability to travel and have had the opportunity to visit many churches, conferences and conventions.  The one thing that strikes me is the lack of depth within an alarming number of speakers who deliver the word. On the other hand, God has gifted us with many gospel “stars” who communicate the word with clarity and power.  I believe one of the reasons they have achieved that level of understanding is because they have a desire to be excellent for the Lord. They don’t appear to be doing anything for God halfway.  The Lord never gives us less than his very best, and so I wonder why so many who want to do the work of the Lord would choose not to be excellent.  
How many ministers preach on television or are asked to speak at every conference or travel the world to preach the gospel?  Whatever their number may be, if you compare it to the number of people who preach and teach in the U.S. alone that number is truly minuscule.  Think about it.  How many pastors and saints are there in every church, in every state, in every city and country town?  The goal is not to be on television, but what if churches all over the country, and the world for that matter, received the kind of instruction that a handful of people are providing?  I believe that kind of teaching is not only possible, but should be available to everyone.  I believe that God can stir up the gifts in those who serve him and wake up the sleeping giants of the church.  Who out there wants to see it?  Where are you?
Have you ever wondered how many preachers or teachers really study before they share the word, or if they pray or fast concerning their responsibility?  Do you think it's possible for people to copy other ministers’ messages, throw something together the morning of the sermon, or just get up and talk instead of digging into the word?  Yes it is, and I'm afraid it happens quite often.  I’ve sat through many of those types of messages. The lack of a fresh word is unfortunate because I know that God has a people who want to know him and understand his principles, people who are looking for encouragement and substance not just a shout and a dance.  I am disturbed when I sit through one of those thrown-together messages and I leave hearing comments like: "Boy we had church!"  God commands his pastors to preach the word.  God also sets men and women in leadership positions and gives them charge over the souls of his people.  How could anyone dare to “sort of watch” for them and not give it their all?  (See John 10)  And how can we, who are being pastored, not hold our shepherd accountable to feed his sheep?  Make no mistake, Jesus said that he is the Good Shepherd, and he made it a point to teach church leaders about how he expects his flock to be shepherded.  He said that none would get away.  When God gives a man or woman the call to shepherd a part of his flock, he is entrusting them with a great deal of responsibility.  To whom much is given, much is required, right?   Look at how Jesus pastored when he walked the earth.  Did Jesus ever do anything halfway?  Was he ever lazy?  Yes, Jesus got tired but he was never lazy.   He gave his all, even his very life, for us.  

“And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom [manmade that is], declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
And I was with you in weakness and in fear, and in much trembling.
And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing worlds of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:
That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.”  1 Corinthians 2:1-5
For those of you who feel God's call to teach or preach his word, please do it with excellence.  Do your best, and don’t get discouraged because you’re not perfect; in our flesh we are unable to come close to the excellence of our Lord and Savior.  Also, know this: your calling is not an occasion to glory in yourself, nor is it just about making a dollar.  Watching out for souls is serious business.  God will hold you accountable for delivering his message in the manner he wants and within his time frame.  Never take for granted your gifts and never give the people of God scraps instead of the fullness of the word. 
“The priests said not, Where is the LORD? And they that handle the law knew me not; the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit."  
"Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet not gods? But my people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit.” 
           Jeremiah 2:8, 11
Those that handled the law knew him not, and these were the same people that received the law!  Somehow they found themselves distracted and walking after things that did not profit them.  Why?   The distractions led them to compromise God’s word and their relationship with him as well.  They reverted back to their pagan gods and began to worship something other than God the creator (like their own agendas maybe?). And they changed their glory!  It is no wonder that at times it seems as if the joy and anointing have left us.  The Bible says: "What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his soul?”   Where is the profit and the excellence?
“Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to them that see the sun."
For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it.” 
Ecclesiastes 7:11-12

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”
 2 Timothy 3:16

“For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will be withold from them that walk uprightly.”  
Psalm 84:11

“My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments;
For length of days, and long life, and peace shall they add to thee.  
Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart.
So shalt thou find favor and good understanding in the sight of God and man.”  Psalm 2:1-4
The profit is in the wisdom and knowledge of God, which can only be obtained through a relationship with him and being skilled in his word.  The Lord acknowledges that money can take care of some natural situations, but it is useless in the spiritual realm.  If you compare the two, true excellence is only found in wisdom because wisdom gives life to those who possess it.  If the power of life and death is in the tongue, and you are speaking to the people of God, are you personally responsible for dispensing life or death?  God has more to say about this so let's go all the way:
“My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken; my children are gone forth of me, and they are not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains.  [Where are the laborers for the Lord?]
For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered.” Jeremiah 10:20-21
“Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness.”  Jeremiah 12:10
This is not an attack against pastors.  I know this is a delicate issue but lives and souls are at stake.  If you are delivering the word of the Lord, then God commands that you seek him and ask him for guidance as you lead his sheep.  
· What message should I bring?  
· In what areas do the saints need to be built up and encouraged?  
· Are there areas where they are lacking knowledge in the word?  
· How have they grown under the direction of your ministry?  
God holds all of us accountable, preachers and congregations alike.  If you feel a calling to share the message of the gospel, you are held to a higher standard.  Quite frankly, all of us should be sharing the gospel in some form or fashion.  Doesn't the Bible say that we, the church, are a royal priesthood, a peculiar people, and a holy nation?  You and I are priests called to minister the word of God; being a church leader is not a prerequisite.  See how you can apply this to your own ministry, whatever it may be. 

Before we cover the second point concerning the lay people of the church (oh yes, it's our turn now), I want to show you something about the laziness and complacency found among the people of God, irregardless of one’s calling.  The Lord hates laziness and a lackadaisical attitude.
“Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:
Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,
Provideth her meat in summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.
How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?
Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:
So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man.  Proverbs 6:6-11
He also that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a great waster.”  Proverbs 8:9
Here we find a principle, which, when applied, will work in whatever you put it to.  This is not just about physical labor and provision; translate this also to include laboring in the gospel.  If the ant can go about its business of preparation, how much more should the saints of God?  Can you get a word from God and not just your pastor?  Can the pastors search the scriptures and labor to provide meat to the people?  So many churches are struggling and pews are empty.  There are churches literally on every corner and yet cities remain unchanged.  The Lord is asking: “How long will you sleep?”
“The soul of the sluggard desireth and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.”   Proverbs 13:4
If you are not motivated concerning the things of God that take effort, namely studying the word, you will be spiritually deprived.  It is the diligent souls that thrive and grow fat or rich in the knowledge of God.
Cast Not Your Pearls Before Swine
“Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.”  Matthew 7:16 
What do you think our Lord meant by that statement?  Jesus was speaking to his own people.  As he closed his Sermon on the Mount, he admonished them not to do as the Gentiles and worry about their natural provision, but to seek the kingdom of God first and trust him to supply the rest.  He then warns them not to judge others but to first look inside themselves and deal with their own issues before attempting to instruct anyone else.  Suddenly, switching gears, he tells them not to give that which is holy to the dogs and not to cast their pearls (treasures of the kingdom) before swine.  The Jews obviously thought he was speaking of the Gentiles, whom they believed were impure because they did not follow the ceremonial laws.  We know that Jesus first came to his own (Israel) and he expressed that many times.  One example occurred when he told the Canaanite woman who was seeking healing for her demonically vexed daughter that he had only come to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  Jesus repeated to her what he said to the Jews: "It is not meet to take the children's bread, and cast it to the dogs."  But something unexpected happened.  This Canaanite woman had faith.  More importantly, she realized she was a dog!  You and I would surely have been offended, but there was something different about this woman ⎯ there was no self-righteousness in her.  She freely admitted to the condition she was in and knew that, whatever she was, Jesus could help her.  Our Lord healed her daughter and declared that the woman had great faith.  Did Jesus contradict himself by healing the daughter of the Canaanite woman?
The Jews missed the message Jesus conveyed that day.  No, our Lord did not contradict himself; instead, he illustrated the point that he made in the Sermon on the Mount.  Faith in him, linked with humility and not self-righteousness, would move Jesus to do great things.  So while the Jews surely thought Jesus spoke of the Gentiles, he was, in fact, pointing right at them.  It is so typical of our human nature to always point the finger at someone else.  Self-examination is difficult and most of us avoid it.  The message is always for someone else, the prayer is always for someone else, and the correction is always for someone else.  Watch out my friend.  If you’re not careful, the miracles and blessings will be for someone else!
Jesus prophetically declared that when you cast your pearls before pigs they will trample them under foot and turn back and rend (tear) you.  There are individuals who have literally damaged the reputations of various people and tried to tear down their ministries because they preach the truth.  So many want the Dr. Feelgood messages.  Many of us would rather hear about victory over our enemies on the job and about all the money we are going to get.  In most cases, when someone presents you with “reality preaching”, where you’re forced to take a hard look at yourself, you won’t like them very much.  It is difficult to sit and listen while God’s messenger exposes how you are living and calls you to the carpet about it with the word as backup.  We usually don’t want them to hang around too long.  God forbid that we have to sit through a five-night revival!  What’s crazy about this kind of attitude is that this kind of preaching is exactly what the Lord ordained.  I am amazed at what Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel endured.  Jesus didn’t coddle or pacify individuals who were wallowing in a self-made mess.  He spoke about reality and showed them where they currently stood with God and where they actually needed to be.  Peter did the same and so did Paul.  The word is designed to show us how deficient we are, and how simply and beautifully we can be made whole.  Isn’t it strange that, even today, the body of Christ still wrestles with the truth when it is directed internally and not outwardly at the world?
There are ministers in the body of Christ suffering persecution from their own brethren because they preach the untainted word of God, avoid head games, and avoid ego-building and over exaltation of every position in the church.  It doesn't matter where you are in the body of Christ; all of us are accountable for our actions.  The brethren are better able to find splinters in other eyes, than deal with the logs in their own.  Some of you have felt the sting of rejection because you only wanted to glorify Jesus Christ and not cater to every personality and ego in your congregation.  

There is a lesson for the church concerning casting our pearls before swine.  If you know anything about swine, you know that they love the mud.  Try as you may, you will never keep them clean.  Some of us cannot stay out of where God brought us.  He cleans us up, sets us in another direction, and then we turn around and head right back to the filth.  Or we stay clean on the outside but there is always that yearning, that desire to go back to the mud.  So we stay put, but we bring our piggy attitudes with us to the house of God.  This principle doesn't just apply to worldly behavior, but also to receiving the word of God.  Some of us prefer to hold on to traditions and false ideas about scripture rather than open our minds and hearts to receive the fullness of the word.  
Why?  Because the word does the very thing that Jesus did with the Canaanite woman: it makes us admit what we really are and makes us realize that outside of Jesus Christ there is no hope in us.  Rather than admit reality, we want to feel that surely there is some good inside of us.  We pacify ourselves with the knowledge that God purposely chose us.  We take what we like from the scriptures and leave the rest.  We prefer to keep our church traditions and our feel-good doctrines tightly in our grip rather than let the word of God have free reign in our hearts.
Don’t cast your pearls, or God-given treasure, before swine.  Take the principle to another level.  A swine doesn’t necessarily have to be a person who is reprobate and lost; there are people within the church that keep going “back to the mud.”  For some, change is always eyed with suspicion.  Control is lost when new things come, and most people prefer the comfort of the familiar.  Maybe God has given you something that doesn’t fit in with “the way it’s always been.”  Do you have enough confidence in your personal experience with God and enough faith in him to take it all the way?  Read your Bible.  What did God ever do that fit the norm?  He had Noah build the first boat seen on the planet and had him telling people about the coming rain, something else they had never seen.  God spoke to Moses from a bush.  He made a fish swallow Jonah and spit him back up three days later.  He told Hosea to marry a whore.  Isaiah walked around naked prophesying to the people of God.  Jesus was born of a virgin.  What more do you need?  The ways of God⎯the strange and miraculous events of the Bible⎯are a curiosity to the human mind.  People will not receive you if they are stuck in the mud.  They may use your gift for their benefit and do all they can to stifle your efforts to spread God’s word and minister to his people.  Some believers freely give of their talents, their time, their money, or other resources, but people or ministries who seek self-glorification sometimes misuse these offerings.  They strive to keep the status quo and consider change annoying.  Some of you have received an anointing from God that is being misused or should I say abused because you haven’t recognized that you are dealing with people who have no vision.  Instead of becoming disheartened, seek God’s purpose for bestowing the gift and ask his direction to lead you to people who recognize and appreciate it.
This is not a call for everyone to leave the ministry they are under and seek new leadership; this is addressed to mature saints who have a calling from God and are tired of the same old routine.  This is for those who know that God has called them to something more meaningful, more powerful, and more relevant in their lives.  We need you!  “But how can I be sure?” you ask.  The scriptures say those who skillfully use the word: “have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil” (Hebrews 5).   Surely God will reveal what is good for you and what is not by his Sprit.  Evil does not always mean sin, it can mean grim or tough circumstances.  I believe that, not only does he endow us with the ability to discern Satan, but that his Sprit directs us in making decisions.  You know when God ushers you into a new purpose, and he won’t move you into a position to fulfill it and not equip you to get it done!  
Our difficulties come when we are afraid to move out of the comfort zone to reach for the promise, and we try to stay in the old place with the new anointing and purpose.  We become frustrated and miserable, and end up asking God to change the people when he is changing us.  If he wanted you to be like everyone else he would leave you where you are and not call you to anything different.  Digging in your feet when God has ordained a move is casting your pearls before swine.  It won’t be received and people will turn and trample you.  You may feel isolated, you may feel like there is no one who understands, but God does.  Talk to him, seek his will, and watch your blessings unfold.
“But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated [not just salvation, but any fresh word from God], ye endured a great fight of afflictions; 
Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were used. [Sometimes it’s the people closest to you that are the source of reproach.]
Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.
For ye have need of patience that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.”  Hebrews 10, 32-33, 35-36
I know the frustration of feeling so totally out of place and misunderstood.  I know what it’s like to want people to pray for me, and there was no one to call.  It wasn’t because I didn’t have any friends in Christ, but because God began showing me that, of the few people who were in my life, none of them could change what he wanted me to experience.  He also corrected my obscured vision of certain individuals who seemed to have it all together, but it was really a front, a mask.  What do you do when God begins to expose people around you?  What do you do when he tells you not to go to a certain person for guidance or friendship?  You must learn to trust and rely on God!  Who else is there?  Can you handle the Lord showing you certain truths about people?  Can you show these people love in spite of your new-found awareness?  Can you deliver a word to them if God directs you to do so, even knowing you may encounter hostility or rejection?  Many believers are going through the same experience.  If this encourages just one person, I have done what I am supposed to do.  Yes, you are in a strange place but the Lord has you firmly in his grip.  Just let him mold you.  Let the transformation happen.    “For with God, nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37).   Don’t fight and don’t quit.  Resolve that you will not be deterred from your purpose.  
And finally, the real question: Are you a swine?  Can you let the word, which is Spirit and Life, do its work in you or are you happier in the mud because it is all you have known?  You will never grow in Christ if you aren't willing to be uncomfortable at times.  You will never grow if you prefer your old waste places instead of the new place that was prepared for you. What is even more difficult is when the Lord decides to take you out of a place of fulfillment instead of desolation.  Can you make the move without knowing where the next place will be?  Do you realize that the old place can be the spot you are currently in spiritually?  Are you wrestling with doubts and concern about what a move will mean to your spiritual life?  Or, are you so ready to receive what God has for you that it really doesn’t matter how it comes or who brings it?  Sometimes the Lord will send someone who is not from your particular church or organization to bring a word you aren't accustomed to hearing.  Can you receive the word even though they are not from your denomination?  Do you dare believe that God speaks through anyone of his choosing?
Frank Bartleman was at the heart of the Azusa Street revival in 1906.  His writings were instrumental in spreading the news of Pentecostal renewal throughout America and the world.  This is what he wrote ninety-four years ago:
“If ever men shall seek to control, corner or own this work of God, either for their own glory or for that of an organization, we shall find the Spirit refusing to work.  The glory will depart.  Let this be one work where God shall be given His proper place, and we shall see such a work as men have never yet dreamed of.  (Italics mine)  All our business is to get God to the people.  Let us yield ourselves for this and this alone.  Some of the “canker worms” of past experience have been party spirit, sectional difference, prejudices, etc., which are all carnal, contrary and destructive to the law of love, to the “one body” of Christ.  “For in one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.” ⎯ I Corinthians 12:13.  Self-satisfaction will always cause defeat.  Oh, brother! cease traveling ‘round and’ round your old habit-beaten path, on which all grass has ceased to grow, and strike out into pastures green, beside the living waters.”  F. Bartleman, Dec. 1906, in Apostolic Light, taken from Azusa Street: The Roots of Modern Day Pentecost
Ninety-four years have passed and his appeal is still valid for us today.  What he put to pen and paper nearly one hundred years ago was a message from God to his people ⎯ remember your purpose.

I am so tired of denominational posturing and the constant struggle to determine who possesses the whole truth and who is qualified to teach.  For years I was told that individuals outside of my affiliation could not teach me anything because they didn’t understand the Godhead.   I almost began believing that, but something about that kind of thinking didn’t sit well with me.  Especially when I realized that some teachings within my church were without spiritual basis, such as gender issues or racism.  I ask you, what human or organization on the planet possesses the whole truth?  Only God possesses the whole truth because he is the Truth.   And he reveals himself (Truth) to whom he chooses.  Beyond his initial unveiling of himself when you are saved, the Lord may reveal one thing to you and another to me, but his purpose is to edify the body of Christ at large.  Some receive more revelation than others do for purpose of sharing it with all people saved and unsaved.  God does not give us revelation to hoard it in our own little group.  I believe it is precisely for this reason that he doesn’t choose to give one person or group knowledge of everything about him; we become too territorial.  Only the Lord knows who are the true Spirit-filled believers and members of his Church.  We are not even qualified to guess.  Yes, there are doctrinal standards of the Bible regarding the born again experience namely: repentance and confessing Christ, baptism in Jesus’ Name, and the infilling of the Holy Ghost.  But there are people who have had that experience and fall away from the faith, and there are those who haven’t yet had it, but before they leave here God will see to it that their election is complete.  The Bible says the wheat and the tares grow together side by side and God said he would do the separating.  He is Sovereign.  He chooses what to reveal and to whom.  No one has the right to judge God’s timing nor his choice of vessels.
In his book “The Sovereignty of God”, Arthur Pink writes: “The Gospel is the means which God uses in the saving of His chosen ones.  By nature God’s elect are children of wrath ‘even as others’; they are lost sinners needing a Saviour, and apart from Christ there is no salvation for them.  Hence, the Gospel must be believed by them before they can rejoice in the knowledge that sins are forgiven.  The Gospel is God’s winnowing fan: it separates the chaff from the wheat, and gathers the latter into His garner.”
“… it is to be noted that God has other purposes in the preaching of the Gospel than the salvation of His own elect.  The world exists for the elect’s sake, yet others have the benefit of it.  So the Word is preached for the elect’s sake, yet others have the benefit of the external call.  The sun shines, though blind men see it not.  The rain falls upon rocky mountains and waste deserts, as well as on the fruitful valleys; so God suffers the Gospel to fall on the ears of the non-elect.  The power of the Gospel is one of God’s agencies for holding in check the wickedness of the world.  Many who are never saved by it are reformed, their lusts are bridled, and they are restrained from becoming worse.  Moreover, the preaching of the Gospel to the non-elect is made an admirable test of their characters.”
The church is often more resistant than the world when it comes to receiving the word of the Lord.  Are you eager to receive the word from those whom the Lord sends to you, and use it to examine yourself, or are you among those that persecute and reject the prophets?  When Jesus said, "A prophet is without honor in his own country,” what do you think He meant?  God’s prophets didn’t suffer persecution and alienation from the rest of the world.  The rejection came from their own people who ostracized them even though they were gifted by God and appointed to minister to them.  The Lord said:
“Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is brutish.”  Psalm12: 1
“The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise.
 He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding.”  Proverbs 15:32
Our Lord knew that we would struggle with truth so he inspired Paul to write:
“I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season: reprove, rebuke, exhort will all longsuffering and doctrine.
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine: but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned into fables.
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.”  2 Timothy 4:1-5
Paul said to do the work of an evangelist and make full proof of your ministry.  How can you do that?  By using the anointing God gives you speaking the truth regardless of the fear you may have about whether or not it will be received.  If the word is from God, someone will receive.  I believe that it is time for saints to stop being satisfied by a shout and a dance two or three times a week.  Let's get to the meat of the scriptures.  Let it purge out of us what shouldn't be there and burn into us what should.  This will allow us to walk in the fullness of power that God intends for us: the dunamis (might and ability), and the exousia (the right to use the might and ability).  The real revival will take place when the saints of God first understand themselves.  Only then will we be able to really help our brethren with the splinters in their eyes.

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes.”  Psalm 119:11-12
CHAPTER FOUR

If any draw back, My soul shall have no pleasure in him
We know that faith is the key to unleash God's power in our lives, so much so that Jesus said faith the size of a mustard seed could move mountains.  We know that faith comes to us through hearing and that we hear by the word.  Sounds pretty simple doesn't it?  Why then do so many in the Church suffer through unbelief?  Saying you believe God and living like you believe in him are two totally different things.  When you are living your faith, every adverse situation doesn't become a spiritual and personal setback for you.  You won't grump and complain and make everyone around you miserable.  Remember others are watching your witness.
We seem to swing between professing our faith when things are going our way and everything is rosy, and falling into doubt and trying on our own to fix the not-so- positive circumstances that come up in our lives.  This is dangerous, however, because Jesus said you are either for him or against him, you either gather or scatter abroad, and that you cannot serve God and mammon.  Are we really committed in our faith in God?  Take a look in Revelations at what Jesus says to the church of Laodicea.  They were neither cold nor hot, in other words, they were fence-straddlers.  They were not committed one way or the other.  Have you ever heard the saying: "If you don't stand for something you will fall for anything?"  There is a solid principle behind it⎯be committed.  

The Lord has a great deal to say concerning “double-minded” saints, much of which cautions us not to fall into this negative, self-defeating habit that reaps tangible consequences. One of my favorite proverbs says to “Trust the Lord with all your heart and lean not to your own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge him and he will direct your paths.”  That passage simply and beautifully encompasses everything concerning our relationship with the Lord and our walk of faith.
“Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, My soul shall have no pleasure in him.  
But we are not of them that draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.  Hebrews 10:38-39
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering, For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.
For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.
A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.”  James 1:5-8
We are not of them that draw back.  The Lord Jesus Christ has called us to something better⎯abundant life, perfect peace and blessings⎯something that “eyes have not seen nor ears heard.”  Don't go back and don't waver!

Those who are just or justified shall live by faith, not try to live by faith or should live by faith⎯but shall or will live by faith.  It is not only a directive from God that you shall⎯but a sign for us to recognize those who really are living this new life based on the solid rock foundation of Jesus Christ.  The Lord is not only saying "you shall,” but “you will.”  The just will live by faith is a directive for your discernment so that you don't blindly put your trust in people, leaders and organizations that preach faith but aren't necessarily living faith.  Many of us in the church have been hurt and devastated because we thought a particular person was very strong in the Lord, or we thought a particular church had it “going on”, only to find out that what they preached and what they lived were two different things.  Many people have become disillusioned by that kind of double standard and hypocritical living.  I don't know about you, but I don't want to be responsible for doing that to someone.
The Lord says those who are just will live by faith, and he warns that, if any draw or turn back, his soul would have no pleasure in them.  The Greek word for soul is psuche, which means the seat of personality; more specifically it means “own self.”   “Self” is your nature, your character, your identity.  God is really saying that all that he is finds absolutely no pleasure or delight in anyone who gravitates from his glory and promise to return to old ways.
Paul wrote to Galatia to address what seemingly was their drawing away from living by faith.  He labors to get them to understand justification by faith in Jesus Christ and not the law.  He points out that anything less than that kind of faith is insufficient because those that are of faith, not the law, are the children of Abraham who will be blessed with him.  “The just” he says, “shall live by faith.”
“But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?”   Galatians 4:9
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.”  Galatians 5:1
Paul is contrasting faith with the law but the principle remains the same.  If God brought you out of darkness and into his marvelous light, why would you want to go back?  Why go back to the old ways, the old thoughts, the old religion, the old traditions, and the old habits?  Don't get entangled again by looking back after Jesus has set you free.  Our Savior admonished us to remember Lot's wife.  Jesus also said: "No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God" (Luke 9:62). 
We have convinced ourselves that because we are saved the scriptures above don't apply to us.  We believe that because we are saved we cannot draw back.  Wrong!  When you vacillate back and forth from believing God to doubting what he can do you are looking back.  Don't misunderstand, it is natural to feel afraid or unsure about events in your life.  You would not be human if you didn't have those feelings and God never said you wouldn't or shouldn't have them. What counts is what you do in the midst of those thoughts.  You will have them but didn't God tell you to trust in him?  Why serve a God you don't trust?  I often hear people say that they trust so and so with their lives.  It's a sad state of affairs when you can trust a feeble human instead of a mighty God.  Think about it saints: Jesus Christ gives us the ultimate life, eternal life.  If God can cleanse you from filth and sin, make you holy and set you apart as one of his own to spend eternity with him in heaven, don't you think he can take care of your earthly life?  It would be against everything God is about to give you eternal life and then let you rot here on earth.
“Giving thanks to the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:
Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.”  Colossians 1:12-13
“So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: 
Which [faith] is a manifest [made visible] token of the righteous judgment of God that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:
Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;
And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels.”  2 Thessalonians 1:4-7
The Lord has already done the greatest work in our life through salvation.  Is there anything else too hard for him?  Notice the scripture says that he does the work⎯he makes us fit to partake in the inheritance⎯he delivers us from darkness, and he translates us into the kingdom of Jesus.  You won’t find one scripture that says we are responsible.
“I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;
That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;
Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:
So that ye come behind in no gift waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:
Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  2 Corinthians 1:4-8
“Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,
But now is made manifest and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:
To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever.  Amen.”  
2 Corinthians 116:25-27
“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you:
And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith.
But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you and keep you from evil.” 
 2 Thessalonians 3:1-4
“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.
To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever.”  Amen.  Jude 24
In the book of Matthew, Jesus told the people not to take any thought for their lives because if God could provide for the birds and the flowers, he could surely take care of them.  The Bible says that all things work together for the good to them that love the Lord.  All things work together⎯good and bad, happy and sad⎯all are used by God to strengthen our relationship with him.  It's time to start living this!  You must believe the word!  

If you are struggling in this area let me leave you some words of encouragement:
“Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.”  Mark 9:23
“Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.”  Psalm 55:2
“The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.
And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.”  Psalm 9:9-10
“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.
My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.
The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.
The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul
The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and for evermore.”  Psalm 123
This gift of salvation is too precious to take for granted.  We should value what the Lord has done for us and hold it in high esteem.  He suffered the ultimate sacrifice for us and although we could never hope to match the glorious things he has done in our lives, we can certainly strive to give God our best.  Think about how he has changed your life.  Meditate on the inside changes⎯you were born again!  A new creature!  The Lord birthed you into the family of God and changed your inheritance.  You bear his name and are covered in his blood.  You have a Kinsman Redeemer that ever liveth.  Bless the name of Jesus!
“But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.
Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.
And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable to his death.
If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
Not as though I had already attained, [Paul is letting the Philippian church know he isn't “there” yet] either were already perfect [none of us are]: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. [Paul is chasing after this knowledge of Christ, he is trying to take hold of what has taken hold of him]
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:7-14
CHAPTER FIVE
A New Thing
There are two reasons it is so fruitless to blend our old ways with God's ways: (1) Our ways are not perfect, nor are they righteous.  Our devices ultimately don't work well or won't work for long.  (2) God calls us to a new way of living using his principles, which always work and will stand forever.
It is essential to understand the magnitude of what God does for us when he makes us new creatures.  A synonym for new is “fresh,” which so perfectly describes the change that takes place in us.  All of the old, stale, residue of sin is replaced.  God supernaturally changes your entire being!  Your thought processes change, your instincts change.  Think about when you were first saved.  Do you remember how you just wanted to leave behind anything you thought would offend the Lord?  Your friends and family probably thought you had lost your mind.  They may have even labeled you a fanatic.  The Bible says: 
“For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:
Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you.”  2 Peter 4:3-4
Why?  When you have an encounter with the Almighty God he changes you.  If the Lord performed the changes in you, wouldn't it stand to reason that the transformation is not only for your good but also for the edification of his kingdom?  God always has a reason for what he does. The Bible says the Lord moves according to his will, his good pleasure and his purpose.  When you are strengthened and built up, you can help strengthen and encourage others.  When God delivers you from certain tendencies and lifestyles, you then have the added experience and wisdom to help someone else.       
Why, then, do we resist the changing process?  I believe we all know the answer: it’s uncomfortable!  We are not at ease outside of our comfort zone.  Many Christians mistakenly believe that everything God does instantly makes us feel good; however, if you read the story of anyone used of God in the Bible, he consistently took people outside of their comfort zones.  He brought them to strange lands and strange houses with strange people.  He made them speak when they were afraid.  He made them lead when they felt inadequate.  The Lord capitalized on their weaknesses to accomplish his purpose and be glorified.  Noah was certainly the laughingstock of his city.  Abraham left his people and his country to go to an unknown place. Moses left the comforts of Pharaoh’s palace to be with his people.  The apostles left their way of life to follow Jesus, and Paul was charged with building up the church that he tried to destroy.  God did a new thing in each of their lives.  
Sometimes you resist, not because you don't want to change, but because deep down you feel that you aren't worthy.  Raised in church or not, many of us come from some extremely intense backgrounds.  Somewhere along the line, churches began using guilt and condemnation to “keep people in line,” and this has dealt a heavy blow to the spiritual self-esteem of anyone that has messed up as a member in the body of Christ.  We rarely deal with the reality that all of us, including the leaders, make mistakes and fall short.  Even those who were raised in the church and left it to indulge in the offerings of the world are often met with contempt when God brings them back into the fold.  The judgment, however silent, makes you feel inadequate, guilty, and ashamed.  Are you ashamed before God or before men?  Are you guilty before God or your peers?
Precious children of God, take heart.  What the Lord has done for you is complete and perfect.  He cannot do a half-work.  Whom the Son sets free is free indeed!  The very fact that you are chosen of the Lord let's you know that you are special⎯even if you don't feel that way.  The book of Romans tells us that the Lord calls or draws his chosen ones.  Then Paul lets us know that when the Lord calls you, he justifies you; he declares you “not guilty.”  Then, after receiving justification, you experience glorification!  Paul makes his point by saying: "What shall we then say to these things? (Who can argue with the perfect and complete work that God does in his people?), If God be for us, who can be against us?" (Romans 8:31).   Nobody!   Not even your fellow church members can condemn what God has called holy.  So be sure not to condemn yourself!  You are valuable in God's sight and he loves you.  Don't ever let feelings of unworthiness hinder you from advancing in your relationship with God.  “What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common"  (Acts 10:15).
So we can understand who we are now in Christ, let's look at the “new.”  The Lord is very careful to show us the difference between the new and the old so that we can recognize where we came from and understand where we are going.
“He [the Lord] brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock and established my goings.
And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear and shall trust in the LORD.”  Psalm 40:2-3
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  2 Corinthians 5:17
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.”  Galatians 6:15
“That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;
And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”  Ephesians 4:22-24
“In the which [see verse 5] ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.
But now put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.
Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;
And have put on the new man, which is renewed in the knowledge after the image of him that created him.”  Colossians 3: 7-10
God is in the regeneration business!  Our Lord can revive what was dead and renew what was withered and dried up.  Everything that God has ever done shows us that he is life.  He makes the old new and the crooked straight.  The dead are made alive and the lost are found.   Those who are connected to him have this same life: "For in him we live, and move, and have our being...” (Acts 17:28).  
The Bible says that as the Lord raised Jesus up from the dead by his glory, he will do the same for us so that we may walk in the newness of life.  The blood of Jesus allows us to enter into the Holy of Holies, which the book of Hebrews describes as a new and living way.  Leave the old behind and step over into what God has for you.  Jesus said not to put new wine into old skins or a new cloth into an old garment.  Both will tear.  Why?  Because there is no strength in the old, no real substance, and the new is too potent!
The Lord did away with the Old Covenant and ushered in a New Covenant.  At Passover, Jesus offered his disciples the cup of wine, which symbolized his blood and the fulfillment of the New Testament.  He told Nicodemus he would have to born again⎯a new birth.  Jesus said the believers would speak with new tongues.  I Corinthians 5:7 exhorts us to purge out the old leaven and become a new lump and to keep the feast not with old leaven, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  Finally, the Lord says in the book of Revelation:

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.”  Revelation 2:17
“Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.” Revelation 3:12
“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.  Revelation 21:1
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain; for the former things are passed away.
And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.  And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.” 
            Revelation 21:4-5
 
Saints of God move forward!  Everything you need to accomplish God's will is already in you.  The Lord Jesus would never leave you ill-equipped to do his work.   So what if you can't see your destination?  So what if you can't see the road in front of you?  Trust in the Lord with all your heart.  He is faithful and committed.  He is omnipotent and unstoppable, and, most importantly, he is so personal.  He cares about you and every detail of your life.  He will see to your every need, small and great.
“And we know that he Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true; and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.  This is the true God, and eternal life.”   1 John 5:20
CHAPTER SIX
The Adversary’s Assignment
Let’s look at the things that trip us up so much, and see what the word of God has to say about them.  Part of achieving the victory in your Christian life is discerning the “opportunities” Satan offers you and responding according to God’s word.  The devil cannot devise anything against you that you cannot defeat with the Bible as your instruction book.
Eyes on the Prize
(Don’t Lose Your Focus!)
One thing we should know about the devil is that just because he doesn’t win the ultimate victory doesn’t mean he won’t triumph in some skirmishes along the way.  He knows the scriptures, better than many of us and since he is aware of what his final fate will be, his goal is to take as many of us out as he can.  Satan isn’t omniscient⎯he doesn’t know who is called of God from the foundation of the world.  But we are fooling ourselves if we think that he is some weak little imp.  The word calls him our adversary for a reason.  An adversary is an opponent, a challenger.  Anyone who has been in military, sports, or professional competition of any kind will tell you the first thing to do before you engage an opponent is study them.  Soldiers are taught to understand their foe’s tendencies, motivations, and what shuts him down.  If the Lord commands us to resist the devil and defend the faith, shouldn’t we know our adversary?

The people of God often underestimate Satan’s complexity and cunning.  He understands that the church would reject a blatant attack against the Lord, so he works in small ways.  We will look at a few of those ways shortly, but know that anything that hinders you from keeping your eyes on Jesus is dangerous, no matter how trivial.  Jesus said a little leaven leavens the whole lump.  It starts out small but infiltrates the entire mass.  We must find the balance between not being overly suspicious of each other, and admitting that all is not well in our midst.  Peter said to be sober and watchful:
“But the end of all things is at hand; be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.”  1 Peter 4:7
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour.”  1 Peter 5:8
The Lord made a point of laying a solid foundation to show us what happens when we allow influences that are not from him to take up residence.  God speaks of it as being “polluted”.  When the Israelites moved into strange lands, the Lord told them not to take husbands and wives from among those peoples.  Why?  Their customs and way of worship would shift the focus of his people and throw them off balance.  The priests had to adhere strictly to God’s commandments on how to prepare themselves for and perform the service in the Tabernacle.  They could bring nothing to worship from outside the tent, other than the sacrifice, and even that was never brought into the Holy Place.  God, as always, provided everything there.  Anything other than what the Lord furnished was called “strange.”  The priests could not offer strange incense on the altar, and when Nabab and Abihu offered strange fire before the Lord, he killed them, (Leviticus 10).  That’s how serious the Lord is about mixing and blending his truth with other ideas.  Thank God we are living under grace!

“For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, saith the LORD: they have set their abominations in the house which is called by my name, to pollute it.”  Jeremiah 7:30
The warnings of the prophets to Israel are relevant for the church today.  The Israelites were cautioned not to let their guard down and compromise the word of the Lord, or to mix his truth with idolatrous lies and call it worship.  More than ever, the church is struggling to keep its focus, especially with the multitude of issues it has to deal with.  These dilemmas are caused mainly by Satan using our carnal natures as an opportunity to create strife and confusion.  We have been fractured and splintered trying to define ourselves by doctrines, laws, and traditions.  We won’t fellowship with other organizations, and we segregate ourselves into groups that only believe as we do.  If as a denomination you feel you have the truth, aren’t you supposed to share it with those who you feel might not have a full revelation?”  And how can fellowship with those who don’t believe as you do turn you from the truth you claim was given by God himself?”  If God gave it, nothing can take it away.  
We are still struggling with the issue of race in the church today.  For the most part, we don’t worship together even in the same denominations.  I don’t believe that the separation is a result of a difference in style.  God doesn’t have a preference in style of worship as long as he is the focus, so why should we?  If we allowed the Spirit of the Lord to guide us, every congregation would have a greater sensitivity to the various types of worship and represent them all.  The Bible says that we are baptized into one body, the body of Christ.  Jesus is the head, and the head controls the body.   The function of our brain is to keep all of our organs, muscles, and tissues working in harmony.  If cells turn on other cells, or organs conflict with one another, then we say that body is diseased.  The same is true in the body of Christ.  We are one family through Christ Jesus because we bear his name.  The blood that has been applied to us makes us brothers and sisters in him.  Jesus said: “A house divided against itself shall not stand.”  What justification is there in scripture for a Black church, a Spanish church, or a White church?
Conflict continues over the role of women in the church, as though we have the right to decide whom God uses.  Often women have been made to feel that the only contribution they are allowed is to cook church dinners, sponsor fundraisers, sing in the choir, or usher.  God is raising up women and anointing them to bless his kingdom.  The anointing of God knows no gender, race, or economic background.  The real issues of our femininity are being ignored as more and more young women grow up ignorant of their sexuality and how to relate to men.  Many of our young women aren’t being taught self-respect according to the standards of the Lord.  We’re not doing enough to show them their value, helping them see what treasures they are in God’s eyes.   There isn’t enough emphasis on teaching our young women how to excel personally and professionally with the word of the Lord as their foundation. The principles of God lay firm groundwork for high self-esteem and make it difficult for just any man to walk all over them.  Our young women won’t feel the need to run out and get married solely for security or physical closeness or simple companionship.  They will be strong enough to wait for the man the Lord has ordained for them. 
 We have confused having a meek and gentle spirit with being passive and weak, and we’ve taught that to our girls.  Rahab, Deborah, Esther, Sarah and Mary were real women.  They possessed an inner strength and beauty that only comes from being rooted in God.  Not much is written about Moses’ wife Zipporah, but she must have been strong and centered, yet faithful and gentle to handle all of her experiences with Moses.       
 Our church has become a body politic where men and women of God compete for church positions and resort to campaigning and lobbying to get elected.  And just as in the political arena, there are back-room deals, favors called in, and partiality.  So much of what we are engaged in causes division and separation.  I once heard someone say that man adds, Satan divides, and God multiplies.  Are we adding to the church or allowing Satan to divide it?  Let’s muster enough faith to get out of the way and let God and multiply it. 
 Obviously none of us can ignore outright heresy and perversion of the word.  I’m not speaking of accepting totally false doctrines and cults but to people who have been transformed by God’s grace and power.  Let’s vow not to let the devil drive a wedge between believers, trusting instead that the Lord will bring his elect into the unity of the faith.   
“Because they executed not my judgments, but had despised my statutes, and had polluted my sabbaths, and their eyes were after their fathers’ idols.
Wherefore I gave them also statutes that were not good, and judgments whereby they should not live;
And I polluted them in their own gifts, in that they caused to pass through the fire all that openeth the womb, that I might make them desolate, to the end that they might know that I am the LORD.”  Ezekiel 20:24-26
Ezekiel was speaking to Israel in Babylonian captivity where they were living under judgment brought on by their inability to stay focused on the word of the Lord.  Their unbelief led to idolatry and abominations such as sacrificing their own children.  God sent Nebudchanezzar, whom the Lord called his servant, to conquer Judah and take it captive.  God said: “Because they had not executed my judgments, but had despised my statutes, and polluted my sabbaths, and their eyes were after their fathers idols.”  In light of the condition of the church at large, this scripture is such a clear warning to us.
This is a perfect place for us to begin some self-examination.   The Hebrew word for judgment is mishpat which means a verdict pronounced judicially, especially a sentence or formal decree, particularly divine law (Strong’s #4941).  God had given his ruling or judicial opinion to Israel regarding his commandments along with what the sentence would be for not following them.  
“And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy god will set thee on high above all nations of the earth.”  Deuteronomy 28:1 
“But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statues which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee.”  Deuteronomy 28:15
In verse 24 of Ezekiel 20, God is saying that instead of performing his divine decrees, they held them in low esteem.  In other words, they didn’t value or consider all-important the word he had given them.  Because of this, their worship became polluted.  Interestingly, “polluted” is from the Hebrew word chalal, which means to wound, to dissolve, to profane, (Strong’s #2490).  I am left with the impression that their lost focus hurt and damaged their worship, and that it gradually faded into nothing but form and fashion.  “For asmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men” (Isaiah 29:13).
Here is where we can take stock of ourselves.  Have we allowed the enemy to shift us enough so that lifting up Jesus is not the focal point of all that we do?  Jesus said if he were lifted up, he would draw all men unto him (John 12:32).  How highly do we value the word of God?  Are we so off track that our worship is damaged?  Does separatism exist in our church?  Are racism and infighting alive and well?  Anything that separates or ostracizes particular groups within the church certainly contradicts the word of God.  Jesus said,  “A house divided against itself shall not stand” (Matthew 12:25).  Only the devil divides.  If we hurt people either by intent or ignorance, we dissolve the power that comes from saints worshipping with one accord.  When the rifts are allowed to continue because we refuse to address them, we will have to face the judgment that will come.  What will the judgment be?  Only God knows, but surely we lose our effectiveness to reach those around us.  God will then discipline us until we get ourselves together, or he will move to the individuals who are hungry for him and raise them up.  He did the same with Israel.  It is because of their unbelief that we are here today.  Maybe this explains why a church can be right smack in the middle of a metropolis and can’t muster over two hundred members or why we don’t witness healing and deliverance on the scale that we should.  Could it be that a hypocritical witness is the reason the world views us with such suspicion and mistrust?  Apply it to yourself, your church, and your denomination …all of us.  It fits everyone.
“And their eyes were after their fathers idols.”  What is the legacy we leave to the next generation, and what example do we show?  The model should be composed of faith, love, mutual respect for our brothers and sisters, and a willingness to share, not one of bias and prejudice, judgmental attitudes, and condemnation.  How many of us hold the opinions of our leaders whether they are right, wrong, or indifferent?  What are you and I perpetuating?  How tragic if the body of Christ suffered because we blindly accepted and practiced teachings contrary to the word.  This is surely the subtle working of the enemy.
“And I polluted them in their own gifts.”   What a scary thing!  Our sacrifices,
our worship, praise, offerings, and prayers can become damaged and profane.  God renders them wounded and sickly.  We are left wondering why we aren’t experiencing bountiful blessings even though we have been “doing everything we’re supposed to.”    Good Lord, church, we can’t allow this to happen to us.  Israel was shocked and saddened every time they fell into judgment as though they couldn’t comprehend how the Lord would allow those things happen to them let alone judge and pronounce their punishment himself.  Let’s learn from Israel’s mistakes.  Saints who understand God and can move in his anointing are needed now more than ever.    
In all of the Prophet’s messages God left one great promise ⎯ he would bring Israel back to him.  They were never so bad off that God couldn’t straighten them up, and end up blessing them like they had never known.  That promise is still open.  It’s never too late to change.
Author of Confusion
We live in perilous times.  Satan and his own are more than ever appearing as “ministers of light.”  Beware saints of God; not every thing that looks Christian is.  We have the tendency in the church to flock to anything or anybody that uses the word “God.”  Be careful.  Some of the greatest heresies come from the church not from outside it.  Satan is the great deceiver and the author of confusion.  Sadly, many saints are often deceived and confused due to ignorance of the scriptures.  More than ever, we are facing false doctrine, corruption of the scriptures, familiar spirits, and even witchcraft in the church.  Witchcraft is the art of influencing events or people by controlling spirits.  Those who practice the black arts use demonic powers to bring about desired results for themselves or others.  But allow me to take witchcraft’s definition a step further.  It also can mean the person who uses their own authority, personal influence, or stronger will to manipulate people and circumstances for their own benefit.   This kind of thing certainly has no place in the church as we are here to fulfill the Lord’s will not our own.  
We are not always careful with what we allow into our midst and since the influences are subtle, we often miss them initially.  Where did anyone get the idea that miracle Red Sea water brings healing?  Must we give an offering to hear from God?  Will I still be blessed if I don’t jump on board with your vision?  If I don’t dance and shout with the rest of the church does it mean I’m not as spiritual?  This is how people are made to feel, and it is manipulation, which is witchcraft!  Where did we get the idea that any of this is Godly?  I challenge you to find it in scripture.
Most of us wrestle with situations in church that don’t sit well with our spirit, but we are unsure if the Spirit is leading us and we begin to question ourselves.  We are afraid to stand against what could be a move of God.  The Bible says to try the spirits by the Spirit.  If you rely on the Holy Ghost and the word of God, there will be no confusion.  You have to go to your Bible to see what the Lord says about the issues you are dealing with.  You have to pray about what is going on around you to receive some insight into the situation.  This is the only way the church will recognize whether what is at work among us is ignorance or the subtle spirits of the enemy.
Satan has been effective at shifting our focus to certain workings of the Lord so that we take our eyes off of God himself.  I’ve been to places where they lie on the floor for an hour but have absolutely no word going forth.  I’ve seen laughter in the church go far beyond the joy of the Lord and turn into such a distraction that the preacher can’t deliver the message.  In some places almost every service is focused only on prosperity and how to get rich.  Other churches teach the only way you can tell someone is saved and the only way to stay saved is to maintain a certain appearance.  Some put God in a box; others have no order.  We have taken our eyes off the Lord.  Many of us don’t even realize we’ve gone to the left or to the right.  I am amazed how Satan actually uses spiritual things to confuse spiritual people!  He tried manipulation of the word with Jesus, so he’s certainly not afraid to try it with us.  Our Lord overcame the devil with the very weapon he tried to use ⎯ the Holy Scriptures.  Therein is our blueprint for victory.
In Romans Paul writes that his heart’s desire and his prayers were that Israel might be saved.  He is praying for those to whom God gave foundational truth but who twisted that truth because they lost focus.  They concentrated on ceremony and outward appearance, and missed the “new thing” when it came.  Paul said: “…they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge” (Romans 10:2).  This is the predicament we face in the church today.
 
To be disruptive during the preaching of the word is not of God.  The Bible says faith comes by hearing the word so God would never move by his Spirit to distract us from receiving his spoken word.  The Lord said, “Let all things be done decently and in order” (1 Corinthians 14:40).  Our discernment should be exercised enough to distinguish the carnal from the spiritual.  The person who always has a prophecy or a word at every service and simply has to stand up and give it is not operating under God’s anointing.  Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 13 that God gives the manifestation of the Spirit by diverse (different) gifts to every man so that all might profit and that all gifts are by the same Holy Ghost.  He then goes on to give an example of how God purposely distributes the gifts and their workings so that one does not take priority over the other and that no one with a gift is exalted above anyone else.  In chapter 14, Paul wants to know why is it that when they have church in Corinth, everyone has a psalm, a doctrine, a tongue, a revelation, and an interpretation?  It’s flesh on parade!  Paul tells them to stop the showmanship and let everything be done to edify the entire church instead of receiving personal recognition.  “Let the prophets speak two or three and let the other judge.  If anything be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.  For ye all may prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be comforted”  (1 Corinthians 14:29-31).
You will find that the saints with real power from God quietly go about whatever it is he would have them do.  Intercessors, prayer warriors, and healers with any reverence for the gift God has bestowed on them rarely seek public recognition.  They might gain personal recognition for the gift of God, but that is not their goal.  They do their work in secret and are rewarded openly.
This is why concentrating on the manifestation of gifts more than the word of God is dangerous.  Entire churches are based on getting into the presence of God and speaking in tongues, yet they never unearth the riches of the word.  They produce shallow saints with shallow faith.
Preachers who only preach prosperity and material wealth and try to link your level of faith to your level of offering are not teaching the fullness of God’s word.  Jesus admonished us to seek the kingdom of God first and all of its righteousness and all of the other things would be added unto us (Matthew 6:33).  From cover to cover in the Bible, the Lord instructs us to seek him, learn of him, follow his commandments, and trust in him.  Putting your trust in anything else is idolatry.  Jesus said: “Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!” (Mark 10:24).  The Bible is full of promises to God’s children, but to focus on the promise and not on God is disastrous to your Christian walk.  Do you really think that if you had all the money your heart desired you would be happy?  Would you use those finances to bless the kingdom of God?  What will happen to your faith and relationship with God if you never have large amounts of money?  Will you still love and serve him?  The scriptures say the love of money is the root of all evil.  Money in and of itself is not bad, but putting it before God causes us problems.  Here are the real questions saints: Can you maintain your balance with or without it?  Do you know how to be abased and to abound?  He who is faithful in little is faithful in much.  A mature, seasoned saint can receive earthly promises and stay on track.
Admitting we have these issues in the body of Christ is difficult, but we do.  The danger to you and me is that so much of it comes under the guise of Christianity.  I’m amazed at how we super-spiritualize everything.  Born-again saints ignorantly trust in the supernatural and call it faith.  That might sound harsh but consider what’s out there.   “Faith” chain letters claim they only work if you pass them on.  We give our money to every prophet on television or radio but have a hard time paying our tithes.  We buy “blessed” prayer cloths and “blessed” anointing oil that the Lord says we could have without cost if we would simply learn how to pray over them ourselves.  Yes, Paul’s handkerchiefs were anointed and the power of the Lord healed the sick (Acts 19:12), but he didn’t charge money for them, and the scriptures say God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul.  “Special” means unusual, not an everyday occurrence, and although I do believe in prayer cloths, we should be careful in our focus.  The cloth doesn’t heal; the Lord heals.  
Do you want magic or the power of the Most High God?  Some Christians are using talismans and amulets and don’t even know it.  Don’t think that because it has a fish on it instead of a demonic symbol that it’s okay.   Satan has no problem using fish, crosses or anything else that looks churchy to mislead the saints.  Take it a step further: did you know he can assign his demons to come into your church service, sit in your pews, and bring a “word” for the church?  He can infiltrate the top levels of our denominations and organizations.  We must pray for our leaders and ourselves.  Making a profession of your faith with emblems and the like is not wrong, but sometimes we confuse the object with the Power.  Let’s not take objects and symbols as magical.  God is not a magician but the sovereign Creator who has all power in his hand.  Put your trust in him, nothing else.
Remember that Jesus always moved when he found faith.  He said faith could move mountains.  He said all things were possible if we just believed⎯not in a thing but in him!  Jesus heals and Jesus saves; no object, person, or even his gifts that he has given to the church can do that.   When you believe that anything or anyone has the power to do what only the Holy Spirit can, you fall into idol worship and sorcery.
Our challenge is to keep our eyes on Jesus.  He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  The church needs tunnel vision, allowing the Holy Spirit to bring our focus back to the straight way the Lord has paved for us and ignore the other forces distracting us in our peripheral vision.  “Straight” doesn’t mean-narrow minded and inflexible but the ability to stay on task.  David asked the Lord to make his way straight before him (Psalm 5:8).  Isaiah said the crooked would be made straight (Isaiah 40:4).  The Lord sent Saul, soon to be Paul to a street called Straight (Acts 9:11).  And Jesus said:
“Enter ye in at the strait [this is a different kind of “straight”⎯it means narrow or difficult, not in a straight line] gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”  Matthew 7:13-14
If the gate, and the path, are straight to the Lord, do you think it will become wide and crooked once you step over?  I don’t think so.  The point is this, the adversary’s assignment is to distract you, whether by a seducing spirit or lack of knowledge don’t let it happen.  He loves it when the saints have no strong meat to feed on.  The growth of your spirituality is directly linked to the word you receive.  Shallow faith is easily challenged, confused, and misled.  Watch yourself.  We are called to “earnestly
contend for the faith” so we had better wise up and fight back.   The kingdom of God suffers violence and the violent take it by force.  Are you violent enough to fight the devil?  Can you fight your natural man?  How bad do you want this Power?  

“Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).   
In “Resisting the Devil” Arthur Pink writes: “Now there is a double relation or connection between the two halves of James 4:7.  First and most obviously, I must ‘submit’ to God if ever I am to successfully ‘resist the Devil’.  How can it be otherwise?  I cannot prevail over the great Enemy in my own strength, and God will not give me of His ‘grace’ while I am resisting Him!  Thus, I must cease resisting God before I can hope to resist the Devil- (whose purpose is) chiefly to make me proud, self-sufficient, independent.  The prayerless soul is a proud one, for his refusal to receive strength from God is tantamount to saying that he can get along through the day without Him.  It was by pride Satan fell, and he would feign have more company, and draw us into his snare.  His bait is easily swallowed, for it is natural to us.  Our first parents caught readily at the suggestion ‘Ye shall be as gods.’  “Resisting the Devil”
Pink then goes on to say that to resist the devil requires four things: 

· Not to be terrified of the devil.  “Satan has no enforcing power: he cannot prevail over me without my consent.”  
· Not to even listen to Satan’s suggestions but to actively resist him and stand your ground.  
· Oppose the devil by quoting scripture to him, a passage fitting his particular suggestion, counting on God’s word to drive him away.  
· Pleading God’s promise that by resisting the devil, he will flee because his not only a defeated foe but a coward.  “Flee from you, yet only for a season; he will return to renew the fight; and so must you.”  “Resisting the Devil”
Are You Your Own Worst Enemy?
“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy.
Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent [no self-control], fierce, despisers of those that are good,
Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God.
Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”  2 Timothy 3:1-5
For some time I thought the scripture in 2 Timothy spoke only of the unsaved.  Isn’t it funny how you always want to pin the scriptures on someone else?  The characteristics Paul mentions certainly apply to the unsaved, but all of the above is happening in the body of Christ right now.  Saints can be carnal too.  Paul is issuing the church a warning about what we can turn out to be if we don’t discern the enemy.  The warning is also a blueprint so that we might be able to recognize those individuals (or ourselves) who are ever learning about the Lord with head knowledge, but never entering into relationship with him.  Just to confirm that he isn’t talking about outsiders, Paul points out a few church members as examples of resisting the truth (Sprit) and who are reprobates concerning the faith.  They never achieve the knowledge of the truth that comes only by the Holy Ghost, who is the Sprit of Truth.  We must yield to guidance of the Holy Spirit that the Lord sent to lead us and guide us in all truth.  

Truly we are in perilous times when individuals in the body of Christ love themselves more than God.  People boasting in their gifts as if they had something to do with them, who are envious and jealous of others in the body, and are always jockeying for position.  Individuals with a spirit of pride and haughtiness, who don’t respect authority, even in their own household.  Such “saints” who are not only ungrateful but unappreciative and their negative behavior becomes a stumblingblock to others.  They have no love for other saints or their neighbors, and you can’t count on them.  These “saints” are temperamental, always pointing a finger at someone else.  They are fierce in their attacks, and dislike those led by the Spirit who bear fruit for the kingdom.  Their egos are out of control, they think far more of themselves than they ought, and they look down on everyone else.  These people will turn on you the minute the Lord blesses you.  Having the form of godliness but denying the power thereof.  My God!  How in the world could anyone in the body of Christ fall into this? 
 
We must deal with it.  We can repent and ask for God’s forgiveness and cleansing, which the word says he will faithfully and justly grant.   We must fight back against the seed the enemy has planted.  It’s like weeds.  They grow with the pretty flowers in the garden but choke off and kill everything if they aren’t plucked up by the roots.  We can make a conscious decision not to fall into this trap.  In Romans 6 Paul says: “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or obedience unto righteousness?”  Whom do you serve?  Don’t be an instrument in the hand of the enemy!  Paul said to turn away from such people because their minds are corrupt concerning the faith.  
Lord Jesus, jar our senses, shake us out of our stupor.  Create in us a clean heart and a right spirit, pleased to serve you alone.  Make us willing and able in spirit and mind to love you will all our heart, mind, soul, strength.  Build a church not ashamed of the gospel of Christ nor one that blasphemes it.  Bind the church with your love, not our frail, fickle human love.  Knit our spirits together with one purpose, which is to glorify your name.  Let us respond to your correction with obedience and gratitude, thankful that you have chosen to make us better.  We rebuke the enemy and every form of trickery he may devise.  Heighten our discernment Lord, and when the adversary comes, lift up a standard against him.  We will not be ignorant concerning his devices.  Order our steps and direct our paths in Jesus’ Name, Amen.
It’s time to understand our adversary and equip ourselves to do battle not with miracle water from the Red Sea or dirt from Jerusalem but with the armor of the Lord.
“Finally my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;
And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench the fiery darts of the wicked.
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”  Ephesians 6:10-17
God Won’t Bless a Mess
But He Will Bless You
All of us want to serve God in a way that is pleasing to him, but let’s face it, we are still human beings with feelings, shortcomings, and areas of weakness.  The one thing I wish we could learn in the church is it that being who we are is okay.  Jesus saved us knowing everything about us, so why do we feel compelled to be a different person?  We become new creatures in Christ with a renewed spirit, but we are still the same people.  If God wanted you to become someone else, he would wipe out your intellect, experiences, and tendencies.  He would redo your DNA to make you what he wanted you to be.  The fact that he doesn’t make such a drastic change is proof to me that he loves you and I as we are and uses our life experiences to help us learn about him.
We put so much pressure on each other to cover up our weaknesses.  We get into the habit of having a “front” of super spirituality, but inside we are the same old people.  Trying to make people think you are someone you are not is a waste of time and energy.  It is also insulting to God because what you are really saying is that you are not fine as he made you, not content with where he’s placed you, and not confident that the transforming work done in your born-again experience is sufficient to make you acceptable to him.  Forget about trying to be accepted by other people, who all have the same crazy issues and baggage as you do.  If God loves you, then why care if men accept you?
Satan is called the “Accuser of the Brethren” and certainly doesn’t hesitate to point out your slips and failures to you and God.  That saints also stand and point the finger of blame is enough to make you stop trying which is precisely what the devil (and some people) want you to do.  The majority of this book examines areas that we should observe and change individually and as a group.  I’m sure if any of the topics covered pertain to you as they do to me, you feel some guilt and frustration at not always being able to do the right thing.

Some of us have also come from church backgrounds that teach if you don’t walk exactly right, do right, live right, think right, pray right, and give right, you will receive nothing from God.  Many of us believe this.  But this book is an attempt to get you to understand that without the Lord’s grace and his unending patience, mercy, direction, and wisdom that he shares with us through the word, you won’t do the right thing.  The word is what transforms your thinking, softens your heart, tames your tongue, and most importantly, helps you understand God.
Guilt is of the devil.  Its purpose is to debilitate your faith and confidence in God and make you feel unworthy to receive from him.  It should have no place in our teaching and preaching because we serve God out of love.  Serving him out of guilt happens when the foundation of your walk with God consists of always trying to make up for your mistakes as though he won’t bless you otherwise.  God doesn’t work that way, bless his name, because if he did, none of us would be blessed.  Faith should be the foundation of our relationship with the Lord.  Trying to serve God this way is exactly how the Jews tried to serve him with the law, and they were rejected.   
Those who are saved are justified (declared not guilty) by the blood of Jesus Christ.  When God sees the blood, his judgment passes over us not because we don’t do anything wrong, but because that precious blood hides a multitude of sins.  If God has declared you righteous, who has the right to say you are not?   
“Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference.
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus;
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation [atonement] through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”  Romans 3:22-26
Paul wrote to explain to the Jews that the law would justify no one.  Faith in Christ, believing the gospel, and being born again are the key to obtain justification.  Paul lets them know that God has counted them in with all those they considered sinners and that the law could point out their sin but couldn’t save them from it.  What he wrote is valuable for us, however, because it tells us that our actions and works will never be sufficient to meet God’s standard.  What I love about the Lord is that even in all of his complexities, he makes it so simple for us.  Forget about your frenzied attempts earn righteousness; believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, follow God’s plan of salvation, and you shall be saved.
Why labor under guilt because of something you have done?  Salvation is so liberating because I know no matter what happens, the Lord has me in his hand.  Abraham made his wife lie about who she was to save his own skin, and laughed at God’s promise of a son, but the Lord blessed him and kept every promise he made to him.  David committed adultery, planned a murder, and was the reason an innocent man died but the Lord said he was a man after his own heart.  Impulsive Peter, who cut off a man’s ear and denied Jesus, was also given the keys to the kingdom and ushered in the New Testament church.  Such is the story of everyone in the Bible.  Those used in the greatest way were in the most disorder.  What does that tell us?  You cannot disqualify yourself if God qualifies you.  If you are called and chosen of God, nothing can separate you.  
“Whosoever abideth in him [Jesus] sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither know him.
Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He [Jesus] is righteous.
He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.  For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”  1 John 3:6-9
We really don’t understand this scripture, because if we did, we wouldn’t beat up others and ourselves up so much. One of the translations for sin (hamartia) means not a special act of sin, but the state or condition producing acts of sin, (“Vine’s Exhaustive Concordance”).  In other words, the state or condition of those to whom Christ has not been revealed and who have not been born again, is sinful.  Not “missing the mark”, but a general, unregenerate, unrighteousness which leads to eternal damnation.
“Whosoever abideth in Jesus sinneth not, but whosoever sinneth has not seen Jesus, neither do they know him.”  Whosoever abideth in Jesus means that Jesus is a dwelling place.  I looked at the Greek translations for “abide” in the “Vine’s Exhaustive Concordance” and found several variations, all of them were so profound and fitting.  Meno – a place, said metaphorically of God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, the word of God, and believers.  That alone blessed me!  The word tells me that I have a dwelling place, a shelter in God, in Christ, in the Holy Ghost⎯“And these three are one: (I John 5:7).  In my mind I envision an actual place I can go to.  Next I found epimeno, which is a strengthened form of meno that means to abide in, to continue in, tarry or remain.  We stay or remain in Christ, a state that God himself ensures; this isn’t left up to us and we can’t work our way through.  Next is katameno.   Kata means down, and the whole word indicates a constant residence, but the concordance says it probably indicates frequent resort.  Isn’t Jesus our frequent resort?  Can’t we run to him for peace and to regroup in the face of our troubles?  
Then there is parameno, to remain beside, and hupomeno, to abide under.  I like hupomeno.  Envision being under Christ.  He becomes your covering, your secret place.  It could even be a beautiful picture of our submission to him, allowing him to direct our lives.  The word suggests remaining in a place instead of leaving it, which to me alludes to being steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58).  Last of all, my favorite, prosmeno, means to abide still longer, metaphorically to cleave [become one] to a person, or indicating persistent loyalty.  These words can help you to better understand what abiding in Christ means.  Better still, apply this to Christ abiding or dwelling in you!  
John wrote that he who abides in Christ sins not, but he who sins hasn’t seen or known Jesus.  Now this makes more sense.  We are talking about those who have not seen Jesus with their spiritual eyes as in having experienced a revelation of him.  Those who have not received the revelation of Jesus Christ cannot know him.  They have no relationship.  This is the intimate knowing of a husband and his bride, or of lovers.  Consequently, those who have not received him and do not know him are still in that state of unrighteousness and sin that leads to death.  
“He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.”  I John 5:12
The scriptures tell me that God came in flesh as Jesus Christ.
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.”  John 1:1
“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.”  
1 Timothy 3:16
 
God was made manifest or visible to the world because his Spirit dwelled in the person of Jesus.  “Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me?  I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works” (John 14:10).  The Bible says that God is a Spirit, and no man has seen God at any time ⎯ in his Spirit form.  He has always had to make himself visible to us some other way, a burning bush, a pillar of fire, and finally as a man. Since only a perfect sacrifice would do, he had to come himself.  
 “Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? Who hath told it from that time? Have not I the LORD? And there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none else beside me.”   Isaiah 45:21
For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name: and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel: the God of the whole earth shall he be called.”  Isaiah 54:5
 “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour.”  
1 Timothy 2:3
“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,
To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever.  Amen.”   Jude 25
God reveals through the scriptures that he becomes our Savior through Jesus Christ and he alone is the way so that we might receive the revelation of the “mystery of godliness”.
 “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”   Isaiah 9:6
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”   Luke 2:11
 Him [Jesus] hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.”
Acts 5:31
 “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.
Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.
Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.”  1 Timothy 1:15-17
The word tells me that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God. 
“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.  Joel 2:28
Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”  1 Corinthians 3:16
“And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”  Ephesians 4:30
And the Word tells me that these three are one.   
 “Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. [Jesus was speaking of His Spirit who was with them in flesh but would be in them when they received the Holy Ghost]
I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.”   John 14:17-18
“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”  Romans 8:9
“For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.”  1 John 5:7
Why is all this important to us?  Those scriptures give us insight into the true meaning of:  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son.”  That Son, Jesus, was God making himself visible to us through the flesh by the power of his Spirit, which he sent forth as a seed.  “And it pleased God that in him [Jesus] should all the fullness of the Godhead dwell (Colossians 1:19).  When your understanding is opened regarding this great truth, you will know that to abide in Christ, the word, and the Spirit is to abide in God, the condition of sin is eradicated and we have peace with him.
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  Romans 5:1
In the preceding chapter, Paul used Abraham as an illustration of justification by faith.  At the end of the chapter in verse 20 he says something very important, 
 “He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;
And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was also able to perform.
And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.
Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him;
But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;
Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.”  Romans 4:20-25
Impute means to reckon, take into account, or credit.  Used metaphorically, it means to put down to or credit a persons account.  (“Vine’s Exhaustive Concordance”)  Imagine finding a credit on your Visa bill that brings your balance to zero.  You call to verify and they say, “That’s right; your bill is paid in full.”  That’s what impute means.  God credits us with righteousness that we never had.  He just pays the bill!  When he looks at your account, he sees paid-in-full stamped across the ledger, no doubt taking great satisfaction that your bill is clear only because of him.  In fact, he gives his righteousness to his saints: “Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, O LORD, in the light of thy countenance.  In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted” (Psalm 89:15-16).  What a source for God to receive some glory!  
Will you sin by falling short of God’s word?  Yes, you will.  But is that the same as existing in the state of sin?  No, it is not.  That’s why John writes that who ever is born of God cannot (remain in the condition of) sin because his seed (sperma-Greek, sperm- English) remains in him.  God deposits his seed or his sperm by his Spirit into the believer.  In this way, the Lord ensures his spiritual posterity.  He will have children!  And because the seed of God is perfect, there are no aborted births, no malformed children, and no birth defects!  The seed he deposits in you is pure, holy, and perfect and will accomplish what he intended at the end of the gestational period.  Corruption will put on incorruption and we shall see him as he is.  
That seed has to remain.  In a woman’s body, once a sperm unites with the egg, the process cannot be reversed.  The cells begin dividing, and genes and chromosomes move to their assignments.  Short of outside interference or defective sperm or eggs, a healthy baby is born.  The principle is the same with God.
Observing what God does for us in this way should strengthen your understanding of grace.  Unmerited favor only scratches the surface. The fact that God credits you with righteousness that you don’t deserve so that even though you slip and fall short, he still sees you as righteous should make you rethink grace.  That God impregnates you with his seed that remains until he takes you out of here, a seed that cannot be removed or exterminated and ensures that you are truly a child of God, ought to make you rethink your definition of grace.  Knowing that if you are chosen in him before the foundation of the world, nothing, not even you can stop that sperm from being implanted ought to make you shout hallelujah!  What a true and perfect type this is considering we are the bride and Christ is the bridegroom.  What else could be more natural than a husband and wife bringing forth children?  And isn’t God a wonder, that we can be the child and the bride at the same time?
To abide in Jesus is to abide in God.  “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God” (1 John 4:15).  “Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: [but] he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.” (1 John 2:23).  
Jesus is the place of life for me.  I picture him as an actual physical place, unseen yet real, where I belong.  It gives new meaning to: “For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy.  I will abide in thy tabernacle forever: I will trust the cover of thy wings” (Psalm 61:3-4).  A shelter protects you from the elements to keep you warm when it’s cold, cool when it’s hot, and dry when it storming.  It is your place of rest, a retreat after a day out in the world.  “The name of the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous run into it and they are safe” (Proverbs 18:10).  Jesus is not a flimsy shelter that blows apart in the storm.  He is indestructible.  
I began to look up scriptures that speak of believers dwelling in Christ and he in them and found the most exciting passages:  
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all tings are become new.”  2 Corinthians 5:17
 “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.”  Romans 8:9
“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”  
Galatians 3:26-27
Jesus said the flesh profits nothing.  God doesn’t even deal with our flesh.  He works with our spirits, hearts, and minds.  The outward reflection shows because we gain some control over the flesh but holiness in the flesh is not even in the equation.  Our spirits are made holy.  The flesh will never be holy for no good thing dwells in it.  Stop beating yourself up because you mess up sometimes.  God knows the conflict you face by living in your flesh but serving him with your spirit.  Only God would already make the provision by declaring you holy and righteous and setting you apart even though your behavior isn’t always holy or righteous.
Is this an excuse to do anything you want to?  Does this mean that God is unfair?  Certainly not, for Paul said: “But if our unrighteousness commend [commits, assigns, confers] the righteousness of God, what shall we say?”  In other words, if the Lord, through the weakness of the believer shows his power and declares them righteous, who are we to debate it?  And is God unrighteous because he brings judgment on those who have not received his righteousness?  “God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world?”  He will judge it by righteousness, “To shew that the LORD is upright: he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him” (Psalm 92:15).  If there is no unrighteousness in God, and the Bible tells us he does all things after the counsel of his will, then who are we to say that the Lord is not fair in the choosing of his elect?  Conversely, how should we who have been recipients of such a magnificent gift cherish and honor it at least with our will and our effort to serve him?  Shouldn’t our love for God drive us to be pleasing in his sight?  Doesn’t the depth of our mutual love restrain us from doing some of the crazy things that we want to do?  Even when we do those things, he has already made the way out!
Paul said that the truth of God more abounds through his lies unto the Lord’s glory!  God said his strength is made perfect through our weakness.  Our failure to consistently live by the word does not negate its truth or power.  Rather, when we stumble, God’s grace and mercy step in, raise us up, and turn our defeat to victory.  Our downfall turns into a blessed testimony.
“And we are not”, he says, “(as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? Whose damnation is just.”  Romans 3:8

“I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law,   then Christ is dead in vain.”  Galatians 2:21




 
Here is a final thought for you:
“Seeing ye have purified your soul in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.
For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass.  The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:
But the word of the Lord endureth for ever.  And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”  1 Peter 1:22-25
And It Shall Come to Pass
Without the Lord’s provision, this book would have never happened.  Truly this must be a season of using the most unlikely people to fulfill his purpose in the church and the world. Even though prophecies were given to me years ago about doing a work for God, never did I imagine it would be something like this.  Now I can see clearly how each and every struggle I faced in my walk with the Lord fit perfectly into it’s place, shaping me and forcing me to grow and learn.  “All things work together for the good” was simply part of my church lingo for so long.  What a blessing to know the true meaning!
To each and every one of you whom God has spoken regarding your ministry, especially those of you in obscurity, please have faith.  Exercise patience while he works it out for you, and don’t let fear of failure or ridicule hinder you.  So many people are seeking the spotlight but that is not the measure of a ministry’s power.  I once heard Bishop Noel Jones say, “Bigness is not greatness.”  Run your race with patience and you will receive the blessings of God.  Don’t worry if no one knows you or you aren’t part of a huge ministry.  God is able to catapult you out of obscurity to care for his people.  You might feel as if you’re in the olive press, but what comes out is pure oil for healing, anointing, and ministry.
“Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? Saith the Lord: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? Saith thy God.”  
Isaiah 66:9
“…for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.”   
Isaiah 66:8
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