BEARING FRUIT TO REAP A HARVEST©      
 Peggie Townsend-Williams
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If one rotten apple spoils the whole bunch, what is the story?
Please email your story to ptw688@att.net
Once Upon a Time

“Enter to learn, go forth to serve” was the motto of a high school class.  I volunteered to help establish an alumni association for my high school in November 2001.  Everything we learned in high school did not teach us about what works for our destiny.  In the early 1950’s I was praying in elementary school as was the protocol for all.  This was a daily habit developed before I was eight years old.  Not mature enough to verbalize it, but I was developing in the Holy Spirit as I learned more about Jesus.  Putting God first caused a lot of us to grow morally and spiritually right to learn the Christian way.  I Corinthians 3:18-20 and Romans 12:2 should have been our first lesson after we finished high school.  Those classmates who were transformed with bible principles were the ones I appreciated being around and communicating with on a regular basis.  Their actions had to reflect their words in order for me to believe they were Christians.  If thoughts are not in agreement with God’s will, it has been proven that they are of the devil.  I strive to be around people who have positive seeds to influence me.  The way they think about life and the success and/or failure were determined by the seeds of character and stair steps built on bible principles as follows: 

 Actions 

Character



 Decisions

Destiny 



Emotions



Habits

                               Prayer

The first step is praying for direction and guidance needed for God’s will be done.  Acts of kindness were displayed toward me by several classmates.  Some of these same classmates betrayed me with their evil and negative thoughts.  They were impatient, rude, self-seeking, Friendship and trust have been destroyed between us; but I learned to forgive them and keep them at a distance.  Arrogance and pride got the best of some of them who became out of control and allowed their emotions to overwhelm them.  Their decisions, evidently, were based on these feelings that caused their actions.  Then these actions became bad habits of false accusations, fault-finding, lies, slander, and persecution.  None of them should cast the first stone.  Many were in the Vietnam War and many were not.  Some had an excuse of alcohol and drug abuse. Those who returned from Vietnam and survived a bigger war in America became Christians wearing the helmet, breastplate, and shield.  These weapons of warfare helped me also during crisis in my marriage and single life.  Confessing that believers who suffer for Christ as stated in 2Timothy 2:12 shall reign with him regardless of our situation and circumstances.  Death and life are in the power of the tongue; and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. (Proverbs 18:20-21).

In and article on the internet entitled Yielding Fruit, the author lamented, “Many people preach a false doctrine of Jesus Christ and so true seeds are not even sown, but weeds.  But when true preaching of the Word is heard, even then it does not grow as pointed out in Matthew 13:3-8”.  This is the story of the farmer scattering seed.  The parable, as mentioned before, fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah which says:

“You will hear my words but you will not understand; you will see what I do, but you will not perceive its meaning, For the hearts of these people are hardened, and they have closed their eyes—so their eyes cannot see, and their ears cannot hear, and their hearts cannot understand, and they cannot turn to me and let me heal them. ‘I will speak to you in parables, I will explain mysteries hidden since the creation of the world.1 Matthew 13:14-15, 35 “. 

Temptation is pressure applied to our thinking.  The devil (enemy/haters) wants to wear us down with abuse, gambling, jealousy, insecurities, lies, misjudgment, stress and other emotions.  Although Jesus was tempted, (Hebrews 4:15) he did not commit sin.  He appeared in flesh but sin did not appear in him.  
When I was tempted to get revenge, I chose not to allow sin to overtake me, doing evil for evil.   Instead I pleaded for an understanding of a thought as an idea that I shared with others, asking permission before going forward. My classmates failed the test.  Having some compassion, I reminded them of the golden rule, “Do unto others as you will have them to do unto you”. However, the controversy behind this rule turned me to the bible:
Matthew 7: 15-16


Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep, but are really wolves that will tear you apart.  You can detect them by the way they act, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit.  You don’t pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles.  

A healthy tree produces good fruit, and an unhealthy tree produces bad fruit.

Before New Year’s Day, a covenant was already made in October, 2003 when my mother died.    I had committed to communicating with her as often as I could.  I had planned to be with her for the Thanksgiving holidays and honor the memory of my deceased sister’s birthday, also.  November 1st I was at my mother’s funeral while it rained in Oklahoma City.   But one of my brothers and two of my nephews were not there.  They had been acting like some of my classmates.  Not choosing to do the right thing and asking God to guide them with even the faith of a mustard seed, they could not honor our mother at her funeral.  Thanksgiving Dinner would not be the same as planned like 2002 was in her home with her in the flesh.  Our family was dysfunctional but we realized that we needed more than bread and could not restore this family from just one season.  We experienced years of many seasons missing our blessings because we didn’t give thanks for everything.
Now it was the harvest season, and the Jordan was overflowing its banks.  But as soon as the feet of the priests who were carrying the Ark touched the water at the river’s edge, the water began piling up at a town upstream called Adam…( Joshua 3:15)
At the end of 2003, I was celebrating life with the fruit of the spirit knowing that the water is the “Word”.  Just as Joshua, I meditated on the “WORD” day and night. This action was required so that I may demonstrate the “walk with Jesus” which abides in me.  Jesus has an investment in us because he paid for our sins when he died on the cross and rose again.  He is returning but we do not know the hour.  Therefore, we must bring forth fruit at all times so that Jesus will find it when he returns to the vineyard.  “If you don’t bear fruit, you don’t abide in the vine; you get snapped off and thrown in the fire (John 15:2)”.

First, I praise God, witness and tell my story.  This I give because it is all I posses as God’s gift in me, the seed of Jesus.  Just as Moses was successful, Joshua was prepared for prosperity (Joshua 1:7-8).  Learning, to obey the laws that Moses had written before teaching them, is the first habit I developed at the age of 12 years old.  Songs and appreciating the Book of Psalm helped me.  “What Am I Living for, if not for You” became a new song as I meditated on the Purpose Driven Life at the beginning of January 2002.  In bible study this month, I discovered a deeper meaning of Psalm:  To pray first is just as meaningful and practical as the book of Proverbs.  The following scripture was reminded from reading a meditation composed by Joyce Meyer:


“From the fruit of his words a man shall be satisfied with good, and the work of a man’s hands shall come back to him (as a harvest).  Proverbs 12:14
Jesus speaks in parables throughout the gospels.  The seed is God’s “Word” as I understand from meditating on Luke 8:11 as I am inspired to write Harvest Time is Now.  God’s covenant for me is that my obedience will reap rewards in heaven as well as here on earth, I believe.  His gifts and talents instilled in me to outwardly express them in a way that HE is using me.  My book will be a blessing to someone else too.  God will give me houses that I will not build and cars, too.  I know I can not take these with me; but I can enjoy an abundant life on earth where I can be used as a person favored and blessed by God.

Obedience Is Better Than Sacrifice 


We all have fallen short of the Ten Commandments. I reminded a classmate who was called a minister as I challenged her actions and words by referring her to James 3:1-7.  Knowing that teachers are judged, we are taught to learn what they speak and show us.  Ministers are no exception as explained in James 3:8-12. The greatest of these commandments is love.  Some scriptures taught about speaking out of love include I Corinthians 16:14; I Corinthians 2:4; Titus 3:2 speaking no evil and Proverbs 10:19 lips refraining from evil.  Proverbs 18:21…. If I speaketh wrong thoughts, I speaketh death.


Luke 6:43-45  explains that we speak those things that dwell in our hearts which reveals what spirit is of good or bad.  The manifestations of the flesh are adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies (Galatians 5:19-25).

Luke 6:45

A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.
They say one rotten apple can spoil the whole bunch.  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and every evil practice. But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere (James 3:16-17).  Lessons Learned:  Contrary to some opinions, I took a stand when a person in a leadership role tried to ruin my reputation by lying in emails to the alumni association that I stole someone’s clothes.  This was Good Friday and less than a month before the war in Iraq started!  I thought about what Jesus stated, “Lord, forgive them for they know not what they do”   Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness (James 3:18).  

“Changing Your Mind, Bearing Fruit” is a message by The Rev. Dr. James B. Lemler on March 11, 2007 taken from Luke 13: 1-9 about repentance.  Turning away from sin is a step that requires action.  The Rev. Dr. James B. Lemler explains the scripture of the direct word from Jesus.  “Repent!  Turn around, turn to me.  Claim my life, bask in my love relish my compassion, enter my mercy.  Repent!  Change your mind.”  Please refer to the before-mentioned article on this website:  
Confessions should come with a need to change as hearing the word convicts you.  First, courageously and opening admitting our responsibility which may mean taking the blame or confessing fault.  Simply say, yes, I did it or said it.  That is faith with works!  Works are actions practiced from Biblical principles of right.  The Christian experience should be an expression of the devotion to God.  I Peter 3:10 tells us to not gossip about one another or gossip if we really love one another.  Valuable Resources I would refer the alumni association to are James 4:11, Leviticus 19:16, Philippians 4:8, and, Titus 2:3 as recommended on the below website:   http://www.charityministries.org/confession.
Our decisions are based on our thoughts.  Choosing positive thoughts over negative thoughts determine our actions.  The choice is based on our attitudes of right and wrong.  Someone with a bad attitude or a don’t-care attitude about what’s right or wrong will do or say something without any consideration of the consequences.  I decided not to dwell on what someone has done to me or said about me.  Instead, I took these steps to demonstrate actions of hope and love.
1. Prayed, asking God to give me the wisdom to do and say the right thing that will please Him.

2. Took the initiative to communicate with all parties involved.  Asking them to forgive me for any misunderstanding of my “intentions” efforts.
3. When rejected by them in my attempts to resolve the matter, I sought the counsel of ministers and other Christians.

4. I forgave them and wrestled with the instructions of “forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead” (Philippians 3:13) as I tried to overcome evil with good.
5. Finally, I distanced myself from those who were not receptive to my good deeds.  A lack of respect by those who do not demonstrate generosity is not the Spirit of God.  An inability or refusal by those who did not reconcile with me helped me to recognize who they were and that they were not rooted in faith. 
6. But mainly, remembering that if I do not dwell in Jesus, in my last days I will wither away.  God is who I will serve through Jesus Christ within me.  After all, this was during a season that we are reminded of when Jesus was persecuted.  HE was talked about, lied about, and falsely accused. But…HE went to the cross and died for us.  And, HE was raised from the dead.    

Another parable in John 1-8 refers to “my Father is the husbandman” and Jesus as the true vine which we received love from as stated in v. 9 of John 15.  “If you bear fruit, you love people and win people to Christ”
.  (By John Piper. ©Desiring God.  Website:  desiringGod.org).  Other websites referenced include   www.warningrepent.org/yieldingfruit.html   I believe that my roots are from my past, but my future is from my seeds.  God holds great promise and great possibility for me, my family, and my life.  “As individuals, we are called to do actions of generosity, compassion, service, peace making, justice, witness, and respect” states Dr. James B. Lemler.  “These are the fruits of a life turned to God, of a mind and heart changed by the Spirit of God.”

              
I didn’t seek revenge when I thought about filing suit.  It required too much negative energy rather than faith and trust in God to fight my battles.  Contrary to other’s opinions, I would not allow bitterness to take root.  It took a long time before to get rid of resentment and other pollutants in my spirit.  This experience was not worth sacrificing a life of abundance with good health, joy, peace and the harvest I could reap.  My heart is too full of love to be contaminated. Dealing with unforgiveness in the past caused me depression, pain, and sorrow.  I was not going to let it kill me. The greatest commandment was demonstrated by Joseph when he blessed his brother with food and eased their fear of harm.  They had traveled to Egypt after a famine struck their land to buy food.  Not recognizing Joseph who was in charge of the food supply, he reminded them when they sold him into slavery.  Joseph could have gotten revenge with his brothers who thought they had killed him.  But Got put them at his footsteps when he had the power to put them to death or in prison.  “Love doesn’t hold a grudge, the bible says in I Corinthians 13; and love doesn’t harbor unforgiveness”.  Joseph extended mercy as he knew God wanted him to instead of seizing the opportunity to get even with his brothers.  
I had to let go in order to let God.  This was the only choice I believed for blessings so God would have mercy on me, too.  I have asked for His forgiveness and that of others.  Seeking the kingdom of God requires us to show mercy, treat others right, and seek to do good.  I can not over emphasize the greatest commandment of all is that we love one another.  This is the fruit of the spirit.  As recorded in Galatians 5:22: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control”. 

Don’t confuse bearing fruit with trying to ‘do good deeds’ to earn your way into Heaven.  The scripture is clear that we are given the gift of eternal life as we admit the evil things we have done and ask for God’s forgiveness seeing that Jesus died on the cross bearing our sins for us.
 
Give Thanks and Time
Volunteering is how I sow seeds.  Giving my time by helping people with their resumes, tutoring children with their homework, answering the phone at my church, and organizing two non-profit associations are just a few of  the seeds I’ve planted.  God has blessed me with a job when my adversaries intervened.  He restored my relationships with some “genuine friends” and my daughter.  He delivered me from my enemies.   He has given me double for my troubles.  
I sometimes take a detour from the path of righteousness, but pray ask God to help me get back on track.  His grace and mercy enables me to be more compassionate toward others.  If we have not grown spiritually from babies to children in Sunday School, then how can we have fruit of the spirit after 40 years! Building the character of God takes effort and time.  An article (copyright 2004 by Chris Sarris) titled, Life is all about Bearing Fruit, explains this over the internet. (http://onlinethoughts.com/currentwork/bearing_fruit.htm and refers to John 15).  As long as we are blessed with another day, it’s not too late.  We reap what we sow.  The Bible teaches us to ask for forgiveness, confess belief in Jesus Christ as our Savoir, and repent of our sins as the way to heaven.  “The only fruit that will last is the fruit that grows on the cross”.
  Fruit bearing is knowing that Jesus’ love will not be taken away and devoting service to Him.  “God is love” states 1 John 4:8. 
There is no other friend like Jesus as He was with the disciples. 
Foundations for Success


Rob Thompson, Pastor of The Harvest Church Winning Walk cited a few scriptures that I meditate on that are in bold italics. Philippians 3:12-15 teaches the process of maintaining an attitude to successfully handle people.  Those who refuse to work and meddle in other people’s business have been a challenge to me.  I talk to other Christians for guidance about the way they have been acting.    “God is your true employer”, Past Thompson reminds us and that “evil wants to abort through a poor attitude that which has been achieved by hard work”. This good is referred to in Ephesians 6:7. “The Holy Spirit is your partner Work with an attitude of doing a job well”.  He also said, “Never go into a job for a short-term”.  This is why I have not accepted anymore 3-day temporary assignments.  Proverbs 11:1 A false balance is an abomination of God.  You can not live there for long term when you’re out of balance.  Proverbs 1:5   and Ecclesiastes 5:19-20.  In summary, a poor attitude can destroy all efforts for a promotion because of evil (bad attitude).  Proverbs 3:27 Withhold not good from them who are due….
The Bible states that Isaiah volunteered to take God’s message to the people of Israel (Isaiah 6:8).  He served God for fifty years.  God still prefers to work through people instead of rocks as his mouthpiece and meet the needs of others. 


Pastor Creflo Dollar spoke on Daystar, November 3, 2007 from II Timothy: 3 of the foolish, selfish and uncontrollable behavior of people who love money and pleasures.  These evil people are full of pride and boast about the houses, cars, and other materialist things they have.  They ridicule Christians who have less and are persecuted as the Apostle Paul was for his beliefs, teachings, and faith.  For preaching the Good News, Paul was writing to Timothy from prison with these instructions.



Run from anything that stimulates youthful lust.  



Follow anything that makes you want to do right.

Pursue faith and love and peace, and enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with

pure hearts.

Learning that arguing over words was useless when speaking to non-believers caused me to stop.  However, I am determined to work diligently and obey God, not fighting with others about the truth.  Paul reminds us that everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.
   Deliverance is coming, although evil people and impostors will continue deceiving others and, they, themselves will be deceived.  “We must not confess neither lack nor defeat, as God has made us more than conquerors” Christ Unlimited Ministries stated in an article, What does the Bible say about Positive Confession?

Today children are disobeying, mistreating, disrespecting, and cursing parents.  They won’t listen to right teaching, rejecting the truth and following strange myths.

Paul fought a good fight, finished the race, and remained faithful.
   He was ready to receive his prize – the crown of righteousness – as it is for all who believe and obey as he did.   God has protected me from more evil and a premature death because I am asking for more time to do His will and glorify Him before I am safe in His heavenly Kingdom.

Faith brings joy and peace so I need to be patient and trust God to fight my battles.  Forgiving others and not bringing up the past in an attempt to seek revenge is an act of obedience.  Knowing that it is written that God will judge all of us and will convict us, accordingly, allows me to let go and let God.  God’s law was a commandment to obey.  Jesus Christ died for our sins; and we are to repent since our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin may lose its power in our lives.
  Our sins are forgiven which is good news; but the bad news is that we are condemned before a Holy God.  As a sinner, we deserve punishment.  As a forgiven child of God, we are saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

When even women turn against the natural way to have sex and instead indulge in sex with each other (as stated in Romans 2:26).  “God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who push the truth away from themselves…they have seen the earth and sky and all that God made so there is no excuse for not knowing God.”  God’s anger at sin caused the idol worshippers to have confused and dark minds.  They became foolish instead of wise.  Backstabbers, haters of God, became insolent, proud, and boastful while inventing new ways of sinning and defying parents.  Destruction and misery follows them because they are disobedient and don’t know what true peace is.  They have no fear of God to restrain them.
  

My confession of going to the game room started my healing after my car was totaled in a car accident shortly after winning $160.  It cost me more than 20 times that much; and I suffered for four more years without a car and a regular job.  My relationships with my family had become more dysfunctional with the lack of communications line because I eventually had no phone service.  Gambling was a sin I could no longer make an excuse for doing; and I could not blame anyone else for influencing me.  I begin to backslide after six months.  I repented when losing my eyeglasses and two times more money that I won in three days.  This was not a sacrifice but an act of obedience. I came from a good tree, so my child did too.  My heart is full of good deeds.  What I say, I will do, standing firm on a solid foundation to build healthy, loving relationships, as well as my character (Luke 6:44-48).  I want to be like that tree standing by the water as referred to in Psalm 1:3 and an article, “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah, Pilgrim thro’ this barren land”.
    In due season, I will prosper and not wither. (This article was accessed from http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0021-8715%28199122%29104%3A413%3C318%3ALATPBT%3E2.0.CO). 

 Feelings of loneliness were replaced with Bible study activities at my family group homes and other church activities.  Blessed with several people who have driven by my home to transport me to church and other places was by God’s grace and mercy.  I thank God for having temporary jobs that were extended to allow enough money to rent a car and visit my grandchildren and family out of state.

  However, I know God has planted a seed within me to reap a harvest of something more valuable that will overflow with more abundance. Luke 13 warns that we will perish if we don’t repent.  We are also reminded in Romans 6:23 that the penalty of sin is death. Taking the responsibility to change is a step toward repentance.  I must accept forgiveness because God has made this provision (John 3:17).  Feeling guilty made me aware of my forgiveness.  I agree with Joyce Meyers, “It take uncommon courage to be willing to die for what you believe in; but it also take uncommon courage to be willing to forgive and pray for your persecutors”.

The Pharisees were religious leaders in the Old Testament who tried tempting Jesus in a no win situation about the law of Moses (see Leviticus20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22-24; John 8:5).  John revealed their motive and that their concern was not about the adulterous woman or about her guilt.  They were misusing and misapplying God’s Word.  “God gave the law to Moses so that people would understand they were sinners in need of grace.
 The character of the Pharisees is no different to that of some of my classmates who mistreated me.  When Jesus lifted up to them (after writing in the sand), HE said, “He that is without sin among you, let him cast a stone at her.”  (John 8:6-11). Hebrews 13 states that we are to confront others with love and share the sorrow of those being mistreated, empathizing with them. Warning signs are written in Leviticus about the wickedness and evil that also exist today on the television, internet, and in the world as well as in households.  I choose life over death and blessings over curses as instructed in Deuteronomy 30:19.  Confession of the Mouth includes a “Never Again List” that helps me and others.
 
I am praying for a changed heart, repentance, and obedience for myself and family.  I know God has the power to change us but He gives us free will.  Like David expressed in Psalm, I will bless the Lord.  It’s for the glory of God that we bear fruit.

God gives seed to a sower.  The seed is within me. Through God’s grace and mercy he verified this by signs and giving gifts of the Holy Spirit.  My grandmother said, “You reap what you sow” and it means the same as in Luke 6:38 (NIV).  
Give and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. Luke 6:38 (KJV)
The message God delivered through angels has always proved true, and the people were punished for every violation of the law and every act of disobedience (Hebrews 2:2-4).  

“God never talks to you about a seed unless he has a harvest planned”, says Rod Parsley on Daystar November 4, 2007.
Matthew 6:11 states that if we know how to give good gifts to our children, our Heavenly Father will give us more when we ask.
“God has no obligation to return a harvest on any seed that will increase your ability to satisfy and gratify your lust of the eyes, flesh or the pride of life. I John 2:16 (KJV). As for the one sown upon the fine soil, this is the one hearing the word, and getting the sense of it, who really bears fruit and produces, this one a hundredfold, that one 60, the other 30. Matthew 13:22 (NWT)” 

Zechariah and Elizabeth were used as good examples of wavering faith although they initially obeyed all of God’s commandments and regulations.  They had no children and were barren because Elizabeth was very old.  But the angel, Gabriel, appeared telling them that God had heard their prayers and that Elizabeth would bear a son named John.  Zechariah didn’t believe Gabriel (who stood in the presence of God) so the angel told him that he wouldn’t be able to speak until the child was born.  God sent Gabriel also to Mary (who lived in a village in Galilee of Nazareth) in the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy.  The angel gave Mary similar good news about the son she would bear and give birth to; and she willingly accepted what God wanted.  Mary went to visit her relative, Elizabeth, in Judea who already had John.  Elizabeth saw that Mary had been blessed to have the honor of a more powerful son. 
We can learn to be open-minded and spiritually connected from Mary’s experience. Nothing is impossible for God when you believe HIM and responds to God’s plan by being available.  He has messengers, such as the angel; but can communicate with us through his Word, the seed.  Being grateful for an opportunity and expressing thanks, as Mary did with a song (Luke 2:46-48, shows our appreciation.  Zechariah did not recognize God’s activity.

I learned that Zechariah was the “chosen priest out of 18,000 (Luke 1:5-7, 11-13) because he maintained a godly lifestyle” in spite of disappointments or unfulfilled dreams until he doubted and feared what Gabriel told him.  As a consequence of disbelief, we may be forbidden to tell somebody about the miracles and the Holy Spirit.  They had a testimony and Zechariah’s first words (Luke 2:64) were praising God when he wrote John’s name on a tablet.

I questioned Zachariah’s faith level when he didn’t connect the spiritual blessing and did not align it with his prayer for a son.  John 16:24 tells us we have not because we asked not. His parents were given the desires of their heart as the scripture testifies.   Isaiah 54:13 tells us sowing a seed is blessing the next generation.  James 2:3 stated: And the Scripture was fulfilled which says “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God.
 Abraham was faithful and obeyed God’s commands.  Wanting to be more like Jesus should be our goal rather than trying to earn what God gives by obeying His commandments.  We should obey his commandments because we know that He loves us.
   If Jesus abides in us, we walk in the Spirit.  The Apostle tells us in I Corinthians 13 that love is the standard – more excellent than spiritual gifts.  Love never fails and is always in order, always appropriate.  This is why Deuteronomy 6:5 commands us to love God with all our heart; and John 15:12 commandment is this: Love each other as I have loved you.   John 12:23, 24 tells us we are the fruit-bearers if we are willing to take up the cross and die with Him.

Some people don’t know how and some have questioned how. I would die for my child.  I heard a man say he would die for his friend.  
Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs?  Thus no spring yields both salt water and fresh. Jesus talks in parables, again, but we understand now, through the preaching, teaching, and reading the Word.  To be more like Christ requires some responsibility on our part.  Each of us have an obligation to influence each other to bear the right fruit.  

Controversial topics about genealogy, legacy, and mixed races brings me to another subject of lineage which will be covered in the next section.
(Retrieved February 7, 2008)
Applying Principles to Repent:

Luke 1:5-25, 57-80


Recognize and believe that Jesus is the reason for the season. 


[image: image2]
Pastor Rod Parsley, who is live on the internet,
  features his messages in Seven-Fold Blessings (February 8, 2008).  We must give in order to receive.  Blessings come to those who bless others.  Everything (for abundance and prosperity) has been transmitted from God, the father, to Jesus, the son.  He discusses three curses: 

(1) Sin
As a result of the stripes of Jesus, we are blessed from sin. Adam and Eve, the first fruit, disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden. One apple spoils another.  Religion can cause us to be passive with weak faith, allowing an open door for the Devil to confuse us. 

(2) Sickness
Through Jesus Christ, God heals.  Because of the “preaching of the Gospel of Christ, the enemy fights so hard.  His diabolical days will be over.”

(3) Poverty 
     “The government has been relied upon by too many poor people.  This problem is more prevalent in the last five years.”


God wants us to be the salt of the earth.  He preserves us to put resources aside for others.  Peter and Isaiah remind us of this in the scriptures and “to deal circumspective, making intelligent considerations about others”.  God wants to prosper us, I do believe, too.  In order to become prosperous, Pastor Parsley further explains, “God wants us to be generous in our culture in order to have a good reputation.  He will deliver us in our time of trouble.”  The seven pillars of blessings, as described in Psalm 41:1-3 are contrary to the curses.

1) Consider the helpless. Gives us joy when we are kind to the poor.

2) Deliver us in the times of trouble and free us from bondage. 
3) Preserve and protect us. 

4) Kept us alive when Satan tried to kill us with fear of death.

5) Blessed us to prosper.

6) He healed us in sickness.

7) God nursed and comforted us, restoring our health and eased our pain.

In reference to the above, The Psalmist complains of enemies and false friends (ibid. 5-9) while he is sick.  Again in Psalm 42:3, 5, 11 David sings out to God, praising and putting his hope in God.  He confessed his sins (as written the Book of II Samuel 11:6-26). David looked upon Bathsheba while he was mentally out of control (position) killed, manipulated his men to get them drunk.
These scriptures were taken from Rod Parsley’s website, http://www.glorylandharvest.com/vision.asp that helps me to focus on spending time bearing fruit for God.

Romans 8:31 (KJV) 

31What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

32He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

Proverbs 18:21 (KJV) 

21Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.
Psalm 1:3 (KJV) 

And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his 

fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

Psalm 37:25 (KJV) 

I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, 

nor his seed begging bread.

11And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.

Twelve Disciples (John 15:16)
The twelve disciples were 12 ordinary men who became extraordinary because of Jesus Christ.  Their lives were transformed by God’s power.  “They had chosen to follow Jesus….  In John 1:37 Andrew follows Jesus without even being asked, and he goes to get Peter and brings him to Jesus (John1:41).
  

Transformation takes place when we feed on the Word of God.  We must hunger for and thirst for His guidance in governing our lives. It is a commitment to hear from God so that when you need God, you can call on Him through Jesus Christ.   
Referring to the miracles of Jesus which were not always a crisis, we can relate to inconveniences that happen to us, today.  When he turned water to wine (John 2:1-11) at a wedding, it was not immediate upon Mary’s request because it was not His time, yet (verse 4). God may                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     not come when we want him to, but He is always on time.  Luke, another disciple writes about Jesus and John the Baptist who had two disciples.  The disciples saw that “Jesus made a blind man see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, the dead rose to life and the Good News preached to the poor” (Luke 7:20-21).  Jesus told the disciples to go back and tell John what they had seen.  Yes, he was the Messiah and they didn’t have to look for someone else.  Jesus is telling us to go and tell the world; but we must be prepared to with the Fruit of the Spirit.  He must abide in us.
“The story of Jesus disciples does not end with the Gospels.  It continues in the book of Acts and many of the Epistles.” (Kids Life Application Bible) “Mark wrote in his book that Jesus is the greatest (Mark 10:31 and Mark 10:444) who entered history as a servant and gave his life for us”.


“Your duty is to go and preach the coming of the Kingdom of God. “ (Luke 9: 60), Jesus said to the disciples.  Joyce Meyers reiterated this as she reminded us to enjoy our lives and share Jesus with others.

I am often reminded of David, the Shepherd Boy who was made King, when I think of how much God cares for us.  There is a story for children at www.1914.org that has given permission to copy and print (but not sell).  The New American Standard Bible and the Kids Application Bible tells the story in a language also easy to understand and enjoy (I Samuel 16:20; 17:32) such events as when David killed Goliath, the giant, with a sling and one stone (ibid.41-45).

“The battle is the Lord’s” is one of my favorite songs by Yolanda Adams as well as the words in her other song, “I need a Word from You”.

David, a courageous person since a young boy, was used by God.  His life story has been perplexed since his adult life, however.  In Psalm 55:17 it states that he prayed three times a day reflecting on his life.  I can not imagine anyone else besides Jesus and my deceased grandfather demonstrating prayer so reverently.  

“Christ sets some people apart as pastors and teachers to devote their full-time labor to the ministry of the Word and prayer, in order to equip saints.”
  You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you. (John 15: 1-6) God chose me to write.  It took a long time for me to obey when He appointed me.
The last seven years I acting on impulses doing what I felt compelled to do.  I believe my first seven years is when God sent an angel to rescue me from death to live to do His Will.   Apparently, knocked unconscious at the age of seven years old, my mind was well enough to remember what provoked my mother to do this to me.  I admired my school teachers that I missed them during the summer when I learned to be creative.  This particular school teacher probably never received her gift because I just put it in the mailbox without an address.  But God delivers!  I had a praying grandmother and believe, teacher, too.  It was my grandfather, though, who trusted me at nine years old to learn how to use a needle to inject insulin in his arm.

The Vine and the Branches (John 15) 



HE cuts off every branch in me that bears not fruit.  He prunes that which does so it will be even more fruitful.  You are already clean because of the Word.  “Remain in me and I will remain in you.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.”  Abide is interpreted to mean remain.  This was explained earlier in reference to the article, Life is all about Bearing Fruit…”not results, activity, accomplishments or numbers!”
“If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.” (John 15:6)


Since we were created in God’s image, He became responsible for us and used Jesus to glorify Him.  He promised us blessings through bearing fruit.
Pastor Creflo Dollar - Supernatural Blessings

The below numbered and shaded text was summarized from his message on TBN February 12, 2008. He states this is how not to block the flow of supernatural blessings

1) Stay in the circle of love ( Corinthians)

2) Announce relief of captivity of debt (Luke 4:18)

3) Bide the strong man who has those subtle suggestions Matthew 29:12 pray.  Paralyze the enemy

4) Vibrant faith - Intense exertion of declaring my deliverance and freeing self from gambling. “Not doing enough of the right thing. (This is practical for me. I need to refrain from spending time in the wrong places.  I have diminished my time and the frequency from going to the Game Rooms).  Call the things to be as they may.  Walk in faith.  Say verses in public and not feel ashamed.

5) Learn how to forget the past faults and mistakes (Isaiah 43:18) Remember not the former thing.  God will be doing a new thing.

6) Press in on the promise of debt cancellation with the practical.  (Not using money to gamble with and spending money I borrowed).  This requires discipline, forcing self to repent.  Meditate and pray.

7) Stay focus.  The enemy will distract and temp me with other problems.   Proverbs 4:20-23 “Pay attention, my child. Don’t lose sight of my words. Guard your heart because your thoughts direct your emotions, and your emotions which direct your heart.”
I do examine where I am in my character, love-life, and relationships as God helps me (Isaiah 50:7).  Judging self reveals the character I must examine.  Just as others have judged television ministers, I must be consistent in lining up their message with the Word of the Scripture.  God’s intercedes with what He wants me to hear and witness.  He helps me confess my sins and repent.  Only then can transformation begin to take effect.

I didn’t work diligently during the times I should have; I gave up and quit out of season.  By Winter, I was like a miserable farmer with no bread.  Harvest time had not come for me because I did not prepare for it.  A song from Psalm 127 gives me hope that the father of my child will be held accountable for not working to prevent providing child support.  When I planted in tears, I was able to harvest with shouts of joy (Psalm 126) amazed at what things God has done.  I learned not to depend on neither man and trust in God to provide for me and my child.  Being rooted and grounded in the Word advises Ephesians 3, required me to stay on the path of commitment.  

“To the cardinal mind, this is foolishness and doesn’t make sense, logically.  Literally, great men use this principle and some saw others and followed them”, said Pastor Kenneth Copeland (TBN February 8, 2008).  As he referred to the stories of the farmer in the Book of Matthew, Mark, and Luke he illustrates the good and bad soil.  “Depression and disease is bad soil because of putting in wrong thoughts.”  Pastor Kenneth Copeland also said, “Worry is caused by the cares and pleasures of the worlds such as cars and materialistic things.”  (TBN February 8, 2008) As the good soil I, too, want to be in that “hundred fold” like Isaac (Mark 4:20; Genesis 26:12). He will provide for me over arguments and oppositions, with room enough to bless others.  I will worship the Lord all the days of my life and not allow the enemy to block my blessings.

Jacob named the trickster because he stole Esau’s blessing, later was used by God.  In Genesis 32:11, 25-29 Jacob earnestly prayed to God to rescue him from his brother, Esau.  During the wrestle, Jacob’s hip was struck; he was given the name, “Israel and was blessed. People of Israel today don’t eat meat from near the hip in memory of what happened that night.”(Genesis 33:32).  Through forgiveness, Esau and Jacob made peace the next morning as they embraced each other.  Jacob limped along as Esau invited him to his place, explaining that he and his family would join him later. (ibid. 33:4-14)
“The Harvest is so great, but the workers are so few.  Pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest, and ask him to send out more workers for his fields. Go now, and remember that I am sending you out as lambs among wolves.” (Luke 10:3-4)
We can learn to be open-minded and spiritually connected from Mary’s experience. Nothing is impossible for God when you believe is and responds to God’s plan by being available.  He has messengers, such as the angel, but can communicate with us through his Word, the seed.  Being grateful for an opportunity and expressing thanks, as Mary did with a song (Luke 2:46-48, shows our appreciation.  He did not recognize God’s activity.

God’s mercy goes on from generation to generation.  My daughter was able to bear a healthier pregnancy with twins than she did with my other grandchildren.  She gave birth to a boy and a girl during some disappointing circumstances in her household with her in-laws and her step-brother. God allowed this joyful announcement about her pregnancy to sustain her and us to support her through the birth and few months of these twins.  They bring me joy!  I thank God for healing the baby girl after she was hospitalized at five weeks old for five days.  Jesus is still healing the sick!  We can’t restrict God the creator from creating time in spite of age or other conditions.  The source of our greatest gift is “God’s merciful compassion” as stated in Luke 1:76-79.  Every birth is miraculous; but that of John was the need for the solution filled by Jesus Christ, our Savior.  We can only go to God through Jesus Christ. 
The devil, however, is still alive, trying to keep us from the plan God has for us.  Satan wants to kill, steal, and destroy as the Scriptures states that he comes like a thief (              
The armor of God is The Invisible War
 that is expressed so that children and grandchildren can understand it.  The webpage summarizes Ephesians 6: 10-16, John 15:5, and Romans 8:37-39 and 13:12-14 as I have stated in previous pages on Spiritual warfare and bearing fruit.
A seed shall serve him and …. Generations Psalm 22:30
Social Gospel and Spiritual Gospel


Daystar and TBN Ministers such as Joel Olstein and John Hagee, also, are bearing fruit for God, I believe.  They remind us that we are to seek The Kingdom of God which is so near to the coming of Christ (I Peter 3:8 John Hagee reminds on TBN February 9, 2008).  Doing for others is most important of the Ten Commandments; but the greatest is love because if we love our enemies, we are doing this out of obedience and faith.  “To repent is to come to our senses…and to enter our future…that God offers us…”
  Abiding in Jesus, who is love, means we are united to the vine.


The end of this chapter is a poem is written about a self-serving person who can not serve God.  This young culture who engaged in pornography, violence, and adultery are beholding what they become.  Instead of learning the principles of Mary and Joseph, as well as Zachariah and Elizabeth in living a godly life, they are self absorbed with immediate gratification and lustful acts.  It may have been a generational curse because of their ancestors or close relative who took advantage of the situation and trust.  This is why I feel my purpose is to teach and write because my mess has become my message.

Ezekiel 16:49 explains the sins of Sodom that I was inspired to understand as something not limited to homosexuality.  “It is because Sodom and Gomorrah were full of pride and refused to help somebody in need, says Rod Parsley, that God destroyed the cities”.  Mercy is the seed we sow to help somebody else, not destroy them.  The seed comes into contact with the soil and then produces fruit.  
Proverbs 2:6-9


For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.


He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.


He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints.


Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path."








Vengeance is mine, says the Lord.                                                                                                                                        


   � SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT �In Alignment with the Assignment� from God to do HIS will and not my will. 

















Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God.  (Psalm 50:23 KJV)  





A man’s belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with increase of his lips shall he be filled.  Death and life are in the power of the tongue:  and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof” (Proverbs 18:20-21 KJV).





As coals are to the burning coals, and wood to a fire; so is a contentious man to kindle strife.  The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down in inner most parts of the belly. 


 (Proverbs 26:20-22 AMP).
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