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Tara’s Trial of Isolation
      In Tracy Whitaker’s first book, “The Truth Behind the Walls, we are taken early one into the difficult and sometimes heartwarming story of young Tara Jones as she tells the poignant story of her mother’s, Rosa Dill’s, childhood on the farm through her own eyes.  Rosa, known affectionately by her family as “Tip” was a special child who was always a little different and who would one day have her own special daughter, Tara who brings you this family’s tragic story.  However, for Tara as she tells this story, hidden in these fond memories are also clouded, murky clips of emotional and physical abuse meted out by the family’s patriarch, Henry Dill.  Henry was a well-known sharecropper who ran a tight business on the farm for the financial benefit of its white owner’s younger grandson.

      On the farm we followed Tara’s story of her mother’s very naïve worship of a father whose miserly and selfish possession of the family purse strings deprive his own family of the bare necessities of food, clothing, and warmth. Simply put, his family was dispossessed of the simplest basic necessities so Henry Dill could promote his conceited, over inflated ego among the community’s elite, more pretentious Negroes. He ingratiated himself into these families by fulfilling a need of those who struggled to maintain a social status about the likes of Henry Dill and his peers by becoming a peddler of money.
      In essence, he became a lender of secret loans to various families, which were really not so secret at all except to his own family and the mistress he shared his time and affection with in an adulterous relationship. It was the latter which was later his undoing and the quick demise of his own hero image in the eyes of his younger daughter, Tip.   Our hearts ached and worried over Tip as Tara told the story of Henry Dill’s strict rules and discipline and the unwavering loyalty he demanded from his family, especially his wife. Tara guides us through her mother’s eyes as we felt young Tip’s pain, frustration and resentment towards a father’s sting neglect of their most simple, basic needs and the endless nights sitting before an empty dinner plate while he forbid them to touch the abundance of vegetable harvest and meat stored on the farm which could have fed his family during the lean, mean seasons.

      After her father’s fall from grace when she discovered his infidelity to her mother and his money loaning business which only further perpetrated his cold callus attitude towards his own wife and children’s plight at the dinner table. It was their lack of warm clothing and meager creature comforts that made Tip realize the real Henry Dill was not a nice person. By the time Tip was in the ninth grade, she gathered up her few belongings and aided by a cousin, she ran away from the farm.

      From the saga of “The Truth Behind the Walls”, young Tara’s story continues in “Tara’s Trial of Isolation” in this tense sequel as a series of circumstances and events lead Tip to the small, sleepy town of Bradenton. Before Bradenton, Tip finds trust and respect during her brief employment with a Jewish family and later finds wonderful new friends in Orlando, Florida where she becomes financially independent with a job that affords her the opportunity to be a stylish dresser and roommate to a girl who later becomes a great friend.  Tip’s success and new life unfolds so well in Orlando, she is even able begin a savings account in her new life, something her father back on the farm denied her when he stole her hard earned money.

      When Tip’s new life is suddenly interrupted by an urgent plea from her sister to move to Bradenton, Florida to help her and her husband as they struggled in new jobs and because they lack childcare.  Had Tip known the sleeping monster lying in wait for her in Bradenton, she would have fled in terror from the love offered by Bradenton’s most handsome prize catch and son of a very prominent and wealthy Negro family.  The light skinned, brooding Willis Jones, was determined to have Tip at any cost from the moment he first saw young Tip in his parents’ drug store. His smooth, silky way with words soon won over young Tip’s heart, the innocent girl from the farm who would learn the painful truth-that there are actually real monsters in the closet. 
      Willis’s father was the first President of Bradenton’s NAACP, however, his greatest prize and possession was his much younger and beautiful, multiracial wife.  Her stunning beauty was only surpassed by the frosty, iceberg heart she possessed.  She was a woman who never knew a mother or father’s nurturing love and therefore, was unable to give any to her children or husband.  From the moment his mother realized that her son was not only involved with a sharecropper’s daughter but a dark-skinned one, their relationship and marriage was doomed.
      Mrs. Jones obsession to remove Rosa from her son’s life, even years later into their long marriage, always provoked her to be Rosa’s nemesis that passively encouraged her son’s violent and abusive behavior.  Her lack of love and own abusive behavior turned toward her children turned Willis’ uncontrollable rage at his mother against the only woman whose sole desire was to please and support him.  Willis blatant infidelities with other women in the community were flaunted in Rosa’s face while at home, she was forced to endure his beatings, emotional and financial neglect toward her and the children in shame and humiliation.

      Many of young Tara’s adolescent years were spent in the center of her parents’ violent and explosive marriage. It is in Bradenton, Florida where her mother and father’s turbulent relationship will culminate into one final act of violence, which will turn a small community into a shark infested media frenzy.  Tara’s mother soon finds herself at the mercy of the justice system, speculation, gossip and lies, which threaten to destroy their family in a nightmare of lies, violence and deceit.

      In this sequel, join “Tara’s Trial of Isolation”, as the reader is taken deep into the depths of her despair. 
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