Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos
Revelation 1:9-11
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Around AD 96 the Roman government arrested this elderly apostle and banished him to the Isle of Patmos off the coast of Asia Minor. Patmos was a place where political prisoners were exiled. To someone of John’s advanced age, exile to a prison island must have seemed like a sentence of certain death. God used John, almost thirty years after the deaths of the other original leaders of the church, to complete the final book in the New Testament. As an elderly man in exile on Patmos, John had the most remarkable experience of his long life. In a vision he saw himself transported into the future, to the time of God’s impending intervention and judgment, which the Old Testament calls the Day of the Lord.

God the Father has reserved authority over the times and seasons of human history (Acts 1:7). The ebb and flow of the tide of world events is not simply a matter of chance. The rise and fall of great powers is not just determined by human decisions. Rather, God established limits for the roles of various nations. These limits include both length of time on the world stage and the extent of their geographic dominance.  Though God the Father has determined the nations’ roles in advance, how can we possibly understand unless he chooses to reveal them? It was precisely at the end of the first century that the Father did just that. 

He gave Jesus Christ an unveiling of what had previously been hidden, which Christ in turn would reveal to the church. Christ did this by sending an angel to the aged Apostle John on Patmos (Revelation 1:1). Through a series of visions at the end of an era, John was allowed to see the future—and to record it in advance. Revelation contains a number of unique features. Numbers, such as three and seven, appear with regularity. In fact, there are twenty-one sevens in Revelation. The word and (Greek: kai) is used twelve hundred times—more than in any other book in the New Testament. It implies a continual sense of action and movement. 

Testimony: All That He Saw 
John reveals to us all that he saw. But it is readily apparent that he had difficulty putting into words the realities of some of his visions. Many of them are most likely primitive descriptions of futuristic weapons systems.

John also conveys symbolism by using Old Testament terms such as Sodom or Jezebel—terms that Jewish Christians of his era could understand.

Finally, John frequently describes things in the present tense that were not to happen until the distant future. This places more emphasis on the imminent return of Christ.
 Theme: He Is Coming
The point in Revelation is futuristic. It takes us on a journey through time and shows us what will happen in the future. The early church fathers approached Revelation from this viewpoint rather than linking its prophecies with the destruction of Jerusalem, which occurred earlier. (See Ezekiel 4:1-2.)
The Lord promises a blessing upon all who read, hear, and keep the prophecy of Revelation (Revelation 1:3).
Triumph: I Am Alive
John may have felt abandoned on Patmos. But he was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day (Sunday) when God the father and the glorified Lord appeared to him in vision. John’s encounter with Jesus Christ, as described in Revelation 1:12-16, caused him to fall at his feet as if he were dead (Revelation 1:17). The awesome description appearing therein is understandably frightening. For instance, a sword was in Jesus’s mouth, symbolizing the word of Christ.

Jesus touches John tenderly, however, and assures him that he is not alone and that he is there with him.

Have there been times in your life when you felt severe loneliness? 

Have you remembered that Jesus is there with you even at those times?

