LOVE PERSONIFIED

[…….A Lesson in Living and Loving…….]
He is a jolly good fellow……That’s what Ram Karandikar is, and is still going strong crossing the 75th annual mile-stone; ambling with ease, optimism and ecstasy….oblivious to the mundane and material matters….

He is constantly daydreaming – but in a very human way – His favorite quote is “Cherish, relish the early mornings dream and go back to sleep or get and gear up to realise the dream”.
Really speaking, what role can an old man have in today’s competitive life? Most of his life is made by the days bygone. He may have memories of the past, but how can he dream of future? What’s there to look forward to?

Retired from active life, passive in personal life – such persons are really useless – but also priceless.
My nearest and dearest friend Ram Karandikar has proved by his example, that neither age nor agony can wither him, for his evergreen – though with scant grey hair but with a strong green thumb - and throttling heart!

No wonder, his world wide friend circle considers him as a kind hearted soul and says that he is….

· A friend with whom lonely and dark hours cease to exist.

· Full of love, Joy and Peace.
· A man inspires me to be more than I am…

· Truly a breath of fresh air ….he radiates the energy of Love.

· A man with a golden heart….sunny soul!

· These are some of the countless emails received by him on DailyOm site from U.S.

· We may ignore the adjectives, but all this boils down to one truth – 
Ram is Love Personified. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Ram has many colourful feathers in his jaunty cap.
· Passed out as Best Cadet in the Indian Air Force in the year 1950.

· Served in the Air Force Reserved Service during emergency in the year 1962 due to Chinese aggression on India.
· Award for excellence in performance for the best contribution [achievements] for the year 1988-89 by Glaxo.

· Qualified as a First Aider by the St. John Ambulance Asso., India.

· Passed in the examination certificate in store keeping by Institute of Purchasing and Supply, London.

· Completed workshops on Voluntary Services arranged by SOSVA (Society for Service to Voluntary Agencies) Pune, India.
· Editor for 11 years of a Marathi magazine Dnyanraj, publishing the Life and Teachings of Indian Saints.

· Completed Yoga Instructor’s Course, conducted by Vivekananda Kendra Yoga Research Foundation, Bangalore, India.
· After retirement worked as Administrative Officer at Kabir Baug Yoga Institute, Pune

· Active worker of a well known NGO – Hariyali at Thane involved in environmental activities.
* * * * * * *

His family life is happy .He owes everything to his wife. This couple together feels extremely grateful and gratified and their only concern is to make their small world a slightly better place for the next generation …. To Live and Love.

     Dear Ram, many many Happy Returns of the Day.        

                                                                                   Prof. Ramesh Kotasthane        
                                                                                   Head of Dept, Commerce
                            R. A. Podar College of Commerce & Economics.







Matunga, Mumbai
