-INTRODUCTION-

My heart continually breaks as I look at the marriages around me that are in turmoil.  As I grew up, and even after I was married, I had few examples of marriages that seemed desirable.  I did not know women who were happy or even content with their marriages and the examples from television and movies certainly were not appealing either.  Because of this, I had little desire to be married at all.  It was not until I did get married that God began to give me a heart for marriage. I was blessed to be able to marry my high school sweetheart, Chris, after years of being away from him.  During this time he had been married and divorced and I had a string of quite unhealthy relationships.  Together, we began our walk with the Lord after we had been married about a year.  Our relationship was quite good and we got along splendidly.  As our love and affection grew for one another we began to look around and wonder why others were not as happy as we were.  It was not boastful thinking, but heartbreaking as we looked at each marriage we saw. It did not take long for us to realize that our marriage thrived because of the Lord working mightily in our lives.  He had given us a desire to love and honor one another that most people do not have.  As we began to study God’s word we purposed more and more in our hearts to have a marriage that would honor God.  Our prayer was, and still is, that He would keep us in unity with one another so that our marriage would thrive and stir up hope in others. 

In the ten years we have been married my desire to see other Godly marriages has grown at an exponential rate.  It is with this heart that I write this book.  Some of the principles you will find here will seem like common sense.  Others you may wrestle with because they seem contrary to what we, as women, have been taught all our lives.  Even though I was happy to put these principles to work in my life, the wording alone stirred up feelings of anger and resentment in my soul.  As I continued in them, though, my heart softened to even the wording because I saw the amazing fruit of peace, joy and fulfillment and began to understand God’s heart for marriage.  It is my prayer that you also will begin to see God’s heart for your marriage and that you will have a marriage that can stir hope in others as well.   

   
Let me be clear.  This is not a book on how to change your husband.  That is only a work that the Holy Spirit can do.  This is so we, as women, can focus on our part as Godly wives to change only the thing we can truly change; ourselves.  This also is a work of the Holy Spirit but it can only be done in a woman who is TEACHABLE! 

 If you are not willing to truly and seriously look at yourself and see how you can do things better then you might as well throw this book away.  Even if some of these concepts offend you or anger you please try them and give God the opportunity to prove Himself faithful in your situation.  This can only be accomplished if you are willing to do things God’s way.  I invite you to allow God to work in you so that you can have an amazing marriage that honors God.

