Introduction
This essay is about our subject-object worldview from the perspective of Jungian psychology and the Singularity. It is an essay that I hope will result in reflection on the part of the reader.

An historical approach towards the relationship between subject and object is adopted in this paper. I argue that in pre modern times there was an artificial synthesis between subject and object. Then Descartes and the scientific revolution presented us with our worldview of subject-object split. Accelerating rates of technological growth that will usher in the Singularity will however bring about a return to greater subject-object unity in our worldview. But rather than it being unconscious projection onto the external world it will be based on reality. The outer world will not be littered with fictional gods but rather with technology and that same sort of technology will be literally inside the human subject as well. As Ray Kurzweil puts it… “most computing will not be organized in such rectangular devices but will be highly distributed throughout the environment. Computing will be everywhere: in the walls, in our furniture, in our clothing, and in our bodies and brains”.1 In this paper I argue that a link with the Jungian ‘Self’ can be made here. Albeit, the Jungian aspect is admittedly radically ‘Post’ Jungian.

As well as linking the Singularity and Jungian view on the ‘Self’ I also argue that the Singularity will vanquish much (albeit not all) psychological suffering. The vanquishing of much neurosis will be due to technological advances eliminating disease and death. A mere partially conscious/largely unconscious fear of death can cause neurosis. Obviously the closer to death or the more that one is actually suffering physically, the more conscious it is and the more natural psychological harm this causes.

Already religion (in terms of belief in gods and heaven) has less of a role now than it did in the past… but it has more of a role now than it will in the future. In other words the more that we vanquish physical suffering the less compensation we need. Remember that much religion was/is to do with saying that paradise awaits you and therefore suffering will be no more. I say to this that therefore if we (on earth) vanquish suffering such religion will decline. There will be no need for it. Jungianism occupies a place whereby it says “But hang-on. Science hasn’t been at human service enough and hence we still need something.” Jungianism is clearly related to the decline in traditional religion. And whilst it compensates for decline in faith and compensates for human sufferings itself… it will be less needed in the future concerning existential psychological problems.

Of course Jungian psychology will continue to reflect reality in colorful ways. (myth) But as far as its therapy side is concerned – we can safely say that with risks to the physical body largely eliminated the therapeutic aspect of psychology will become more and more about psychology itself (faulty thinking) and less about natural responses to physical suffering.
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This essay brings together a post-Jungian perspective synthesized with thoughts on the 

Singularity. It is argued that the latter impacts on all of society and therefore impacts on psychology including Jungian psychology. Moreover, in doing this I accept a largely Jungian perspective on the role of subject and object in collective human development. Albeit this is complicated by the fact that I substitute the Jungian Self for the Singularitarian Self. And I leave it up to the reader to determine whether that takes me completely out of the Jungian-fold or not. 

In order to enjoy this essay some familiarity with the basic thought of Jungian psychology and the basic predictions of the Singularity are necessary.

Cultural Development
In Critical Jungian Studies I wrote that on the one hand Jung declared his work to be scientific whilst “on the other hand, [he] declared his work as cultural.”2 I then quoted Jung: “whatever happens in a given moment has inevitably the quality peculiar to that moment.”3 I continued “This apparent contradiction is explained as Jung viewing his work as an evolving science. Even in physics the discipline doesn’t stand still. And in psychology Jung often said that ideas require updating in order to express and be conducive with the specific time and place.”4 Then in the footnote to this I wrote that “Jung said this about all ideas, fearing that otherwise they would become dogmatic. For example he said it about Christianity. See Jung, C, 1977, p736, par.1655 & 1666.”5 I refer to all of this here in order to make the point that Christianity and Pure or Classical Jungian Psychology were conducive to a stage of human development. If Jungian psychology evolves to be conducive to new times and places then it needs to start to talk less and less about the needs of myth to compensate for human suffering… and more and more about science fiction becoming science fact. (And how this can benefit us psychologically. I give an example of this approach, see pages 13-15: Psychological Meaning concerning the full subject merger with objects). 

We can now evolve out of needing fictions as containers for the psyche, as the human psyche (at least in the westernized world) becomes more and more comfortable with reality. With science evolving into being more and more at the service of humans, reality becomes less hard and cold and more soft and warm. With the Singularity there becomes less need for compensation. With the advent of the Singularity many psychological problems will simply vanish due to the vanquishing of physical disease, physical pain and literal death.

Jungian Psychology and the Singularity
Carl Jung always accepted that for millennia there was a lack of individual differentiated ego consciousness and therefore no real scientific thinking enabling the establishment and advancement of science. He writes:
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If you would like to continue reading…

The whole paper can be read (FOR FREE) at my docstoc page. Go to http://www.docstoc.com/docs/12269977/The-Singularitarian-Self
