Chapter 1 The Kingdom (Kindle Edition) – Bill Bremer

Today, I was walking our Bassett Hound, Dash, around Quail Lake in Colorado Springs. As we went, we came upon a mother and her three-year-old daughter. The daughter was fishing the mother was watching. Dash had to go see them. I walked up to them, smiled and said, “Hello, Dash wants to say Hello.” The little girl grinned and went over to Dash, petting him as the mother looked on.

      Then I saw a mother duck and 7 ducklings coming toward shore. I pointed them out to the little girl and she went over where they were coming and went into the water until it was 2 inches up on her cowboy boots. Mother duck and her ducklings came right up to her and she was thrilled. It was a picture of innocence and peace. That’s how it will be with God and us and His creation on the new earth.

      Many, who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior, don’t know this. We have two very different pictures of where and how we will live in eternity. 

 The first picture is: When we die we go to heaven and heaven is our eternal home. 

The second: When we die, our spirit goes to heaven. When King Jesus returns, He will resurrect us and give us a glorified body like His. God our Father will give us the kingdom to come and with His Son will live with us on the renewed earth. This is the historic Church view and the kingdom worldview. May all Christians get this second picture.  

      Believers who opt for the first choice generally view salvation in individual terms like, “I’m saved.” Billy Graham was very good at making it that simple and leaving it there. This is the fire insurance, not going to hell, version of salvation. True; when we die, we go to heaven, but incomplete. Since believers have only been taught a small part of the gospel of the kingdom, many get saved and just hang on until they die and go to heaven.

      With only a partial picture of eternal life, many envision themselves, after death, as a wispy spirit seated on the edge of a cloud, playing a harp for eternity. Some see Saint Peter as the pearly gate keeper, allowing them to enter heaven on streets of gold. Others humbly imagine they will live in a little log cabin in the backside of heaven. Many see heaven as a kind of floating church service, where they are situated in rows before God on the throne to worship Him forever and ever and ever.

      The Bible does tell us: “He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.” But it does not stop with the four spiritual laws. God’s Word presents a much bigger picture—the kingdom worldview.

      The kingdom worldview dawns on us as God our Father enlightens the eyes of our hearts to His love. When God rescued us, He seated us in Christ in heaven and established us as working parts of the body of Christ on earth. We serve Christ Jesus as our king by working as priests in the kingdom of God in our day-to-day lives. We come to God’s throne of grace to get mercy and find love to help us. 

Now that we have a great High Priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus, God’s Son, let us cling to what we confess. We have a High Priest who can sympathize with our weaknesses. He was tempted in every way just as we are, only without sin. So let us come boldly to God’s throne of grace to get mercy and find love to help us when we need it. Hebrews 4:14-16
       It takes boldness to approach the throne. Our High Priest gives us the boldness. Christ’s blood makes us right with God and cleanses our conscience so we come near.

      Drawing near to God scares people because they still feel guilty. Ever since Adam and Eve sinned, natural man has had a guilty conscience. Just as guilt haunted Adam and Eve, it drives mankind to hide from God, or try to get right with Him by rationalizations and religious works.   

      God gave His First Covenant to hold His people Israel together and to help them come near.  Priests offered blood sacrifices and other offerings to atone for sins. These pointed to the New Covenant sacrifice Jesus would make, but religious rituals didn’t cure the guilt. They made the outside clean and left the inside afraid.

      People still think up many rules and do many religious works to try to get right with God. The inspired writer of Hebrews presents liberation. The blood of the Messiah brought full deliverance. His perfect sacrifice purged our sin and cleanses our conscience so we can serve God.    

But now Christ has made his appearance, a high priest concerned with blessings already won. The tabernacle of which he made use was the greater and more perfect one, the tabernacle not fashioned by any human hand, that is to say, the one which does not belong to this order of creation at all. Moreover, if he has entered the sanctuary once and for all, securing a deliverance which lasts forever, it was his own blood, not that of goats and calves, which was his means of accomplishing this. And indeed, if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled upon those who have suffered defilement hallows them, so as to restore their outward purity, how much more effective will be the blood of Christ, who, by virtue of the eternal spirit which was his, offered himself up to God, as a sacrifice free from all blemish; how much more effective, I say, will be Christ’s blood in cleansing our conscience, so that we turn our backs on actions without any life in them and instead give ourselves up to the service of the living God. Hebrews 9:11-14 Cassirer 
      As this great revelation sinks into our hearts, we no longer feel the urge to run and hide, or try to get right with God through our own futile rationalizations and religious works. We come to God’s throne of grace to get mercy and find love so we can serve God in spirit and truth.

          In this regard, Paul tells us we are free. “The Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother” (Galatians 4:26). This Jerusalem above is in heaven. Heaven is located in the realm of the Spirit, not up in the sky out past the moon, the sun, or the planets. The author of Hebrews presents us with this awe inspiring picture of heaven. 

The heavenly Jerusalem  

You have come to Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. Here are tens of thousands of angels, the whole festival gathering and church of God’s firstborn people with their names written in heaven. Here is the Judge and God of all. Here are the spirits of the righteous who have been perfected. And here is Jesus, who gave us a new covenant with God, and sprinkled blood that has better things to tell than Abel.
    See that you don’t refuse to listen to Him who is speaking. If the others didn’t escape when they refused to listen to Him warning them on earth, much less will we if we turn away from Him who warns us from heaven. Then His voice shook the earth. But now He has promised: Once more I will shake not only the earth but also heaven. The words once more show clearly He will take away what is shaken, seeing He made it, leaving what isn’t shaken as permanent. Since we have received a kingdom that can’t be shaken, let us thank God and so worship in a way that pleases Him, with fear and awe, because our God is a consuming fire. Hebrews 12:22-29  

      This is where we are seated in Christ Jesus. Spiritually, we see ourselves as part of the general assembly and Church of the firstborn. We also see the spirits of believers who have died—the spirits of the righteous who have been perfected. This heavenly environment is the kingdom of God that is and we are seated in it in Christ Jesus.

      In context, the awesome presence of God at Mount Sinai is contrasted with the even more glorious presence of God at Mount Zion. When God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, Mount Sinai shook with God’s presence. Now He is warning us from Mount Zion in heaven. He will shake everything that can be shaken. We should keep that in mind and listen to God. We have received this kingdom that can’t be shaken. What can be seen will be shaken. The Spirit realm of God cannot be shaken.

      This brief overview of heaven points us to the future. The eternal dwelling place God is preparing for us is even more glorious than heaven. At the culmination of God’s plan, He will make a new sky and a new earth filled with His creation. God and the Lamb upon the Throne will dwell with us on His renewed earth in the world to come.

      The world to come is not a new concept. It is affirmed in the Gloria Patri doxology many churches utilize. “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.” Yes, millions of Christians sing or chant this praise, including “world without end.”

      At the conclusion of the Nicene Creed, we say, “and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.”

      We pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” His kingdom is and is to come. His will is partially being done and will completely be done on earth as it is in heaven.

      Jesus comforted and encouraged His disciples with this Word. “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Matthew 19:28b).
      The word “regeneration” comes from Greek root words translated “again” and “birth /genesis.” We look forward to the regeneration—the again genesis.

      This was revealed to John the Seer. In the book of Revelation he tells us what he sees; the new sky and new earth with new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven, made ready as a bride. As you read this revelation God gave him, see yourself as part of the new Jerusalem. With his eyes on this glorious scene, John hears a voice announcing the tabernacle of God among men. Next, he hears Jesus, the Alpha and Omega, speak to him.

The new Jerusalem – God with us on the new earth  

      This is the kingdom of God that is to come. It is where we will live for eternity. 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, because the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. And there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down from God in heaven, dressed as a bride, ready to meet her husband. 
    And I heard a loud voice from the throne, say: “Look! God’s home is among the people, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death, and there will be no more grief or crying or pain, because the first things have passed away.”     
    “Look! I am making everything new,” said He who sat on the throne. And He added: “Write this because these words are true and you can trust them.” Then He said to me: “It is done! I am A and Z, the Beginning and the End. To anyone who is thirsty I will give water, that costs nothing, from the spring of the water of life. Be victorious, and you will have these things, and I will be your God and you will be My son.” 
    “But cowardly, untrustworthy, and abominable people, and those who murder, sin sexually, practice witchcraft, and worship idols, and all liars will find themselves in the lake burning with fire and sulfur: this is the second death.” Revelation 21:1-8 

      The glory of God coming to earth and dwelling with us is beyond our natural reasoning power and comprehension. What John saw and heard boggles the mind. Reading the Bible from Genesis, when God created the world, through Revelation when God renews the world of His creation and dwells with us, will help it sink in to our hearts and minds.

      God opens the vistas of eternal life in His kingdom to us by His Word and His Spirit. Thus we look forward to when King Jesus returns. He will resurrect us and give us a glorified body like His. God our Father will give us the kingdom and with His Son will live with us on the renewed earth. Love will flood our hearts when we see God face to face.

      The New Jerusalem will have twelve gates named after the twelve tribes of Israel. God’s people of Israel have been, still are, and will be special to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The wall of the city will have twelve foundation stones named after the twelve apostles of the Lamb (Revelation 21:10-14).

      The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city. Their glory will shine on us.  

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city. His servants will worship Him and see Him, and His name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night, and they will not need any light of a lamp or of the sun, because the Lord God will shine on them, and they will be kings forever. Revelation 22:3b-7 

      The kingdom to come will be on tangible earth. “The creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God” (Romans 8:21 NIV). Creation includes the sky, the earth, plants, animals, and invertebrates. God’s regeneration touches creation along with His people. The Bible is filled with descriptions of what is to come on the new earth. The prophets saw ahead to this kind of peace with creation. 

A wolf will live with a lamb, a leopard will lie down with a goat, a calf, a young lion, and a fattened animal will be together and a little boy will lead them. 
    A cow will feed with a bear; their young ones will lie down together; a lion will eat straw like a cow. 
    A nursing child will play over the hole of a cobra; a weaned child put his hand over the opening of a viper. 
    They will not hurt or destroy anyone on all My holy mountain, for the world will be full of the knowledge of the LORD like the waters covering the sea. Isaiah 11:6-9      

      God calls you and me into this kingdom and glory. He plants His call deep down in our hearts and it motivates us to walk worthy of Him. 

We were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children, so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12   

      The hope of God with us is heart warming. We, in our resurrected and glorified bodies, will see Him face to face. The hope of inheriting eternal life in this kingdom to come environment and culture motivates me a lot more than the thought of sitting on a cloud with a harp for eternity.  God loves us so much, has given us so much, and will give us this inheritance. Paul encourages this hope. The inheritance is laid up for us in heaven to come to earth. 

We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints; because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel. … the hope of the Gospel. … Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:3-5; 23; 27 

      Hope for eternal life in the world to come is instilled in us as we receive the gospel of the kingdom. It is “the hope of righteousness; the hope of the glory of God.” The gospel of the kingdom encourages believers to sell out for the Lord, even unto death. Just the small portion we have considered should encourage us to: “Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called” (1Timothy 6:12a).  

God has shown His grace. It brings salvation to all people and trains us to say no to ungodliness and worldly lusts, to use good judgment, and to live right and godly in this world as we look for the blessed One who is our hope, for our great God and Savior Christ Jesus to show Himself in glory. He gave Himself as a payment for us to free us from all wickedness and cleanse us to be His own people, eager to do good works. Titus 2:11-14    

      A remarkable number of contemporary church leaders are coming forward with the same scriptural view as those of our fathers in the faith. J. Richard Middleton put it this way. “Over the past quarter of a century various evangelical Christian voices have articulated the bold, even startling, theological claim that the eternal destiny of the redeemed consists in the renewal of earthly life, to the exclusion of a disembodied heaven hereafter.”

      In his newest book, Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church, N. T. Wright graciously explains the quandaries of modern Christianity. He believes Christians are not against the hope of eternal life on the new earth, they just haven’t been taught about it. Wright is an Anglican leader and a popular author. In February 2008, Time Magazine published a one-page interview promoting the book.

      Going back 30 years, Howard Snyder wrote about the same subject. In The Community of the King, first published in 1977, Howard shows how the Church is part of God’s plan to reconcile all things to himself, “things in heaven and things on earth.” “God has a plan and we, the church, are part of it.” His writing is highly valued and quoted because of his balanced kingdom perspective.

      Jesus inaugurated the kingdom on earth by being born of a woman as Emanuel–God with us. Messiah Jesus began His public ministry preaching the kingdom with signs following. After His death and resurrection He continued to preach the kingdom until He ascended into heaven.

      Up until that time, Jesus was the only one on earth in the kingdom. Then the Father poured out the Holy Spirit on all flesh and brought the kingdom to us in the Spirit.  By the Holy Spirit, we are blessed with Christ in us, the hope of glory. Each of us became a temple of the Holy Spirit and together we are the community of the King. Christ Jesus rules as King by His Word and by His Spirit in us. He must rule as King until the last enemy, death, is conquered at the resurrection of the dead.

      I look forward to the day Jesus will say to billions of believers including you and me,    

Come, you whom My Father blessed, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the time the world was made.  Matthew 25:34   

