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African American Pre-Law School Advice Guide: Things You Really Need to Know Before Applying to Law School

Preface

To the Readers
Because you picked up this book, it is safe to assume that you are or you know someone who is interested in applying to law school.  Taking a look at and carefully reading this book is a very smart and critically important first step to getting into law school.  There are so many things you need to consider before you actually apply.  This book gives points of information, advice, motivational antidotes, anecdotes and observations that address many of the things you really need to know while you are thinking about applying to law school, especially with regard to making yourself an attractive and competitive candidate in the eyes of the admissions committee.  The many things included on the pages of this book are based on information that I was told and learned while in law school and came to realize gradually after graduating from law school, unfortunately too late - after the application process.  I really wish I would have known all (but I would have settled for even some) of these things prior to applying to law school, but nobody shared this knowledge with me.   That is why I am so excited about having the opportunity to share this knowledge with you!  

Before applying, there was so much information I wanted and needed to know.  I attended law forums and talked to admissions representatives.    I also talked to my university’s “pre-law advisor.”  But I would later realize that I did not have any real guidance.  I was given very basic information and just did not know enough about what questions to ask.  Because of a lack of resources, my university did not actually have an official position of “pre-law advisor” whose primary job and responsibility was to really take a vested interest in, assist and advise on an individualized basis those students interested in pursuing professional legal studies.  My own pre-law advisement did not go beyond a free bus trip to a law fair held at a richer, predominantly White university one year, a bus trip to a Houston Law Forum another year and a copy of the U.S. News and World Report law school rankings.  I would only realize later that this equated to very little pre-law advisement.  Well, from these sources, I felt that all I was given was very generic information.  Nevertheless, based on the general information I gleaned from these sources about the application process and admissions standards, I thought I was on the right track toward getting into law school, and perhaps, even the school of my choice.  
But I still wanted more insight and advice.  Although I did not have any lawyers in my family or personally know any lawyers, I asked a few lawyers that I happened to meet for advice about law school admissions.  To my dismay, I got only small tidbits like “if you have a good LSAT [Law School Admission Test] score and GPA [grade point average] you will have no problems getting in” or “if your LSAT and GPA are high you might get in.”   I strongly sensed a great feeling of negativity when I mentioned the undergraduate institution that I attended, a small historically and predominantly Black university located in a rural town less than one hour outside of Houston.  However, no one was straightforward enough to come out and state his or her concerns about the academic reputation of my university directly.  Had I been told this key piece of information, I would have tried even harder to do even more to prove that I deserved to be given a spot in the law school classes.  Moreover, it would have made me consider how to address possible concerns and show how I had gone out of my way to challenge myself and make the most of the opportunities available at the school that I did attend in my application package.  Still desiring more insight into the law school application process, I also approached some of my professors and told them about my desire to apply to law school.   They asked me about my grade point average.  When I communicated to them that I earned a perfect 4.0 in my major and minor, with 4.0 being the highest possible grade point average, I was not told that it was great that I had such high grades, but “so do lots of other people.”  I was not given suggestions for things I could present other than grades to make my application stand out.  I was not told that I needed to make sure that I presented an application in which I really distinguished myself in a number of impressive ways.   I was not told that since I had managed to make good grades, my main focus should now have been to attain the highest LSAT score possible.  I was basically told that with my high GPA there would be no problems.  I was told that I should apply to Harvard and Yale and all of the very best law schools.  I am happy that they encouraged me to aim high.  However, I was not told anything about the kind of competition I would be up against.  The one greatest piece of advice that I could have been given is this: “Strive as if you were trying to get into schools like Harvard, Yale and Stanford, regardless of whether you intend to or not.  Understand that law school admissions is competitive to fiercely competitive no matter what law school you are interested in attending.  Even the very best applicants with the strongest credentials can be rejected.  You should strive for both the 4.0 GPA and the 170 LSAT score.  You must make sure that every single component of your application is as competitive as possible.  Remember that it is a comparative process and you are being compared with lots of others who are outstanding.  Consider how you can make yourself different, better and stronger than the typical above average applicant.  Keep your options and outlook high and realize that there are no guarantees.”

In college, I primarily concentrated on making the best grades that I could.  I knew that the institution I chose to attend was not among the “top” institutions, but my “choice” was based almost entirely on economic factors more than anything else.  Although I had gone to a competitive high school (a predominantly Black math/science/health professions “magnet” school), and had done well, I was also coming from a single parent household, had no financial help and was not knowledgeable about the financial aid process.  My mother and I felt comfortable with the decision to attend the school that I did since I was offered a Presidential Scholarship, or in other words, a full ride, and because I was given assurances that I would have a good chance of going to medical school because this school was successful in getting more Blacks into medical school than any other institution in the state of Texas (at that time I was torn between going to either law school or medical school).  Only later did I learn that the institution I attended really did matter – not just in terms of name recognition, but also in terms of resources.  By the time I was ready to apply to law schools, I did not fully consider this.  (Ironically, my alma mater, Prairie View A&M University, is significant in the history of law school admissions in the state of Texas in that it was one of the original sites considered for a “separate” and unequal all-Black law school when Hemann Sweatt was denied admission to the all-White University of Texas Law School because he was Black and at that time it was a segregated institution that only admitted Whites.)   During the application process, no one ever explained that a high GPA at a school that is not among the top or is not highly respected is not worth as much as a high GPA at a high ranking and more reputable institution.  No one explained that almost everyone with high GPAs, high LSAT scores and much more would be applying to these top schools as well, so I should apply to more schools beyond the first tier (out of the ten applications I submitted, I only applied to about two schools that were not in the first tier, all others were among the very top of the first tier schools).  Never was I told that the Law School Admission Test was perhaps the single most important factor in determining my chances for law school admission.  I cannot blame those persons who I reached out to for advice because they probably knew as much about the admissions process as I did – very little.  

I felt that my personal accomplishments and extracurricular activities were enough to show that I had a life and interests outside of my books.  But were these things really “dynamic” or “outstanding” in comparison to those other law school applicants with high GPAs, LSAT scores and resumes filled with honors, awards, organizational involvement and work experience?  Now, I realize that some things I did were worth a second look, such as the fact that I had written a play dealing with highly controversial subject matter that was chosen to be produced and performed by the drama department at my university.  I had also done a lot of dramatic writing during my spare time.  (Again, resources come into play because if I had known about or had access to information about other types of things I could get into I would have likely pursued them.)  On the other hand, I realize how there were others that were simply not outstanding when compared to the typical pool of extraordinarily well-qualified applicants vying for seats at top-rated legal institutions.  

Yes, I did have a resume and profile filled with honors and awards, organizational involvement and work experience.  However, there were several vital questions that I needed to be asked.  Were the honors and awards that I had earned considered highly prestigious?  Did my organizational involvement consist of responsible leadership positions and contribute to a theme consistent with my goals and interests?  Were my work experiences unique and interesting?  Did it consist of work where I could utilize and strengthen my creative and intellectual abilities, communication and interpersonal skills, or were they jobs that a local high school student could apply for and get hired?  Were the work experiences impressive, uncommon and meaningful?  What skills did I gain and what abilities did I strengthen and hone?  Did all of the things outside of my GPA and LSAT score all come together to make me stand apart from the numerous other highly qualified and talented people applying to law school?  Was my law school application “package” that I was presenting a particularly unusual or truly outstanding one?  Were there things about me that were novel, unprecedented, inspiring, distinguished, captivating?  Had I done things to illustrate that I had a love for the law and a true understanding of what legal studies would entail and what I would be in for?  Did I display a realistic sense of how I could utilize my legal training?  Not one single person asked these questions of me.  I did not know enough to ask these questions of myself. Because of the lack of resources and information, the opportunities that I could take advantage of were extremely limited.   In all honesty, what I really needed was encouragement to aim high, if in fact those institutions were right for me, along with a well-meaning “reality check” and a little guidance on things I should do to get where I wanted to be.  I should not have been in a position where I was trying to navigate the competitive law school admissions maze without any help.  Neither should you.

Moreover, all I knew about the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) was that I would have to take it and make a certain score to get into certain schools.  Again, there was no one at my university, or anyone who I knew to explain what it took to achieve a certain score.  My university did not have resources such as practice exams and testing centers.  If such resources did exist, myself and many others were not made aware of this fact.  This is incredible considering the fact that the LSAT is so important.  I should not have been told by only a handful of people along the way that the score mattered in a nonchalant way.  It should have been explained to me that, in many cases, the LSAT is equally, if not more important than the GPA.  Had I known this, I would have worked just as hard on familiarizing myself with and preparing for this exam well in advance as I had in trying to earn a high GPA.  This is information that I strongly feel that I should have been advised about.  

While preparing for law school, I was extremely afraid of the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) because of constantly hearing about how poorly Blacks performed on standardized tests.   We have been told this time and time again.  Like many other Black students, I can recall incidents in which poor test performance was expected of me.  In a predominantly White elementary school that I attended in an upper-class neighborhood where I was “bused” to school every day, I remember my White fifth-grade teacher stopping me and outright discouraging me from taking an exam for entrance into a Pre-International Baccalaureate/Vanguard, or high-level academic, junior high school because “Blacks don’t do well on those tests.”  Wouldn’t have “good luck” been more appropriate?   Just the thing to tell a child to build up their self-esteem and racial pride, huh?  Looking back, I don’t know for certain how I would have done on the exam (that was 18 years ago) but the fact that I was on my way to the testing room, pencil in hand and stopped and turned back because of my race now infuriates me.  She didn’t say that Evangeline would probably not do well on the test, but that Blacks don’t do well, and because I was Black it was suggested that I would not do well.  I think that was the first time, at 10 years old, that I realized the impact of my Blackness and people’s low expectations of me.  Strangely enough, this “Black” managed to win that school’s spelling bee to the surprise of many, including the White parent who argued with this very same teacher, who had been in charge of asking the participants to spell certain words, after I had been proclaimed the winner.

In any event, I think many Black people have a fear of such exams.  This could be partly due to never having been “taught” how to take these tests, or because of a real fear of what’s at stake or the racial implications of poor performance that hinders us from thinking clearly under the enormous time pressures.  I will honestly, truthfully and publicly state that I personally did not put my “all” into preparing for the LSAT.  I did some practice problems and took some practice tests.  When I had trouble in working with the logic games, I began to feel frustrated and gave up.   I felt that it was something of a mysterious  “intelligence” test filled with tricks, traps and puzzles that I could not unravel.   I wish I would have known that this test was a challenge for everyone simply because it was supposed to be.  I thought that there was really nothing I could do to improve my score.  The books that I had from a popular commercial test preparation company did not seem very useful to me at that time.  On the few practice tests that I took my score seemed to remain the same moving up only one point or two.  I knew of a few other students applying to law school, but we did not discuss the importance of the test or the best preparation for the LSAT, only when and where we were going to take it.   I went in thinking that the exam was too difficult and way above my head.  I essentially went in cold, held my breath, took it and hoped for the best until I received my scores back.  I did not believe that I could have any real control over the outcome of the test, but that maybe I would get “lucky” and score well.  I’m ashamed to say it, but it’s the truth.  I don’t fault myself entirely because I simply did not know any better.  Don’t do this!!!  
I wish I would have had someone who had also gone through this same process to take the time to encourage me, tell me about the exam and the fact that it was very doable.  I wish I knew someone who would have told me that I would probably need to put in a great deal of time and energy in utilizing the strategies and, most importantly, focused practice.  I wish I would have known that it was not a good idea to try to study for the exam during a hectic school semester and that it was best to prepare well in advance.  I wish I would have understood that if I did not feel confident that I would perform well enough, I could have feasibly taken a year or two off and work and spend my spare time working through the practice problems and positioning myself to do my personal best.  If I would have had someone to tell me any of these things, then I would not have felt like it was me against the test and that the test had the power to win, but instead that I was taking a test that I could beat.  Having known this, I am certain that my attitude and my score would have been much better.

Unfortunately, instead of encouragement and being told that I could do very well, I was told that it was okay to settle with a less than stellar score.  Some fellow Black college students who were also in the process of applying to law school told me not to worry about the score that I received.  They said that as long as my LSAT score was higher than the national average for Blacks and the average score for LSAT test takers at my university, both in the 140 range, with 180 being the highest score and 160 and above being considered a very competitive score at that time, I would be fine.   Truth be told, this was not altogether bad information.  With a high GPA and an LSAT score within the mid to high 140 range, as an African American, you will certainly get into a law school somewhere.  Some schools will consider the range of LSAT scores within the Black population in making their assessment of your score.  Note, this is some, not all.  My chances of getting into the local or regional law schools were fairly good.  My chances of being admitted to the highly competitive and “top” law schools were uncertain.  I had some, even many options, but did not place myself in the very best position for the widest possible options in regards to law school choices.  This is because of a lack of good, credible information and guidance.  I did not know how to be considered a very attractive and competitive candidate.  I did not know about the kinds of things that I needed to do to get prepared for this.  Don’t get me wrong.  I did try to submit the best package that I could, but I did so on my own, without any guidance or good information.  I had no idea about the types of things that my competitors attending better schools with greater resources presented in their application packages.

When the people that I sought out for answers came up short, and were of little
help, I did not know where to turn.   I read the information that I had, figured it was all straightforward enough and navigated the admissions process on my own.  All I knew was that I would need a good GPA, a below average to average LSAT score and other activities.  With all of these bases covered, I was confident that I would be able to completely fill in all the spaces on the application and I was on my way.  Wrong!  However, this was literally all I had to go on before proceeding with the application process for law school.  I didn’t think that was enough information then, and in hindsight, I know for a fact that this type of information is definitely not enough for those seriously thinking about applying to law school and hoping to get into the best law school possible.  I also realized that the advice that I was given was not necessarily the best.  I think many of the other students at the historically and predominantly Black university that I attended (and numerous other schools around the country) knew about the same as I did about the realities of the competitive law school admissions process and being an attractive candidate – not much –maybe a little more, maybe less.  

When admissions decision time came around, I found myself shocked and bewildered after receiving rejection after rejection after rejection from top tier law schools as well as being placed on a few waiting lists and in the hold categories.  I can remember the relief and joy of finally receiving acceptances.   (I sincerely believe that a lot of the rejection trauma could have been avoided with solid advisement.  I could have certainly gained more acceptances if I had come up with a better list of law schools to apply to, but I applied to primarily top 25 schools and did not widen my net.  I was not told to consider a variety of factors in making my determination of which law schools I would apply to.  The U.S. News & World Report ranking list was my only guidepost.)  I would later learn that some of my fellow college classmates who applied to law school would not receive an acceptance to any law school they applied to and would, at least at that time, give up or postpone their dreams of earning their law degrees and becoming lawyers.   Why?  Because they, as I did, took the admissions process at face value without any real guidance, solid information or a good understanding of the nature of competition especially at the professional school level.  Attendance at an institution with an abundance of resources can also make the difference in terms of opportunities to participate in worthwhile programs, extracurricular activities and access to exciting summer job internship possibilities.  Quite frankly, people who do not have the same access to guidance, information, and test preparation assistance do not have an equal chance of success – period.  It was also important for me to understand that even the best applicants get rejected.  It’s simply the nature of competition.  Even good and great people get turned away.  However, I could have still presented a stronger, more compelling, engaging and competitive overall application package if I had known then what I now know and understand.

You do not have to go into the admissions process with blinders on and completely clueless like I and so many other Black students have done, especially those of us who are the “firsts” in our families and are from economically and educationally disadvantaged backgrounds.  Many of us take the admissions steps and guidelines completely at face value without realizing those qualifications are met and exceeded by just about everyone that applies and that meeting them is not enough if you want to attend a good law school.   You cannot submit a completed application packet and think that you did your part.  You can’t just meet the requirements.  You must exceed and go well over and above them!  This book is filled with information that I know without any doubt in my mind would have definitely made a huge difference for me!  I could have made myself a much more attractive and competitive candidate if I only knew then what I have had to learn the hard way.
Readers, please understand my stance.  I personally don’t think that the problem for a lot of people, especially those from educationally and economically disadvantaged backgrounds, is that they can’t compete.  Some people can and some people can’t.  This depends on a whole host of factors that I am not prepared or qualified to address and go into at any detail at this time.  In fact, it is my belief that many people can.   The tragedy is that there are lots of very capable African Americans who could get into law school and succeed if they had someone to provide them with solid guidance early on.  Many people with amazing and limitless potential and promise simply aren’t given access to the necessary information, resources and tools to be competitive or to be as competitive as they could be.  In this world, resources are everything!  If you don’t have access to the best and widest choices of resources and information available, then your chances of success are greatly lessened, despite your potential.  

One major societal issue that African Americans with high aspirations must contend with is that people around us don’t expect us to compete or succeed.  The amount of negativity that I have had to deal with from both Blacks and Whites has been beyond belief, but I have gotten past that.  There were people every step of the way who were waiting for me to slip up and fail.  Despite this, I made a personal decision at a young age to beat the odds and succeed.  However, based on my personal experiences, I think many people who have the potential to succeed in law school and at good law schools aren’t told, don’t know or don’t fully understand how fiercely competitive it is out there.  They are unaware of what it takes to be competitive in playing the admissions game.  I think this is especially true for those who have not been in highly competitive environments, who have attended schools where they have been shortchanged, who are not from backgrounds where they are able to take advantage of institutions with the resources to help them succeed, or who are not from backgrounds where people are able to give them sound academic and career advice and mentorship.  Why should they suffer when these are obstacles they have no control over?  People can’t choose their parents, their parents’ educational status, background or socioeconomic condition, the neighborhood they grow up in, or even in many cases the primary and secondary schools they attend.

From my own negative life experiences, I believe there are a lot of obstacles to Black achievement and success.  My entire life I have had people expect for me to fail.  I don’t remember very many instances of being encouraged and told that I could do anything I wanted to do.  Whenever I achieved in the face of the low expectations, people were shocked.  When I told people I wanted to be a doctor or a lawyer, instead of encouragement, I just received blank expressions.  It is sad to say, but these low expectations were just as prevalent within the Black community as they were in integrated White institutions.  Why should Black children go through life shocking people when they achieve?  We have the same ability as anyone else.   I was blessed to have intrinsic motivation and to not have to depend on other people to tell me that I could do the things I wanted.  Many young people don’t have that and depend on external motivation.  Looking back, it makes no sense that I was always surprising people because they did not think I could do anything.  I’m just glad that I knew.  I suspect many other Blacks have had to endure similar experiences of holding onto faith while everyone expects for you to do everything but succeed.  My expectations for you are different.  I expect for you to be competitive and I have set out to give you some advice on how you can go about doing just that.  Now, it is up to you to read this book and go out and make it happen.

For me, I realize just how capable I was of being really competitive.  I did not know how to be really competitive.  There were not people in my life during my college years who took the time to explain to me how to be.  For young college students, this is very important.  So, I just took the applications at face value, tried to figure out what I needed to do completely on my own and went from there.  More than ever, I now understand the importance of someone taking the time to explain these things.   For example, a few years ago, a college friend of mine called me and told me about how he landed a good job with a major corporation.  He said that he felt he owed it to me because I taught him how to study.  Up until our study meetings during our freshman year, he had never been taught how to study.  He went on and did very well in college.  This is telling.  Apparently, the secondary school he attended did not prepare him to be on course for college attendance.   Looking back, I recall my attendance at a predominantly White junior high school.  I wanted to make straight As, but they seemed to elude me.  In seventh grade, I became friends with a girl who consistently made straight As every single semester.  I asked her how she did it.  Once she explained to me how, I put her advice to practice.  During my eighth grade year, I made straight As in all of my classes every semester for the entire school year.  During our school award ceremony, I won several academic awards - probably more academic awards than any other student in the entire school did.  I had the potential to do it all along, but it was only when someone explained to me what I needed to do and how that I was able to do it.  Thank you to Hang Nguyen – my friend from Sharpstown Middle School (Houston, Texas)!

Back to law school admissions – I know that if someone, anyone, would have taken me aside and explained these things to me – that is, all of the things I have included in the pages of this book, I would have been so much better for it.  However, although I learned these things the hard way, I am glad that my experiences have inspired me to share this knowledge.  There is absolutely no reason whatsoever for people to have to continue to reinvent the wheel.  This information needs to get out there!  Unfortunately, those people who don’t have family or friends who are well-educated, who have penetrated higher educational institutions, graduate and professional schools, and are included in the professional ranks, do not benefit from the privileges that others who have access to this first-hand, insider knowledge do.  If they don’t know people who are willing to share this information, they remain in the dark.  Not knowing how to compete for admission to professional school programs does not speak negatively to anyone’s abilities or potential.  However, some people just don’t know certain information that can help them make it up to that next level.  This can be true despite their desire and ambition.  I stand firm on my belief that simply not knowing has nothing to do with one’s ability, capability or potential.

My suggestion to you is that you keep this book while contemplating law school, as well as before, and throughout the admissions process.  Recommend it to friends or associates who are thinking about applying to law school as early in the process as possible.  It is definitely not a good idea to wait until your junior or senior year of college to start thinking about applying to law school if you could have started out with a strategic plan early on.  If you have the goal in your head to make yourself as competitive as possible, you will have choices and it will not matter if you decide to go to law school or pursue something entirely different.  To begin thinking about these things in high school is not too soon.  I made the decision to attend either medical school or law school while still a high school student.  That is an excellent time to get yourself motivated to get into the mindset that in college you must try to achieve the most in terms of grades and seek out and take advantage of the many opportunities available to you.  If you do not find any available opportunities, you should motivate yourself to go out and create your own.  I personally had no idea that I could start making plans so early and that I should have been investigating what candidates at top schools were doing in order to place themselves in the very best position to gain admission into “top” professional schools.  Please understand that it is never too early to have a plan!  Having a plan is not an option.  It is an absolute necessity.  

Here, in this book, I have pointed out all of the things I learned after the fact.  I stand telling you that I was not the perfect admissions candidate.  I did not attend the best schools.  I did not have parents who were college graduates or professionals.   I was not a superior standardized test taker.  I did not have the very best personal statements or recommendations possible.  I did not read a book on how to prepare for law school or how to write an effective personal statement.  I did not know about, utilize, and could not afford professional consulting services.  However, I was blessed and fortunate enough to get into a good law school that looked at the whole person, the total package and considered my high academic achievement in light of my past educational and economic disadvantage and did not rely merely or strictly on the numbers, or at how “impressive” my job titles or experiences were.  Despite this, I believe that there was so much I did not know and so many mistakes that I made.  I would like for you to learn from my mistakes and not make the same ones that I did. The information included in this book will help you put together a workable and winning plan for admissions success.

Read, think about, and ponder each point carefully.  Listen and try to understand.  Heed the advice you agree with, inquire further about those things you don’t, and when and if you decide to apply, take action immediately.  Please note that this book is by no means exhaustive, nor is it all-inclusive.  You should also read other sources about law school, the law school admissions process, the legal profession and the many options out there for persons holding a law degree.  During your free time, go to your local university or city library and read as many books as you can get your hands on.  Try to go to neighborhood libraries in more affluent areas or at major universities.  The resources they have will likely astound you.  Also, spend several afternoons at one of the major bookstore chains where you can either purchase or simply read and re-shelve books that may be helpful to you.  Make certain that you utilize the Internet.  There is a lot of good information out there.  You just need to get out there and seek it out.  It’s not going to come to you and you can’t depend on other people to give it to you. Additionally, try to talk to as many people as you can through the many communication sources available - letters, phone calls, faxes and e-mail.  When you speak with law students, lawyers, admissions representatives, pre-law advisors or admissions counselors, or participate in Internet discussion lists or chat rooms, you can use this book to find out what kinds of questions to ask and utilize it as a guide for receiving more information about points made.  Use information in this book to form questions, such as “Is it true that . . .?”  or “Could you tell me more about . . .?”  Try to validate and question things you are uncertain of, with whatever advice you are given, here or from other sources.  There will be some things that you will take quite seriously and deeply to heart, while you may choose to take others with a grain of salt.  In the end, it is completely up to you.  You are intelligent enough to take the advice that seems right for you and to take the course of action that is best based on that information.

Understand that running in the race for getting into law school is neither fair nor equal.  Many would even consider it a rigged race not in favor of African Americans or others from educationally and economically disadvantaged backgrounds.  Your goal here is to not only enter this race, but to be competitive, so much so that you not only finish this race but you finish on top.  Remember this as you lace up your running shoes, warm up and prepare to go through your training.  I wish you nothing but the very best of luck in the law school admissions process!   It is my hope that this book will serve to encourage you to aim as high as your abilities and ambition will take you and to serve as that well-meaning “reality check” that I wish I would have received.   I am confident that if you do indeed decide to apply, if you take what is stated in this book seriously and take the initiative and action to make yourself an attractive and competitive candidate, you can and will get into law school and certainly one of the law schools of your choice.    Remember that awareness of “the game,” a willingness to plan, a desire to win, the confidence to make things happen and the ability to act on goals are your most important assets.   With these qualities, you will not only succeed in the law school admissions game but you will also be able to achieve just about anything!  

I think it is also important to address the fact that this book is not a “quick fix” which guarantees that if you do A, B and C, you will certainly get into law school.  I sincerely believe that the road to law school acceptance does not begin in college, high school, junior high school, or even elementary school – and it certainly does not begin with this book.  I believe it starts in the womb.  The best way to prepare students for achievement begins early on in the home by parents, siblings, relatives, friends, and also by their peers and people in the community having high and positive expectations for our young people.  Parents should be advocates for their children’s educational journey, extremely supportive and highly involved in their children’s education.  They should hold accountable their children’s teachers, guidance counselors, and those others in leadership roles in their educations.   Children need role models, guidance, encouragement and mentoring every step of the way.  They should be taught that education is extremely important, is a way to a better life and is something that no one can ever take away from them.  They should be encouraged to aim high and not just settle for second best.  They should be enrolled in schools with caring teachers and administrators that provide them with challenging coursework and standardized test preparation.  They should have access to academic support and tutoring when they need it.  They should participate in enrichment workshops and summer programs and anything else that is available that will enable them to reach their full academic potential and achieve to their highest ability level.  Children should be instilled with positive self-esteem and encouraged to expect the best from themselves and have goals.  Their educations should be supplemented with the knowledge of their history and cultural heritage, which will give them a healthy dose of self-pride and self-esteem in who they are in a society that lets us know daily that being Black is a liability.  They should be motivated to stay engaged in their academic pursuits and should be exposed to what they need to know so that they can have greater choices in life.  The values of hard work, persistent effort, and perseverance should be stressed.  They should be provided with external motivation from others and given the tools to build the internal motivation they will need to ensure that they succeed.  They should have access to a high quality and demanding education regardless of the color of their skin, the educational background of their parents, who their parents know or do not know, the neighborhood they live in, or the economic situation that they are born into.  These are the things that will ultimately ensure that more African Americans can compete academically against their more privileged peers and earn seats in our nation’s law schools.  

Before I end this preface and you begin reading the actual book, I also want to mention that I have provided information on Special Admissions Programs and Alternative Legal Education Options.  A colleague of mine pointed out that some people reading the book are simply not in a position to be able to create a strategic plan for their college years or change what they did in their undergraduate years.  They can possibly do well in graduate school but can’t go back and change a not-so-great undergraduate GPA.  There are people who will put in an enormous amount of time and energy into studying for the LSAT but are unable to achieve a competitive score no matter how hard they try.  Scores on standardized tests cannot predict with complete accuracy whether or not a person will be successful in law school or in life.  Despite this, these people are very capable of doing the work to succeed in law school.   I do not want to neglect these people.  Therefore, these special sections are designed to take into serious account the fact that some people from educationally and economically disadvantaged backgrounds may not be as academically competitive in terms of numbers.  Yet, such people who have had to overcome tremendous and unusual obstacles to get to their present educational level and have other strong indicators that show great promise may be given the chance to prove their ability to make it in the competitive law school environment.  
Special admissions programs are still competitive, but know that you can use this information to compete for a place in such programs and that you still have a chance of getting into law school somewhere.  Even these types of programs will not accept people who are not “qualified” in one way or another, or who the admissions committees believe will not succeed.  No, it may not be your top choice school, but there are schools that are willing to provide you with the opportunity, if you can prove that you can handle the work and that you deserve it.  
There are also schools that have not yet received approval from the American Bar Association (ABA) or that may have provisional approval.  Such schools will have lower admissions standards in regards to numbers and you should have a good chance of being admitted if you do not have the best admissions credentials.  You will want to consider this as a last resort if all else fails.  Discuss your options with several knowledgeable people before making this choice.  Remember that going to and getting through law school, any law school anywhere, is an accomplishment within itself.  Regardless of where you go or what admissions policies the schools use to admit their classes, you must work extremely hard and you will earn your law degree – believe me.

All that being said, now it’s time to start the book!  Please feel free to contact me via e-mail at info@hopespromisepublishing.com if you have any comments, concerns or suggestions for the next edition.  I am striving to make it better and better as the years go by.  This book continues to be a work in progress and one that I hope will help many people!  I am looking forward to hearing from you!  Happy reading!
Evangeline M. Mitchell
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Admissions Application - take the application process very seriously; the presentation of all the application materials, as well as the substance of their contents are extremely important.

Best - be the very best you can be; that is all anyone can ask of you and all you can ask of yourself; if you do your best, your chances of getting into law school are increased and you will not have many regrets about your undergraduate years.

Challenges - constantly seek out courses and activities that will challenge you; through facing challenges you grow tremendously.

Discipline - discipline is an absolute necessity that you must have, acquire, further develop and maintain to succeed during your undergraduate years, and even more so in order to make it into and through law school. You must have a strong work ethic to succeed in law school and it should become an innate part of you well before you seek to apply! This is an all-important attribute!

Early - turn in all of your admissions materials early, well in advance of the deadlines that the schools have set. Deadlines are not due dates. They are not things you simply meet, but things you beat!

Face value - do not take the admissions process at face value! You must do more than turn in all of the materials and meet the set requirements. You must go out of your way to exceed them!

Grade point average - you need to earn the highest grades possible! There is no way around this. It is essential.

Help - when you need it, seek it out. Getting over is simply not good enough. Do not settle for mediocre performance. Do not be afraid to ask for help and be willing to do what is necessary to improve.

Involvement - get actively involved in meaningful endeavors, such as community service activities and worthwhile organizations that have a real impact on your campus and larger communities.

Juggle - learn how to juggle many tasks efficiently at one time without allowing other things to suffer.

Knowledge - make it a point to become as knowledgeable as possible about the law school admissions process and law school; acquire a good understanding of how to play the admissions game and what you can do to make yourself attractive and to give yourself a competitive edge.

LSAT - you must take the Law School Admission Test. It is an important exam for law school entrance! Start familiarizing yourself with this test as far in advance as possible. Plan to invest the time, effort and money to prepare hard, carefully and seriously. Ignore negative information and expect to do very well!

Motivation - you must have an enormous supply of that inner-fire called self-motivation within you to provide you with the necessary drive to do a variety of things, so that when you are ready to apply to law school, your accomplishments really stand out.

Negativity - avoid all the negativity - that includes people and things and even your own negative attitude! Refuse to give into negative thoughts or allow negative experiences and circumstances to discourage you from your goals. You are an achiever, an overcomer! Do not allow life's certain setbacks, obstacles and pitfalls take you off track and deter you! 

Opportunities - seek them out and take complete and full advantage of them when they present themselves. Opportunities represent success just waiting to happen! You must seize them! If not, all that is left are could haves, would haves, and should haves. If a door is opened, walk through it. 

Pro-activity - you must take a pro-active approach and take full responsibility for your life and actions. A pro-active person does not wait for things to happen, he or she makes them happen! As a pro-active person, you will constantly think about what things you can do to make sure you receive the acceptance letters you desire after submitting your application materials.

Question - talk to as many people as you can, make contacts and ask plenty of questions. That is an excellent way to find the information you need. It even presents the chance to establish relationships with people who may act as role models, mentors and can assist you along the way and lay the foundation for exceptional recommendation letters.

Research - take as much time as you can to research law school admissions, the law school experience, the different law schools, programs and offerings, and the legal profession and the myriad of things you can possibly do with a law degree. Make use of all of the many resources available to you.

Strategize - as soon as you realize you may want to apply to law school is the right time to begin putting together a strategy for successful applications. Every aspect of what you want included within your application package should be a forethought and never an afterthought.

Total package - to make yourself among the group of most highly qualified people, seek to show your strengths in every possible area. Show the admissions committees that your very presence at that school represents the absolute total package.

Utilize - fully utilize your own capacity to make a difference and be a positive contributor. If opportunities do not present themselves to you, you should take the initiative to create them yourself; be industrious and constantly on the look out for new possibilities and ways you can make an impact.

Valuable - courses that strengthen your writing abilities, logical and analytical abilities and critical thinking skills are considered to be highly valuable for law school success. Take courses that will be valuable to you by providing you with helpful practice in these areas.

Well-rounded - although grades and LSAT scores are the most important thing, still try to expose yourself to and get involved in a wide range of things. Well-rounded individuals are more interesting to the admissions committees and can be viewed as adding diversity to the incoming law class.

Xcellence - strive for excellence in all that you do. Accept only good things from yourself. Do not settle for anything second rate. Keep trying, striving and working harder. It will not only place you on a higher standard and get you to that next level, but others will notice, including the law school admissions committees, the people you are trying to convince.

You - You are the person who will decide whether or not you get into law school, and whether the law schools you are accepted into are the ones of your choice. You must have faith in and believe in yourself. You need to depend on yourself at all times. Do not worry about what other people say or what they are doing. It is all about you.

Zealous - go after your dream of gaining acceptance into law school and pursuing a legal education zealously! 

