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…Hearts pounded as the Lander entered Mars’ gravitational pull.  The ship flew into a drifting, bluish-white cloudbank in the upper atmosphere and then, after emerging from the clouds, the planet’s vista presented itself on the colour monitor screen.  Here were the deserts of Mars observed closely for the first time by human eyes (that is, as far as anyone in the 21st century was concerned).  Brightly-coloured, orange-red dust was everywhere to be seen.  It covered the whole of the planet in various shades of reddish hues apart from the areas at the north and south poles, which were white with ice.  To the left, Axis caught sight of the unmistakable volcano, the giant Olympus Mons.  At over 16 miles high, it was the highest known volcano in the Solar System.  The Martian sky 
was pink-coloured with a red tinge in places, particularly on the band of the horizon.  Axis aerobraked the spacecraft and guided it down to about 100 feet above the planet’s surface.  They were now very close to the scheduled landing.  He turned around for a few seconds to see what his crewmembers thought of the Martian landscape.  They were all sitting goggle-eyed, with their mouths open and staring out of the observation windows, looking like children, who had just been given an expensive new toy.  Axis then saw the level area on the vast Martian plain directly ahead.  The radar indicated no large obstacles in the immediate vicinity and so he lowered the Lander’s landing gear with its three large, double wheels and its outsize tyres.  Then he fired the lower retro-rockets that provided thrust against the planet’s gravity and allowed the craft to slowly and safely land on the planet’s surface.  The Lander began to touch down on Martian soil with several gentle bumps.  Axis switched off the retro-rockets, which stopped the vehicle’s mechanical motion.  The Lander finally came to a halt and settled itself, after whipping up a cloud of red dust of about 12 feet in height.  Theseus 1 had landed safely! 

Axis quickly looked at the readings on the radar scanner and checked the locator on the digital map of the Martian surface.  He decided to explain where they now were to those crewmembers, who were unacquainted with the finer details of the landing schedule.  “We’ve landed near the centre of the Noachis Terra as planned.  We are therefore on target within a quarter of a mile and we are in the Southern Hemisphere of Planet Mars!  All crewmembers put on your exterior spacesuits now!  We’re going outside!  The exploration is to start immediately!  The Noachis Terra is reputed to contain water and there are plenty of objects to study.  We may be out there for some time!” shouted Axis.  His words startled them into action.  They each unbuckled their 
seatbelts, raised their harnesses and stood up with a wobble.  They were unused to the planet’s gravity as yet.  The two women were trembling with excitement.  They all grabbed their shiny spacesuits that were attached with Velcro to the wall and proceeded to step into the boots that were connected to the suit.  Then they zipped up the entire length of their suits to the neck.  The spacesuits were specially designed for use on the Martian surface.  Meanwhile, Axis radioed a message first to Bob and Kevin on Theseus II and then to Earth via the long- range radio on Theseus I, confirming the success of the manned landing on Mars.  The historical event had been recorded by a digital television camera mounted on the hull of Theseus 1 and the colour TV pictures had already begun to be transmitted to an international television network on Earth.  In about 10 minutes the digital images of the Mars landing would reach hundreds of millions of television sets around the world together with various commentaries in different languages.  

When everyone was ready, Axis gave the order to switch on his or her individual oxygen supply.  Each astronaut duly obeyed the order.  In the event that their oxygen supply failed or ran out, each astronaut could switch on the new innovation that they carried.  This was the “Extractor”, a device attached to their backpacks that could extract the sparse oxygen molecules at high speed from the Martian atmosphere and store it in their tanks for breathing.  This extraction process was continuous and could supply oxygen to the astronaut indefinitely until the device was switched off.  Their survival on this planet also depended upon the intense training they had undergone and upon their trust in Axis Wade, who was the Mission Leader and the Captain of both Lander Spaceships.  Axis knew his responsibilities well.  He stepped towards the main hatch door and pulled the lever that opened the first door to the air decompression 
chamber…  
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