                             SYNOPSIS OF A DRUMBEAT TOO NEAR

                                                             By

                                                      Bill Flynn

Junie, Allie and Iggy are three teenagers living on Cape Cod in East Bay Massachusetts.  in 1942. The seaside town’s change is fast from a peacetime routine to a time of war. The boy’s older brothers go off to the fight and anxiety builds when the town’s casualties mount. Romance comes to East Bay in that atmosphere of war when love is a hurried venture before a quick departure to duty and its dangers. For lack of beach patrol manpower Junie, Allie and Iggy are recruited by the Coast Guard as auxiliary to patrol a section of the Cape Cod shoreline….here they are not far from the German U-boats that lurk off shore out in the Atlantic. U-432 is one of them.

In command of U-432 is Kapitanleutenant Karl Heineke who is not a dedicated Nazi, but is loyal to his leader, Admiral Dönitz. He is determined to get his crew through the perils of the war unscathed. Heineke attempts to keep crew morale high while Allied bombs rain down on their German cities. He performs well carrying out the admiral’s Operation Drumbeat. Karl Heineke is then rewarded with an Iron Cross and leave time in occupied Paris where he’s reunited with his first love, Marie Paul. The reunion goes well until Heineke has a run-in with the Gestapo. 

A mission of U-432 is to launch two saboteurs ashore near East Bay, Cape Cod. Iggy while on beach patrol stumbles in on this covert mission and is threatened with death with a Ruger pistol against his temple.
