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Don’t let the title scare you.  It’s [a] marvelous, worthwhile read.  The premise is basic: With Germany on the brink of its demise, Adolf Hitler fakes his own death and find[s] himself -- without fanfare -- in the metropolis of Oogaboo on the outskirts of Oz.

In [a] juxtaposition reminiscent of an off-kilter dream, Laurel and Hardy are the first to greet him.  Struck by the innocence of the Ozians, and true to his nature, Hitler sets about to convince the “meat people” that they have long been oppressed by a conspiracy of “non-meat people” (including the Scarecrow).  But coping with talking animals, raising an army of pacifists[,] and conquering a utopian kingdom that fares well without money is a path fraught with obstacles every step of the way. The unpredictable twists make this story hard to put down.

Though the morality in this tale is painted in simple black and white, Hitler’s encounters [with] otherworldly landscapes, fanciful creatures[,] and lily-hearted eccentrics are rich, nuanced, and witty.  The vibe of the book is hard to describe.  Think “Dr. Strangelove” meets a secular C.S. Lewis meets Animal Farm, chockablock with Abbott and Costello style interchanges and alive with the imagination and whimsy of an original Oz book.  This uncanny exploration of ideologies and human nature makes many interesting points but never gets preachy or mired.  Coming in at just under 300 lively pages, it’s a fun, accessible read unlike any other.

Reissued by New York-based Royal Publisher of Oz[,] this children’s story for adults was first released in 2011.  The new edition, available in paperback, has been edited to correct minor discrepancies pointed out by L. Frank Baum devotees who know Oz from O-Z.  Its layout and illustrations by Patricio Carbajal are reminiscent of the books in Baum’s complete Oz series . . . .  This edition also contains a bonus author’s essay entitled “The Utopia of Oz.”

