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Introduction

Introduction

Have you just finished your graphic design studies and can’t seem to
find a job because you have no experience or your portfolio does not
show enough variety? Or are you tired of working for a boss who
doesn’t appreciate you, not to talk about the traveling costs and the time
it takes to get to and from work?

Most people dream about working for themselves. Whether you are a
graphic designer or not, Kickstart Your Graphic Design Career By
Starting Your Own Successful Website will give you the information
you need to start your own successful website and work for yourself.

In this book you will learn how to start and run a successful website as a
business.

Find out why most websites fail and how you can avoid these mistakes
by following the 5 steps in this book to plan your website the right way.

Learn how to get clients and keep building your client base by doing a
few simple things.

Be prepared for some of the most common things that happen when
starting and running your own business, whether it is a website or not.

Discover how you can use one of the most popular social networking
sites to your advantage with your website.

I wrote this book because after | studied graphic design, something |
enjoyed, | struggled to find a job. When I did, working for a boss was
terrible. I want you to be able to work for yourself and become your
own boss, doing what you enjoy.



Kickstart Your Graphic Design Career

Just to recap what you will be able to take away from this book:

e You will learn why most websites fail and how you can avoid
this by planning your website the right way.

e What is hosting and what to look for when choosing a host for
your website.

e How you can get clients through your website and build your
client base.

e How to use social networking sites like, Facebook and Twitter,
to your advantage.

Let’s get started!
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Why a Website?

Quick preview of what I’ll be discussing in this chapter:

e Increase of Internet users.

e  Starting your website full time or part-time.

e Advantages of starting your own website.

e Why you should not try and promote yourself as a designer and
get business through a designer community website.
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What Makes a Website Different?

You've just completed your graphic design studies, and now you have to
decide what you are going to do. You have the following options
available...

e Find ajob and work for a boss.
e Open your own graphic design business offline.

e Start your own online graphic design business through a
website.

After I finished my studies I couldn't find a job, and when 1 did,
working for a boss wasn't for me; travelling, working for someone else,
etc. | couldn't open my own offline studio because of the cost involved
(especially just after my parents paid for my studies).

So, | decided to go the online route and start my own graphic design
business, using a website. | have grown as a designer and a business
person by running my own business strictly online and making a living
for myself. In Kickstart Your Graphic Design Career, | explain the do's
and the don'ts when starting a website as a business. | offer guidelines
on how you can grow your online business, get clients and make living
for yourself.

Why go online by starting a website?

Since the Internet started in 1995 the number of users has gone through
the stratosphere. Today the Internet is becoming more accessible to
anybody that has a computer, as the prices from Internet Service
Providers (ISP) have come down a lot.

All of this has changed as you can see in the graph below; more people
are now connected to the Internet and can access the world wide web,
which means there is a greater audience for anybody who has a website
or more importantly an online business.
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Number of users in million (m)

The number of Internet users is increasing every year, and it’s not by a
few hundred, but by millions. Because the Internet is becoming
available to more people it makes the web a viable place to start a
business.

In order for you to start an online business you will need a website
where you can offer your services or sell your products. It is possible to
run a business and get customers through a website as | explain in more
detail in Chapter 5.

The great thing about starting your own online business is that you
don’t need to be a web developer or a technical person in order to do it.
I had help and guidance along the way but | was not a technical guru. In
this book I have included the key points as well as a worksheet for
planning your own website the right way, so that anybody who is
looking to start and run a successful online business can, and won’t
have to guess or wonder about how to go about it.

If you’re a curious type of person like me, you can of course learn the
technical side of things as it will only benefit you.

A website is created by using the web computer languages, HTML
(Hyper Text Markup Language), CSS (Cascading Style Sheets) and
sometimes JavaScript.

HTML is used to create the actual web page with basic formatting. This
page can have text, images or a form. One example of a form is a
contact form, where you type in your details to contact the owner of the
website.
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To read more about HTML and how it works, go to the following link:
http://www.w3schools.com/html/

CSS is used to change the look and feel of a web page and is used with
HTML. For example, the way text, images or forms look on the page.

To read more about CSS and how it works, go to the following link:
http://www.w3schools.com/css/

JavaScript can do many things, one example is it can be used to create
animations on a page or add user interactivity to a page.

To read more about JavaScript and how it works, go to the following
link: http://www.w3schools.com/js/

Depending on the type of website, there can be more involved, but for
most sites all you need is HTML, CSS and maybe JavaScript.

Once the website is created, you need to register a domain which is, for
example, www.bronsondunbar.com, and then the website is hosted with
a hosting company in order for it to be available on the world wide web
as | discuss in Chapter 3.

Please remember that you don’t need to be a HTML, CSS or JavaScript
guru in order to start a website.

You can start a website by using a Content Management System
(CMS), such as WordPress, Joomla or SBI!’s BlockBuilder. The
purpose of a CMS is to make it as easy as possible to start a website, all
you have to do is to create and add keyword structured content to your
website, as | discuss in Step 4 of Chapter 2, and you can be running
your own site.

Run Your Website Full Time or Part-Time

When | started my website, | had just finished my graphic design
studies and could not find a job, so I decided to start and run my website
full time. I did not have any financial commitments when my website
started, that is why | was able to run my site full time from the get-go,
but if your situation doesn’t allow you to, running your website part-
time is a better option.

If you have a job at the moment and you are relying on your income
every montbh, it is better to start and run your website part-time until
your site is generating enough income for you to live off. If you can
start and run your website full time from the beginning, you can
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Why a Website?
possibly establish your online business in less time than by doing it
part-time. Always weigh up the risks.

So, before you start making a steady income off your website you may
want to start it part-time and then later run it full time, as your income
grows.

What Are the Advantages of Starting a Website?

If you look at a company that is well known, you will notice their
website domain is the name of the company. A lot of designers and
businesses like to register their website domain as the name of the
business or if you are a designer your first and last name, because these
are the words you want people to remember you by. For example, my
site domain is www.bronsondunbar.com. It shows that you are an
independent designer or business when referring people to your website
or when you get found at the search engines and it makes it easier for
people to remember your site.

You can use http://www.checkdomain.com/ to see if the domain name
you have in mind is available. | would recommend doing this before
you start planning, designing and choosing the hosting for your website.

By having your own domain, you have the option of setting up your
own email address, such as bronson@bronsondunbar.com. With an
email address from your own domain, you will look more professional
than sending clients an email from a Gmail, Yahoo! or Hotmail account,
which most people have.

And here are the other benefits...

It is cheaper

Starting a website is much cheaper than trying to start an offline
business because you do not have costs such as office furniture, stock,
rent, travelling costs, etc. Unless you have the financial backing, it is
nearly impossible to do, especially just after finishing your studies.
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Search Engines

With a website you also have search engines such as Google, Bing and
Yahoo! on your side, which if your website is structured the right way,
are a great advantage to have. | will get to that in Chapter 2.

Reach more people

By starting your own website, you have the opportunity to reach many
more people than you could offline, within your own town or city. You
also have more credibility as a designer or business by having your own
website.

Flexible working hours

You set your own working hours and you don’t have to be stuck in the
9-5 routine. If you are like me and enjoy working at night, you can do
that without any hassles.

Affiliate program

By setting up an affiliate program for your website, you can have other
people promoting what you offer by giving them a percentage of each
order they get you, no matter where they are in the world.

Social Media

With the rise of social media and the popularity of websites like
Facebook and Twitter, you can effectively market your website and
what you offer, without having to spend money, as | explain in Chapter
6.

And | decided to leave the best for last...
You can do it from home.

Many people wish they can work from home, they see it as a dream. By
starting your own website, you will be able to work and earn an income
from home. No need to travel hours, get stuck in traffic, work with
somebody that drives you nuts or worry about getting retrenched.

What About an Online Designer Community?

Some people might say, why not just create an account at an online
designer community website like WhosCreative™
(http://www.whoscreative.com), display your portfolio and bid on
projects that are advertised on the site.

8



Why a Website?
If you go this route, consider how many other designers are in the
community, in other words a lot of designers in one place. And if there
are jobs available, you have to compete with every other designer by
trying to offer the lowest bid, which at times can be shooting yourself in
the foot, just to get the job and make money for yourself.

This can turn into an uphill battle and be difficult if you want to make a
name for yourself as an independent designer or business.

With all of this in mind, | am sure you can see why starting a website as
your own online business on the web is better than starting an offline
business or working for a boss in an unstable economy.

Just to recap what was discussed in this chapter:

e Theincrease in Internet users since it started is proof that the
web is a viable business opportunity.

e HTML, CSS and JavaScript are the most common web
computer languages used to create websites and you also get
CMS’s if you do not have the time to learn these languages.

e You can start your website part-time or full time, depending on
your circumstances.

e  With your own website you will be able to reach many more
people than in your own town or city.

e Trying to establish yourself as a designer or business through
an online designer community can turn into an uphill battle and
may not be worth it in the long run.

Time to get on to the next chapter...
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