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The Dinosaur Who Learned to Fly


 HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00PHKSSEI" 

The Clothespin


 HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QPUU2QQ" 

The Sparkling Red Shoes

Alexis In The Soap Kingdom


 HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/dp/B01A7TBG6U" 

Alexis in the Upside Down World
 

The Doll With Golden Hair


 HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00J7Z3K6A" 

Pink Button


 HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00SCKI35E" 

Nelly


 HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00H707OMS" 

Silky Milky


 HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00GM6I03K" 

The Adventures Of Two Green Bananas


HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00HNFLH7U"

Mushy! Fishy! Soupy!

Water


HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00GWV3VHU"

Scrub Brush And Crystal Vase

The Bully (A Story About The Letter W) 

The Pool (A Story About The Letter M) 


What Numbers Do When Nobody Is Home
Funny Math For Kids




Foreword

The following you are about to read is based on true occurrences. No food, grocery products or animals were harmed in the writing of this story.

Chapter 1
It was one of those special Sunday California mornings when you have the luxury of waking up late and being lazy at home. My kids were with their grandparents for a weeklong visit and the hubby left for a business trip, so I was all alone in my unusually quiet and empty house
Hence, I could use my time to do... whatever!

Let’s face it. I am not one of those people with a lot of imagination on how to use my newfound freedom. The best fun activity that I could come up with was lounging around the house wearing only my underwear. For a while, I felt like a sleek panther in the wild. 

I enjoyed this feeling until I saw my reflection in the downstairs mirror. The reflection was revealing, to say the least. All of a sudden, I didn’t feel like a sleek panther anymore. I sighed quietly and ran upstairs to put on my bathrobe. I then raised my head and marched straight to the pantry to grab my favorite snack-Chex Mix.

A few minutes later, I sat in front of the TV and was surfing through the channels when I finally stumbled upon a show that involved a woman pushing two shopping carts piled high with groceries. A camera followed her while she slowly moved towards the cash register. I almost choked when I saw that one of the shopping carts was full of Honey Chex Mix! 

At the time, I didn’t realize that the channel I had landed upon was the TLC reality show “Extreme Couponing.” It was a new show about bargain-obsessed shoppers trying to get as many products for as little money as possible.

The woman unloaded her two shopping carts and the cashier began ringing up her purchases, which eventually reached a total of $570.00. The woman proceeded to hand the cashier a fistful of coupons and that is when the magic began. 
I watched in disbelief as the coupons quickly reduced the total price of her purchase from $570.00 to $340.00, then to $198.00 followed by $47.00, and finally, the cash register display showed the final dollar amount to be $0.00. 

Zero!!

My toy Pomeranian, Charley, who was peacefully lying on my lap taking a nap, raised his head, startled, as I exclaimed in disbelief, “$570 worth of groceries and she paid ZERO?!” 
There is no way this is real! This can’t be true! How could she pay nothing for a whole shopping cart loaded with Chex Mix when I pay almost $2.00 for a single bag? And I don’t even want to mention her second shopping cart, which was loaded with yogurt, protein bars and paper towels. 
Zero for everything? What is going on here? 

Charley glanced at the TV screen, watching the woman performing a little victory dance in front of the stunned cashier, and politely barked once.

“Exactly!” I said. “I know exactly what you mean.”

All my life I was the poster child for the impulsive shopper. Every time I would walk out of the store, I thought to myself: How in the hell did I just spend a hundred dollars when all I needed was bananas? 
Nobody in my family would be surprised if I went to the store to buy a loaf of bread and came home not only with a loaf of bread, but a new dining room set to boot! My family would consider it an absolute miracle if one day I came out of any store spending only $50.00. 

Frustrated, I went outside to pick up my Sunday morning newspaper. Charley ran behind me to make sure I didn’t dash off to the store. While flipping through the newspaper, I routinely separated the advertising section from the rest of the paper and tossed the ads into the trashcan. I don’t know why, but some odd feeling suddenly stopped me from discarding the coupon inserts and I decided to take them back inside with me.

“Ok,” I said to Charley. “Let’s see what coupons we have today... Maybe we'll be able to score some free Chex Mix? Maybe not a whole shopping cart, but at least one package! What do you think?” 
Charley was definitely excited by the Chex Mix idea. I could tell just by looking at his bushy tail wagging at the speed of light and his ears perked up in anticipation.

I didn’t find any Chex Mix coupons among the coupon inserts, but instead I discovered a coupon for a Skinny Cow chocolate bar. It was a Buy One, Get One Free coupon, also known as a “BOGO.”

The most appealing part of this coupon was the image of the skinny cow. She was looking very relaxed and very skinny. Convinced by the skinny cow’s appearance, I immediately felt a connection with her and believed that this chocolate could help me to lose weight. 
I cut the coupon from the insert and put it into my wallet near my children’s pictures. If I only knew about the adventures and excitement this coupon was about to bring to my life!
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Chapter 2
    Later that day, I used my free time more wisely and headed to the gym. In my mind, I had set a goal to look like James Fonda—blonde with slender legs and toned arms.

I never make unrealistic goals, so that summer I chose to go blonde, therefore already accomplishing a third of my goal. 

On my way to the gym I stopped at a Walgreens to buy some fitness water and coincidently, while standing in line, I spotted a Skinny Cow display near the cash register. The chocolate bars were on sale for only forty-nine cents!

I immediately pulled the BOGO coupon out of my wallet and got two chocolate bars; one for the advertised price of forty-nine cents and the second bar for free!

I was very curious as well as sort of anxious to taste a Skinny Cow bar. At the time, it seemed liked the logical thing to do, since chocolate wouldn’t survive sitting in a hot car while I was working out at the gym. I sank my teeth into the delicious chocolate with a crunchy waffle inside. 

Mmm! Yummy!

When I reached into the bag to take out the second Skinny Cow, I noticed there was an extra slip of paper in the shopping bag. It was an offer of seventy-five cents off of my next purchase of four Skinny Cow Bars. 

What a fantastic day I was having!

I finished eating the candy and returned to the store, buying a few more chocolate bars. With the seventy-five cent off coupon, each of those Skinny Cow bars cost me only thirty cents each. Wow!

Look, four bars for forty-nine cents each cost $1.96, less the seventy-five cent coupon making the final cost only $1.21 divided by four, and each bar wound up costing only thirty cents!

But that is not all!
The cashier again handled me another coupon for seventy-five cents off. I was amazed and decided to push my luck a little further by asking her if I could use it again.

“Sure you can,” answered the Cashier Fairy. So, yup! You guessed it. I purchased four more.

I knew you guys were smart and probably figured out that I didn’t go to the gym that day. I had to return home quickly before my chocolate cattle could melt in the car. I still had another 75¢ off coupon after the last purchase and I was determined to use it soon. 
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The next day, on my way home from the gym, I went into the same Walgreens and bought four more Skinny Cow bars and again received another 75¢ off coupon. I loved it!

That week was one of the sweetest times of my life. Daily, while passing Walgreens, I would stop my car and pick up four nearly free, delicious candy bars, and each time without fail, I received a seventy-five cent off coupon for the next purchase. 

However, to my shock and dismay, the following Sunday the magic stopped. At midnight, the price of the Skinny Cow chocolate bars returned to their regular price of $1.25 each, and the Cashier Fairy stopped issuing the 75¢ off coupon.

My Skinny Cow world crashed!
I felt like Cinderella when the clock struck midnight and her carriage turned back into a pumpkin. Boy, did I feel spoiled with those 75¢ off coupons!
I was absolutely bewildered. I had so many questions racing across my mind, such as: 

Why did I get all of those 75¢ off coupons? 

Why did the magic last for only one week? 

What happened to the coupon? 

Will it ever return? 
I got so addicted to my daily dose of Skinny Cow bargains, that I became desperate to find the answers. So, I finally did an Internet search and that is how I discovered the Hidden World Of Crazy Couponers! 
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