Turn on the light
You see my friend; I was living in the dark. My thoughts were shaped by the negative aspects of my environment.  I now realize that I was in a self-imposed state of perpetual ignorance.  I can clearly see that now, although I could not see it then.

I was running on emotion that was out of control and very extreme in nature. There was no restraint, no control.  I found myself in a world by myself, not knowing myself, only questioning myself about myself that did not have the answers that I was seeking.
I had to come to grips with the fact that I was ignorant when it came to actually living a fulfilled life; being grateful for my life and everyone that I have been fortunate enough to learn from.  Learning that; until I had taken full responsibility for the state of my life, I had no hope of changing it. 
The question that I wrestled with initially was; “How do I know when I have taken full responsibility for the state of my life?” The answer is; the moment I had asked for forgiveness and was thankful for receiving it. This process allowed me to let go of my past mistakes in judgment and to seek a better understanding of my purpose for living.
Good judgment comes from experience, experience comes from bad judgment.  I have come to grips with the fact that I do not have time to learn everything through my own experience; the shortcut is to learn from someone else’s experience.  This is the idea that has made a tremendous difference in my life. This very simple idea has made very clear the meaning of “seek and ye shall find”.  

The idea of learning from the mistakes and successes of others has not only been a much easier journey, it has saved a tremendous amount of time.
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