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Want a new approach to Moderism?

Something Fresh for the Holiday Season.
What Reviewers are saying: Romaine Brooks: A Life
Langer, Cassandra. “Romaine Brooks: A Life”, University of Wisconsin Press, 2015.
Artist and Innovator
Amos Lassen
Langer manages to shoot through the myths about Brooks and looks at her friends, lovers, and the subjects of her portraits. What we see should come as no surprise—Brooks was a woman of wit and passion who managed to overcome personal challenges and the whims of society and became a wonderful artist who lived life only on her own terms.

Chicago Romaine Brooks - A Life

by Lewis Whittington

Contributor

Monday Oct 19, 2015
Most revelatory, Langer tells the full story of the artist's private life that focuses on her life-altering open relationships, which she viewed as her ménage relationships with Natalie Barney and Lily de Gramont.
 velvetparkmedia.com
Romaine Brooks A Life by Cassandra Langer

November 27th, 2015 | 11:31 am

In her latest book, "Romaine Brooks; a Life" art historian Cassandra Langer sheds light on the painter, who up until very recently has been predominately ignored or misunderstood by art historians. Dr Langer's fascinating account of Brooks' life brings a fresh look at both her social sphere of lesbians living in Paris as well as her artistic contributions within Modernism. Dr Langer based her research on newly discovered information on paintings and previous scholarship as well as a careful examination of primary sources material such as personal letters, and memoirs.

Lambda Literary Review
 Walter Holland

November 12, 2015
Cassandra Langer performs a difficult balancing act with her fascinating biography of the lesbian painter, Romaine Brooks. On the one hand, she tries to restore the painter’s artistic reputation and rightful place in the Modernist canon as an innovator whose figurative portraits were largely ignored by a patriarchal art world dominated by abstractionism. - See more at: http://www.lambdaliterary.org/reviews/11/12/romaine-brooks-a-life-by-cassandra-langer/#sthash.2hKmiZtE.dpuf
Review

“Langer makes clear that Romaine Brooks was an artist of unusual courage and originality, tracing her development not only as an artist, but as a woman artist and a boldly lesbian artist. This biography includes fascinating material on the many talented, independent, and liberated women in Paris in the 1920s, with Natalie Barney and Romaine Brooks at the center of that milieu.”—Jerry Rosco, author of Glenway Wescott Personally: A Biography
“Cassandra Langer insightfully recounts the life of Romaine Brooks, including the sources of her creativity and blocks to that creativity in later life, her bigotry, and her contributions to twentieth-century British, American, and French culture. This readable, vivid biography provides social and general historical context for Brooks’s life, art, and writings, as well as incisive psychological analysis of her motives.”—Betsy Draine, author of Substance under Pressure: Artistic Coherence and Evolving Form in the Novels of Doris Lessing
“Art historian Langer is zealous and exacting as she seeks to fully portray her heretofore too-little-known subject, . . .  addressing the complexities and contradictions of Brooks’s life and celebrating the courage and power of her meticulously composed paintings. . . . Langer sensitively grapples with Brooks’s elitism, bigotry, and fascist tendencies while avidly reclaiming this ‘fascinating and controversial’ artist’s elegant and evocative, haunted and defiant art in praise of audacious women.”—Booklist, *starred review

“Romaine Brooks has long glimmered in the constellation of lesbian and queer culture; now, through the prism of Langer’s tireless research and intelligent yet conversational style, the brilliance of Brooks’s life and career is both magnified and refracted.  By turns anecdotal and analytical, journalistic and theoretical, Langer colorfully repaints the historical portrait of Brooks, revealing her as both more radical and more conservative than we thought.”—James M. Saslow, author of Pictures and Passions: A History of Homosexuality in the Visual Arts
“A biography of the American painter and heiress (1874-1970), whose work in art and decor has been overshadowed by her romantic relationship with the writer Natalie Barney and what were seen as flirtations with Italian Fascism.”—Chronicle of Higher Education
By Elaine A on December 9, 2015
Format: Hardcover
Cassandra Langer’s, “A Life: Romaine Brooks” reveals the complex passages of this artist and modern woman, whose legacy will continuously gain its deserved prominence. In each chapter, Langer articulates details of Romaine’s life exemplary and informative of the choices she made towards an adventurous career and radical personal relationships. Langer builds a scholarship for the artworks Brooks created throughout her life while informing the reader of the challenges involved to resolving mysteries and overturning institutionalized biases in doing so.

The Gay & Lesbian Review Worldwide

Romaine Brooks: Painter 

Richard Canning

Cassandra Langer is keen to promote her subject’s legacy as a fine portrait artist-a thesis that is convincing. This thorough life draws on the range of unpublished memoirs in the Archives of American Art, as well as on a number of recent French studies of the Parisian interwar period.”

 Velvetparkmedia Names Cassandra Langer one of the 25 most important people of 2015.
After Ellen cites Cassandra Langer’s Romaine Brooks: A Life in outstanding academic books for 2015.
