INTRODUCTION
The People’s Justice and Peace Convention (PJPC 2016) is dedicated to people past and present
who have dreamed, toiled and struggled against oppression without resorting to violence in any
form toward creating a more just world.
The PJPC2016 is a legacy of countless efforts of people who have longed for justice and sought
to transform the world nonviolently to end oppression. The PJPC2016 claims as its heritage the
1848 Women’s Convention in Seneca Falls, NY, which adopted the Declaration of Sentiments,
the 1851 Women’s Convention in Akron, OH, in which Sojourner Truth declared “Ain’t I a
Woman” and the 1985 Kairos Document adopted in Soweto, South Africa, to denounce
apartheid.
The PJPC2016 claims as its heritage countless acts of nonviolent resistance from distant places
such as India, the Philippines, Burma, Liberia, to places in the southern United States, such as
Selma and Birmingham, to creative encampments of the Occupy movement and effective student
boycotts such as the Black Lives Matter campaign at of the University of Missouri-Columbia in
2015.
This PJPC2016 Platform invites everyone to stand at the margins of the dominant society and
work to create communities that are examples of loving inclusion and participation of all. The
PJPC Platform consists of five important components:
Five Core Practices:
Radical Hospitality
Good stewardship to create shared abundance (enough-ness). We believe in
abundance, not shortage/scarcity
A circle of comparison that includes every sentient being and ecosystem (Omid
Safi)
Truth, Reparation & Reconciliation. Forgiveness and reconciliation: address the
wrongs and how to make it right
Radical amazement (Abraham Joshua Heshel)
Mission
Current public policies disproportionately benefit corporations and the wealthiest individuals and
promote and expand U.S. militarism, while the concerns of the vast majority of people are
ignored, distorted and/or manipulated for political and/or economic gain. The People’s
Convention will include a diversity of voices and experiences, transcending any one political
party or perspective. Its purpose is to lift up issues and problems that the Republican National
Convention (RNC) will not authentically address and to develop collectively agreed-to solutions,
a “People’s Justice & Peace Platform,” to be delivered to the RNC and Democratic National
Convention (DNC) that will achieve just, nonviolent, democratic and sustainable results.
ECONOMIC JUSTICE PLANKS
Vision
The United States is a very wealthy country. Its wealth was built on multiple injustices and
violences, especially toward workers and people of marginalized races, especially black people
through slavery, and to the First Nations by stealing and commodifying land. Through
imperialism, these injustices continue globally. A just economy must place at its center the
welfare of workers and each person, not corporations; local communities, not remote powers.
The great wealth of the US must be shared with all that they may participate in local economic,
political, and cultural life (democracy and community) and may develop their potential (the
individual’s unique contribution).
Practice
Achieving a just economy will involve the practices of:
• Redistribution of wealth to ensure abundance for all;
• Reparation to address historical exploitation and injustice;
• Participation at all levels of decision-making by the people and communities affected by
those decisions.
Housing as a Human Right
1. Invest more funding in the creation of permanently affordable housing,
particularly the federal HOME program.
2. Increase the affordability requirements for the HOME program and the
federal Housing Trust Fund for affordable homeownership to require
lasting affordability.
3. Remove barriers to permanent affordability in federal housing programs.
4. Start a Shared Equity Homeownership Fund to increase asset-building
opportunities for lower income Americans.
5. Explore and expand the housing options and choices for those living below
the poverty level.
6. Invest far more funding in the creation of permanently affordable housing,
particularly the federal HOME program.
7. Vastly expand public resources for housing for people in extreme poverty,
and invest it to immediately shorten the public housing waiting lists.
8. Increase the affordability requirements for the HOME program and the
federal Housing Trust Fund for affordable homeownership to require
lasting affordability.
9. Remove barriers to permanent affordability in federal housing programs.
10. Start a Shared Equity Homeownership Fund to increase asset-building
opportunities for lower income Americans.
11. Create public housing options that are controlled by the communities and
residents in which they are located.
12. Create programs for long term stabilization and home ownership for those
who are disabled or living on SSI/SSDI.
13. Remove the requirement of signing away civil rights to live in public
housing.
Health Care
14. Recognize that Health Care is a Human Right by enacting and
implementing a publicly funded national health plan that is comprehensive
in coverage, removes all financial barriers to care and meets the human
rights standards of universality, equity in allocation of services and
resources, public participation at all levels, transparency and accountable
to the public it serves.
15. Create educational initiatives to reform and improve practical access to
comprehensive healthcare for the disabled and GLBTIQ populations,
among others. Repeal existing and block future policies and legislation
that allow health practitioners and facilities to deny care based on these
identities.
Agriculture and Food
16. Growers need government policy that sets a minimum price to lessen the
volatility in pricing. This contrasts to subsidies, which taxpayers provide.
Rather than unfair subsidies, producers and consumers need a system that
establishes reserves for lean times, and promotes land and resource
conservation.
17. Farmers, ranchers, fishers and food workers must receive fair
compensation to cover costs of fuel, equipment, processing, seeds/raw
materials and labor, to maintain the land or water, and to support families
and communities. Farmers must be able to save seeds, to ban mergers
between seed and food corporations, and to participate in federal nutrition
programs, such as WIC and SNAP, and sales to government institutions
like universities, hospitals and military bases, with fresh, local foods.
18. Trade agreements should respect the right of all peoples to protect their
food production. Such policy must recognize each people’s right and
responsibility to make their own decisions about how to grow food,
sustain food production, and feed all people within their borders. Genetics
(seeds) should not be owned by multinational corporations, and policy
must prevent agribusiness from buying crops at a price below the cost-ofproduction
to dump on other countries.
19. The small- and medium-sized farmers, ranchers, fishermen and tribal
nations who provide food, fiber and timber must be able to protect land
and water, and access inputs like equipment and seed. Government
programs must help them. Diverse independent producers and traditional
communities must be able to save seeds. Who will feed the world if
healthy soil and clean water are controlled by corporations and wealthy
landowners who do not engage in sustainable food production? Policy
must support biodiversity, nutrition and economic justice.
20. Assure everyone eats. Protect the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program and keep food and farms and rural and urban communities linked
in a unified federal food and farm policy. Feed all our children with
universal access to school and preschool breakfast and lunch program.
Trade
21. We oppose trade agreements that elevate the principle of “free trade”
above labor rights, above environmental justice, above consumer rights,
above patient rights, and above food safety.
22. We must especially reject trade agreements that allow undemocratic and
secret international tribunals of businessmen to arbitrate disputes.
23. We support trade between nations where trade rules are subordinate to
human rights and human needs and comply with international agreements
to limit carbon emissions.
24. No to the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP).
Public Education and Social Justice
25. A fair and equitable system of school funding.
26. The Federal government should expand the support provided by Title I
formula for the schools that serve a large number or high concentration of
children in poverty, should fulfill its promise that the federal government
will pay 40 percent of the cost of services required by the individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, and should proactively create penalties for
states that persist in funding public education inequitably.
27. Federally funded universal early childhood education.
28. Careful and intentional development of full-service, wraparound
Community Schools that bring social and health services –health clinics,
dental clinics, mental health clinics, after school programs, Head Start, and
parent support programs – right into the school building. Community
schools ensure that the public school is the center of the neighborhood.
29. Top-down, imposed state takeovers should be eliminated.
30. Schools should be restored to governance by democratically elected school
boards.
31. The Theory of Portfolio School Reform is damaging and must be ended.
32. Vouchers and tuition tax credits must be ended.
33. There should be a moratorium on the authorization of new charter schools
and these schools ought eventually to be phased out.
34. The American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), a national
organization that pairs member corporate lobbyists and member state
legislators to write model bills that can be introduced in any of the 50 state
legislatures, should be denied its current status by the Internal Revenue
Service as a 501 (c) 3 educational nonprofit. It must be treated as a
lobbying organization.
35. Charters should be immediately closed when it can be demonstrated that
they neglect to serve all children due to enrollment caps and the
imposition of obvious and subtle selection screens.
36. For-profit charters should be eliminated immediately. Tax dollars should
not be transferred into private profits.
37. Uncouple evaluation of school teachers from students’ test scores.
38. Programs like Teach for America that replace certified, college-trained
teachers with alternatively credentialed college graduates—who have no
training in education and only five –week summer program as preparation
– have been shown to fill our nation’s poorest districts with inexperienced
teachers and to increase churn among teachers should be ended.
39. Unjustified attacks on teachers’ unions must be ended. It is time to
recognize that states with the strongest teachers unions have been shown
by research to be the highest achieving. It must be made easier for nonunionized
public schools and already existing charters to unionize through
an Employee Free Choice Act.
40. High Stakes standardized tests should be removed, and neither school
districts, nor schools, nor teachers should be punished for students’ scores.
When parents opt their children out of testing, neither child, nor school,
nor school district should be penalized. A philosophy of punishment
should be replaced by one of school investment and improvement.
41. Provide free college tuition to public universities in the student’s home
state and at community colleges.
42. Forgive student debt incurred by both students and parents to fund postsecondary
and vocational Education.
43. Provide healthy school meals with plant based vegetarian options, and ban
the sale of junk food and soda pop in schools and college cafeterias.
44. End the militarization of our schools by eliminating Junior ROTC and
ROTC on college campuses.
45. Increase support for liberal arts and sciences at colleges and universities,
commensurate with the inordinate growth of professional schools.
46. Oppose military and corporate control over university academic research.
47. Reasonable pay and working conditions for adjunct faculty at schools and
colleges and unions and collective bargaining rights to secure and
maintain the aforementioned.
48. Arts funding and integration training in K-12 schools.
49. Restorative justice funding and training for students and educators to learn
and practice compassionate communication.
50. State Boards of Education will consist only of persons elected at large by
voters of that state.
Labor & Employment
51. Increase the minimum wage to $15 an hour and index it to inflation.
52. Repeal so-called “right-to-work” laws, as well as the rest of the “Taft-
Hartley Act.”
53. Give strength to laws that workers’ rights to join unions are enforced.
54. Provide resources to anti-discrimination agencies so equal employment
laws can be enforced.
55. Add farm workers, domestic workers, and others to protection under labor
laws.
56. Federal government will ensure full employment.
INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE PLANKS
Vision
To build international justice, all countries must view themselves as a community within a
community committed to nonviolent resolution of conflict and equitably shared resources. To
achieve this perspective in the United States and other countries, we support the following
policies:
International Relations
1. Create a Department of Peace that devises and implements nonviolent methods,
means and ends to resolving international and intra-national conflicts
2. End the violent, militaristic response to terrorism and treat terrorist attacks as the
international crime scenes that they are, rather than as acts of war. Cooperate with
international organizations, such as the U.N. and INTERPOL, to locate,
apprehend and prosecute suspected terrorists in the International Criminal Court
3. End military interventions, regime change and covert actions. Use nonviolent
methods to weaken international terrorist forces such as ISIS and prevent the
spread of terrorism by imposing arms embargoes against all factions, providing
humanitarian aid, and using legal, diplomatic, financial, economic and law
enforcement tools. War does not work for long term security.
4. End NATO threats to Russia and build common security measures.
5. Adhere to international law and treaties ratified by the U.S., including the U.N.
Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and U.N. Conventions, and
the bans on extrajudicial killings and respect the sovereignty of all nations. The
U.S. will pay its fair share to the U.N.
6. Ratify key international treaties including the International Criminal Court
agreement and the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT); sign and ratify the
Ottawa Treaty banning the production, stockpiling, use and sale of land mines;
and sign and ratify the Convention on Cluster Munitions
7. End arms sales to nations with known human rights abuses and/or that have
committed war crimes, including Honduras, Israel, Egypt and Saudi Arabia
8. Cancel the $1 trillion nuclear weapons escalation; abolish nuclear weapons; end the
research, testing and stockpiling of all nuclear weapons. The nuclear weapons
“modernization” plan provokes a new nuclear arms race increasing risk of nuclear
accident or war.
9. Halt U.S. drone attacks and ban export of attack drones and supporting systems;
end the use of drones for targeted assassinations
10. Protect the Iran nuclear agreement, impose no new sanctions and assure that Iran,
as long as it complies, receives sanction relief benefits.
11. Audit the pentagon; end pentagon waste, fraud and abuse; cut spending by at least
25% and redirect saved billions to meet critical domestic needs.
12. Stop training foreign police and military in civilian-targeted warfare including
undue surveillance, harassment, threats, illegal detentions, torture and
assassinations, including closing the infamous School of the Americas (aka
Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation).
Israel / Palestine
13. End U.S. support for the Egyptian and Israeli siege of Gaza and the Israeli
military occupation of West Bank. Open the Gaza Airport and seaport, and open a
land-based connecting corridor (a roadway) between the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip. Support freedom of movement and association, remove all checkpoints
except those processing people traveling between Israel and Palestine which
should be co-staffed with Israelis and Palestinians.
14. Boycott products produced in Israeli settlements and divest from companies that
benefit from the occupation/siege of Palestinian territories. End investment of US
labor union members’ pension funds in Israel. The U.S. will maintain the right of
people to organize campaigns such as Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions.
15. Pressure Israel to dismantle the illegal Apartheid Wall. If Israel feels the need for
a “security” wall, let them build it in Israel. The whole world has deemed the
wall illegal because it was forcibly built on confiscated Palestinian land.
16. End US political, military and economic aid to Egypt and Israel, as long as
they are not in compliance with international law.
17. Support the repatriation of Palestinian Refugees policy must firmly direct
Israel to repatriate those war-displaced Palestinian refugees. We demand
internationally recognized human rights for refugees to return to their
homes and businesses and to resume full equal rights and responsibilities
including citizenship, regardless of religion, race or ethnicity. Anything
less puts Israeli democracy at risk.
18. Recognize the Palestinian Occupied Territories as the de-facto State of
Palestine and support the commencement of final status peace talks.
Condition future US aid to participation in the new peace talks.
19. The USA must be a neutral arbiter between the governments of Israel and
Palestine and condition all US aid upon annual certification by UN human
rights inspectors.
Colombia
20. Establish an independent truth commission to find and reveal full truth about who
implemented, financed, and commissioned human rights violations against the
civilian population during the 50+ years of armed conflict.
21. Broaden peace negotiations to include and focus on the victims of violence by
inviting not only armed actors (Colombian State, paramilitaries, armed rebel
groups), but organizations and constituencies impacted by the armed conflict, i.e.
victims’ associations, displaced communities, civil society organizations, faith
communities, labor unions, and others.
22. Support the creation of a comprehensive plan that (a) demilitarizes, reintegrates,
and protects Colombian ex-combatants; (b) brings internal law enforcement under
civilian control; (c) creates preventative measures against the resurgence of
paramilitary forces, and (d) provides economic and legal support for land
restitution for displaced Colombians.
23. End U.S. military aid to the Colombian government and army.
24. Request investigations into repression against human rights defenders and greater
protections for civilian populations, especially the Afro-Colombian and
indigenous populations.
Honduras
25. Suspend United States security assistance with Honduras until human rights
violations by Honduran security forces cease and the perpetrators are brought to
justice (e.g., H.R. 5474, the Berta Cáceres Human Rights in Honduras Act in the
current 114th U.S. Congress).
26. Require transparency and accountability from U.S. companies operating in
Honduras; punish companies that use Honduran police and military to suppress
land rights of local peasant, Afro-descendant and indigenous communities.
27. Support non-violent, pro-democracy movements working to restore civil and
human rights and end impunity, especially for human rights violations committed
by the state.
Guatemala/Mexico and U.S./Mexico Borders
28. End the militarization of the U.S./Mexico border, and stop funding to the Mexican
government for the militarization of their southern border with Guatemala as a
means of immigration enforcement.
Cuba
29. Lift all travel restrictions for people from the U.S. to Cuba
Latin America/Caribbean
30. Cut U.S. security and military aid to Latin American/Caribbean countries and
redirect funds to (a) strengthen the rule of law through civilian justice institutions
to combat corruption and widespread impunity, and (b) increase sustainable
economic development, created in consultation with independent farmer and civil
society organizations.
31. Redirect funds away from military-focused aid packages (e.g., Plan Colombia,
Mérida Initiative, Central America Regional Security Initiative, Alliance for
Prosperity) to address the root causes of forced migration through social and
economic development programs, especially for youth, in consultation with
independent civil society organizations.
US regulation of companies doing business overseas
32. Require U.S. companies operating overseas to comply with international Core
Labor Standards, as outlined by the International Labor Organization, especially
(a) prohibitions on forced child labor and human trafficking; (b) completion of
human rights compliance assessments (HRCAs), preferably by objective third
parties; and (c) require greater supply chain transparency.
End Travel Bans
33. Lift all travel restrictions for people from the U.S. to Cuba
Prioritize Funding/Support Towards Sustainable Development
34. Redirect U.S. military aid to Latin American/Caribbean to increase U.S. monetary
support for sustainable and alternative economic development, created in
consultation with independent farmer and civil society organizations.
35. Shift U.S. security funding to increase monetary support for strengthening the rule
of law through civilian justice institutions to address deep-seated corruption, lack
of transparency and impunity.
36. Redirect funds from Plan Colombia, Merida Initiative and CARSI (Central
America Regional Security Initiative) and other security-focused aid packages to
address the root causes of forced migration through anti-poverty, social and
economic development programs, especially for youth, in consultation with
independent civil society organizations
37. Redirect USAID resources toward sustainable development in partnership with
local communities
Support International Labor Standards In Addition To Child Labor and Human
Trafficking
38. Require U.S. companies operating overseas to comply with all international Core
Labor Standards (as outlined by the International Labor Organization), including
prohibitions on forced child labor and human trafficking.
39. Require U.S. companies and government entities that purchase goods and
supplies from overseas to insist on supply chain transparency for assurance of
International Core Labor Standards.
40. Require U.S. companies that use “self-certification” (e.g. “socially responsible) to
comply with government-mandated human rights due diligence procedures,
including objective compliance reports by independent third parties.
41. Vote “No” to the TPP (Trans-Pacific Partnership).
RACIAL AND SOCIAL JUSTICE PLANKS
Vision:
Violence, inequality, and inequity plague our nation; marginalized communities are most
vulnerable. To achieve equality and justice for all, we support the following holistic, policy, and
programmatic approaches:
Immigration Reform
1. Congress should pass “Comprehensive Immigration Reform” to include path to
legal residency for millions of undocumented workers in the US after background
check.
2. Congress should submit periodic reports and acknowledgement of benefits of
immigrants to the society and to the economy. Strive to retain or unite immigrant
families with minor children as top priority.
3. Stop all deportations of otherwise law-abiding unauthorized immigrants.
(a) 4. Raise the refugee admissions ceiling for Fiscal Year 2016 to 200,000 and designate
100,000 of those admissions for Syrian refugees. Restore legal due process in
asylum cases and ensure that families and other vulnerable individuals are not
returned to life-threatening danger.
5. Declare Moratorium on Deportations and Provide Work Permits/Care to Parents of
Children Who are U.S. Citizens, As Well As Immigrants.
6. Provide a social safety net for ALL people residing in the U.S., regardless of
immigration status, including providing work permits, health care, education,
labor rights, housing, legal rights, and equal rights for all families, especially
same-sex and same-gendered families.
7. End crackdowns of immigration enforcement on children and families; stop homeraids;
repeal SB-1070 style legislation to stop racial profiling and the denial of
basic human rights as result of immigrant status; and terminate policies that
promote collaboration between police and Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, such as 287 (g) and Secure Communities, which erode trust
between law enforcement and immigrant communities.
8. End contracts with for-profit immigration detention centers.
9. Provide immigrant youth protection from deportation through means other than
encouraging military service to obtain legal status.
Protect People/Children Fleeing Violence
10. Immediately cease detaining and deporting children, families and individuals who
are seeking protection here in the U.S.
11. Recognize people migrating from El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras as
refugees escaping violence in their home countries and grant them “Temporary
Protected Status.”
12. Provide legal counsel to migrants and refugees in deportation proceedings in the
U.S. in their native language.
Women’s Rights
13. Ratify the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) in order to ensure the equal
application of the Constitution of the United States to women, with amendments
to account for gender non-conforming people and racial biases.
14. Gender equality and fairness in the workforce for women, with equal pay for jobs
of equal worth.
15. Full welfare rights for poor parents and their children for as long as needed.
16. The continued re-authorization of the Violence Against Women Act which funds
investigation and prosecution of violent crimes against women, while
emphasizing holistic community solutions, rather than incarceration.
17. Increased funding for prevention of rape and domestic violence and education
programs.
18. Enforcement of the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of
October 2000, which authorizes funding for the prevention of trade in human
beings.
19. New U.S. legislation, following the successful example of Sweden, that
criminalizes the purchase of services from prostitutes, pimps, and brothel keepers,
instead of criminalizing prostitutes.
20. Adequate paid parental leave just before and at the birth or adoption of a child,
following Norwegian legislation, which provides a year off with pay for the
parent.
21. All women must have the right to make their own personal decision about their
reproductive healthcare, thus abortion must be a safe and legal option for all
women.
22. Women must have access to contraceptive options that meet their health needs,
(a) including the “morning after” pill.
23. Comprehensive public education about reproductive health and sexual
responsibility must be promoted, including age-appropriate sex education for
children as well as education addressing the needs of LGBTQ+ people and people
with disabilities.
24. Any attempt to overturn or abridge the Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade
through judicial or legislative action must be opposed.
25. Any legislation, referendum, or judicial activity that unnecessarily impedes a
woman’s access to an abortion must be opposed.
26. Removal of the “pink tax,” to eliminate the major difference in price for products
designed for women.
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity
27. Protection from discrimination under federal law for LGBTQ+ Americans.
28. All persons shall have the right to have intimate partners of their choice,
regardless of their sex, gender, sexual orientation, or gender identity.
29. All persons who identify as LGBTQ+ must have equal rights to civil marriage,
housing, jobs, child custody, and medical benefits.
30. Transgender individuals must have the right to use public restrooms in accordance
with their gender identity.
31. All people regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity must feel safe and
secure at home, in neighborhoods, workplaces, placement of entertainment, on the
street, and at school.
32. There must be legislation against all forms of hate crimes, including such crimes
directed against people who identify along the LGBTQ+ spectrum.
33. Include LGBTQ+ milestones in school history textbooks.
34. Allow people to change their gender on all forms of ID—including birth
certificates.
35. Ensure access to hormones, therapies, and procedures necessary for transgender
Americans to complete their transition.
End Mass Incarceration, Police Terror, Repression and the Criminalization of a Generation
36. Stop racial profiling.
37. Stop police murder of our children and brothers and sisters.
38. Stop police brutality and racially biased practices of the police, the courts, and the
U.S legal system.
39. End punitive bail policies.
40. End mandatory sentencing.
41. End solitary confinement and torture of prisoners.
42. End discrimination against LGBTQ prisoners.
43. Until the U.S. stops exploiting third world countries, stop criminalizing and
detaining immigrants.
44. Support prisoner reentry with full constitutional rights.
45. Stop allowing police to kill primarily black and brown people with impunity.
Indict and convict cops who kill innocent people.
46. End the New Jim Crow now.
[Submitted by Puncture the Silence, Stop Mass Incarceration, an affiliate of the Stop Mass
Incarceration Network]
47. Reform “grand jury” process.
48. End prison privatization.
49. Address hardships that effect incarcerated women.
(a) 50. Demilitarize the police and disarm the police.
51. Emphasize rehabilitation, treatment and diversion programs over incarceration.
52. Provide adequate resources for indigent defense.
53. Mandate use of “special outside prosecutors” in all cases of police lethal force and
gross charges misconduct.
54. Crisis Intervention Training for all police officers and support for their own
personal mental health testing.
55. Expand existing diversity programs to include more people.
56. “Ban the box” on job applications and reduce post-incarceration sanctions.
57. End the school to prison pipeline.
58. People with a history of domestic violence should be disqualified from being
police officers.
59. End the “war on drugs” and release all existing prisoners with only drug
convictions.
60. War veterans who seek to become police officers must be afforded counseling and
de-programming from war training.
61. Reduce all mandatory sentencing minimums.
62. Fund and create restorative justice programs in schools.
63. Eliminate policies and programs that require police presence in public schools.
64. Screen police for affiliation with hate groups.
Addressing Able-ism
65. Stop the systemic violence against the physically disabled, developmentally &
intellectually disabled, mentally ill, neurodiverse, and people of differing ability
identities.
66. Eliminate state and local level legislation and policies that are both abusive and
oppressive towards the disabled and openly violate the A.D.A. (Americans With
Disabilities Act).
67. Broaden the scope of the A.D.A. to address inequalities in housing, employment,
education, and other areas that affect basic quality of life for disabled people.
Expand the A.D.A. to include ALL people with disabilities, including federal
workers.
68. Address systemically created inequalities that destabilize the lives of the disabled.
69. Remove state and federal funding from any governmental agency, private or
public organization that claims to advocate for the disabled without allowing
disabled voices within their governance. Require legislators enacting legislative
or policy changes that affect the disabled to involve people with disabilities in the
process. Nothing about us without us.
Reparations for Slavery
70. Adoption of the plan from NCOBRA, United Black Front, Provisional
Government of the Republic of New Africa as well as the International African
Holocaust Coalition as it is written charging the United States Government with
genocide and crimes against humanity, certain still operating businesses and their
descendants who profited and are still profiting from the unlawful enslavement of
Africans.
Equity and Racial Justice
71. We call for systemic change to end racism by addressing institutionalized racism
at every level of government and of our socio- economic system.
72. We call for police accountability and an end to extra-judicial killings of People of
Color.
73. We call for an end to mass incarceration, youth detention, and the school to prison
(a) pipeline.
74. We call for a fair immigration policy and an end to mass deportations.
75. We call for an end to economic policies that facilitate gentrification and continue
to disproportionately deny People of Color true economic equity.
76. We call for adequate government funding of the social safety net and of public
schools, an end to standardized testing and an end to school privatization.
77. We call for environmental justice and the recognition that environmental
contamination and climate change have a disproportionate impact on people of
color.
78. We call for an end to restrictions on voting rights.
Indigenous People’s Rights
79. The Committee of 500 Years of Dignity and Resistance demands that all logos
and names of Indigenous Peoples be removed from sports and media in public
schools, colleges, universities and national sports throughout the country.
Indigenous names shall be removed from public signs, including street signs etc.
and names of cities.
80. An immediate halt to taking native lands away from the indigenous population
through sales to major mining corporations.
81. Adequate responses to non-native men who sexually assault native women.
82. Increased federal funding to Native lands to help improve worsening education
and unemployment situations.
83. Proper legal recognition of all Native peoples under the law, since not all tribes
are correctly recognized as Native.
Witness Against Torture: Torture Abolition and Accountability
Close the Guantanamo Prison
84. The US detention camp at Guantanamo Bay is both a primary site and enduring
symbol of post-9- 11 US torture. The prison must close immediately.
85. All remaining Guantanamo detainees who are not under indictment for serious
crimes will be immediately repatriated or resettled. Repatriation to Yemen should
be an option for Yemeni nationals. All detained men, simply put, should be fairly
tried or released.
86. The Military Commissions will be brought to an end. Those prisoners currently
on trial, or awaiting trial, before Military Commissions should be transferred into
competent, civilian courts, federal courts, or international courts under
international sovereignty. All evidence regarding allegations made against them,
and all pertinent documentation regarding treatment of defendants while under
government custody, must be made available to defendants and their counsel. Any
evidence obtained under torture is inadmissible under law. If valid evidence is
insufficient to prosecute, the charges must be dropped and the defendants must be
released.
87. The current legislative ban on the transfer of Guantanamo detainees to the United
States will be revoked.
88. A fair and well-managed process will be established for all formerly detained men
to swiftly secure damages for their unjust detention and abuse.
89. All onerous bans on the travel of formerly detained men to the United States will
be removed, so that they may address US media and participate in various forums
seeking accountability.
90. Substantial US monetary and other resources will be disbursed to aid the
resettlement and well-being of formerly detained men.
91. Serious negotiations with the sovereign state of Cuba to return the entire US
Naval base at Guantanamo to the Cuban state and people will be initiated. It is an
unpardonable indignity that the United States committed torture on Cuban soil, in
a facility that by treaty was only ever to be used for the refueling of naval vessels.
(a) 92. The US government will immediately and absolutely renounce indefinite
detention without charge.
Ensure Accountability for Torture
93. The US government will immediately and absolutely renounce indefinite
detention without charge,
94. A full and unsparing record of US torture, based on government documents and
internal government investigations, must be made public (with reasonable
measures to protect potentially sensitive information). The full Senate Torture
Report will be released immediately, along with any and all other investigations
by US military and civilian agencies into the US treatment of detainees.
95. The US Department of Justice will discontinue invoking states’ secrets, executive
privilege, and other national security grounds to stop lawsuits from victims of US
torture, rendition, and other abuse against individuals in the US government,
government agencies, and private companies. Victims of US policies and
practices should have their day in criminal and civil courts.
96. The US Department of Justice will scrutinize the entirety of the Senate Torture
Report to determine the existence of evidence of indictable crimes. Should such
evidence exist, DOJ will bring appropriate indictments against CIA and other
personnel.
97. The US government will honor its obligation under the UN Convention Against
Torture to seriously investigate alleged violations of the Convention by its citizens
and agencies of the government itself.
98. All branches of the US government, working with human rights bodies,
journalists, legal advocates, religious figures, and torture victims, will devise a
comprehensive legal process to investigate and, when/if warranted, prosecute all
those who criminally participated, or were criminally complicit, in torture. These
investigations should not regard rank, title, or position in the US government in
determining eligibility for prosecution. Such a process could be directed by a
special prosecutor, exist within conventional courts, or in an international forum.
99. The United States will sign and ratify the treaty creating the International
Criminal Court, which would allow U.S. citizens to be tried for war crimes in an
internationally-recognized venue.
Strengthen Anti-Torture Provisions
100. Congress will pass legislation making torture a federal crime inside the United
States, and not only outside the United States (as currently stipulated in Section
2340 of the federal criminal code).
101. The US government US Army Field Manual on Interrogations will be amended
so as to a) eliminate appendixes that permit abusive treatment and b) explicitly
prohibit stress positions and abnormal sleep.
102. The United States will work with the international community to amend the
U.N. Convention Against Torture so as to explicitly describe and prohibit all
forms of psychological torture.
103. The US government will proactively challenge all nations — especially its allies
— that torture their own or other citizens to cease this practice.
104. The US will grant asylum to additional survivors who have fled their countries
after being brutally tortured.
Civil Liberties
105. Strict enforcement of our First Amendment rights of speech, assembly,
association and petition. Federal, state and local governments must safeguard our
right to public, non-violent protest. It is intolerable that law enforcement agencies
intimidate lawful protesters with brutality, surveillance, repression and retaliation.
(a) 106. End torture in all U.S.-controlled facilities. Ensure those guilty of ordering or
executing torture are held accountable for violations U.S. and international law.
107. Restore habeas corpus, a legal action to obtain relief from illegal detention. End
the use of indefinite detention without trial.
108. Revoke the 2010 re-authorization of the Patriot Act, including “John Doe”
roving wiretaps and the “library records” provision.
109. End the abuse of National Security Letters, which the FBI uses to force internet
service providers, libraries, banks, and credit reporting companies to reveal
sensitive information about their patrons.
110. End illegal government spying, including the use of warrantless wiretaps. Three
federal judges have ruled that President Bush’s National Security Agency
warrantless wiretaps violated the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, which
contains criminal sanctions. Ensure that anyone who violated the FISA is held
accountable for crimes committed.
111. Oppose the death penalty in the United States and worldwide.
112. Support students’ constitutional rights to free speech.
113. Support strict Fourth Amendment protections against illegal search and seizure.
114. Oppose all “common sense” gun reforms that bar those on the terror watch list
from obtaining weapons, as the list operates a place of profiling and Islamophobia
POLITICAL JUSTICE PLANKS
Preamble
Our political system is in fundamental crisis. Many believe our government isn’t broken, but
fixed to benefit the rich and mega corporations. We need systemic change and affirm these
principles:
One person, one vote.
Voting as a human right – easy to do with vote counting integrity.
Elections systems that more fairly represent women and people of color.
Those affected by political decisions included in the making of those
decisions.
Only human beings possess inalienable constitutional rights.
A campaign finance system lifting up the voice of individuals without
money.
A new constitutional framework that codifies and protects human rights and
the rights of nature as opposed to protecting and enshrining property
rights.
Planks
1. Adopt Ranked Choice Voting.
2. Dissolve the Electoral College.
3. Enact Proportional Representation.
4. Support the Fair Representation Act for Congress
5. Abolish electronic voting machines in political elections.
6. End corporate rule by passing the “We the People Amendment,” HJR 48, declaring that
artificial entities such as corporations do not have constitutional rights and that money is
not free speech.
7. Voting is the foundation of our democracy. It is imperative that voter registration be
(a) universal and automatic for all citizens turning 18 and that we abolish voter ID Laws.
8. Uniform election procedures in all 50 states for national elections.
9. Voter registration for formerly incarcerated individuals immediately upon release.
10. Restore full protections of the Voting Rights Act.
11. Establishment of Election Day as a National Holiday.
12. US Congress should pass an amendment to the Constitution guaranteeing every citizen
having the right to vote.
13. Provide equal access to ballot and debates to all political parties and independent
candidates.
14. Provide free and equal media access to all candidates meeting certain universal political
requirements.
15. Full publicly funded elections.
16. Democratize the U.S. Supreme Court.
17. Reform our political campaign finance laws. We must work to limit “bundled” donations
to political campaigns and political parties. End PAC, SuperPAC, interest group lobbying
money and corporate donations to political campaigns. Cap the total amount allowed to be
spent in each race by a political campaign. Require promoters of public debates to admit
all balloted candidates to participate in the debate.
[Note: Planks above in italics were agreed to by super majority, all others by consensus.]
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PLANKS
Environmental Justice Guiding Principle:
The PJPC acknowledges that people are only one component of many complex life systems on
earth. In order to maintain a healthy, thriving community within this environment the PJPC is
committed to protect and preserve fresh water, clean air, healthy soil, a stable climate and the
earth’s biological diversity. We are also committed to the principle that everyone deserves a
decent standard of living made possible through the use of clean energy, with access to a living
wage, healthy food, quality housing free of dangerous contamination, and excellent educational
resources. We recognize that there are significant social, racial, and institutional inequities that
must be addressed in order for environmental justice to be realized.
1. Regulations must be established to ensure that all human activity adheres to
the Precautionary Principle. All activities must be demonstrated to do
no harm to human societies today or in the future according to procedures
of the precautionary principle.
2. Communities have the right to know the health and safety impacts of all
energy production and industrialized activities. These impacts must be
transparently studied and the public thoroughly informed so that they may
knowledgeably participate in decision-making for their communities.
3. Global climate change dictates that the United States and the world must
justly transition from fossil fuels to clean renewable energy sources such
as water, wind, solar and geothermal, and to sustainable agriculture with
the greatest urgency.
4. Nuclear power is not a climate solution due to variety of factors. Nuclear
power is too expensive and slow to deploy for it to have an impact on
(a) atmospheric carbon. Additionally, nuclear power has its own
insurmountable risks: meltdowns, radioactive waste, proliferation of
weapons, and the impacts of radiation on human and ecosystem health.
5. The unconventional oil and gas drilling method known as “fracking” must
be banned.
6. All new investment in fossil fuel extraction and infrastructure projects
must be prohibited, including the export facilities of fossil fuels such as
liquefied natural gas, coal, and oil.
7. Appropriate subsidies must be provided to help workers make the
transition away from jobs in the fossil fuel industry and towards
sustainable energy jobs. Workers should not have to decide between
earning a living wage by polluting the environment or not earning a living.
8. The US must implement sustainable agricultural practices that more
effectively sequester carbon with less dependence on fossil fuels, chemical
inputs, and misuse of water.
9. Given the fact that the number one cause of global warming is international
large scale industrialized agriculture, we call for an end to confined animal
feeding operations, greater support for diversified, small scale farms, and
a move towards a plant based diet.
10. All economic activity must account for environmental externalities
including any bi-products or waste, and consider all impacts to the quality
of water, air and soil.
11. We call for immediate increase in funding of public transportation,
expansion of public transportation infrastructure, bikeways, pedestrian
walkways, and the use of high efficiency and sustainably powered
vehicles.
12. The protection of global biodiversity must be given higher priority.
Funding for biological preserves and the protection of endangered species
must be greatly increased. Local indigenous populations must be invited to
participate in the development of areas that protect biodiversity, honoring
all treaties.
13. Park systems must be protected from any activity such as mining,
lumbering, overgrazing or drilling that jeopardizes the ability of these
natural areas to sustain us.
14. We oppose trade agreements that elevate the principle of “free trade”
above environmental justice and food safety. Instead we support trade
between nations where trade rules support environmental rights and
human needs. In addition, trade agreements must comply with
international agreements to limit carbon emissions.
15. The rights of local communities to regulate activities that impact their
environment must be protected.
(a) 1
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