 “The photograph is the latency of the time and the place, a mortality yet to be realized”   
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“The English Hoard”, the lost historical images of South East England.  A romantic and eclectic collection of amateur photographs at the turn of the 19th century, when the photographic document championed by Francis Firth and Eugene Atget would later inspire Jeff Krotz to become the custodian of these chronicles of changing times; A pictorial end of Victorian era London and the surrounding Home Counties.
After acquiring 2500 romantic amateur glass slide images of the UK and Europe- 1887 to 1913 and spending many months archiving, digitalizing, retouching and cataloguing the images the first book “The English Hoard” a presentation of 176 photographs of the South East England at the turn of the 19th century will go on sale in May 2016. “I always marvel at photographs at a time of industrialization and long before the average person would ever benefit from those changing times.  How wonderful it must have been to live in an environment with no buzz of the refrigerator, no motorway, no drone of aircraft and constant phone calls….  How peaceful that must have been”, comments photographer Jeff Krotz.   
As a photographer Jeff understands the importance of recording of our lives big and small. “What’s now is gone tomorrow and in too many cases taken for granted that all things will remain the same. Decades later these fleeting glimpses of passed time only then begin to be understood. To have a record of an era of something never again to be repeated should be appreciated with reverence.  It is our history that shapes our future”.

Jeff Krotz is a professional social photographer since 1983.  He did his college studies of Photography in Canada, now living in England’s Green and Pleasant Lands since 1995.
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