The Hemp Papers

Chapter One

     Change was in the air. Alan and Cathy married the week before their friends, Jason and Marie from Santa Fe, so it was a busy month for Robert and Julia Forrester. All of their friends who helped with previous investigations were now married including detective Louis and Officer June. 
     "Now that all our family friends are married what should we do?" Julia asked. "Retire?"
     "Retire? Are you kidding? Do you want to retire?" Robert asked. 
     Julia and Robert were private investigators who fell in love two years earlier. They were now married and managing their business from Albuquerque. Julia worked for Robert when she lived in New York but she finally managed to get him to notice her and the rest was history.
     "No, but I do have some news," she said with a smile. She had just come out of the bathroom.
     "What now? Another girlfriend from New York has fallen for someone in New Mexico and is moving here?" 
     Cathy Hogan, who was now married to Alan Hogan, was Julia's roommate in New York City and the couple lived less than a mile away from them. Alan started an Internet business called Geek Mingle where computer nerds could meet others of the same species. The site went international and eventually sold stock on the NYSE making Alan an overnight billionaire. 
     "We may have another roommate soon," Julia said, still maintaining her smile. She loved it when she kept Robert in the dark. He was good at figuring out things and always seemed to be a step ahead of everyone.
     "What are you talking about?" By now Robert was a little frustrated and had no clue regarding a new roommate.
     Julia waited and just looked at Robert, hoping he would figure it out. All of a sudden Robert jumped up off the couch and yelled.
     "You're pregnant! Really, you're pregnant!"
      Julia smiled and said nothing. She wanted Robert to go through the range of emotions like she did when she found out ten minutes before. The pregnancy test still lay on the bathroom counter with the blue band indicating she was positive for the test.
     "How long have you know?" Robert's voice was so loud, Carla, the cook came running from the kitchen to see what was the matter.
     Robert looked at Carla and shouted out the news. "Julia's pregnant and we are going to have a baby."
     "Que bueno, señor Robert. Children are the life of a family. I'm so happy for you."
     By now Robert had to sit down on the couch and collect himself. He knew they would eventually have children and now that day had finally arrived.
     "I found out just now. The pregnancy test is still on the counter in the bathroom. I felt different about three weeks ago and bought the pregnancy test yesterday."
     "Is that why you mentioned retirement?" Robert asked. "Maybe you can retire but I still have several cases to close."
     By now Carla was on the phone to her sister who worked at Alan and Cathy's home. "Is it okay that I tell my sister, Julia? I can tell her not to tell Mr. and Mrs. Hogan and let you do the honors."
     "Sure, Carla. Tell her but I want to call Cathy myself."
     "This is such good news, I feel like I'm going to be a grandmother, Senora Julia."

*****

     "What? When did you find out?" Cathy took the news with as much excitement as Julia expected.
     "I felt strange and bought the test yesterday.  I waited till this morning to find out and now I know."
     "This is so great," Cathy said. "How is Robert taking it?"
     "He's as excited as Carla. She feels like she's going to be a Grandmother and Robert might need a beer to go with his breakfast just to calm down."
     "This is so fantastic. Do you need anything or should we go somewhere to celebrate?"
     "How about you and I go out and visit baby departments. No drinking for me until the baby is born and stops breastfeeding. I also need to buy a few books so I'm not completely in the dark about this."
     "I'll come by and pick you up," Cathy said. "I'm so excited for you. What time?"
     "Give me a couple of hours. We'll have lunch in town and get some real 'girl time' together."
     "See you soon," Cathy said. She then hung up.
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Chapter Two

     Michael Burrows had to go out of state and find someone who could help him. The information he discovered regarding the senator from Tennessee was too damaging to investigate where he worked. The food and drug companies could not be trusted nor anyone else in Washington, D.C. As far as Michael was concerned, everyone was on the take and his job might be in jeopardy if information got into the wrong hands.
     Mr. Burrows worked for the Federal Government in the Cyber Department, helping to find irregularities in the screening of food products grown in the U.S. He could trust one friend with this information.
     "Bruce, I need to find someone who can help me," Michael said. 
     Bruce Miller was Michael's college roommate and they kept in touch over the years. Both went the University of Oregon and trusted each other with their lives. Bruce now lived in Colorado.
     "Slow down, Michael. Something happened at work, didn't it?"      
.
     "Yes, and I can't talk to anyone about it at all. There is too much at stake and it involves state congressmen taking bribes. I called you because your state could be affected if this scam is uncovered."
     "I'm not sure I want to know what it is, Michael. You always get riled up over all that government stuff and lose a lot of sleep when something turns up. What is it you want me to do?"
     "I need to find a private investigator to do some research and they have to be from somewhere other than D.C. I can't trust anyone in this town."
     "I have a friend who knows someone. I'll call him and get the investigator to call you. Shall I give him your private cell?"
     "Yes. Don't have him call me at work. It might be best you don't know the situation. I don't want any of my friends getting hurt, especially you."
     "Michael, I'll get on this right now. Stay calm and keep your head down. You took a big chance moving to D.C. You have skills in what you do and I don't want you to get fired for whistle-blowing. That shit happens all the time in D.C."
     "Thanks, Bruce. I knew I could count on you."
     "We'll talk later, Michael. Bye for now."
     Bruce hung up and made a call. "Hello, Carl I need your help. Can you tell me about that guy you hired last year from New Mexico? I may have a job for him.




