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Bob was born in Harrison New York and spent his early days growing up in Harrison.  His first football experience was playing youth league football when he was 10 years old.  Bob’s family moved to Glastonbury Connecticut when Bob was 12 years old and he continued to play youth league ball until he was ready to enter high school.  
As his freshman year approached, Bob became quite concerned about continuing his football career as Glastonbury did not have a high school football team.  He played basketball and baseball too, but he loved football.  Fortunately, the townspeople in Glastonbury petitioned to have football reinstated at the high school and Bob was able to continue his football career.  2016 marked the 50th anniversary of football in Glastonbury and Bob is proud to say that he played on their first football team.

From the time he started playing in high school, Bob played both split end and  defensive back.  For most of his career he played both ways.
Bob, like many of those on the 1971 team, had a special relationship with his coach, but it didn’t start out that way.  “I thought I would have an in with the coach because I was Italian and he was Italian, but never was I so wrong, in fact it was probably just the opposite.  The coach was a tough guy and everyone on the team shivered when he walked on the field.  
Despite the coach’s toughness, Bob said:  “He was the kind of guy at the end of your career that you say, if there were three or four guys in my life that influenced me, that coach would have had to be in the number one or two position.  He was tough and authoritarian.  In that time when we all idolized Joe Namath and his white shoes, if we wore white shoes onto the field we might as well have stayed home.  That just wasn’t happening.  He was old school all the way.  He expected a lot but he gave a lot.  He was very dedicated to the team and his players.  I had an outstanding relationship with him over time.”
He died this past year.  His name was Ray Nicoletta.  In his latter years he would always go down to the local football game on a Friday night.  He always sat in a special seat because he was the guy that started the programme here. “I always went down and sat with him on those Friday nights and watched the games from the sideline.  He was one of those special guys.  I never did call him by his first name.  I always called him coach after all those years.”
Bob’s high school years were marked by a lot of firsts; the first team, the first win, the first winning season.  “It was kind of a special time.”

How did you end up at St. Francis Xavier?
“I would call myself an underrecruited player.”
Bob played three sports and he always felt that he would play one of those sports in college because he did well in all of them.  He felt that baseball was his best sport, and he loved basketball.  He received interest from schools he wasn’t interested in, like the Citadel, but heard nothing from the schools he was interested in.  And then came the opportunity to play for St. Francis Xavier (St. FX).
“I remember being called down to the athletic director’s office after all the signing days had passed.  He said that he wanted me to meet a college coach from a Canadian University.  He encouraged me not to say ‘no’ before talking to him.  The coach was Jim Bourne.  He was a relatively new coach who had played for Michigan State, so he caught my attention.  The fact that it was a Catholic university was very favorable to my parents, and everything seemed very nice from what I could see in print.”
Bob went on to say that St. FX was very aggressive in pursuing him after the initial meeting and that he thought of the colleges that were pursuing him, this was a school that wanted him the most.  He signed to play without ever seeing he campus.



Adjusting to the Canadian Game
“The things I remember most about my first year included being embarrassed by not knowing all the rules, and learning about the legacy of our coach, Don Loney.”
Bob learned about some of the unique Canadian rules in one of his early games when he failed to field a punt and the kicker from the opposing team recovered it.
The biggest adjustment though was learning of coach Don Loney’s legacy.  Apparently, Don liked to run up the score on his opponents.  St. FX had a long reputation of winning and even referred to themselves as the Notre Dame of Canadian college football;  but when they had down years their opponents got revenge by pummeling them.  Bob’s first year at St. FX was one of those down years.  He could tell by how the opponents talked to him and his teammates and particularly what was said at the bottom of the piles that there was a lot of animosity.
The other adjustment was the age of the players.  “My first year I was like a deer in the headlights.  I was only 17 years old playing against these men.  They all had moustaches and a lot of them had beards.  It took me until mid season before I started to feel comfortable.”

Some memories, good and bad
“I remember some of the rivalries with other schools.  The biggest game for us each year was against St. Mary’s.  We cracked the top 10 only once in the four years I played for St. FX and we got beat in the last game against St. Mary’s which knocked us out of the top 10.”
“I played both ways, flanker on offense and defensive back.  I kicked field goals and extra points, and I returned kicks.  I did a lot of things.  I remember being on the field all the time.”
Bob also remembered a blow to the head he received on one pass play.  He went up for the ball, caught it and got upended in mid air.  He was flipped over and came down on his head.  The blow knocked him out, but the ball rolled out of his hands and between his legs without touching the ground, so it was ruled a catch.  Because he was out cold, he did not realize he had caught the ball.  “My team mates helped me up off the ground, and I remember heading for the sidelines because I felt I was injured.  As I approached the sidelines I saw the coach pointing at me, and I am sure he was saying, ‘Get the ‘F’ back in there.  When I got back into the huddle I told the quarterback not to throw it to me on the next play.”

Football after St. FX
Bob was not sure where he would go when he finished at St. FX.  Coach Loney had said that he was the best professional prospect that had come along in years, but Bob did not realize that he was considered an import by the CFL, which explained why he did not hear from any CFL teams.  He did, however, receive a few letters from the Dallas Cowboys, but they stopped coming in the spring of his senior year.
It wasn’t until his senior year that he understood the five year rule in Canadian college football.  He looked around and decided to attend teachers college at the University of Ottawa, so he became a Gee Gee for his fifth year.  That was 1974 when the Gee Gees went undefeated through the regular season but lost to Toronto in the playoffs.  It was the first time in Bob’s career that he did not play both ways.  He played flanker on offense for the first half of the season and moved to defense for the last half, based on team need.  He said that the 1974 Ottawa Gee Gee team was the best team he had ever played on.  The coach was Don Gilbert and one of the defensive linemen was Paul Kilger.

The New York Giants
The exposure Bob got playing for Ottawa in his fifth year, earned him a look by the New York Giants.  “The break of a lifetime.”
“I was contacted by the New York Giants to go down to what they called a mini camp.  I ended up going to two mini camps and they signed me to a free agent contract and put me down as a wide receiver.  I went to the rookie camp early in the summer, made it through that camp and was invited to their final pre-season camp.  I spent three or four weeks in that camp and then was cut.  The end comes quick.  You know it is all over when they call you into the coach’s office and tell you to bring your playbook.”

Career
Bob spent the better part of his career as an executive with LEGO.  He worked in marketing and sales, and was able to live in his home town of Glastonbury Connecticut throughout his career and now into retirement.  He feels strongly that his experience playing football had a great deal to do with his success in business.
“Football had a major impact on everything.  When I think about the confidence I had in myself I think about football.  In the roles I had in business they were pretty much all leadership roles, going from small to medium to very large teams over my career.  It was inevitable that you would fall back on stuff from being involved on a team, like being a team captain and being in a semi-leadership role responsible for motivating people.  To this day when I think about managing people, I think about all the lessons coming from football; commitment, hard work, team work, that kind of stuff all flowed very naturally into people leadership roles.
Also, this idea of ‘can do’.  If you played football in college or beyond, you have to have a ‘can do’ attitude.  There is no two ways about it.  There is no choice.  You didn’t survive in you didn’t have that.  I think the parallels are unbelievable coming out of football.  
It all comes down to motivating, leading and inspiring people and you get an awful lot of that being part of a football programme.  And when you think of the other part, ‘can do’, overcoming obstacles, meeting challenges, again, it all flows.  You can trace everything back to one pep talk or another, whatever you received from a coach.
I would also add, that whatever your stepping off point was from your football career, it gives you humility because you kind of realize ,,,you think you are a good player but there are a lot of good players.”

Bob is retired now.  Since retirement he has coached football, taught at the local college, done a lot of fishing and he really enjoys speaking to high school students and football teams.  The title of his speech is “Life’s Plan”.



